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T O T H B 
Right Honovrabls 

E D W A R D 

^^l of OXFORD, 

t 

My LoRDv 

TH O' I prcfinne to dedicate 
the following Work to 
Your LorJftiip, under the 
Tide of T:he mjiory of Mr. Pkior'j 
Own ^ime^ I am confcious how 
little it refembles what Your Lord- 
fhip might have expedted, had Mr. 
Pr lOR lived to finifti fuch an Hiflory 
Himfelf. 

A 2 ^xA 
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But the chief Materials are ei>- 
tirely His^ -aftd im that fingle A<s 
. count merit Your Lordfliip's Re- 
gard, howea^exinartiiijyally the Edi-, 
fice may havet)een raifed* The Tafte 
in general may have a Gothic Ap- 
pearance, t« the Wwfananfiiip of 
the Capital Parts is uncjueftionably 
Reman. 

As to vAxftt little I bMc added 
of my own, or collected ftom others 
WTitetB,in -order to^fill up the CSiafms. 
between Mr. Prior*s Papers, and\ 
conned: them in an Hiftoricab 
Form, if it barely anfwers this honcft 
Purpofe, I would hcjpe jJie Prefent 
I now make will not be unaccept-^ 
$thk^ either to Yx^ur Lordflnp orthe^ 
Public^ 

In Mr. Prk>r*8 Pampers, Your 
Lordfhip knows, the Perofer will- 
meet with maoy^curioKts Anecdotes^ 
that are not to be found in 2ny 
other Memoirs of ihe feme Times : 
He will fee the Motives of many 
public Tranlaftions, which are u-* 

iually 
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foally cenfuried and applauded with- 
out beJDg fufficiendy known : He 
wilJ, in particular, be led thro' the 
Managemement of the late War, 
and the weighty Arguments which 
prevailed in the following Nego- 
tiations of Peace : He will difcover 
the Violence, and at the fame Time 
the Impotence qi Party Malice, a- 
gainft a Gentleman whofe only 
Crime was ading up to his Com- 
miffion, ^and executing faithfully 
his Sovereign^is Warrants : He will 
extradt a Vindication of Your Great 
Father, and the other illuftrious Per- 
Ions embarked in the fame National 
Caufe, by One who knew them bet- 
ter, and. was in Himfelf an honefter 
Man, ' than any of Thofe who have 
fince been employed to blacken their 
Memory. 

I fhould not have mentioned Your 
Lord(hip*s Character, had not Mr. 
Prior Himfelf drawn it in a Piece 
that cannpt be fufpedted of Flattery, 
when he intreated You to accept the 
Execution of his laft Will and T^efta- 
xncnt : But 1 cannot help refleftln^ 

A3 
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withlPleafore, that it k tathat very 
Lord HARLEt ^wbom Mr. I^kior 
eftccmcd, in his teft Moments^ ^be 
jufleji and kinde/i Mm heJh&uJdkm)e 
Mind him in iht WorU^Hcm I inow. 
fccg Leave lo fubfcjribc^ 



My LoK0^ 

Mdfl tdfedtent, and 
Mofl. devoted 
Humble Servant ^^ 



J. Bancks^' 




PREFACE. 



'R. Prior^S Epitaph in ff^efi-^- 

mtn^r-aiksy^, compofed by 

die kanaed Dr. ,Friendj by 

mforuung the Wcirid that he was *^ 

writing the J^fhry rf bis Owtt Timi^ 

when Deaiby^ iy a lingering Fever ^ put 

u Ptrioi bath ia bis fFork and bis Ufe^ , 

•has long made it a Matter of Certainty 

that he left behind him a great Num- 

-berjofMtonfcript Papers, which, con- 

&kring the P^rt he bore himfelf in 

many mational Tfan&ftions, the Op- 

jiortuaitaes he had af being weU in^ 

•lonned concerning others, and the 

extraordinary Talents he poffeiTed for 

^very Part cdFiijie Literature^ could not 

fell of being rery valuable, and of the 

utmofi: Importance to the Poblick. It 

was much regretted ther^re, that w^ 

had been lutherto deprived of thei^ 

* jSoi Temporls Hiftotiam Meditanti 

Panlatim obs^pens Febris ' 

Operis fimQl> k Yitx, Filutn abni|f\t, 
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Manufcripts, and, what was worfe, had 
but little Profpeft of ever feeing them 
'appear, unlefs they got into ptfier 
Hands than thofe who had kept them 
lb long concealed. 

How they were at firft difpofed of, 
we cannot better learn than from a Pa- 
ragraph of Mr. Prior's Will, which 
bears Date Auguft the 9th, 1 72 1 . 

«^' All my Manufcripts, Negotiations, 
« Commiffions^ andall Papers whatfo- 
•* ever, whether of my publick Em- 
*• ployments or private Studies, I leave 
•* to my Lord Harley and Mr. Adrian 
*♦ Drifts my Executors,, or either of 
** them, having firft burned; fuch as 
** may not be proper for any future In- 
^. fpedion. 

Matt. Prior. 

Purfuant to the Claufe here recited, 
the Original Papers devolved to Mr. 
Adrian Drifts who had before beautify 
fully tranfcribed moft of them for the 
Prefs, by Mr. Prior's ownDireftion^ 
and as corrected by ffimfelf. Thie fame 
Gentleman copied them for the Earl 
of Oxford^ his Right Honourable Co^ 
executor. He then gave them to a moft 
intimate Friend, foon after the Deceafe 
of Mr" Prior,, with a ftfift Injiin^ion 
not to publifh them till after the Death 
clhim, t/ic laid Mr •Zirif/^. which hap. 
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pen*d at thcBegianing of the Year 1738, 
wkenheivas buried mfTtftminfter'Abhey^ 
^cording to his carqcft Defire, near Ac 
Remains of his Dear Matter. 

From dm Time fome Hopes w-cre 
conceived ihat tfiey might ere long be 
iTTOught OBJ of that.<X)fcurity, to which 
the Autiior feems to. have condemned, 
tftttm^ and. in whidi they were hitherto, 
tnvidably kqjt. Mr. Drift beiag dead, 
the Cbligation on his Friend was of 
courfc no longer binding. It would be 
a great Injuiy to Society in general, if. 
i4iE Wrrdngs of great Men, and even 
fuch Fragments as were worthy (£ future 
J^Jp^iGn^ were to be for ever buried, 
mgrely beoaufe the "Writers were not fo 
fiappy^ as to give them to the Public 
thenjclves ^ And that nothing of Mr. . 
Fruxr's was preferved, but what was 
judged worthy of fuch Infpeftion, we 
may gather from. Mr. Drift^s punftual: 
Regard for all the other Particulars of 
his Will. 

After the Beath of the late Charles 
J^ormaHy Efq; *whoh^ thefeManu-. 
fcripts in hisPoffeffion, and intended to, 
pubhfli them with all convenient Expe- 
dition^ they were delivered to me; and 
I have endeavoured with all F^thfulnefs 
to execute the Part which Mr, Forman 

* lAt. Farmatt dkd A/^rii 2^, 1739» *^'i^'*^ 
luuricdat St. J>unfi^'i m Pba-firut^ 
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tiad taken on him. How I have pro- 
ceeded, the Reader fhall know in a ve- 
ry few Words. 

Mr. Prior having come into public 
Empk)yment at the Beginning of King 
JVilliam's Reign, and continued therein 
till the Acceffion of his Majefly King 
George \ after which he went through a 
very troublefome Scene that lafted about 
two Years \ I immediately concluded it 
muft be by thofe two remarkable Periods,, 
the Beginning of his Employments and 
the End of his Troubles, that his in- 
tended Hiftory of his Own Time was to 
have been circumfcribed i. In which O- 

Einion I was confirmed by the Papers 
efore me. My Bufinefs then was to 
borrow fuch other Affiftance as was rie- 
ceflary to introduce andconneft the Ma- 
nufcripts, and give the whole Work a 
Form, as much as I could, like that 
which,, in my private Judgment, the 
Author himfelf had intended to give it. 
This is what I have aimed at in the 
Profe Volume. 

Of the Poems (which have not yet 
been mentioned) I need only fay that 
they came thro' the fame Channel as the 
Pieces in Profe.. Moft of them, I doubt 
riot, will teftify their own Original. Arid, 
befidesthe Satisfaftion of reading fo ma- 
ny new Pieces of Mr. Pr ior, the Judi- > 
cious^ will enjoy no fmall Pleafure inij 
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looking over thofe of his Friends to 
Himfelf, which, contrary to the Cuftom 
of other Poets, he modeftly fupprefled 
during his Life The Latin Verfion of 
Solomon^ which we have alfo added, as 
it has been univerfally applauded, can- 
iiot but be very acceptable. 

Before I conclude this Pre&ce, I muft 
cibferve, by way of Note to the Satire 
called TbeViceroy^ that Lord Coningsby 
and Sir Charles Porter were Lords Jufti- 
<j^oi Ireland in 16^^. And in the next 
Seflion of Parliament a Charge of High 
Treafon was preferred againft them in 
the EngVJb Houfe of Commons, by the 
Earl 01 B^lUmont^ for Exceffes of Power 
cxercifed during their Adminiftratioil : 
But the Earl laying his Charge too high, 
the Commons refohred. That there were 
not fufEcient Grounds to fupport it, and 
fo theM&dures complained of, as arbi- 
trary and violent, pafled without Exa- 
mination« 



J. B. 
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H I ST OR Y 

•OF THE 

NEGOTIATIONS 

O F 

Matthew Prior, -E/^j 



B£ I N G to write oriy of Mr. P*io*'* Mr. !»«>•• 
PttUic, or Politkal life^ k would be Youth mif- 
Aead]e& to take an^r Notice of his Fa-'^^^^^* ' 
loily aad Edocatton, were it not to ob« 
viate an eTtoiLeom.Oginwn, which has been kt- 
da&iiovAy profiagaSfid by iboie Feeble, whohaytt 
wepj^SsntBd him MS rmiid frtn the Bar rf m'%A^ 
^Hrm, HoWy and whence this Stoiy had its Ri(^ 
aad in what a &llacietts Dr efs it has been handed 
down, flt^ be«a£fy diicovered hf thoie who are 
acyiaiatcd with ikt VkuIcDoe of Part/ Prqu- 
dios. 

This eiccdkat Boet; iodulliioiis and abk 
Statefinan, and, what in his Opiniou VfSL% tk^ 
noft raluabk ol aU Chzraikm, As Wy Viota^ 
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Man, was the Son of a reputable Citizen of 
londofiy where he was bom July 2i» 1664. He 
was initiated into Literature at the royal Founda- 
tion of Weftminfitr^ under the learned Dr. Busby ^ 
and finifhed his Studies at St. JoM% College in 
Cambridge^ of which he was Fellow to the Day 
of his Death. How injurious therefore is Bi* 
Slop Burnetts Account of him, in a Work which 
prpmifes the utmoft Impartiality, and where a 
Lye is formally condemned^ in the fevereil Lan* 
guage ! 
Aoeoloted ^^ wentyoung into public Bufinefs, being ap- 
SeSetoryat pointed Secretary to King William and Queen 
thefisgue Mary, at the Conerefs held at the Hague, in 
C^*ini9f 1690. An Afrcmbly the moft honourable to the 
' ^* EnzHfif Nation that is any where to be read off 
and of which, with the Occafion of it, I muft 
here give fome Account, in order to ftiew the 
Dignity and Importance pf Mr. PRiOR*sX)iHcey 
even in this early Part of his Life. 
Occafionof Lewis XIV of France, for many Years be- 
that Con- fore this, had been entirely guided by the Pic- 
frsAu i^tes of a lawleis Ambition, which prompted him 

to think of enflaving all the neiehbouring States, 
and of acquiring to nimfelf no kis than die £m ^ 
pire of Eurcfe. He had been but too fuccefsfui 
in profecuting his Scheme $ the Nations round him 
trembled, and nothing but their Dykes had pre- 
ferved the Dutch from being entirely fwallowed 
up by this common Enemy, who triumphantly 
wintered in one of their * capital Cities. Eng- 
land look*d contentedly on, and even favour'd the 
Deftroyer, during the two impolitic Reigns of 
King Charles andKii^ James II. It hadthere- 
fere the Privilege of being unmolefted at prefent, 
^t it might fmk into a State of Security from the 
ifeeming jPriendAup of the Grand Monarch, and 
fo become an eafier Prey at a proper Seaibn, whea 
jt had either forfeited all it» Mianc^^ ojr fi^Eered 
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its Allies to 'be rendered incapable of affording 
it any AfStance. 

At this critical Jundure, the young Prince of 
Orat^ ceming of Age, was by the Suffrages of 
the Commonalty advanced to the Dignity of 
Stadtholder ; an Office that had long been dor* 
inant, for want* of an Heir of that illudriouft 
Family, who was arrived at Years of Maturity. 
His whole Thoughts were immediately tum*d on 
defending his Country, and even on redudng that 
exorbitant Power which Trance had alrea^ ol^- 
tain^d. If he was not fo fortunate as the Gran- 
deur of his Deiign, and 'the Bravery and Vigi- 
lance with which he profecuted it^ might feem 
to defer T, he had at Icaft the Honour of making 
a glorious ^tand, of (hewing Lewis that he wa5 
not altogether invincible, and of winning to him- 
felf the Charader of a Hero, by the common 
Confent of Mankind. 

When the Mifcarriages of King James, and 
the little Profpe^ there was of his evel* aiming 
to corred them, had made a Revolution neceila- 
ry in England \ the Prince of Orange y who was 
fent for on this Occadon to redore our Liberties^ 
found himfelf engaged by a new Motive againft 
the French Monarch. The abdicated King put 
himfelf under the Protedion of Lewis, who pro- 
mifed to endeavour at his Refloration. Accord- 
ingly Forces were fent into Ireland^ and a bloody 
War ioon followed there, as well as in the ^^.i 
therlands, I fhall not, however, enter into the 
Hiftory of the Irijh War, which, every one 
knows, ended in Favour of the Revolution, and 
the utter Expulfionof King James out of all his 
Kingdoms. 

But Matters on the Continent were not fo fud- 
denly over. King Wi x li a m's favourite Projed; 
during his whole Adminiftration both in Holland 
and Englandy was to humble the French Kin^^ 
who had rendered himfelf formidable not to "^to- 
HtaBtSQoly, buHven to all thQ <;:a\hoU<it VivEi- 
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ees in Chriftendom. On this Prihciple^was form- 
ed the Grand- Alliance, at the Head t)f which 
King William appeared, and had the Fleafure 
to fee half Europe unite under his Conduft, and 
a Senate of Princes meet to affift his Counc^ 
and fecond his Wiihes. We need only look orer 
the Lift of iUuftrious Perfbns that met at the 
Hague on this Occalion, in order to form an Idea 
of the Splendor of this AiTembly. Lewis 
XIV, it has been juftly obferved, coula never boaft 
of any Thing like it. Such a Congrefs aiTem- 
bled in Honour to him, would have fumifhedi 
his Poets, Painters, and Hiftorians, with an in- 
cxhauftible Fund of Panegyric and Adulation. 

7he Nasnes if the Princes^ Princeffes) Great 
Lords and Ladies^ that met at the Hague /« 
1 69 1, after the Arri<val of his Majefy King 
William III, of Great Britain. 

Pcribn« pre-^TT^ H E Ele£lor of Bavaria, 
tot at it. J^ The Eleaor of Brandenburgh. 
The Duke of Lunenhurgh ZelL 
The Duke of Brunf'wick WolfenbutteL 
The Landgrave of Hejfe CaffeL 
prince Chriftian Lewis of Brandenburgh. 
The Marquis of Gaftanaga^ Governor of the 

Bpanijh Netherlands, 
Prince Waldech ' 
The Prince of Nafau, Governor of Friefland^ 

and Camp-Martial. 
The Prince of Neffau Sarhurg. 
The Prince of NaffauDillenhurgh 
The Prince of Naffau Idfiein, 
Prince Philip Palatine. 
*rhe Duke of Saxe-Byfenacb. 
7he Land^ve of Heji-Dfrmjladt^ and thc 

Prince his Brother, 
The Duke Adminiibnator of WitUldfirg* 
,JrivCp«|pf JBbr». 
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The Count {tErhacL 

Lieutenant General JVibbenam, who died there. 

Lieutenant Admiral General Trump, 

General Cbauvet. 

General .Deiwick. 

Count d* Jrc9. 

Count Sanfra» 

Count de Revtera. 

Count de GryaL \ 

Count de BrQuaj. 

Count de Tirimont, 

Marquis de Cafte Moncayo, 

Duke de Sulizback 

General d* AuteL 

Count de Lifpe. 

General Barfus. 

The Baron ^^ Pallant. 

The Prince of WirtenJf^rgi and the Prinee hit 

Brother. 
The Prince of Wirtemberg Niettfiadt. 
Two Princes of Jnfpach, 
The Landgrave of Hamburg, 
Three Princes of HolfietnSeck. 
The Prince of Anh&tt Zerbejf. 
The Duke of CourJand, and the Prince Us Bro« 

Cher. 
The Duke of Holftein. 
The Prince of Commercy, 
The Prince Palatine of Birkef^eldt. 
The Count d Efpence, 

The Count de Denhoff, i 

The Count de Fugger, 
Baron Spaan. 

The Rhinegrave, and his Brother. 
The Count de Carelfon. 
Count General Palfi. 
The Princefs of Nafau, the Governor of Frie/^ 

lands Lady. 
The Princefs Radxivil. 
The Princefs of Saxe Eyfenach, 
The Countefs of Soiffhns: 
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f^* Englifh Nobility that came nvith the King, 

THE Jyxikt oi Norfolk. 
The Duke of Ormond. 
Duke of Schomhtrg, 
Count Meinard Scbomberg^ his Brother. 
The Earl of De*vonJhire. 
The Earl of Dor/et, 
The Earl of Drumlanrig, 
The Earl of Efex. 
The Earl of Nottingham, 
The Earl of Derby, 
The Earl of Portland. 
The Earl of Monmouth. 
The Earl of Scarborough. 
The Earl of Selkirk, 
Mr. Comptroller Wharton. 
The Bifliop of London. 
Moniieur Auverquerqui. 

ne Names of Envoys, Emftys Extraor^ 
dinary. Sec. 

The ChevaHer C^/R^r#r^/ * i ^^'^ 
Count Pialet 1 v o 

PrcMcntdelaTour J From 5aar^. 
Count Rebenklau 2 *? t\ t. 

MonfieurL«/*, } From Z)««««ri. 

Count Oxinftem, from Sweden, 

Don Emanuel de Colona, from ^^^ti/r. 

Monf. Achft?aufen, from Saxony. 

The Baron of Boom^arten ? « » 

Monf. Pr/Wi«^.r J From 5^a;^ri^. 

MoS:S^/2'^ } From i?mir^r«^«r^^. 
The Baron de Leyen ? t? rr • 
lyionf. CampagF, \ ^^^"^ ^''^'^'^- 

Monf* 
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UorS^aliirg 1 Front J»f«,te. 

Moni. Mgyers \ 

General and Baron Berfau \ u^^^ n r 

Mo^. SoleiHaier \ Vtom Cologne. 

Monf. die Norf^ from Mwifter. 

Monf. Berendorf, from Lwnnhurgb-Ztli 

Monf^ Zegci, from- Lunenhurgb, 

Baron Jr/ifJk, from Brun/wick-WolfenfutiaL 

Monf. KUchty from Hanover, 

Monf. Hettermany from the Eledtor Palatine, 

Monf. Moreau^ from Poland, 

tAoitd, Jeurkensy from Holfiein-Gattorp* 

Coonfellor ili!ra«, from X/V^^. 

Monf. , from Hamburgh. 

For the States of Hoflandy were MeffietUB ' 
Heinfius and Dyckevelt i the former bemg 
Grand Peniionary : And for the King oi 
Great Britain^ the Earls of Pembroke and 
Portland^ and Lord Durfley, afterwards Earl 
of Berkley, his Majeily's Ambaf&dor to the 
States. 

There had been Conferences held at the Hagtie, 
in the Chamber of Treves, among the MiniSers 
of the confederate Princes, from the i6th of 
the preceding March, in i6||. But the Neceffi- 
ty they were under of purfuing more vigorous 
Meafures, for the common Safety, and the Pre- 
fence of fo Auguft a Monarch, on whofe Valour 
and Condud they all depended^ had now brought 
together the Princes themfelves, and formed a 
more glorious Conilellation than any Age caa 
parallel. 

It was at theie folemn Affemblies that Mr. 
Prior, through the Favour of his Patron, the 
Great Earl* of Dorfet, and the *. Sollicitation of 

• Sec his Epiftleto Fleetwood She f hardy Ef(\^ vrhicKbe^m^ 
f^bi'e crmding Foih withfirangt ill Faces, fe«« 

B 4 \2» 
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his Friend Mr. Shephurd^ made his firft Appear* 
ance in public Buiinefs. And how well he dif- 
charged himfelf of the Tnift repofed in him, w« 
may learn from his future Employments, which 
were almofi: continual daring the Reign of King 
"William, and his gkudous Snccefibr. 

The following Lett«r of Mr. Par or, which 

' wants th« Date of the Year, but appears to be 

written from the Hague^ to a Son of Lord Dur- 

' fi^\ fecms to belong to the Time we are now 

upon, and is therefore here inierted, with a Tran* 

ilation. 

Caroio di BirkeJ^^ d9e Ac Domino fao, Matthaus 
Prior, 8». P^. D^ 

JLLctt^of TT Imrat fmasy m CkmriJJSmiy Sprori tua di- 
m.Frttr'u J^ USigsitht Jkrifi0ry aecifimm^ atpu ferlegi- 
mUf quaruh nihil fe§rtti ih intffe eredibiU effet. 
thmefik^ npfirdt rn farnnnh fo kaivnt, hre*vi acci- 
fias. Mater tuahk eft \ frafereutmn fulcherri- 
mma, et tm fimltmmim, ex Angiiafihi tran/porta^ 
njii, Soror tua natu maxima j cum A*9itd Nel/ofiy 
Agliam proft^ta efty ad rea^randam Santtatem, 
ptd maid prof eko m Hflimtdid mfa eft. Jam *vero 
Juhirafci tihi debeoy mc ifrperid, quia Epiftolas nobis 
nee Latine, nee Gallice feriptas mandare curas. 
Sncumhas ftudiisy ero^ et fae ninfideamus Frogreffus^ 
pios Te ohodecim jam menjet audientem Pracepto- 
res optimos fecijfe in mtraqme JSi^ud oportet. Hoe 
Fafer tuusj hoc* tuxm peftuUet Ojficium, ^uod ad 
me attinet, ed folummodo conditiorte Parentes tuos 
pptimos exorandos conahor, quo nos re^ifes hre*vi* 
Hoc qwoque fihi fcriptum Prater tuus credat. Prop- 
ceptores tuos, Amicos mihi optimos, meo nomine y2r- 
/uta. Pac Me ames ; Te tetemum amaho. Vale* 
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^ the Homir^li Mr. Charles Berkeley, Mat- 
T H B w Pn 1 R nvj/Skitk HeaUb Mid Ptace, 

DeMtSir^ 
** \\T E Jwve rccciv'd vour Letter to your 
'^ VV ^ftefy and as there did not feem to be anf 
** Secret in it, I took the Liberty to read it over. 
** J will inform you in a few Words of the prc- 
«' fent State of onr Ai&irs. Your Mother is here | 
<^ and your piettv little Brother, fo very much 
<^ like yourfelf, is brouf^ht over from Englund to 
** ber. Your eldeft Sifler is gone to EngUnd, 
** With your Aunt Niifon^ in order to recover her 
*' Health ; having been very fickly ever fince 
" fbe has refided in H^Uand. And now, my dear 
" CharUt^ I ought to be a little angry with you^ 
^' not without Reafim^ that in all diis Time yov 
** have not ie&t ai one Letter either in Latin or 
** French. I beg you would apfdy yourfelf to 
** your Stadies» and let us receive fome Teftimo- 
*' ny of that Progreis, which it ia requifite you 
♦* fhouki have ma£ in both Tongues, after havr 
** ing been eight Months under the beft Precep- 
** ton. This is what your Father expeds, and 
** your own Duty exa^ of you. As for my 
•* Part, I afllire you, it is on this CcMidition only 
*' that I will endeavour to prevail on your 
** kind Parents, to let you come over foon and 
** fee us. I would have your Brother believe 
'^ too, that this is written to him as well as your-* 
•• felf. Pray give my humble Service to your 

I' ^ TutorB, my very good Friends : And continue 
r-«j xo love me, as I eternally fhall you.'* 
5 » Bagm, Sfpe. 4. 

The Grand Congrefs opened in January, i6|-?,' 
when King William fet forth the Occaiibn of 
of it, in a Speech to the following Purport. 

B 5 Vl^ 
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King Jf//- He reprefentcd, " That the imminent Dan- 
WsSprech it ggj.5 in which they found themfclves, fufficient- 
i^ofthT^" ly difcovercd the Errors that had been com- 
CoDgreis. ** mitted ; fo that he had np need to ufe many 
** Arguments, to fhew them the Neceffity of 
•* taking jufter and better M^futes : That in thcr 
** Circimiftances they were in, it was not a 
** Time to deliberate, but to adl : That the Ene- 
** my was Mailer oi all the chief Fortreffes, 
*' which were the Barriers of the common Liber- 
*' ty ; and that he would foon poffefs himfelf of 
*' all the reft, if a Spirit of Divifion, Slownefs, 
. ' _ '* and particular Intereftcontinuedamongft them r 
" That every one ought to remain* perfuaded, 
** that their refpeftive particular Interefts were 
•* comprifedin the general One : That the Ene- 
** my*s Forces were very ftrong, and would car- 
*• ry Things like a Torrent before them : That 
*' it was in vain to oppofe wirii fruitlefs Clamour^ 
** and Complaints, or unprofitable Proteflations 
** againft Injuftice : That it was neither the Re- 
** folution of a barren Diet, nor the Hopes of 
•' fome Men of Fortune, ariiing from frivolous 
** Foundations ; but Soldiers, ftrong Armies, and 
** a prompt and fevere Union between all the 
** Forces.of the Allies, that muft do the Work ; 
" and that thefe muft be brought to oppofe the 
** Enemy without Delay, if they would put a 
** Stop to his Conquefts, and fnatch out of his 
** Hands the Liberties of Europe, which he held 
** already under a heavy Yoke: Concluding, 
** that as for himfel:^ he would neither fpare his 
** Credit, Forces, nor Perfon, to concuf with 
** them in £0 juft and neceiikry a Defign ; ailft 
" that he would come in the Spring at the Head ] 
*' of his Troops, faithfully to make good his 
" royal Word, which he had'folemnly engaged 
" to them." 

This pathetic, as well as fevere Speech, fron» 
a Prince, to whom all the Members that compo- 
ftd that illttftrigus Sody paid a leipeftful Defer- 
ence, 
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ence, and in whofe Judgment and Experience 
they placed an entire Confidence, could not but 
produce the defired Effed in the End ; though 
fer a while, particular Interefts continued to >reign 
in the Breaib of many, and obftruded the (alu- 
tary Refblutions the King had fo fbenuoufly re- 
commended to them. This occafioned their Sit- 
ting till the Middle of March, in which Time 
diey came to thefe weighty Condufions : wz. 
1. Not to make Peace with Lewis XIV, till all 
dieir Grievances were redrefsM ; and 2, to em- 
ploy * 222,000 Men againft Frante* But it 
appeared afterwards, that this Number would 
not djOy and that the German Princes were al- 
ways both backward and deficient in fumifhing 
their Quotas. 

Though the other Allies were flack in fending 
in their Contingents, the King of Great Britairr, 
who was vigorous and hearty m the Caufe he had 
efpouied, was as careful as pofilble that no Ne- 
gled^ fhould ever be charged on him. The 
Queen, who reign*d in his Ablence, borrowed 
this Year large Sums of the City of Londony 
which they chearfuUy {ent in upon her Aj^lica- 
tion. Having by this Means put the Fleet into 
a Readinefs to fail, the Lord DurJIey, their Ma- 
jefty*s Envoy in Holland, had early Orders to 
inform the States of it, and at the fame Time to 
prefs them to haften their own Fleet, that it might 
De ready to join the Engli/h. 

• According to the Plan then agreed pn, the Emperor wt« 
Id fumifli 20^000 Men ; the King of ^fain^ in Fiandert, 
4o,ooo ; the King of England f ao,ooo ; the States General, 
«5,ooo J the Duke of Savoy, including the Troops from 
mi Ian, 20,000 $ the Elector of Bavaria, 18,000 } the 
SleAor of Saxony, 12,000 \ the Landgrave oSHeffe, 8,000 ^ 
fhe Circles of Suabia and Traneonia, 10,000 ; the Duke o£ 
H^iftemherg, 6,000 ; the Eledlor of Brandenburg, 20,000 j 
the Prince oi Liege, 6,000 j theBiihop oi Munjier 7,000 j 
the Elector Palatine, 4,000 : t^c Priacc of Lunenburgb^ 

X6,0Q0. 



12 The HISTORY of 

Neither this Can^ign, however, nor any of 

die Succeeding ones, were fo advantageous to 

the Allies, as to make them deiire a Continuation 

of the War. In the two following Years they 

The Allies ^^ ^^^ Battles of Sttenkirk and Landeny in botn 

nnAicftfsful which the Confederates were commanded by his 

in 1692, and Mritdnnick Majcily, and the Trtnchhy the vidlo- 

*^93' rious Luxemhurgh, The greateil Succefs King^ 

William had to boaft of, daring the whole 

War, was the Taking of Namur in 1695. That 

Place, which was ytxy Itrong by Nature, had 

ii it a Garrifon of 15,000 Men, well provided 

with all Necei&ries for many Months, had 

Store of AmmunitioD, loo- Pieces of Cannon, 

12 Mortars, and 10,000 ipare Muikets. Thit 

aiade the King^s £nterprize thereon be eHeemed 

an Adt of the greatefl Temerity, and as fuch it 

WHS feverely ceniiired by his Enemies. But not- 

withiknding all the Di^culties attending it, thi& 

great Work, which was thought too much for 

a whole Campaign, was entirely finiihed In the 

4 Betwetn %>i^c^ of § a Month, to the immortal Honour of 

yuiy 3, and the Engiifb Monarch, and the utter Confufion 

•^mfl^ of the /^/»f/& Party. 

Baliafin'* ^^' ^^^^^'^ ^ufe, which had already been 
Mamur, * more than once engaged in the Service of his 
Mailer, had now a fair Opportunity given her 
#f difplaying her exquiiite Humour, in the moil 
agreeable Manner. The French King had takea 
Ifamur in the Campaign of 92, in Sight of the 
' Army of the Allies, who were unable to raife 

the Siege. This was extolled by the Flatterers 
af that Prince, as a moft inimitable Adtion; and 
lUkQ celebrated Soileau, who always irnx'd the 
f raifes of his Mailer with fome Strokes of Satire 
^m his cotemporary Writer, had compofed aa 
Ode on this Occafion in ImitacioA of Pindar, 
wherein he pretended to aflert the Charafter of 

• In h« Hymn to the Suii on Neiv-Tear's^Day, 1694, 
aod his ^ to the King after the Quetni'i Death, 1695. 
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that Antiient agam^ the Refl^dions of Perrau/f, 
at the fame Time that he exalted his Hero a- 
bove all the Heroes of Greect, Mr. Pa ion 
took this Occafion of tumice the Frenchman^ 
darling ftidicole both on himfclf and his Mafter, 
by burlefifoing his boaded Ode in an tnglilb 
^lady and printmg it together with the Trench : 
In a Wofd, he convinced all polite Readers, 
who are jrenerally of no Party in Matters of 
Wit, that the Engli/b Horace was as much a 
more agreeable Writer than the French Pindar, 
as he had made Little WW, the Scourge of Frana, 
a more amiable Hero than the divine Louis /r 
Grand*. 

The next Year, 1696, upon his Majefty's hIi Verfet 
Arriyal in Holland, after the DiA:overy of uie on the Ca»- 
Conipiracy againft him, Mr. Prior prefented ^P»««7« 
him with a b^utiful Copy of Verfes addref&^d 
to the Guardian Angels of Mankind ; wherein 
by an Art peculiar to himfelf, he pays the high- 
eft Compliments without the Appearance of 
Flattery. 

. The Apoftrophe in this Poem to the Trench 
King, who was by many fuppofed to be privy 
to the intended AiTaJiination, contains a Senti- 
ment that is truly Brttijh. 

O Lewis, from this great Bxamfle inow 

To he at once a Hero, and a Foe. 

J^ founding trumpets, hear, and rattlit^ 

Jorums, 
When William to the open Vengeance comes i 
And fee the Soldier plead the Monarch"* s Right, 
Heading his Troops, and Foremoft in the Ftght, 
Hence then clajh Anhtfi and perfidious War, 
thnun to jour nati've Seats of Night prepan, 

&C. 

• The Pofthumous Volume ©f Poctrv, publUhcd wkh 
ftiij h»«A£p:*$i«moft tfac iainc Sobfrd, p. 17, 

to 



14 S"^ HISTORY c/ . 

Ncgotiati- As both Parties, by this Time, were quit^^ 
oaiofPcace* weary of the Warj the latter End of the Year 
1696, and the Beginning of 1697, were entire- 
ly taken up in Nfegotiations of Peace. The con- 
federate Army in Flanders^ hearing of the De^ 
feat of the Plot againft his Majefty, took an Op* 
portmiity before the Opening; of the Campaign 
in 96, to exprefs their Refentment againft the 
French^ who were to have invaded England if 
the Aflaflination had fucceeded. They burned 
their Magazines at Gi^oet^ and thereby reduced 
diem to the greateft Extremity. Befides the 
French had entirely exhauftcd their Country, by 
keeping fuch numerous Armies on foot ; fo that 
Men, as well as Provifions, began to fkil them. ^ 
The Englijh alio were in fome Streights, occa- ^ 
fioned chiefly by the Recoinage of the Money ; 
and it was with the utmoft DiiHculty that their 
Generals could provide SubMence for their 
Troops. In ftiort, tho' the Campaign was this 
Year opened, it was all fpent in Obfervation on- 
ly, neither Side finding it convenient to come 
to Aftion. 
ji5^g. The French^ ibme Time before the King's 

Arrival at the Beginning of the Year, had fent 
Monfieur Caillieres to the HagiUy offering to ac- 
knowledge his Majefty's Title, and to deliver up 
fome confiderable Places as a Barrier .againit 
France, The Dutch began to Men to the Pro- 
pofals, but would do nothing without the King 
of Great Britain^ who was alfo their Stadthol- 
der. Monfieur Caillieres, however feemed ta 
concede all that they could aik: So that Matters 
were foon in a very promifing Way, on the Part 
6f the Dutch, And the Englijh^ groaning un- 
der heavy Taxes, having f&ered mudi from 
Che Enemy^s Privateers, and feeing no Profpe^ 
©f gaining by the War, were rather inclmed 
Chan averfe to a Pacification. It was at length 
a|;reed therefore, on all Hands, through the Me^ 
diauoa of CaA&Lss XJ^ King of ^ei^, and 

~ the *■ 
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the' prudent Management of his Ambaflkdor in 
Holland^ Baron Van Lillienrwit^ that Plenipoten- 
tiaries fhould be named, for carrying on this ia- 
lotary Work, 

The better to fucceed in this Negotiation, the PriTtts 
Court Qf Trance had been privately treating with Treaty wStli 
the Duke of SaFvoy^ one of the moft powerful 5^tf«g^ 
of the AUieSy during the whole preceding Win- 
ter. N^urfitiJd Catinaty who commanded the 
French Army on that Side, and was no leis an 
able Politician than a gallant General, had found 
Means to carry on the Conferences with the ut- 
mo& Secrecy ; and thev were rendered effeduat 
by the Interpofition of the Pope's Nuncio, and 
the Venetian Ambaflkdor. The Articles were 
figned at Lorette, whither the Duke of Savoy, 
who had, in fad, more of the Stateiman in hinv 
than of die Bigot, went under Pretence of a reli- 
gious Vow, but in reality to elude the Vigilance 
of the Allies, whofe Miniflers had a very watch- 
ful Eye over his Royal Highnefs. 

The Notification of this Treaty, at the latter 
End of the Summer, obliged the Allies to with- 
draw their Forces out of the Dominions of Sa- 
voy, in Older to provide for the Security of the. 
Wlanefe. The Duke of Savoy Mowol them 
clofely, at the Head of the French Troops and 
his own, by Vertue of a Commiffion of Gene- 
raliffimo from the moil Chriftian King; and 
four Days after laid Siege to Valencia. So that^ 
his Royal Highnefs, in one Campaign, was ieen 
at the Head of two contending Armies, and 
even for (bme Days commanded them both, 
while the Army of the Allies was yet in his 
Territories. An Jnftance this, that is hardly to 
be paralleird in Hiilory. 

In fine, all Things concurring to recommend Cong^ al 
a general Pacification, the Terms of it wtreRyf^^^ 
now brought on the Carpet, Here the firfl Dif-*8^*^ 
ficulty that arofe, was about the Place for holdr 
ing th^ C9i)£>^e& JMw/» or Frmtkfqrt tiiJ^y<^- 
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pofed bjr the Emperor: But tkc Dmtcb, witk 
moft of their Allies, were for ibme' Place iQ 
Holland, After feveral Debates on this Head^ 
about the Middle of January^ Monfiear Caii- 
Heres moved, by his Mailer's Orders, that the 
Plenipotentiaries of the Allies fhould rcfide af 
the Maguey and thofe of Trance at Delft ; and 
that the Conferences (houki be held at Rjifwick^ 
a Palace belonging to King William, which 
flood at an equal Diftance between both Places^ 
This Motion was approved of by the Confede- 
rates, and it was fettled accordingly. After 
which the Preliminaries were conduded, and 

S;ned the loth of Fehruarjy at the Stjotdifi^ 
inifter's, between Monf. Caillieres and M. Dytk" 
vek. Some of the principal Articles were a» 
ibllows: 

1. That the Treaties of Weftfhalia and Ni^ 
piegutn^ ihould be the Bafis of this at Ryfwich 

2. That Stratfiurg ihould be reftored to the 
Empire, in the iame Condition the French took 
it. 

3. That Lnxembnrg ihould be reftored to the 
tpemiardsy in its prefent Condition. 

4. That Mons and Charlerey ihould be furren^ 
4ered as the/ ate. 

5. That aU Places t^en by the French in Ca- 
$amia, h[ict the Peace of Nimeguen, ihould ber 
leikored in the iame Maimer. 

6. That Dinant, both City ;md Caftle, ihould 
ht given vp to die Biihop of Liege, as tiiey 
were taken. 

7. That all Re-unions made by the French, 
jince the IVearty of Nimeguen, ihould be void. 

8. That Lorrain ihould be reilored, according 
J» the Comdition of that Treaty. 

9. That the Prinopality of Orefnge Oiould be 
fymk Wf tQ it» Sovereigjt), 



Mr. PRIOR^s Negotiations. 17 

It was farther agreed, that provided the Peace 
were condnded, the moft Chrifliah King fhoQld, 
at the Time it was iignedy own and acknowledge 
the Prince of Oramgi as King of Great BriUiin, 
without any Difficmty, Limitation, Condition, or 
Refove. 

fiut after the Preliminaries were fettled, the 
Death of the King of S'weJen^ the Mediator, 
and the Sncceffion of Charles XII, a Minor to 
liis Throne, occa£oned fome Delay in the Ne- 
gotiations. This Obftniftion, however, was 
loon removed, by the Rcgencv of that King- 
dom, who fent a new Commiffion to their Am- 
baflador, M. d§ LiHienroot, who by his pradent 
Regalations much, forwarded the Conferences. 
For he enjom'i^ that to carry on the Treaty 
with the greater Eafe, all Precedency fhould be 
' laid afide, and the Tides of Princes fhould be 
of no Confequence. 

The Ceremonial being fettled, the Bsaon ap- 
pointed the 9th Ihy of May for beginning the 
Conferences. Rf^ici-ffou/e, the Place of Meet- 
mg, was fbund 10 convenient on this Occasion, 
that it /eem*d as if built on PUrpofe for the 
Seat of a Treaty. It was divided into three 
gnuid Apartments, which, though all feparate,, 
lad yet a Communication with one another. 
The Ambafladprs of the Allies had one Side 
allotted them, and thofe of France the other; 
the Mediator's Ofllce being in the Middle be- 
tween both. They had all different Avenues^ 
^0 as not to obftrua one another in pafHng back- 
wards and forwards. 
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Th Nam$s c/ their JExcellencies the Amhc^aJorif 
Plenipotentiaries , publick MiniJierSy En'vcys^ Sec, 
that ajfemhled at the Congrefs of the general 
Peace y at the Palace of Ryfwick, called Ncw- 
burg-Houfe. 

. England, 

TH O MJ S Earl of Pemhroie and Montg^ 
merjy Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal 
of England, Privy -Councillor to his Brit an- 
nick Maje%, one of the Lords Juftices of the 
Kingdom of Ireland, Principal Extraordinary 
Ambailador and Plenipotentiary of the Trea- 
ties of Peace. 

£dward Vifcount FilUers of Dartford, Knight 
Marfhal of England, " Envoy Extraordinary 
from his Britannick Majefty to the States-Ge- 
neraly and one of the Lords JuiUces for the 
Kingdom of Ireland, Extraordinary Ambaf^ 
£idor at the Treaties of Peace. 

Robert Lord Lexington, one of the Gentlemen 
of his Majefty^s Bed-chamber^ and his Extra- 
ordinary Envoy to his Imperial Majefty, Am- 
bailador Plenipotentiary at the Treaties of 
Peace. 

Sir Jofeph Williamfin, Knight, Privy- Councillor 
to his Majefty, Keeper of the Records, and 
Member of Parliament, Extraordinary Am- 
bailador and Plenipotentiary at the Treaties of 
Peace. 

Mr. Matthew Prior, Gentleman of the King's 
Bed-Chamber, and nominated principal Secre- 
tary of Ireland, Secretary to the Embafly for 
the Peace. 

Bavaria, 

The Baron de Prielmeyer, Monf! Richard hi» 
Secretary. 

Brandenhurgh, 

Monf. de Smettau, Monf. de Dtnlulman, and 
Monf. Ckarlis Adolf h Secretary. \ 



Mr. P R I O R's Nezotiatim. 19 

Brunfimck'Lmienhmrg-HaH9%*er. 
Baron Bothmary and M. Stamhke Sccretaiy. 

Cohgn. 
Baron de Mgmt. 

Denmark, 
Chrifium Sigifreddi Pieffem, Loril of PartM and 
Houkendorfi Cbriftian de Lent^ Lord of Zarl- 
battffen ; Meff. Pmewefi and Vemekren Secre- 
taries. 

£Pipfr9f» 

The Count de Katmitx, the Count de Siraatman 
and Bmrlach, and Baron if Seiiemi M. 
Mafick Secretary. 

Monf. 1^ Harlay^ Lord ^/ Bmumh Monf. i& 
Verjus, Count 4/^ C^rrjr ; Monf. 1^ Cailiieret, 
Lord of Caiiiierej. 

MentKm 
The Bar«n ^ SeAoaiorm. 

Palatinate. 
The Cdunt 1// /V^i&v. 

i>Mi Franci/c9 Bernardo de ^iros, the GduoC i6 
Tirmont, and Monf. jBnrZr Secretary. 
Snuedem 
Cbaries Bgnde, Count i/^ Bitemaeev Nicholas 
Baron 1^ Lillienroot ; Cbaries Baron i/r Fri/en- 
dorf Secretary. 

. Saxofp^. 
Baron ^ P^/^^y and Monf. Kerchur Secretary. 

The States-General. 
7iJ«^/ J?0r^/, Lord of J)n^eeck; Penfionary 
Beinfius ; Everbard de Weede^ Lord of DyriS- 
w//5 Monf. William deHaareni Monf. -5r»jr- 
»nKr Secretary. 

Ftnr the Empire, 

Triers, 
Baron Leyen, LordofSaffig, 



John Cbri^ifJhr dt Dieriiim, Couu^iUot. 
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Francis Roihifk, Baron of HeUbn. 

Badtn Buden. 
Charles Ferdinand^ Baron Phitterfdarf. 

Bre^ien and Deux-Ponts. 
Monf. Smiljfy, Councilior to (^ King of S'uur^ 
den, 

Brunpvdch- LsmefJfurg. 
Monf. Huneken Refident. 

Brunfwick and WolfenhutteL 
Baron Frederic de Steiniourg, 
Brufifroicks LtmenUttrg^ Ztll^ and WdfihbuHgL 
Monf. Seigel Refident. 

Cdegfi, 
MonC Harmem Jefeph Builajier. 

Dnmea-k, for Ha^em, 
Monf. Detlef Nicholas de Lenvtrntotu 

MgMOttt, 

Monf. Mtchael de Ghillet, Lord of T^m. 

Emferor. 
The Count de A<verjberg CBamberkiiu 

Fremcenia, 
'hkT^iOiWolfgmtig PhiUpdeSdareitifAerg. 

FrMkfart* 
Monf John James JShiUr, and Dr. John Mel- 
ebior Lucius, • ' 

Hetmhaurg. 
Monf de Bofiel^ Councillor and Syndic 

Monf. F. C. de Ecci^beim. 

Heffe^affd. 
The Baron de Goretx, 

Hild^eim. 
Monf Charles Paul de Zimmerfnans, 

leige. 
Monf Norfy Refident at the Hague. 

Lorrain, 
Baron Claudius Francis Canon, and Baron Jofifh 
le Begue, 

Lakeck. 
Monf. Ge9trg$ RMuUm, Frovoft and Syndic. 
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Monf. Ignmtha Jmhmiy Ottm, and Mimf. Gmr9 
William MoU, 

Mmifitr, 
The Baron Je PU fi i mhrni ie Lenhaufen. 

Ntmtmrs^ Duckefi of 
Mond Bourrit, Councilor and Treafaifr. 

Orleans^ Duke o( 
rAotiL tne nDbot Tift^M^ 

Monf. y«hr JSEmi:^ Hettermam, 

Pertugal 
Monf! Paeiecd, Envoy to the Statei . 

moni. at Savig^' 

Saim. 
Monf. irC7jf%. 

Mon£ Pbiiihert de la Tour, Baron of Scurdeagr, 
Monf, Francis de PriMgmno, Count ^ Cafttl- 

Saxe-Colhourg. 
Monf. the Baron ^^ f^g^^xr. 

mohf. d^Afveman, 

Strafiourgy BHhop of, 
Monf. Herman de Hahveren, 
Suabia, 
Monf. Frederick de Durhtimby and Monf. de 
Kulpis, 

Suabia^ Prelates and Deputies of 
Monf. Jnthonp Eufebiusy Baron of WaUkn, 

TremouiHey Prince of, 
Monf Jnhn Qahiel de Sanginierty Lord of Cha- 
faufac, 

Tnvej, 
Monf. yoBn Henry Keyfirvelt. 

Teutmic iyrder, 
Monf. Charles de Loe^ Baron of Weffen^ and 
Moxrf. fiitwr deBe^^hrw^' 

]>KtfUra<via« 
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Wettera^uia^ Counts of, 
Monf. Charles Of ton. Count of So/ms, 

fVirtemberg, 
Monf. Author^ Guntber de Heffen, 

Wirtsdfourgy 
Monf. Jobtt-Conrad'Philip Ignatius, Baron de 
TattoH. 

Order of the ^ ^^® appointed Day, the Baron of Lillien-' 
firftMeetiflg.^9^9 Ambaffador of Sfwede^i, and Mediator en- 
tered the Palace at half an Hour after three 
o'clock, palling over th^ middle Bridge, and 
through the Great Gate of the Palace. He was 
in a Coach .with fix Horfes, accompanied by 
two Gentlemen, who, as well as himfelf, were 
in Mourning for the late King. 

The Baron of Preilmeyer, Ambaffador and 
Plenipotentiary of the Eleftor of Bavaria, ar- 
rived about four o'Clock in a Coach with Bx 
Horfes, having his Son and two Gentlemen with 
him. Soon after came Meilieurs Boreel, Djfck- 
welt, and Van Haarerty Ambafladors and Pleni- 
potentiaries of the States-General. They, and 
their Gentlemen, were all in a Coach with fix 
Horfes. The Emperor's Ambaflador arrived next 
with ii\t Coaches, each drawn by fix Horfes "; 
and three others, with two Horfes each. In the 
two firft Coaches were M. Hayeck, Secretary of 
theEmbaffy, withthe other Secretaries andGentlc- 
men of the Houihold. In the third Coach, which 
was Count Kaunitz's, he rid himfelf, with Count 
Straatman and the Baron of Sei/em his Affociates. 
The other Coaches were filled with Count Kaw 
nitz's two Sons, and other German Noblemen 
and Gentlemen, all fplendidly attended. The 
King of Sfain\ Ambafladors came up a little after, 
in two Coaches with fvc Horfes. In the firfk was 
Don Bernard de ^iros, and the Count de Tiri' 
mont, attended by fix Horfemen ; and in the if 
cond were their Gentlemen. Thefe were fc 

Iawi 
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lowed by the Ambafladon of England^ having 
two Coaches with fix Hoifes each. The Lords 
Pembroke and VUliers rode in the firft, and 
Mr. Prior, Secretary of the Embaffy^.in the fe« 
cond, with the other Secretaries and Gentlemen. 
After thefe followed the Ambafladors of the 
/everal Princes of the Empire, who all arrived in 
lefs than a Quarter of an Hour*s time, between four 
o^Clock and a Quarter after it. The Ambafladors 
of France came at three Quarters paft four, with 
three Coaches drawn by fix Horfes each. Monf. 
Je HarJd^, the Count de Crecy, and M. de Cail- 
lieres^ with M. Harley, Councillor of State, 
were in the firfl ; a Gendeman on Horfeback 
riding before them. The two other Coaches were 
filled with Gentlemen. Thefe Ambafladors en* 
tcred by the third Bridge, which led to the left 
End of the Palace ; as thofe of the Allies had en- 
tered by that on the Right according to the efta* 
))liih'd Form. 

All thefe AmbaflTadors being introduced by M. 
hfenhoomt the States-General's Agent, they con- 
tijiucd the Aflfembly till after Seven; during 
which Time thev delivered their Commiffions to 
the Mediator, who was in the middle Hall. They 
all retired about half an Hour after Seven, the 
Emperor's Ambafladors firft, and thofe of France 
laft ; tho' it was befcn-e agreed, that this fhould be 
looked upon as immaterial, and not to be drawn 
into any Confequence. 

The fecond Meeting was on the nth of A%, Refolution 
at Ten in the Morning, when they fat till two in of the fecond 
the Afternoon, and agreed that their Conferences,^**^^ 
for the Future, fhouU be held twice a Week ; on 
Wednefdaysj at Nine in the Morning, and on Sa- 
twrdaysy at Four in th^ Afternoon ; which was 
exadly obferved during the whole Congrefs. 

It would be foreign to our prefent Purpofe, to 
»ve a Journal of all the Traniaftions of this Af- 
fembly^ or to infert all the particular Articles 
ff Peace that were xoad^ beiweeu xYie tcv^x^iX 
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Powers concerned on the one fide, and the 
Kii^ on tke otker. They make a VoL 
tfaemlelvety wliich it is not difficult to proi 
will only take the Heads of thofe which 
Etlgliuui, and obferve in general, that th< 
ria£ib and Sfmniiwds difcovered a Back\^ 
tooom&into the Terms IHpulated for the 
were induced however to fi^ the Peace, 
of being abandoned by the Evgh/b and 
who fulered the Trench^ durmg the ' 
to take Jttb in Flanders^ and Baru^ 
Sfnin. 
Articles that The Artidcs between Great Briton 
Kgard Eng' fiance were fourteen in Number ; the m 
*^^ tcrial of which were, '* That all Offem 

** juries, and Damages, fhould be mutua 
/* given: That the King of France on hii 
^^ Word and Faith, would not countenance 
** port any Coni^uracies againfl; the K 
** Great Britain : Thatthere fhould be frc 
'* merce and Navigation between the Sul 
*' both Monarchs : That all Countries, 
*^ Forts, and Colonies, which had been ts 
*' either Side during the War, ihould be re 
** That, to prevent future Contention, al 
*' Merchandizes, and other moveable 
" which may be taken on either Side, 
'' Latitudes, and in lo many Days after tl 
** lication of the Peace as are feverally ^ 
** ihould remain to the Captors : That in 
'' a future Rupture, fix Months fhould be i 
** by either Prince, for theSubje^ of the < 
" withdraw their Effedb : Tbat the Prin 
" of Orange^ and all other Lands belon; 
'^ the Kii^ of Great Britain as Prince 
** range^ fhould be reHored Jiim widi the 
" due." 
A Tcmirk- This Treaty was figned by the Pknipofe 
•blcParti- ^ the aoth of Filfrmtf^, K S. a lisdi 
^ * Midnight, and ratified by Kiog Wiu.1 
^ Ibea5>ch0f tU^&fiK J4oat^ Aodlgrtf 
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.of the i4tK Inftant^ written by yourOrder, tha± 
ithe French Ambafladors had excepted againft 
:thc Style of Rex Tranciay in the Jnflmment of 
Ratification of the late Treaty of Peace under the 
^GrearSeal of Eni^landy which you offered to ex- 
change with them, declaring withal that they 
would be fatisfied with the faid Ratification, as it 
is now worded, provided you declared that it 
ihould be changed if it be found otherwife in the 
Ratification of the Treaty of Breda^ and other 
Treaties made fince : And we having already di- 
reded you to declare that former Precedents fhould 
govern in that Particular : We are well pleafcd, 
that if the Ambafiadors of France be not already 
come to an Agreement with you concerning the 
Style of the faid Ratification, you do declare unto 
thenr in our Name, that in Cafe they do accept of 
the Ratification, the faid Inilrument fliall be 
changed, if the Style be found otherwife in the 
Ratification of the Treaty of ^r^^^z, andof othei 
Treaties made fince ; provided the faid Treatie? 
l}e underftood to be fuch as have been made an< 
ratified under the Great Seal of England befoi 
the Abdication of the late King James^ or oi 
taking Poffeifion of the Government of ti 
JCingdom. Aad for fo doing, this fliall be yc 
. "Warrant. 



W. 



jOmTffionsiii There arc two remarkable Omiflions in 
the Treaty Treaty of Ryfiwicky that of the Intereft of 
iif R^ick. James on the Part of the King of France 
that of the Proteftant Intereft on the Part of 
William. Lewis hadfolenmly pronuf 
an open Declaration to all Europe, that he 
never lay down his Arms till he had reftorc 
James to his Throne : But the great h 
. had i'uftained during a long and expenfiw 
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cibliged him to alter his Refolation in fo anex- 
peded a Manner, as to Accaiion the Publication 
of a Manifefto by the abdicated Prince, where- 
in he complained of the Injuilice done him. 
William, on the other Hand, had declared 
Jiimfelf the Protefior of the French Refugees ; 
yet never infilled on the Reftoration of their E- 
itates, and the free Ufe of their Religion in their 
OYvn Country. 

Soon after the Conclufion of the Peace, King ^^^ Po*^' 
William nominated the Earl of Portland to be ^^^^' 
his ArabaiFador Extraordinary to the Court oi France, 
Frelkce, Mr. Prior was appointed Secretary to and his 
this Embafly, which was fhort, and rather a iMat- Charaacr. 
tcr of Ceremony than Bufmefs. This Nobleman, 
who was a Native of Holland, and had been Page 
to the King when Prince of Orange, by his affidu- 
ous Fidelity had raifed himfelf into the higheft 
Favour, His Majefty made him a Peer of 
England, gave him the Garter,, and threw away 
fuch Grants of Lands upon him, as obliged the: 
Parliament to interpofe, and put a (lop to them. 
He gave him alfo the entire Government of 
Scotland, made him a Lieutenant-General, firft 
Lord of the Bedchamber, and Privy-purfe. But 
as the Situation of Favourites is always precari- 
ous, he (aw himfelf fupplanted by the Earl of 
Albemarle, another Dutchman, who had alfo 
been a Page. The growing Favour of this Rival 
had for fome Time alarmed him, and was the 
Reafon that he went on this Embafly with Re- 
luftance : And indeed his Jealoufy was not ill- 
founded ; for Albemarle ; fo prevailed in his 
Abfence, tliat he obliged him by feveral little 
AiFronts, to lay down all his Employments, 
After this he was never more in Favour, 
though the King always fiiewed an Eileem for 
ten. 

Ednvard Lord Villiers, late Envoy Extraordi-I^d^^^s 

nary to the States-General, and one of tKt'?\fc-^^'*^^'^'^ 

ftipotcntiaries at the Treaty of Ry/wicfc, \v^nv5\^ ^XviU 

C 2 \i^«CkCoax^ 
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been created Earl of Jerfey for his many and 
faithful Services, was now appointed Ambaflador 
to the French Court, in about two Months after 
the Earl of Portland had made his public Entry, 
Mr. Prior continued in his Office of Secretary 
under this Nobleman, with whom he aftewards 
joined in impeaching the Partition Treaty, the* 
both the one and the other was deeply concerned 
in the Management of that Afl&ir. But I fhall 
confider their. Condud, in this Particular more « 
fully in another Place. Thus much is certain, 
chat Mr, Prior was always ilrongly attached to 
-Oiy Lord Jerfeyy of whofe Integrity and Ability 
he had a very high Opinion. He has paid him 
a * Compliment upon his fine Tafte, which fuffi- 
ciently confutes the Calumny of a f certain Au- 
thor, " That the Earl of Jerfey went through 
** all the great Offices of the Kingdom, with a 
** Very ordinary Underllanding ; was employed 
•* by one of the greatelt Kings that ever was, in 
** AiFairs of the greateft Cqnfequence, and yet 
** was a Man of a weak Capacity". Is it pro- 
bable that an Author of Mr. Prior's nice Dif- 
cemment, would have fo far hazarded his own 
Reputation, as to make that Judgment the Stan- 
dard of what was exquiiitely fine, which had 
nothing in it more than common ? If Mr. Prior 
Has an intire Creature of my Lord yerfey\ as 
the fame Author invidioufly affirms, it was 
owing to the Deference he paid to his good Senfe, 
*nd not merely to fupport him by his Advice, 
without being engaged by his Merit. Sut this by 
the Way only, 
Lort M^' About the Cime Tim^ that Lord Portland wat 
Jl^'/y'^^^^/fcnt to Paris, the Earl of Manchejer W2ii di{-^ 
vice, and his patch'd to Venice, That Republick was the laifc 
Cbtraftcr, «of the conliderable Powers in Europe, not engag- 
ed in the War againft U9, which would not ac« 



• In the Prologue of Paulo Pttrganti, 
f Mr, 4Af ty, in bU M««oirt, ^r. 
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feitowledge King William's Title. But after 
Admiral i?i^/£ad appeared with a Fleet in the 
Mediterranean^ and the Conckifion of a eeneral 
Peace feemed unavoidably at hand, they deputed 
a iidemn EmbaiTy to London, to compliment his 
M&jefty. It was in Return of this EmbaiTy that 
die Earl of Manchefter was fent ; a Nobleman, 
. who had always been zealous in the Caufe of 
• liberty, and, at his own Expence, had accom- 
plu:iy*d the King into Ireland 2iZ2i Volunteer, with 
a very handfome Retinue; was at the Battle of 
the Bojfiif and the Siege of Limerick'; for which 
generous Service, after the Redudion of that 
Kingdom, he was made Captain of the Band of 
Yeomen. He refided at Fenice during the fuc- 
ceffive Embaffies of the Earls of Portland and To frgnci^ 
yer/ey 2X the Court of France, and then fuccced- 
cd the latter at that Court, where he continu- 
ed * much longer than either of his Prede^ 
fieiTors, and at a Tim* that will give us fre- 
quent Occaiion to mention him, in the fubfeqaenC 
Sheets. 

• Mr. Prior remained at Paris till after Lord Mr. P^wrin 
Mancbefier'^ Audiences were over, and then came-£«^^«»^ 
\ to England, to ferve again under the Earl oF 
Jerfey, who was advanced to be one of the prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, upon the Refignation- 
«f the Duke of Shre^ojsbury. His Correfpon- 
dence during this long Refidence in France, wat 
aot found among his Papers, which probably was 
owing to the Profecutions that foon after followed^ 
againll thofe who had projeded the Treaties of 
Partition. But we have one remarkable Stery 
4)f him at this Time, which muft not here be 
omitted, as it contains an Inftance of his de- 
licate Satire, and gallant Loyalty to his Mafter. 
. One of the Officers of the French King's Hou- His AnCwct 
fliold ihewing him the Royal Apartments and to a French 
Guriofitics at Verfailles, efpecially th« Painting! ^o^-"^^' 

• From Maj j6g^, to Sept^bir 1701. 
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of Le Brun, wherein the Viftories of Lzwrs • 
- XIV. was beautifully defcribed, aik'd him, 
*' Whether King W i l l i a m 's Actions were alfo 
** to be feen in his Palace". " No Sir, anfwered 
*♦' Mr. Prior ; the Monuments of my Mafker's 
** Aftions are to be feen every where but in hit 
" own Houfe." It was hardly poflible, in fo few 
Words, to pay a finer Compliment to King Wi L- 
Li AM, and at the fame Time, to pafs a jufler and 
more poignant Cenfure upon the Vanity of the 
Grand Monarch, of whofe Aftions there were 
more Monuments in his own Palaces, and in the 
Worksof Boileauy than in the whole World befides. 
* . Though we have not any Remains of Mr. 
Prior's preliminary Tranfadtions to the firft Par- 
tition-Treaty, yet as it is probable from the Of- 
fice he was in, that fome of the Management of 
it muft have lain upon him, I (hall here give a 
fliort Account of that Affair, and of the Change 
that immediately followed it, which difconcerted 
9II the Meafures then taken, and gave rife to a 
fecond Treaty under the fame Name. Mr. 
Prior was concerned in this alfo, though per- 
iiaps r.gainft his Judgment even at that Time j as 
he, with many others might foretcl the fatal Con- 
fequenccs that enfued. But doubtlcfs KLing Wi l- 
LiAM, who drove onthefe Treaties feemingly a- 
gainft die Opinion of his ablefl Miniflers, was 
convinced in his own Mind, that they were the 
only Means tlien left of prefervingthe Balance of 
Power. 
Occafion of * Europe had continued for fome Time after 
the firft Par- ^c Peace of Rjifixjick, in a State of Tranquility : 
titionTreaty But the Health of the King of Spain declining 
very faft, it was juftly apprehended, that he 
would die without Iffue. For this Reafon the 
French King kept up a very confiderable Army, 
and made all -the neceffary Preparations for fend* 
ing out great Numbers of Men of War and Gd- 

♦ Ce/c's Mcmoiri, p. 29, C^c. 
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lies, in order tb feize upon Spain as (bon as the ' 
prefent Monarch was dead. His BritafinicM Ma- 
jeily, who beheld this, and knew the Intrigue*' 
and Pretences of Franc e^ knew alfo that hi» 
o\:'n Subjeds would be averfe to a new War, 
wifch could not be carried on without many ad- 
ditional Taxes^ after having found the lafl fo 
vtvy burthenfome. He faw himfelf, and all 
Europe in Danger, without any faithful Alliance 
bat that of the DutcB. The Emperor had much ^ 

offended him ; becaufe he had obftruded to the 
tttmoft of his Power, the Accomriiodation at 
Ryjkvtck i and now in a Manner openly, laid 
Claim to the whole Monarchy of Spain^ which 
he hoped to unite with his other Dominions. Ail 
our Troops in thofe very dark and dangerous 
Times, were reduced to 7000 Men : And many 
Members had declared in Parliament, that tlicy 
thought even tius too Kf^t a Number. Tlii^ft 
was the French King le^ in a Condition to exe- 
cute almofl any Thmg : It was in his Voazr ti> 
take PoifefiioB of the whole Spanifo Monarchy, 
in the yarious Parts of the World, before any 
Prince bat the Emperor, whom he had little 
Rcaibn to fear, could oppoie him. The Party of 
the late King, upon this Appearance of an an- 
proaching Rupture, conceived new Hopes. The 
States-General were averfe to another War ; yet. - 
apprehended it unavoidable, if the ELing of ^/^//i 
ihould die without Children, unlefs it was timely 
prevented by a Treaty of Settlement. I'he Houre 
of Bourbon they knew, was an over-grown Power 
already, and they faw Danger in taking Part with 
the Emperor againfl it ; becaufe the Fund for 
carrying on a War,* of which the Emperor was 
t% have the Advantage, could be raifed only in 
England and Holland. Befides, if the Emperor 
fhould fuccee4 in his Aims, they might be even 
in greater Danger from him than from France it- 
ielf, without a Barrier againil kim m l\v^ Ke- 
/Jffrlajiu/j. Daring this State of Cou£>3l^^otv^ m , 



.3^ fi^^ HISTORY (f 

wriich all Europe feemed to . be involved, itin^- 
William wrote die following Letter to the. 
Lord Chancellor Somers^ with his own Hand^ 

His Maj$fiys Letter to h^i Some rb . { ^ 

Leo, Aug, 15, 166?; 

Kintr Wil' T Imparted to you before I left England j that iit 
/i'4w*8l«tter..X F. * there was exprefjed to my Lord P, \ 
fome Infinuation to come to an Agreement with 
us, concemifig the Succeffion of die King of f 
Sip, Since which C. TalL |{ has mentioned it ta 
me, and has made propofitions, the Particulars of 
which, my Lord P, will write to Vernon, to 
whom I have given Orders not to communi- 
cate them to any other befides yourfelf, and to 
leave to your Judgment to whom elfe you ihould 
think proper to impart them > to the End^. that ! 
might know your Opinion upon fo important an 
Aftairi and which requires the greatefL Secrecy* 
If it be fit this Negotiation ihould be carried on, 
there is no Time to be loft ; and you muft fend 
jnethe full Powers, under tlie Great Seal, with 
the Names in blank, to treat with C. TalL L be- 
lieve this may be done fecretly, that none but you 
and Vernon^ and thofe to whom you fhall have 
communicated it, may have Knowledge of it : 
. So that the Clerks who are to write the Warrant, 
and the Full Powers, may not know what it is. 
According to all Intelligence, the King of Sp^ 
cannot out-live the Month of ORober^ and the 
leaft Accident may carry him off every Day. 1 
received your Letter of the 9th. Since my Lord 
Wharton- cannot at this Time leave England^ I 
muft think of fome other to fend AmbafTador into 
Sp, If you can, think of any one proper,, let 

^Franci, fPfirtland^ ^ SptVft» }i_ CwntTallardm 
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flse know 1^ and be always afliired of my Friend- 

His Lordjbifs ANSWER. 

^runbridge-Welhy Aug, %%, 1698. 

HAVING your Majefty's Permiffion t<F 
try if the Waters would contribate to the 
Rc-eftablifliment of my Health, I was juft got to 
this Place when I had the Honour of your Conv- 
jnands. I thought the bcft Way of executing 
them would be to communicate to my Lord 
Orf. * Mr. Mont, f and the D. of Shrew. § ( wh© 
before I left London had agreed upon a Meeting 
about that Time) theSubjeft of my Lord P's Let- 
ten ; at the fame Time letting them know how 
ftri£dy your Majefty required, that it fhould re- 
main an inviolable Secret. 

Since then Mr. Af. and Mr. Secretary are come 
down hither j and, upon their whole Difcourfe, 
three Things have principally occurred, and arc 
humbly fuggefted to yourMajefty. 

1. That the entertaining a Propolal of thia 
Nature,, feems to be attended with very many ill 
Confequences, if the F. did not adi a fmcerc 
Part. But we were foon at Eafe as to any Ap- 
pnehenfion of this Sort j being fully aflured your 
.Majefty woulAnot aft. but with the utmoft Nice- 
ty, in an Affair wherein the Glory, and the 
Safety of Europe were fo highly concerned. 

2. The fecond Thing confidered was, the very 
ill Profpedl of what was like to happen upon the 
Death of the King of Sp. in cafe nothmg w^ 
done, preYioufly,. towards the providing againft 
that Accident, which feemed probably to be very^ 
near ; the King of F. having (b great a Force, in 
£ach a Readinefs, that he was in a Condition to 
take Pofieiilon of Sp, before any other Prince 

5 OrJuJL t i^6»tagut. \ ShrflKlbuTj*. 
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ceuld be ready to make a Stand. Your Majefty 
is the beil Judge, whether this be the Cafe, who 
are fo perfeftly informed of the Circumftances of 
Parts abroad. But fo far as relates to Englandy 
it would be Want of Duty not to give Your Ma- 
jefty this clear Account. That there is a Dead- 
neis and Want of Spirit in the Natioil univerfally, 
fo as not at all to be difpofed to the Thought of 
entering into a new War, and that they feem to 
be tired out with Taxes, to a Degree beyond 
what was difcemed, till it appeared upon the Oc- 
cafion of the late Eled^ions. This is the Truth 
of the Fad, upon which Your Majelty will de- 
termine what Refolutions are proper to be 
taken. 

3. That which remained was, the Confidera- 
tion what would be the Condition of Europe^ if 
the Propofal took Place. Of this we thought 
ourfelvcs little capable of judging : But it fecm- 
cd, that if Sicily was in the Hands of the F, 
they would be entirely Maflers of the Levant 
Trade ; that if they were pofTefTed of the Final, 
and thofe Ports on that Side, whereby Milan 
would be entirely fhut out from Relief, or any 
other Commerce, that Dutchy would be of lit- 
tle Signification in the Hands of any Prince ; and 
that if the King of F. was in PofTeffion of any 
Part oiGuipufcoa, which is mentioned in the Pro- 
pofal, befides the Ports he would have in the 
Ocean, it does feem he would have as cafy a 
Way of invading Sp. on that Side, as he now 
kas on the Side of Catalonia. But it is not to be 
hoped, that F, will quit its Pretences to fo great 
a Succeffion, without confiderable Advantages • 
• and we are all ailured your Majefty will re^uc 
the^T^rms as low as can be done, and mak 
them, as far as is poflible in the prefent Circum 
fiances of Things, fuch as may be fome Founda 
tion of the future Quiet of the Kingdom j v^hicl 
all your Subje^ caprtot but be cenvijcced is yo» 
true Aim, 
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If it could be brought to pafs, that England 
Height be fome Way a Gainer by this TranfaAi- 
on, whether it was by the Eleftor of Ba<vana 
(who is the Gainer by your Majefty's Interpofitx- 
on in this Treaty) his coming to an Agreement . 
to let us have fome Trade to the Spanijb Planta- 
tions, or in any other Manner, it would wonder- 
fully indear your Majeily to your Engli/b Sub-. 
jefts. 

It does not appear, in cafe thi& Negotiation- 
ihould proceed, what is to be done on your Part» . . 
in order to make it take Place j whether any 
more be required than that the E'ngUJh and Dutcbv 
fit ftill, and F. itfelf is to fee it executed j and 
if that be fo, what Security ought to be expeded, 
that, if by our being neuter, the French ht fuc- 
cefsful, they will confine themfelves to the Termg , 
of the Treaty, and not attempt to make farther 
Advantages of their Succefi. 

I have put the Seal to U;ie Commiffion, without 
expelling die Return of the Warrant. The Com- 
miffion is written by Mr. Secretary, and no Crea- 
ture has the leafl Knowledge of any Thing, be- 
fidcs the Perfons already named. I pray God 
give your Majedy Honour and Succefs in all . 
your Undertakings. 

I am,. with the utmoft Duty and Refx>cft, 

Your Majeftfs moft "■ . ' 
Djittfuly andmoft 

Obedifnt.Suhji^ and Sirvanf,' 
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It appears by his Majefty's Letter, that the firff 
Propbfal of this Treaty was made by the FrencH^ 
King to the Earl of Portland, while that Noble- 
man was in France : And it was probably in order 
to make King^ William come the more readily 
into it, without fufpedling any latent Subterfuge^ 
that he endeavoured to dazzle his Majefty's Eyes 
by the extraordinary Reception he gave to hii 
jAmbaflador, and the Marks of his Efteem and 
AfFe<5lion which he fhew'd him in feveral Letters. 
And now, that his Sincerity might be the more 
confpicuous, he orders his own Ambaflador, 
Coant Tallard, to make the fame Proportions to 
the King in Perfon, who readily receives them ; 
though Lord Somersy and thofe whom he confult- 
cd in England, were not fo well fatisfied of the 
French King's Intentions ; as appears by feveral 
Expreffions in his Lordihip's Anfwer. 
The Treaty ^ut, tho'^ his Majefty fent over for Advice, he 
figned. did not ftay to receive it. Lord Somers^s Letter 
bears date Augufi the 28th, and on the 29th of 
Augujf N. S. feveral Days before his Majefty re- 
ceived it, a Treaty was concluded to the follow- 
ing Purport, andfigned by the Earl'of Pbr//<^W 
and Sir Jofeph Willi am/on on the Part of England, 
Count fallard on the Part of France, and by 
eight Plenipotentiaries of the States-General; 

Articles •* I. That the Peace of Rjjhjuick fhould be 

©fit. " confirmed. 

" II. That in Confideration of the ill State of 
" the King of Spain^s Health, and for preferving 
" the public Peace, in cafe the faid Prince fhould 
*' die without IfTue, the Klingdoms of Naples and 
** Sicily, with the Places then depending upon the 
•* Sfanifh Monarchy, fituated on the Coaft of 
" fufcany, or the adjacent Iflands of St. Ste^ . 
" phano, Porto-Hercole, Orbit ello, Telamone^ For* 
•* to-Longo, FiQ7nhino, the Marquifate of Finai^. 
••the Province of Guipufcoa, particularly 1the 
•* Towns of Fmtarabicy and St. SebaPian, and 

" mor©- 
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** more efpccially Fort-Pajage, and likewife all" 
•* Places oathe French Side of the Fyrenees^ or 
*^ the other Mountains of Nanjarrt, Alatm^ or 
** Bifcay^ oathe Side of the Province ofGmpuf- 
" coa^ with all' the Ships and Gallies, and other 
*' Appurtenances belonging to the fa id Gallies 
** ilrould be given to the Dauphin, in Confideratl- 
«• oaof his Right. 

" in. That the Crown of Spain, and the o- 
** ther Kingdoms and Places, both within and 
•* without Europe, fhoulA defcend to the Elefto- 
** ral Prince of Bavaria, of whom hfs Father, 
'* the Eledtor, was to be Guardian and Admi- 
•* niftrator, till he came of Age. 

" IV. That the Dutchy of Milan fhould be 
** allotted to the Archduke Charles, the Empe- 
•* ror'sfccondSon.". 

THTs Tteaty was to be communicated to the 
Emperor, and the Eleftor of Bavaria, by the 
King of Great Britain and the States- General ; 
and if they did not agree to. it, then the Portion 
of the Party not agreeing, fhouTd remain in Se- 
^neftration,. till Things could be accommodated. 
And in cafe the £le£loral Prince of Ba^uaria 
Ihould come to inherit his Share, and yet die- be- 
fore his Father, without Iflue, the Eleftdr was 
to fucceed him in thofe Dominions, and hir 
Heir after him. Likewife the Dutchy of Milan,, 
upon the Archduke's Refufal of it, was to be fe- 
quefter'd, and govem'd by the Prince of Vaude- 
monty and after him by his Son. 

While the French King was thus decoying J''r^/;r/& Tn- 
King William into the Treaty of Partition, trigues at tk< 
merely to amufe him for the Prefent, the Mar- £*J^^**^ 
quis d* Harcourt, the French Ambaflador at Mad- 
rid, was labouring by all Manner of Means, to 
pave the Way to tne Spanijh Throne for a Princp 
of the Houfe of Bourbon. But the Queen of 
Zpain, who was nearly related to the Kin^ of tte 
tomans, and entirely in the Xntereft gf 1\xq Wo\]& 
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of JttJIri^i by her Vigilance fo circumvented hij 
Intrigues, that all he could accomplifh for fome 
time, was to engage Cardinal Fortocarrero in the 
Ijitereft of France, However, in the mean time, 
the French ftrengthened themfelves in the North, 
by a Treaty with the Crown of Sweden j and 
60,000 of his moft Chriftian Majefty* J befl Troops . 
were marched to the Frontiers of Catalonia and ; 
Navarre. Ships of War, like wife, and Gallies^ . 
, w«re fent into feveral Ports of Spain, A great 
Camp was formed at Compeigne, under the Pre- 
tence of inllru6ling the Duke of Burgundy in the 
Art of War; butdefign'd, in reality, to make a 
fudden Irruption, upon the firfl Occanon, into the 
Bpanijh ^Netherlands, From thefe Circumflances^ , 
and what adlually followed upon the King of 
Spain's Death, we may learn how juft were the. 
Precautions^ and how falutary the Counfels, . 
which the Lord Somen laid before his Migefty, . 
tho' they came too late to take EfFed. But the 
c^cpcfted Revolution did not happen immediately ; ^ 
for the Recovery of the King of Spai/i, beyond 
all Appearance of Probability, difpelled the Fears < 
of one Party for theprcfent, and difappointed the r 
Hopes of the other. 
/fJwH^t- ^"S William, at the latter End of the • 
to G^rma^, Summer, made a Vifit to the Duke of ZeU, and, . 
and procures at his Return to Laa, received one from the Duke 
a peace ia of Bavaria^ who came to pay his Acknowledg- 
^^^* ments for the Care taken of him in the Treaty of 
Partition. His Maj^ily likewife, to his immortal . 
Honour, found Means to put an End to the Hun- - 
garian War, which had lafted fifteen Years, by / 
letting on foot the Conferences at Carlowitz, » 
which ended in feveral Treaties between the . 
I9tperialiftsy the Ruffians^ the Foles^ the l^urh^ . 
and the Venetians, But arriving at London before 
Chriftmas^ he opened a new Parliament, which . 
ItmottUled S*v® ^^ * gr?at deal of Mortification. They 
m hgmc» obliged him to reduce his Army, both in England • 
and Ireland^ and to fend homs his Dutah Guards^ 
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notwithflanding the great Reludbnce his Majefty 
cxpreffed on thisOccafion: And all this at a 
Time when, in his Opinion, * " there was great 
•* Hazard in breaking fuch a Number of the 
•• Troops.'* 

It might well be fuppofed indeed,^ that neither 
the Parliament, nor the Privy-Council, faw fo 
much of the prefent Danger as his Majefty ; 
becaufe, for Reafons then fubflfling, he made the 
Partition Treaty a Secret to them both : Yet 
they could not but apprehend the Power of France, 
in cafe of the King of Spain\ Demife, though 
they did not think proper to fhew it any Regard. 

The next Summer his Majefty, according to Farther pw- 
Cuftom, went to Holland, and rcfided there tillplexcdbyhi 
near the Time of Parliament. Upon his Return ^*'^**™*"^' 
he found this, as well as the preceding, a very 
troublefome Seffion. They refumed the Grants 
which his Majefty had made of the JrzJ^ forfeited 
Eftates, and tack'd the Bill for this Refumption 
to that for the yearly Supply. They concerted 
.anAddrefs, praying, " Thgit'fohn Lord Somen, 
•* Lord Chancellor of England, ihould be re- 
" moved for-ever from his Majefty's Prefence and 
** Councils*' ; and though this paffed in the Ne- 
gative, on Account of Lord Somers*s great 
Services and acknowledged Merit, yet they came 
to a Refolution, " That an Addrefs be made to 
•* his Majefty, that no Perfon who was not' a 
** Native of his Dominions, except his Royal 
•* Highnefs Prince George of Denmark, be ad- 
** mitted to his Majefty 's Councils in England or 
•• Ire/and:^ This was levell'd chiefly at the two 
Favourites, the Earls of Port/and and JBemarle, 
who had been fucceflively thought too powerfui 
in Council : And the King had no other Way to 
avoid its being prefented, but by going fuddenly 
to the Houfe of Lords, palling the Bills that were 
ready, and putting an End to the Seflion. 

^ See hk Speech at paiSAff tht Bill 1699^ 



40 ne UlSTCyKY of 

The fecond The firfl Partition Treaty was not long ih: 
Treaty of Porcc ;. for the Eleftoral Prince of Ba'varia, ap- 
Partiuon. pointed Succeflbr to the King of Spain, died du^ 
ring this Seffion of Parliament. Hereupon Lord 
Portland, foon after, began to treat about a new 
Partition, in Favour of the Archduke Charles. 
The Earl of Jerfey was fent into France on this. 
Occafion, and he and Lord Portland were joined 
in a CommiJSion by his Majefly,. as his Plenipo- 
tentiaries, for agitating, and concluding a new 
Treaty. The Negotiations were over by the 
*700. ^'S^ °^ March (though the Prince died but on 
the 6th of February) and a Treaty was that Day 
iigned between the "knglt/h and Dutch on the one 
Part, and the French on the other. The Condl- 
tibn» ofitwere^ 

« I.. That %/«, Flanders, and the Weft-Indies^ 
** which by the former Treaty had been allot- 
** ted to the Prince of Ba'varia,. fhould devolve 
" to the Arch-duke Charles,, the Emperor*s Se- 
** cond Son. 

" II. That Napfes and Sicily, with the reft of 
" the Spanijh Provinces on the Coaft of Italy, as 
•* likewife the Province of Guipufcoay fhould be 
** affigned to the Dauphin. 

*^ ni.-That Lorrain fhould be annexed to Franeey^ 
** the Dutchy of Milan be conferred on the 
•*- Duke of Lorrain, and the County of Bitfche 
" on the Prince of Vaudemont,^'' 

The Plan of this new Treaty, in Cafe the 
former became InfufHcient, had been formed be- 
fore the End of the preceding Year ; and the 
Court of Madrid, it appears, fuipeded fomewhat 
of this Nature. His Catholick Majefly, fo early 
as Augpji 169.94 did not fail to remonftrate 
againS the Divifion of his Dominions in. his 
Life-Time: And the following Paper, written 
in Spanijh, was prefented on this Occafion to Mr. 
Shmkfe^ the t^glifi Mioifier at the Court or 
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Spaifty by Don Antonio ie Vhillay Secretary of the 
ViJ^cho UniverfaL 

•* Don Jntonio de VhillA\6S[ts the Hands ofMcmorUIof 

•* Don Alexander Stanbopey Envoy extraordinary ^'^'^ ^/^"i* 

•* of his Britannic Majefty, and lets him know, *^"^*^* 

" thatthe King his Mafter having been frequent- 

" ly informed by his Minifters in the North, of 

** the fttong Informations, and even evident 

** Proofi, which they have by different Advices 

*• and Accidents, that the Englt/h, Hollanders^ 

•* and French^ in Confequence of what was laft 

'* Year concluded and ftipulated at L09, are now 

** again forming new Treaties for the Succeflion 

^ to this Crown, and for the dividing of it j 

** which Notices have been* corroborated by other 

** Ways, fo that they are public over all Eu- 

** rope ; it would be againft his Dignity to dii^ 

** femble, and take no Notice of them. The 

•* King his Mailer thinks it inexcufable not to 

" oppofe what might produce fuch irreparable 

** Inconveniences, if it came to be put in Exe- 

**. cution i and has ordered his Minifters in the 

*' Courts of France, England, and Holland, Jo 

** make kno^vn to thofe Princes and Govem- 

•* ments, the juft Sentiments hit Majefty has of 

** thofe AdviceSj^ never heard of before in the 

** Life of any King, and more improper in that 

** of his Majefty, which coniifting at prefent (by 

** the divine Mercy, and for our Happinefs) in 

** only thirty-eight Years of Age, we may nar 

" turally promife ourfelves, and eipecially fronfc 

** the moft high Providence, that he may give 

* his Majefty the important Succeffion which we 

^ hope for from him, by the affedliouate Prayers 

** and Votes of his Vaffalsj^ it caufing a juft 

^ Wonder and Grief, that they doubt before- 

" hand of fo great a Poffibility,. by Reafon of 

*^ any Opinions taken up from the flight Com.- 

" plaints, and the AffliSion of his Kingdoms and 

" Subje6ls, and the Impreflions that feem to dv- 

^ ftiirb the great Tranquillity which VJexvo^N ctv- 
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** joy : When, on the other handy it is not to fcr 
*• believed from the righteous and pious Mind of 
** his Majefty, that he lives fo unmindful of hb 
** Obligation, and values fo little the Love and 
•* Security of his Vaffals, that if God (by his 
•* occult and fovereign Judgments) would cha- 
•* ftife us, by taking away his Life (which we 
•* hope he wiU not iuffer) without granting hinia 
** the Benefit of a Succeffion, his Affairs will be 
•* left without a due Refleftion on what is moil 
♦* juft, and moft important for the public Tran- 
♦* quillity, and fb that no Body (hall be able to find 
•* rault with his JufBce nor his Forefight. For- 
*' which Reafons, his Majefty has ordered his 
" aforeiaid Minifters to make Inftanccs, and ufc 
** their Diligence to cut off thefe Negotiations ;. 
** weighing the ill Effedb which they now pro- 
** duce, and what their Continuance may pro- 
** dace« And that the Complaint of his M^eHy^ 
^ and the Orders he gives to his Minifters abo-oad^. 
*' to notify to the Princes at whcfc Courts they 
^ reiide, may be at the ^me Time nude pub- 
'' lie ; he has lately ordered, that it be made 
^ known to the Minifters here: For this Reafon 
^ does Don Jfttonio de Uhilla conmiunicate it to 
*^ Don Alexander Stankopey by order of his Ma« 
*' fter, that he may alio give Notice to his Bri^ 
** tannic Maje&y, affiftingwith his prudent Re* 
** prefentations this juft aild honeft Porpofe ; 
** that fo the univerfal Quiet may be maintain'd, 
^* and that he may quit the Scandal of this Nego* 
.** tiation, which it is feared will be an unhappy 
** Motive of kindling the voracious Flame of a 
** new War ;. which being once lighted, will be 
*' difficult to be extinguiftied, either by the great- 
** eft Force, or the moft dextrous and powerful 
« Mediation : And he remains obedient to Don . 
" Alexander Stanf^fpe with all AffecUon." 

Agreeably to what is mentioned in this Paper,. 
Sk Remonftrance in French was prefented to the 
Lords jTuftices in Enghnd on \.\vt ^^im^ H^ad^^bf; 
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the ^larquis de Canaks, AmbafTador ^m the 
King of Spain, The Tranflation of it has been 
thus printed : 

" That his Catholick Majcfty having been in- ij«|jg ^y^^^y^. 
** formed by evident Proofs, that his Majefty AmUfla- 
•* King William, the Hollanders^ and other dWs Re- 
•' Powers (in confequence of what they have "*®'^'**'* 
•• treated and ftipulated laft Year at Loo) are now 
" at this Time adoally hatching new Treaties 
•* for the Succeffion to the Crown of Spainy and 
** (what is moft deteftabic) contriving its Divifion 
" and Repartition ; His Majefty orders his Ex- 
*' traordinary Embaflador refiding in this 
" Kingdom to make known to the firft Lords 

V and Minifters of England, the juft Refentment 
" which his Majefty' has againft thcfe Proceed- 
*.- ings and Operations, never before fecn, nor 
" ever attempted to be treated of by any Nation 

^- in Regard to the Intereft of another ; and ftill . 
'.* lefs, during the Life of a Monarch, who is of 
^ fo fit an Age to have reaibn to hope (for many 

V Years) a Succeffion fo much wifhcd for by 
'* all Nations; who, without a detefiable Ava- 
** rice, could not be provok'd to nfurp and ovcr- 
** turn another Prince's Country. 

** That if this was permitted, and was not 
•* contrary to the Law of Nature,^ no Nation nor 
** Dominion could be fiife againft the Machina- 
" tions and Deceits of the Strpngeft and moft 
" Malicious; whereas Reafon,^ and not Force, 
" confines Nations. 

• " That if it was permitted to Strangers to take 
" Notice, and to put their Hands into the Lines 
" p£ Succeffion of Kings and Sovereigns, there 
** would be no Statutes nor municipal Laws to be 
** obferved in the one, nor in the other; nor 
** could any be free from the Attempts of others,. 
** and the Crown of England lefs than any. 

** That if we lie watching the Indifpofitions 
V of Sovereigns, no Health would be cowftacaX.^ 
*• no Life Ikte, wAiiethe one and t\\e otKet Afir 
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•* pend on the Hand of the Almighty, who re* 
•* gulates Life, Death and Empires. 

" That the ImprefTions which one Kingdom^ 
•' jnakes upon the other, to tempt the Faith of 
^ the Subjefts, and to excite their Minds to a* 

• Rifing, are an Offence, and but a Degree lefs* 
^ . ** than the betraying the good Faith which ought 

. ** to be obferved among Chriftians, and more* 
•* particularly among Allies and Friends. 

" That we ought not to prefume that any 

* Prince, or Nation, and ftill lefs the King of 
*' the Spanijh Nation, u fo negligent, as not to 
" take juH Meafures againft Accidents that may 
*** happen when leafl thought of,, to fecure the 
** public Peace, and the Repofe of Europe^ which* 
V has been the Aim of the' Kingdom and the* 
** Nation for fo many Ages, as it is now and wilT 
** always be. 

" That if thefe Procee^Jings, rfiefe Machinati^ 
** ons and Proje£b are not- quickly put a Stop to, 
" we fhall,.wiihout doubt, fee a dire and univerfaf 
•' War over all Europe, difficult to flop even when 
*• we are willing,, and moft feniible and prejudi- 
f* cial to the £»^i^- Nation,, which has newly 
** tried and felt what Novelties,, and the laft War 
•' have coft them. This Matter is fo worthy of 
** Reflexion and Coniideration,. that it is not 
** doubted but it will be own*d as fuch by the 
•* Parliament, the Nobility, and all the Engliftt 
'* Nation, which has always been fo full of Fore- 
" fight into the prefent and future Times. 

" The fame Nation muft coniider its particu- 
•* lar Interefts, the Trade and ' the Treaties, 
** which fhe principally has with the King and 
•^ the Spanijk Nation i the Alteration, the Divi- 
** fion, and Separation.of which, would of Ne*- 
** ceffity draw after it confiderable Prejudices and 
** Damages ; and all this is prevented by cutting 
•' fliort the Projedl tl^at is begun, and not to help 
•* on Novelties, that have from all Times been: 
*^ iurtful to Empires and Soveiei^ties. 
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^* That die Extraordinary Ambaflador of 5/tf/« 
■** will manifedl to the Patliament, when it fliall 
** be affembled, the juft Refcjptment which he 
." now expreffesy as his Mafier has cauied it to 
** be notified to all the pablic Minifters of the 
^* Kings, Princes, and Republics, that refidc at 
'*' the Comtoi Madridr ' 

In anfw^r to this Memorial, Mr. Secretary 
.Vemony by his Majefty's Order, wrote a Paper in 
Jrencb to the ^panijh AmbaiTador, which was 
^ted the 30th of Sfptend^r 1699, ^^^ ^ ^^ 
.'tranllated. 

* His Majeily having (een the Paper which Secretarj 

* the Secretary of the Embaffy of Spain has late- Femon'i 

* ly delivered, by order of your Excellency, to P*pe'* 
. * feveral of the Lords Jufliccs of the Kingdom ; 

* His Majefly has fomid the Contents fo infolent 
' and feditious, that in Refentment of fo extra- 

* ordinary a Proceeding, and which can by no 
,* Means be juitified by the Law of Nations, He 

* orders that you go out of his Dominions precife- 
'* ly in eighteen J)ays, to be counted from this 

* Notification, and that you keep in your Hbufe, 

* without going out of the Limits of it, till your 

* Departure. I am alfo commanded to let you 

* know, that thefe are the Orders of His Majefty, 

* that no Writing be any more received from . 

* you, nor any of your Domefticks..' 

His Excellency Mr. Stanhope alfo prefented a 
Memorial to Don Antonio de Ubilla, containing a 
Complaint of the Marquis de Canales*s Proceed- 
ings. It was delivered at the Efcurial Nov, 3. 
• N. S. 1 699. and is thus rendered into Englijh. 
: * Don Alexander Stanhope^ Envoy Extraordi- m^. Stan^ 

* nary of the King of Great Britain, kiffes the hope's Mc- 

* Hands of Don Antonio de Ubilla, -and fays that moria** 
' he has Orders from the Kipg his Mailer, imme- 

•* diately to convey to thf Royal Knowledge of 
^ his Catliolick Majefty, the juft Motive of 
** Complaint given him by a Paper, which the - 
^ Secretary of tl^ Marquis d€ Canalti^ by Ox^et 
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* of his Mafter, delivered to the Lords Jufticci 

* of Efig/and in Londdfiy o£ 'Which the adjoined is 

* a true Copy, and from whofe Contents, befides 

* the rude and provoking Language, it is mani- 

* fell the Deiign of it was to ftir up Sedition in 
. * his ELingdoms, by appealing to the Parliament 

* and* People of i?»^//i»i againft HisMajeHy; 
^ which is to own them Superiors to the Royal 
^ Perfon, than which nothing can be more ab» 

* furd, and contrary to the Conftitution of the 
' Government of JE'/r^Az/ri/; and is what the faid 

* Marquis de Canales, AmbafTador from his Ca- 

* tholic Majefty^ neither ought, nor could be ig- 

* norant of, after fo many Years Refidefhce in it. 

* Notwithftanding which, the Paper is full of 

* contumelious Language to His Majefty's Per- 

* fon, making Ufe of feveral Artifices, of Inlinu'- 

* ations and Threats, purpofely to breed a Mif- 

* underftanding and DifTention between His Ma- 

* jelly and His Subjeds; an Attempt, which no 

* fovereign Prince can tolerate in His Dominions : 

* And therefore the King of Great Britai/iy his 

* Matter, found himfelf neceflitated to cut off 

* (hort, as fo6n as poflible, a Mifchief, which by 

* the Induftry of the Marquis, went on (preading 

* itfelf daily, by ordering he (hould be required 

* to go out of his Kingdoms : And, finally, the 

* faid Paper being, both in its Expreffions asd 

* Subftance, by its Example, afFrontive to th« 

* Majefly and Sacrednefs of all Kings, the King 

* of Great Britain, his Mafter, does not believe 

* it poflible that the Marquis writ or publifhed it 

' by Order of his Catholic Majefly ; but on the * 

* contrary, perfuades himfelf, that this his Re- 

* fentment will be much to his Royal Satisfadli- 

* on, as made for the common Caufe of all Kings : 
^ And Don Alexi^f^ Stanhope hopes that Don 

* Antojftio Ubilla Ml f9& all this to the Royal 

* Knowledge of hid Catholic Majefly ; remaining 
^ Don Mtoftio*s moil humble and aiFe6Upnate 

^ Servant*.- 

Such 
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Such an Indignity offered by a Foreign Am-Rcm»rk8« 
i>affador, to the Court at which he refided, would •hcfePapen 
no doubt have met with a like Return from any 
Sovereign in Europe, how well-founded focver the 
Allegations it was built on might really be. There 
is no Room however to qucftion,but many Perfons 
about His Majcfty, eljpecially thofe who after- 
wards joined in profecuting the Advifers of this 
arbitrary Agreement, were fatisfied in their 
Mindsy that the Spanijh Complaints, tho' a little 
too roughly delivered, were notTwithout Reafon, 
-I mention this to juftify the inferting them here, 
aad to (hew how far they may ferve for a Vin- 
dication of Mr. Prior, and the other Patriots 
who carried on that Profecution, and who per- 
haps, by many, may be thought to have aded a 
Htde mconfiftently in that Affair. 

But the Partition is no where painted in fuch 
lively Colours, nor the Artifices of the French 
-Court, in all her Negotiations abput this Time, 
more fully detefted and expofed, than in a Pam- 
phlet that was publifhed in the fame Year at f^i- 
^nna^ and immediately after tranflated into Eng- 
ii&, under the Title of I'he Fahle of the Lioris 
Share njerifiedy in the pretended Partition of the 
Spanifh Monarchy. Whoever was the Author of 
it, there is no doubt but the Senfe of the Imperial 
Court, as well as of many neutral Powers, is given 
therein. I fhall therefore make from it a very 
confiderable Extract, that the Reader may know 
what thofe Arguments were, which induced not 
only moft of the Courts in Europe y but many Sub- 
jedb of Great Britain^ otherwi'fe well-affeftcd, to 
difapprove the Condud of His Britannic Maje- 
fty. 

^ When the French Court exprefs'd fo much D^fign of 
; Zeal for the Peace of fe^V^, during the ^^ "^ 
. ■* higheft Profpenty of th^Jr Arms, 'twas eafy Peace of 

* to forefee that they were meditating ot\iQT Ryfu-ick, 

* Conquefis under the Favour of that Peace, 
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' which ihould be lefi expensive, and of mor* 

* Importance than any they could promife t» 

* themfclves by continuing the War : For to prc- 

* fume they afted by a Motive of Charity, to 
, * give Peace to Chriftendomy as they would have 
. ' us believe, is altogether inconfiftent with their 

** preceding Condu£t* — They were well inform- 
1 ed, ^2xingland and the United Provinces were 
' much exhaufled i and that the Emperor, hav- 

. * ing borne the- Weight of the Turkiflj War for 
' fourteen Years, was no longer able tio maintain 

. * his Troops 4^pon the Wsine. They had put an 

* End to the molt troublefome and expenfive Part 

* of the War, by an Agreement with Za'voy : 

* Yet they were refolved to have a Peace ; they 

* prefs'd it vehemently, and concluded one with 

* Difadvantage. They had already bought a 
^ Peace from the Duke of Sa'voy by reftoring 

. * Figneroly in hopes that his Separation from the 
. * Confederates, would facilitate the general one ; 

* and in thisthey facriiiced their Ally King James, 
. ' who had put himfelf under their Protedlion, 

* to their conmion Enemy King William, with 

* whom they entered into private Meafures for 
. * a flrider Alliance ; by vertue of which, the un- 

* doubted Right of the Emperor and his Male 

* Line, to the Succeflion of ^ainy was to be 
. ' iacrificed in Requital, as appear'd foon af- 
. * ter. 

* That the Peace was difadvant^eous to the/. 
. * Frenchy is evident lay the Obligation they were 

* under to reilore'fo many Places of Importance, 
. * which had coft vafl Sums of Money to take and 

' fortify ; .befides others that were to be demolifh- 
^ * ed, to the great Weakening of their Frontiers. 

* But the valt Defigns they had formed, deferved 
' all thefe Sacrifiqii^ The Catholic King was in 
'* fuch a languifhing Condition, as might carry 

* him every Hour to the Grave ; and they had 
' his Succeflion in View. The Continuation of 

• the 
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' the War would have kept the two great * Ma-* ^"^^i!^ 

* ritime Powers united to the Emperor and the*"*^**^'*** 

* King of Spai/ty by virtue of their Alliance ; 

* which was fo prejudicial to France, and yet no 

* Way to be diffolved but by a Peace, (b that it 

* became abfolutely neceflary to make one. The 

* Conferences of the Marefchal de Boufflers with 

* the Earl of Portland, the Embaffy of the Earl 
^ to France, and the extraordinary Honours done 

* him there, were the Fore-runners of the Dif- 

* folution of the Confederacy, and of the Mea- 

* fores taken between the French Court and thofe 

* Powers, to fecure the Succeflion of Spain to the 

* Eledond Prince of Bavaria. 

* This Expedient, however unjuil, feemed toDcfignof 

* the two confederated Nations, the moft proper ^''**^f "J 

* Means to brmg them out of an expenfive War^J|^£*J^^^ 

* with Honour, and at the fapie time to prevent Prince of 

* the French from feizing the Succeflion of Spain, BawdriMm 

* But on the other Side, it was favourable to 

* France, by depriving the Emperor of his Right, 

* and putting the French King into a Condition to 

* appropriate to himfel^ under the Name of the 

* Eleftoral Prince, whatever he (hould think con- 

* venient. Suitable to this View, it could not 

* but be advantageous to France to dilarm her 

* Enemies, which was to be the firft Fruits of 

* the Peace. For they were fure the Englijb 

* Nation would never fuffer their King to keep 
• * up an Army without Neceflity ; and that the 

* JJnited Provinces would, upon the Concluliom 

* of the Treaty, reduce their Troops, and apply 
' themfelves to the Re-eilablifiunent of their 

* Trade. And as to the German Princes, they 

* prefum'd, that when they f6ould find themfelves 

* deprived of the Suj^lies they ufed to receive 

* from thofe Nations, and of the Winter-quartert 

* which were afligned them by the Emperor, 

* they would difarm alfo. Thus the French a- 

* lone renxaining in Arms, and, by Mcwvs o? t\ifc 
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* Peace, being furnilhed with fufficient Opportu- 

* nities of embroiling Affairs in ^fairiy Germany , 
'* England J and the" J\^i?r/.^, would find no DifficuJ- 

* ty in Execution of their great Defigns, upon 

* the Death of the King of Spain^ which they 

* thought near at Hand. The Difarming fuc- 

* ceeded to their Expedlation ; and in lefs than 
' fixrMoriths they faw their Enemies out of a 
' Condition to hurt them } which made them raife 

* their Thoughts to higher Things than they had 

* before projeded. To make the beft Ufe therc- 

* fore of this favourable Conjunfture, after they 

* had broken a few ufelefs Troops, and fent home 

* the Militia,, which they could raife ag&in at 

* Pleafure, they marched the beft of their Troops 
' towards the Pjrenees^ fitted out Fleets of Ships 

* and Gallies to cruize upon the Coafts of Spain 

* and Ifa/y, and conveyM Men, difguis'd like 

* Spaniards, into the City of Madrid, to aflift 

* their AmbaiFador, who by his Intrigues had al- 
^ ready put that Court into the utm6ft Confu- 

* lion. 

* In this Pofture of Affairs the Catholick King 

^ * recovers, ahnoft miraculoufly ; which, with 

■ • the DiQjofition that appeared towards the 

, * fpcedy Conculfion of a Trace between the 

* Emperor and the Turh^ made the Court of 
' • France ilaken its Pace, left his Catholick Ma- 

* jefty (who had conftantly refufed to declare 

* himfelf in Favour of the Eledoral Prince) 
; * fhould enter into Meafures with the Empertw, 

* armed and vi£lorious, to bring the Arclxduke 

* Charles into Spain: Therefore, fmce thoy 

* could not flatter themfelves any longer with 

* the Hopes of obtaining their Ends without the 

* AlEftance of England and Holland (who had 

* engaged no farther than for the Eladloral 

* Prince) they entered into a Negptjktion with 

* them upon that Projedl ; and covering their 
' Ambition under the fpecious Pretence of the 
' pubhck Good, and "FreC^w^tXmQ? i^e^L^^/Nverc 
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* compaffing their main Delign by oblique and 

* indirect Ways and Methods. 

* 'Tis evident, that by engaging the two Ma- 

* ritime Powers, and the Eledor of Bavaria^ 

* to fecure the Succeflion of Spain to the Elc^o- 

* ral Prince, they fhould a£kually embroil them 

* with the Emperor, whofe Power by that Means 

* would be fo diminifhed, that either he would 

* be obliged to treat privately with France upon 

* fuch Terms as he could get ; or elfe, under 

* Pretence of putting the Eledoral Prince into 

* Pofleffion, they themfelves would feize into 

* their Hands all the beft Places, in order to 

* leave him only what they pleafed. 

* The Council of Spain, feeing the Emperor 

* difkbled by this League from maintaining his 

* Right by Arms, and jufUy fearing their Mo- 

* narchy would be difmember'd, could no Wajr 

* avoid to admit the Eledloral Prince, and ^ 
' fall into the Snare laid for them. 

* Moft of the States of Europe, interefting 

* themfelves no farther than to prevent the Uni- 

* on of the Spanijh Monarchy to that of France^ 

* would entertain lefs Jealoufy of the PoiTeffioB 
' they fhould take in the Name of the Eledoraf 

* Prince. And thus, when they had polled 

* themfelves in Spain and Italy, either a new 

* War mufi: be made to drive them out again^ 

* or they muft have had, by an Agreement pre- 

* judicial to all Europe, whatever they fliouH 

* think convenient for themfelves, in order to 
*'iave the Reft for that Prince: And for this 

* they had made early Provifion ; for we now 

* certainly know that they had already ftipulat- 

* ed with the Eledor of Bavaria, that the King- 

* dora of Naples and Sicily, which they have fo 

* loag coveted, fhould be yielded to them. 

* If the Spaniards and Maritime Powers ihould 

* acknowledge the Prince EledloraPs Right to * 

* the Crown of Spain, notwithftanding the ArcK- 

[ diitcJKfi lii». Mother's Renuiv^'uUOU o^ ^!C^ V^i^ 

D 2 ' * ^\^\Si 
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* Rights to.- the Bfanifi Monarchy, which w 
*■ made after the mofl folemn Manner, in F 

* vour of the Emperor and his Defcendants 

* the Male Line ; this would be to create a 1 

* tie in the French^ to be difputed hereafter wi 

* that Prince, mider the Name of the Dauphi 

* reprefenting the eldefl Daughter of Phi 

* IV ; whereas the Eleftoral Prince reprefent 

* only the Younger : The Renunciation of t 

* Queen, Mother of the Dauphin, as the Fren 

* would have given out, being of no more for 

* againft him, than that of the Archdutchefs 

* gainft her Son, 

* The Death of the Eleftoral Prince, whii 

* happened in the midft of thefe noble Projd 

* caft the French and their Allies into new Pc 

* plexities. The moft Chriilian King was ful 

* convinced, that if he pretended to the whc 
' Succeflion of Spain, in order to incorpora 

* thofe Dominions with his own Crown, ] 

* fhould arm all Europe againft himfelf Ai 

* if he pretended to obtain it feparate and ind 

* pendant for one of his Grandfons, his AUi 

* would not fail to oppole him privately ; ai 

* by correfponding fecretly with the Emper 

* and Catholick King, be enabled to deftroy tl 

* Foundation of his Hopes. Thefe Confider 

* tions moved him to propofe feveral Expedien: 

* to diffipate their Suipicionsj whilfthis Ambs 

* fador at Madrid endeavoured to perfuade tl 

* Spaniards, by ail the Strength of Promif< 

* Intrigues, and Bribes, to admit one of 1 

* Grandfons. But the Catholic King and t] 

* Allies of France expreffing their Averfion 

* this Projedl, he atlaft agreed with King Wi: 

* LI AM in another Expedient to determine xk 

* great Affair; which was, by Way of Provifio 

* to divide the Succeflion of Spain between' d 

* Dauphin and the Arcliduke Charles. 
Defignof « This Treaty, tho' myfterioufly concealc 
^^tyofl ^^^ Wind, and awaken'd the Sufpiciow . 

Purtitioih \^ 
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'the Courts oi Vienna and Madrid, Yet there. 
*. was fome Reafon to doubt; iirft, becaufe King 

* William, and two or three Perfons alone of 

* the greateft Figure in Hollandy were (aid to be 
*. concerned, and then, a FaA of fuch Enonnity* 

* and Injullicc wanted all Appearance of Proba- 
' bility. But the nu)fl Chriflian King, finding 

* himfelf oblig'd to maintain great Forces, that 
'. exhaufted his Treajfures, in Expedlation of ik 
*. Succefiion which the Recovery of the Catho- 
*. lie King render'd every Day more uncertain 
'.and remote; and apprehending on the other 

* Hand, by Reafon of his great Age, that if 
'. he fhould come to die without finiihing this 
' important Enterprize, the Dauphin might find 
*: himfelf too weak, or of too little Credit to 

* *. fuflain it with Succefs, he thought himfelf ne- 

* ceflitated to put all to Hazard, by making the • 
*. Treaty public, with the Circumflances which. 

* everv Man knows. 

. VHow rafh foever the publifhing of thisj^^^^^^^j ,f 

* Treaty may feem, it cannot be faid to liave France for 

* been refolved without mature Deliberation, publfttiing 
'.The. State of Affairs m Europe yf2LS inviting. ^^^p]^.^J^^^^^^ 
*: Sfain^ in the utmoft Perplexity and Confufion,* 

*..lay under the Terror of his Arms, which 
*. threatiled them by Sea and Land : All their 

* Places unprovided, and their Frontiers open on 

* all Sidles : The great Maritime Powers, from 

* whom they ought to expecl moft, difarmed, and 

* in all Appearance brought over to fupport the 

* Treaty. Thefe were fuch Confiderations, as 

* might well oblige the Spaniards to think the 

* Admiflion of a Son of France to the Crown of 

* Spain^ would be a tolerable Thing in the Dan- 

* ger they were in of being torn in Pieces. And 

* this was prefently perceived by the French ta 

* be the worft that could happen. There was a 

* Party formed in Spain^ to promote this Adnvif- 

* fion : For many principal Perfons among the 

* Clergy had already fwallowed the B^.il,t\vxo\x^ 

D 2 * ?ln^^ 
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* a vain Defire of Eafe and Quiet, which they 

* covered with the fpccious Pretext of Religion. 

* PofSbly, there was yet a greater Party among 

* the Grandees, of whom one Part trembled at 

* the Danger of lofing'afl by Refifkncc, and 
' the other was feduced by Hope» of reaping 

* Advantages from the Change. A$ to the Em- 

* peror, they faw him' fufiiciently «BFq)loy'd, itt 

* regelating his Frontiers with the turk, and 

* difbanding Part of his Forces, in order to r«- 

* cruit his Treafurcs. So that they thought 

* themfelves fecure from him ; eipecially con- 

* iidering, that the Divifions which had been 

* formed in the Empire about * the Ninth Elec* 

* torate, together with the Northern War, ia 

* which they doubted not to engage him, would , 
*' in all Appearance put him out of a Condi- 

* tion to think of Things abroad. Beiides alt 

* thefe favourable Diipoiitions, they counted up- 

* on the good Fortune of their Monarch, ^foof- 

* ten experienced in the raiheft Attempts, and 

* the Talent of the Nation for Negotiations aid' 

* Intrigues. 

* Accordiiig to thefe promiilng Ideas, the 

* French Court perfuaded themfelves, • that the 
•Publication of the Treaty could not but turn 

* to their Advantage. For the Emperor, find- 

* ing himfelf abandon'd by his antient Allies,. 

* and not daring to rely upon Sfain in fuch ex- 

* treme Confufion, would either be forced to. 

* accept his Lot, rather than lofc all ; and then. 

* they knew they ihould be Mailers of every 

* Thing in the Spanifi Monarchy that was con- 

* venient for them at prefent, with certaia. 

* Hopes of the reft afterwards:-^ Or, on the 

* contrary, if the Emperor ihould refufe to ac* 

* cept the Treaty, which they thought impro- 

♦ That of Hanovtr^ crcftcd in X692, in Favour of hic 
lite Majeft^'t Fathtr. 

* bablc. ' 
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* bable, then thejr trufted to King Willam and. 

* the Maritime Powers, who had engaged to fee 
' the Conditions performed, and doubted not to 
' bring in divers other Princes and States of 
' Europe, 

, * Under theie aufpicious . InHuences, we iaw Therrunf^ 
' that Treaty publiihed, which is now become tice, ^lA 
' the Scandal of aU Europe, A Treaty which Enormity • 
'may be juftly called, not only a Confpiracy J^^rw^f 
•againft the Aujlrian Family, but againd the ' '* 
•Liberties q{ Chrifiendom\ diredlly tending to 

* enilave Mankind to the Houfe of France^ 

* This is the Defign of that Treaty % irreeular / 
( in every Part, uhjufl in Subilance, and of the - 

( moft dangerous Confequences to all Sovereigns^ 
( who may with Reafbn dread the Force of thi? 
<. Example* Henceforward, if nothing more be 
c necefTary to reg^lat& Succeifions than a fuperior 
« Force, and a : Combination of three or more 
«. powerful Princes; What Methods of Caution 

* can, they 4)oflibly take, to fecure their Domini- 
(..onif.tq their Qul^r^n, or .Families I The Kin|r> 
« of Spain is not yet in his fortieth Ypar ; he is- 
<'Withi<i:the Ag^ of haying Children, and hi» 
« Hqalrfj^i^y be reilored by thai; Grace of God, 

« which -Jias been fo vifible, in his Prefervation. 
*,Bat he. lives t<^o long,, in the. Opinion of the^ 
*.Fri^^&» who have waited for his Death ever 

* 'fince he was born: And not daring to pretend- 

* to the. whole ^Succeflion, left aU Europe ihould 
•take the AJaiptn, they engage ^King William, 

* and .two or three leading , Men in, the United* 
'/Provinc^^ wjiom they had^gain'd, to confent^ 
*^thsLt they fhould.take either by Foi^ce or Treaty 
•what theyjudg^ moft convenient for them, 
Meaving only for Form Sake fuch a Share to- 
• 'the Emperor's fecond Son, as they w^re furet(^ 
*?tcar from him ifpon after. 

' But this is not all.: They cajrry the Attempt 

* yet farther ; and no .wfty trouble thepifelves a- 
' bout the Confent or Refufal of the a^ualPoC- 

D 4. ^ feSat; 
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. * fefbr of fo many Kingdoms and States ; as if 

* he was aheady ftruck out of the Book of the 

* Living ; or as if, by being chiWlcfs, he had 

* forfeited aH Right of inquiring who ought to 
^ * fucceed him. Then, as to his Kingdoms and 

* Dominions, though the dififcfing of them is 
' a Thing that determines their Happinefs or 

* Mifery; they are no more regarded in the 

* Treaty, than if they were (b many KingdoMS 

* in Tvetoty or Republicks of San Marino. The 

* Treaty was propofed to the Emperor and King 
^ * of SfaWf not as a Projedl upon which they had 

•Liberty to deliberate; but as a fix*d Decree, 

* and irrevocable Sentence, to which they muft 

* fubmit blindly and without Reply. There is 

* not the leaft Mention made, that the King- 

* doms and States to be divided fhall be prefer v- 

* ed in the Enjoyment of their Laws, Cufioms, 

* Immunities*, and Privileges j a Favour that 

* might have been ftipulated for them, tho' it 

* had been done only for Form Sake ; for we 
' know well enough that no fuch Thing is to be 
^ expedled from France. 

* The haughty and defpotkal Manner of the 
*• Trench y in giving the two Monarchs notice^ of 

* the Treaty, is yet more extraordinary. The 

* Marquis de Villars prefents it to the Emperor^ 

* and prefcribes the Term of three Months, to 

* confider whether he will accept or refufe the 

* Lot which was aflign'd therein to the Arch- 
' duke Charles J his fecond Son; declaring at 

* the fame Time, tliat unlcfs he accept within 

* the Term limited, they will give it to another. 

* And for the Catholic King, the Marqoit 

* de Torcy^ upon the Delivery of the Treaty to 

* his AmbafTador at Paris^ declares daily, and 
^ without farther Compliment, That this Office 

, * was performed, in order to know whether his* 

* Majefty would confent to the Partition, or 
I not: That, in the iirft Cafe, they would be 

[ content i 
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* content ; if otherwife, fucfh Mcafures would 

* be taken as fhould be thought mofl conre- 

* nient.^ — ^— • 

* But the French got yet ferther ; for they 

* will not be contented to difpofc of the King of 

* Spain's Dominions as they pleafe, and to pro* 
« iiounc» Sentence againft him with the higheft 
« Indignity : They affirm in the Treaty, that 
« the Right of Succeffion belongs to the Sons of 

< the Emperor, and the Dauphin of France i • 
« Tet, notwithftanding this Acknowledgment, it 

* is ftipulated at the End of the feventh Article, 

* that if the Emperor, and the two Princes his • 

* Sons, ihall refulc Jo admit the prefcrib'd Par- «, 

* tition, the two Kings, and the States-General 

* will nominate another Prince, to whom the 

* Share defigned for the Archduke (hall be given. 

* Can any Thing be more unjuft and outrage- 
'ous? They firft deprive the Emperor of his 
'Right to the Whole; then they divide the 

' Whole between his fecond Son the Archduke ' 

* and the Dauphin of France^ giving all the Ad- 

* rsmtage to the lafl ; and lafUy, they threaten 
' his Imperial Majefty, that unlefs he comply, 

* they will give his Son's Part to a third Perfon 
' in Punifhment of his Offence. 

' * Let Men turn this Proceeding which Way 
' they pleafe, they will not find mch an Exanv- 

* pie of Injuftice and Arrogance, in either Chri- 
' ftian or Pro^e Hiftory. Surprifals, Breach 

* of Treaties, Invafions and Dcfolation of Coun- 

* tries are Attempts that cry aloud for Vengc- 

* ancc ; and France has known how to make 
' ufe of them with Succefs, throughout the whole 

* Cotirfe of the prefent Reign : But that kind 
' of hoftile Adlions is ufually followed by others 

* of like Nature ; Men oppofe Force to Force, 

* and when a War is begun, each Party endea- 
' vours to take all Advantages againft their Ene- 
'mies. Here the Cafe is different. Injuflice 
f a^yLSurprifid are difguifed >mdct \;Ke^?Lmt:^i 
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* Peace f Way-kying janothcr Prince is faid l» 

* be convenient for Europe, and Ufuipation it > 

* covered with the deceitful Maik of an amica- 

* ble Agreement. But what Law, or what- 

* Right, had the three contradling Powers, to ^ 

* affume this Authority) and to conftitute them-« 
' felves Sovereign Judges of fo vaft an Inherit- • 

* ance ; to over-throw the Order of Succeffion . 
' that had been fo firmly eflabUfhed, and to adf- 

* judge the beft Part to France, that had renounce 

* ed all by a iblemn Treaty ? Strange' Triba-. 

* nal! where a Party is principal Judge, and; 

* -vt^here the two others, feduced by miilaken In- 

* terefb, blindly fubicribe his unjuft Deciiioni... 

* -And indeed, who could ever have thought 
' that King Wi lli am ihould have engaged with ; 

* 4iis moft dangerous and implacable Enemy^ to v 
' authorize fuch an enormous Attempt, fo prejo^ 

' dicial to all Europe^ and to his own People in > 

* particular ? It is upon this Prince, and his Cres- - 

* tiires in Holland, that the Blame muft fell r 

* For, as to the Trench, they have be«i fo-long,; 
' in the PofTeffion of attempting ^ny thing to-i 
*- compais their Ends, that nothing now can be > 

* furprizing which comes from them. But for ■ 

* *King William and the States^General, who 

* can fee them at the Head of this Treaty with- 
' out Emotion ?— — 

AbAirdit'es * Jf one ihould afk. thefe three. Powers what* 
^y'^l^^^^^* wasthe Objea of their Union, they anfwer^ 
Treaty. ' ^'^ the fecond Article, ^a mainiam the generah 

* Tranquillity of Europe : And if we would know ♦ 

* what was the Caufe of their Apprehenfions,. - 

* they will prefendy reply. They cnuld not fee • 

* "withcta Grief, that the State of the King g/^ 

* Spain'/ Health had for fome Time, beenfi Ian- • 

* gui/hing^ that the Life of that Prince is ingremf* 

* Dagger ; tho^ they cannot fhink upon this £i/ent* 

* 'luithout Affliaion, by Reafon of the fincere and* 

* unfeigned Friendjhip they hann for him, . Hither-* 
/ MKAJi goes Y/endcrfuUy Y/d\> ivo^iim^WtCKri* 
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* Ann Charity, the Defire of Peace, and dif- 

* mal Apprehenfion3 of the Death of the Catho- 
. * lie King. Nay in Conformation of the third 

^ ' * Head,, we may iay, that his moil Chrifliaa • 

* Maje%'s Uneafineis about the Health of this • 

* good Kmg was carried to fome Exceis : For hit 

* De£gn to fend an Ambaflador to Madrid^ ia 

* jordtT to be careful and vigilant about him, was 

* Xht principal Reafon that mov'd him to preft 

* and conclude the Peace with Difadvantage^ 

* Thiy Peace was hardly ratified when his Am- 
^baflador appeared at Mi^/V, to the AAonifli* 
' ment of the whole Court : and to fatisfy his^ 

* Mailer's Impatience more punQually, laid th^ • 

* Poft-road with his own Horfes, caufmg his 
' own Servants to nde as Poft-boys between Mu- 
*- tlruf. and the Frontier, to the End he might be 
*- every. Hour informed, without trufting to the 

* Spatiardfj about that Health which concem*d • 
' him fo much. A little Head-ach,, or a reftkCs 

' Night, was become the Subje^); of an Exprefs. 

* In a M^ord,. this officious Minifler, fe^ng the - 
^ Spaniards alarm'd ^bout the Sacceiiiop, omit- 

' ted nothing that might put them out of Doubti 
^ letting them fee at a Diflance gi:ea( Armies 

* upon their Frontiers, and SqoadnMis of Ships 
' and Gallies cruizing upon the Coafts of Sfai/r^ 
' and Italy, all ready to decide that Queftion."— 

The Author then fets forth the Treacher)' of 
the Fnnch towards the Spaniards^ during the 
Minority, and through the whole Reign of the - 
piefcnt King ; the Inftances of which he ironi- 
cslly calls, fo many Proofs of their Jincers an^ 
Mrfeigned Frundjbif, After which he proceeds 
thus: 

* The moft Chriftian King has renounced theThePreUn- 

* whole Monarchy of Sfain, as well for himfelf ^^°* ^^ 

* as his Defcendants, by ilipulating and accept- ^7 Momr- 

* ing the Renunciation of the Infanta Maria chy of s^aim 

* "Tert/a^ made before fhe was his Wife i and grov»»dl«A, 

* ihus violates this, Coatra£t>. whkh waift oae o€ 
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* the moft fdemn and authentic that ever w 

* made between Sovereigns: And all this foirn 

* ed ifpon the vaineft Sophifms of the Bar, whi 
*^are of no Force againft public Treaties; t 

* caafe thefe are Contracts made bona fide^ a 
' thorized by the Law of Nations among : 

* People for the common Benefit of Mankii 
' This is the Tandy Foundation of his pretend 
"* Rights : He produced them, in his Manifef 

* and contenting himfelf with the Formality,] 

* ferred their Verification to the Force of ] 

* Arms ; which is a new Method of Law, tl 

* has iince been of admirable Service to him 

* all his Deiigns. But what was there in tl 
' Manifeilo, but a continued Thread of captic 

* Reafbnings, which however fupported by t 

* moft crafty difguifes, were only capable of i 

* pofing upon the Simple and Ignorant ^ T 

* Author's Sentences are ambiguous ; his Autl 
' rities remote firom the Subjed ; and where 
' cites the Laws and their Interpreters, he on 
' the moft important PafTages, perverts the ti 

* Senfe of the Words, and confounds the Se^ 

* reign with the Commoner. What fhall I i 
'more? He ^Ififies known Hiftory, affir 

* moft apparent Falfhoods, and denies the m 

* evident Truths. Thus trampling under F< 
' that Juftice by which he flands condemn 
' proving nothing, and enlarging in falfe Dedi 

* tions, he fheds the Poiibn of his Malignity i 

* on whatever has been moft folemnly efbhli 

* cd by the Law of Nations, for the comm 
' Good both of Sovereigns and People ; as J 

* been fully proved in the Anfwers to that Lib 

* to which the French have never dared to : 
' ply." 

We have next a particular Difcuffion of .1 
French King's pretended Right, and fever^ J 
Hances of thofe Perverfions and Falfificatio 
which the Author mentions. After infifting 
the Moderation of Fbillf II, King of Sf^ 

whu 
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wfiofe Daughter IfabeHay by Elizabeth of Franet 
his third Wife, was coniidered as Heirefs to the 
Crown of France upon the Death of Henry III. 
he goes on in the following Manner : 

* This Example of Pbilipy which the French oangerftom 
' cannot deny, clearly demonflrates, that the the Incmfe 

* Houfe of Auflriay at the utmoft Height of Q^thcFrMt^ 

* her Power, was always averfe from t& Ui« Power. 

* of thefe pernicious Maxims to fatisfy that Am- . 

* bition, of which fhe has been fo injuriouily ac- 

* cofed ; and by a juft Companion, how dange- . 

* lous that of France is to all Europe^ fince ihe 

* makes no Difficulty to profUtute whatever is . 
' efteemed mofl iacred in human Society. By . 
' the fame Comparifon we may judge where to . 
' place that Vnirage of too mary Dominions united \ 

* under one Prince^ which is produced in the 
' Treaty for a fecond Reafbn of avoiding a 
« War. We may add alfo, that if France was 
' able to maintain her Power and Advantages 
' with ib much Succefs in the laft War, not on- 

* ly againft the Forces of the Houle of Auftria^ 

* but againft thofe of the Empire, England^ and 
' HoUandj either of which alone would have 
' been formidable to them fifty Years ago, no 
' Colour of Doubt can poifibly remain, 

* If the Crown of Spain paffes from the Ca- 

* tholic Ring to the Archduke Charles, the 

* Houfe of Aufiria increafes not in Power, the 
' State of Europe remains the fame, and I am 
' perfuaded, that all thofe Nations which the 

* French endeavour to fill with Sufpicions, will 
' like it fo well, that none of them would op- 
' pofe fuch a Difix)fition, if the French fhodd 

* lay afide their turbulent Pradlices. 

* Thefe Umbrages might have been reafon- 

* able under the Emperor Charles V. who 
' poiTeis'd the Hereditary Dominions of his Fa- 

* mily with thofe of the Crown of Spain, elpe- 

* ciafly at a Time when France was not near fo 

* powerful as at this Day. But the Fa^t o^ M- 
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* fairs is fo much altered fince the Divifion ol 

* that Auguft Family into two Branches, that 

* even from the Time of Ph'/if the Second^ 
*■ Son to that great Emperor, and his Succeflbr 

* ia the Dominions of Spain, her Power begaa 

* to decline, and confequendy that of- France to 

* rife; which made fo great a Progrefs in a 

* fhort Time, that the moft irreconcilable Ene- 

* mies of the Aufirian Family, changed the 

* Objedl of their Fears, made hafte to her De- 

* fence, aftonifhed at the nnexpeded Change^ 

* which convinced them, in Ddpite of the II- 
' luiions of France, join'd to all the Force of 
' Prepoffeffion, that her Power was far from' 

* being eflablifhed upon fo folid a Foundation as 

* that of her Rival. 

Security * ^^ would be fuperfluous to infert the Articles^ 
lyTrca-' which tend to make fure of the Maritime 
to be ' Powers to warrant the Treaty, and to perfuade 
^cJ!^^ * ^^"^ °^ ^^^ Sincerity of France in the Exe- 
' cution, as well as to break all the Meafures 

* that might be taken by the Houfe of Auftria. 

* to defeat the Defign. It is fufficient to exa- 

* mine the Subftance by the Great, to demon- 

* ftrate that the Promifes of the French arc 
*- mere iUufions, made only to attain their Ends 

* which when they have compafs'd, they cei 
' tainly know that no Guarantees fhall Se able t 

* flop their Career. So that the Matter in Di 

* pute is not, whether they will execute tJ 

* Treaty, or not; for, being wholly to th< 

* Advantage, there is no doubt to be made 

* the Execution : But the Queftion is, Whetl 

* they will keep thexxifelves within the Boa 

* of the Treaty ? which is a Thing that 

* Europe cannot warrant. No Treaty was e 

* made with that Crown during the whole Co 

* of the laft Age, in which care was not to 

* to prevent all the Chicanes they could po/ 

* ground upon ambiguous Words, diiEcolf 
/ fAfpSf Qt Irregularities* of Stile^ and J 



tnce. 
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and yet all tliefe Cautions coul'd never hinder 
them from puttiag faHe bterpretations upon 
the Text^ and pretending Nullities in Law> 
whenever they found it convenient. — « 
' Things being £0, can Men look upon the TheReonn* 
following Claufe ftipulated in the fourth Arti- "axiong of 
de any otherwife than as a mere Ulufion ? ^^%^*'^'^' 
Ths me^ Chriftian King, as njofll in his own ajerc UMii 
Name^i at in that of Monfieur tht Daufhiny hiswt* 
Male Children^ HeirSy and Suceefforsy born or 
t$ be bom ; as alfo Monfieur the Dauphin for 
himfelf and his Children, Mah or Female, &c. 
promife and engage to renounce, at the Opening 
4f the faid Sncceffion of Spain, as in this Cafe . 
they da at this time renounce, all their Right s^ 
and Fretenfioni to the faid Crown of Spain,. 
and to all the other Kingdoms, IJlands, &c. alt 
*which they Jhall confirm by filemn A6ls, in the . 
mofi authentic and befi Farm that maybe: Or, 
upon that in the fifteenth Article ? All the. 
ABs made in Confequence of the Treaty, or that 
have relation thereunto, and e/pecialfy the fo^ 
lemn A£ts which his moft Chriftian Majefty^ 
and Monfieur the Dauphin, are obliged to gi*vt ^ 
by Virtue of the fourth Article, fl^dll be regif 
ter^d in the Parliament of Paris, according to ■ 
their Form and Tenure, and ujual Cufiom* If 
the Marriage Contrads of the two late Queens » 
of France f and the Ads of Renunciation . 
which they gave upon them, were not fo well : 
known, it Would be eafy to Ihew by the Con- 
tents of the fourth, fifth^ and flxth Articles of 
thofe Contradb, that none of all thefe Condi- 
tions are there omited, but on the contrary, 
fo firmly fUpulated, and attended with fuch> 
provifional Caufes, that poffibly greater Care, 
was never taken on both Sides, to eflabliih the . 

. Security and Duration of any Treaty. The Gm' 

* Upon the fame Principle, the Guarantee of rantcca not 
the Maritime Powers, and all otKets.tS^axl^^^^'^^;^^^ 
.#iaBU come in; may be confidex'd 2^ 2iWiX)Rftt'^^^Q^^^NiU 

i 
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* Illuiion. It may indeed ferve to compel the 

* Emperor to be contented with his Lot, but not to 

* force the French King to content himfelf with 
' his : for when he has taken PofTefiion of his 

* Share without any Oppofition, he willeafily be 

* Mailer of the Reft. 

* In every Guarantee there is required, noton- 

* ly a fteady and conftant Will, butalfo a Strength 

* fufficient to enforce the Obfervation of a Trea- 

* ty 5 neither of which is to be found here. For 

* as to the Will, can we fuppofe it conftant In 

* iCing William, who is old, infirm, and, which 

* is more; -liable to be crofs'd by contrary Difpo^ 

* fitions in his People ? Can we fuppofe it the U- 

* iiited Provinces, whofe Government is fo eaiily 

* embaraffed, and who, to obtain a prefent Peace, 

* will always facrifice a future Intercft ? What I 

* here fay of thefe Powers ought to be underftood 

* of all the reft, who either are fubjeft to fuch in- 

* ternal Diftempers, as make them unable to exert 

* themfdves, or have Enemies abroad, that ne- 

* ceffitate them to keep a vigilant Eye upon Af- 

* fairs at home. But if we can ground 

* no Expectations upon the WiU of the 

* Guarantees, much lefs can we upon their 

* Force : For, befides that they may find En*- 

* ployment at home, or a Diverfiou abroad, by 

* the Artifices of the French Court, I would fain 

* know of what Coniideration are the Forces of 

* England and Holland^ in comparifon with thofe 

* of France? And for thofe of the Emperor, they 

* may have Work enough to cover his Hereditary 

* Country againft fuch Enemies as that Crown 

* may arm againft him. But let us for once fup- 

* poie that the French will find as many Enemies 

* as in the laft War, which yet is utterly impof- 

* fible J Will they not have fuch an Acceifion of 

* Power, as muft needs give them the Superiority ? 

* And if no effential Advantage could be ob* 
« tain'd againft them in that, what can we expe^ 

* in this ? . ' 
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* If then the Precautions mcntion'd in thefadignkytod 
•fourth and fifteenth Articles of the Partition Abftrd^^ 

' Treaty are mere Illufions, and the Guarantee of ^^^ ^j^^ 

* the two Maritime Powers, with as many more Treaty. 

* as would engage . fo infufficient a Security for 

* Performance, what might not be here faid of 
' the Indignity and ' Ablurdity of the Motives 

* upon which it is fbimded ? They are full of 
^ Compaflion for the Sickneis of the Catholic 

* King ; they cannot turn their Thoughts to-ivards 

* tht fad Events of his Death ^without Af" 
^ fiiliouy by Reafon of thefincere and unfeigned 

* Friemffifip they ha've for him. But to what End • 
^ are thefe vain Exprefiions, unlefs to colour a 

* Conipiracy formed againfl his Crown, to put 

* the French King into PoiTeflion of the befl Part, 

* and refer the Reft to his Difcretion ? Then, 

* what can be more abfurd than the Motive they 

* .alledge, pretending to re£Ufy the Injuftice, and 

* Enormity of the Partition by their Intentions to 

* prevent a War ? And who does not fee, that by 
^ the fame Injuftice they make it unavoidable ? 

* the Emperor^s Right, the Intereft of Spainy and ' 

* the iecurity of Europe rendering a War indif- 

* penfably neceffery. For to pretend that the 

* Emperor and the Catholic King fhould fubmit ' 
' to the unjuft Decree of thefe new Legiflators, is 

* what can " never be requir*d of them with any 

* Colour of Reafon. Befidcs, *tis the Intereft of 

* all Nations, to whom this Treaty is injurious, 
'and like to prove fatal, to make this Caufe 

* their own 5 from whence a War muft of Ne- 

* ceffity enfue, into which all Europe v/ill he 0- 
' bliged to enter.—— 

* If the Peace and Tranquillity of Europe de- 

* pended abfolutely upon the Execution of the 

* Treaty, the Emperor's Right might then be 
' con£i(krM as a private Advantage, and as fuch 

* be efteemed fubofdinate to the general Good ; 

* the contrary of which is moft, true. For the 

* Intereft of his Imperial Majefty is that of all 

* Europe* 
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' Eorof^ whofe Peace and Secttrky depends en* 

* tirely upon the Prefervation of the whole 
' Spanifif Monarchy in the Peribn of his fecond 

* Son ; which Truth is but too well prov'd air 

* Tczdyy and confirmed even by the Dlipofition of 
•the Partition-Treaty. 

' In that Treaty the TfsncH^ King has fH^ulat- 

* ed for himfelf the Kingdoms of Naples and ' 

* Sicifyj divers Places and Iflands iitnated upon 

* the Coaft of Tu/cany^ the City and Marquise 

* of Finals the Province or Gutpufcoa^ &c. all 

* "which Kingdoms, Iflands, Provinces, and Pla- 

* ces, are to be incorporated with his Crown,. 

* together with the Dominions of the Duke of 
' Lorrairiy who in Recompence is to receive the 

* Dutchy of Milan for himfelf and his Heirs for 

* ever. The >\rchduke Charles is to have for hi» 

* liOt SfatHy with the other Kingdoms, Iflandv,. 
'^Dominions, Countnes and Places, poi&fs'd.at 
' preientby the Catholic King, as well in Estropc 

* tis elfewhere ; bat under two Conditions.. Fii^" 

* That unlefs the Emperor accepts the Treaqr' 
' withm the Term of three Months after heia* 

* tluly informed, the Treaters ftiall agree ^pon a* 
'Prince to whom his Part fliall be given. — ^^-— " 

* Secondly, Tha^t this Part ftiall never be united' 

* or remain in the Per^ of any of his Defcen- 

* dants, or the Defcendants of the Emperor, 

* who (hall be either Emperor, or King of the* 

* Romans, 

* Thcfe Conditions thus tack'd to the Lot of • 

* the Archduke, being only fo many Snares laid* 
*hy the Fr'encbi as well to make his Part inr- 

* iignificant to him, as to have an Occafioa to • 
'feize the whoje into their Hands, I fhall 
^ endeavour to difcover the artificial Contrivance 

* of them. 

The Condi- * i^- The Lot fij^lated for the Dauphin is to lie 
tions fufc- * incorporated with the Grown of Ftancey which 
ArchdT^* * is already but too powerful ; whereas that of - 
I'Pt, WiiV ^* Emperor is .to be the Apcnaage of a younger * 
^ ^ !Soa^ 




OR's Negotiations. 

upon Condition never to be united Snan 
othcrwife, to thatof theEldeft,|ji^ 
Emperor; which is fach a Dif-^^y 
'proportion, that fuppofing the Equality of their^«jR 
'Lots, excludes all Companion in Point of Ad- 
' vantage^ fince that of the Dauphin augments 

* the Grandeur of France^ whilft that of the Arck- 
' duke not only deprives the Emperor of his 
' Right to the Whole, but tends directly to over- 
'throw his Power. 

' 2. The French King ftipulates for himfelf 
'vhathe knows would be mofl difficult to fub- 
*diic by Force, Lorrain only excepted, and 
'leaves to the Archduke the decayed and ruin- 
'oos Dominions of Sfatn and the Low-Cotm- 

* tries, which cannot fail to fall into his own 
'Haiuis a» foon- as he is in Pofieffion of his 
'Lot 

* 3. That the Lot of the Archduke m«ft • hH* 
' into the Hands of th^ French as foon as they- ap& 

* in Pofleffion of their Part, needs no Proof; 
'ince ^tiaimpoffible for- this Prince to keep Sfltm, 
'when he can have no Affifhmee from abroad, 
^lior any Commttnieatio& with- the Hereditary 

* Countries of the Family in Germany % whilft' 
^'/nmrf isMiftre(s of the- Frontiers,- as well by 

* Her preceding Conquefb, as by the defign'd 

* difmembering of Guipufco^, In tlie next Place, 

* of what Advantage will the Lew-Comtries be to 
'him, unlefs to ferve for a Theatre of- eternal 

' Vars with the Crown of France, which muft oT 

'Qeeeffity be always triumphant^ by reafon oF 

'the Neighbourhood ' of its Provinces,- and the 

'many Places they poffefs in thofe Parts ^ In , 

* which the two Branches of the Houfe of -//«- 

^ftria will be entirely exhauHed, only to preferve' 

'a Barrier for the DtUch a^init the Invafions of 

^ France, in recompence of the irreparable Nfif-* 

* chieft they have brought upon their Family. In 

^ a word, what will be the Fate -of the Spanip' * 
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* Provinces in America, and the E aft- Indies, widr 

* the Iflands they polTefs out of Europe, unlefs to 

* become the Scorn of the French, EngUfo, and 

* /)«/f^ Pirates ? For if the Spaniards could not 

* fecure them in the Height of their Power^ 
'. what will they be able to do in this State of 
•Defolation? 

* 4. The Condition ftipulated by the Treaters, 

* to nominate a third Perfon to the Lot of the 

* Archduke, in cafe of Refufal, can be coni^der- 

* ed no otherwife than as a double Snare laid by 

* France for the Princes of the Houfe of Jttftria, 

* to deprive them by that Means Q^f what feemed 

* to be left them by the Treaty, InthisRefpedthe 

* more dangerous^ becaufe the Emperor could no 

* way offend it. For if he accepted the Treaty,heof- 
*. fended the Catholick King in the higheft Degree, 

* and drew upon himfelfthe hatred of the Spaniards^ 

* which would certainly have determined them 

* to fettle the Crown upon a Son of France. — — ■ 

* On the other Hand, if the Emperor rcfufed 
*. the Treaty, they would proceed to nominate. 
*. another; and then by tampering with ally- 

* ihcy would have fold their SujSrage to the high- 

* eft Bidder. 

* 5. This Condition covers yet a more dange- 
^ rou$ Snare than the former ; for the three 

* Powers not prefently agreeing upon another 
' Perfon, the French would take advantage of 

* that Delay, and propofe the Lot of the Archduke 

* to feveral Princes,, as a Prey to be divided among 
^ them; which would be a Means to bring fome 
' of them off from their Alliance with the 
'Houfe of Auftria, and to make others negled 

* their true Intereft, in this great Alteration of 
' Affairs.' 

* 6. The French may not only take Advantage 

* of this Delay to feduce fbme and amufe others, 

* whilft they fortify their Party in ^^a/^, as well by 
. * their Intrigues, as by the Terror of their Arms t 

* But the Opportunities they would have in the 
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* principal Courts of Europe^ to lure them into 

* their Intereft, or at leaft to perfuade them to en- 

* ter into the Guarantee of the Treaty, would no 

* lefe contribute to facilitate their grand Defign. 
' And it is to be feared, that by thefe Means they 

* may engage fuch a Party, that both England 
' and Holland would find it difficult to break, 

* whenever they (hall return to their true In^ 

* tereft. . 

* 7. If King Wi LLi AM, by the Scheme of the 

* Partition, defigned to intereft the Houfe of Ju- 
*Jiria in the Defence of the Low-Countries^ 

* without rendering them too powerful there ; and 

* at the fame Time, to oblige ih& French to turn 

* the Strength of their Arms from that Frontier^ 

* by en^ging them in an Italian War ; it is cer- 
' tain he could not take any Meafures lefs condu- 

* cing to that End. For if all the Power of that 

* Houie could not maintain thofe Provinces a- 

* gainft France^ confined to its own Limits ; What 
' can now be done, after fo vaft an Addition of 

* new Acquifitions ? And who can tell whether 

* the People of thofe Countries, weary of fuffer- 

* ing as much by the fruitlefs and burdenfome 

* Succours of the Maritime Powers, as from the 
*\Invafions of France^ will not de^rately throw 

* themfelves into the Arms of that Crown ? Then 
' as to the Diverfion pretended in Italy ^ if the 

* French King becomes Matter of Spain^ either 

* fi)r himfelf or one of his Family, to which 

* Things fe«m to tend more and more every Day j 

* either he will find little Difficulty in feizing the 

* Spantjh Dominions in Italy ^ as acceffional to the 

* Head ;■■ or elfe there will be no Diver- 
' verfion at all. But if, on the other Hand, the 

* Treaty produce its EfFedl, and the two Branches 

* of the Houfe of Aufiria be deprived of a mu- 

* tual Communication, while France is fumifhcd 
*with Means both of diverting the Emperor's 

* Arms by an inteftine War, and embaraffing 
Jtkt ASairs of the two MariUxoe Yov^w^, ^ 



',Jo The HISTORY of 

'War in Italy can neither be difficult 

* lafting.— — — 

* Tho' the Points laft mentioned are fufl 
' to alarm all Europe ^ if the approaching 
^ gers be duly confidered ; yet the Court of i 
' is fo indefatigable in ufing all her Arts to di 

* or conceal thedifmal Profped, that I thinl 

* felf obliged to difcover the common Peril 

* to prove with Demonftration, that the 

* French King fhould ;iot get one Foot bf G 

* upon the Death of his Catholic Majeily ; 

* he can procure his Dominions to be dii 
^ fuch a Difmembering alone would 

* France in the Throne of the Univerfal 

* narchy, to which fhe has fuch a vehc 

* Defire.- 

The Dif- * If , the French fcatter their Treafures in i 

S^he?""- ' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^Pf » ^^ ^^^y ^°^"^® one Pan 
»//&Monar— * ^^^ ^^^ Other into their Interefts ; if thej 
chy, a Ma- * * broil People on all Sides, only for the Sa 
fter-piece of * embroiling ; if they maintain great Ai 
France, * which exhauft their Country ; in a word, ii 

* move Heaven and Hell, to make as many 
' mies to the £mperor as they can, and to i 

* his Allies, no Man ought to wonder. 

* this is a Maiter-game ; and if they fu< 

* they will be reimbursed with Interefl, 

* become abfolote Arbitrators of Europe. 

* great Buflnefs of France is to triumph 
' her Rival, whicli cannot fail, if fhe be pc 

* ted to tear up the Foundations of her P« 

* by difmembering the Dominions of the $^ 

* Monarchy': For fo foon as the Houfe of A 

* ihall ceafe to be the Balance of her Powe 

* other Bank will be capable of putting a St 

* her Rapidity and Violence, And here I o 

* but wonder at certain fpeculative Politi' 

* who either thro' Humour or PrepolTellion, 

* upon the Danger without Concern ; relyin 

* on trivial,- antiquated and unfeafonable Ma 
I They will wait for a Rqaedy ftom Time, i 
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* win either never come, or will come too late ; 
"^ and they doubt no more of Revolutions, which 
^ depend entirely upon Chance, than the;f do of 

* Evangelical Truths; even inferring from tte 

* prefent Grandeur and Elevation of France , a 

* Ncceffity of her approaching Ruin. If thefe 
^ Enthufiaftic Politicians had well examined the 

* prefent 8tate of Europe, and that of France, I 
^ am fure they would reafon in anotjier Manner. 
•* But 1 (hall only defire they would confider the 

* Example of the Ottoman Empire, and then blufli 

* at their own Indifcretion : For if this vaft Pow- 

* er has already continued above four Ages, it is 

* to be prefumed that of France may la ft longer, 

* efpecially confidering all thofe Maxims fo proper 

* for Conqueft, which Ihe has not only copied 

* from thence, but taken care to obferve in the 
f Moft punftual Manner, both at home and a- 

* broad. It is therefore, their Bufinefs to confider, 

* whether this kind of Government will agree 
. * with them or not, for they muft determine, and 

* that fpeedily". 

As the Execution of the Partition Treaty fefem- 
icd to be rfie grand Objed of the two Maritime 
Powers, the Author proceeded to fliew what Ad- 
vantages the French would obtain by their Lot, in 
order to their grand Delign j which was to render 
that of the Archduke fo burdenfome to him and 
his Family, as might pave the Way for them to 
icize it upon the firft War. This he did very ful- 
ly and clearly : But as we have already extraftcd 
•enough to fet this iniquitous Treaty in a ftrong 
; Light, and to juftify even thofe Subjedts of Great 
, Britain who difapproved it, I ihall not extend this 
: Matter any farther. 

While thefeNegotiations were privately carried 
on between France and the Maritime Powers, as 
well as when they were made public by the French 
Court, and thus expofed and remonftrated againft 
ky the two Branches of the Jujirian Ywsx\^ , ?l 
««nt4bj3r CorrefpondcncQ was kept vro \)^\w^^^ 
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his Excellency the Earl of MattcJhefitr in FroMce, * 
and my Lorid Jerfey'% Office in England^ to 
which Mr. Frior belong'd. By inferting the 
principal Letters that pafTed at that Time, or fuch 
£xtra6b of them as contain any Thing important, 
we fhall form fome Judgment of the Share 
each of thefe MiniAers had in the Partition 
Treaty, and in all the other Affairs then on the 
Carpet. 

Mr. Prior, I before took notice, ftaid a fliort 
Time, in France after Lord Manchefter*s Arri- 
vaL We learn it from his Lordfhip's Letten 
to the Earl of Jerfey^ the firft of which here 
follows. 

To the Eari 0/ Jeksey, 

My Lord, Farh, Aug, S« 1699. N. S. I 

* T Can now acquaint your Lordihip, that I ar- 
Letters of * JL rived here the 5 th, and the next Day I fcnt 
Lord Man* * a Compliment to Monfieur Saintot, * who im- 
^^r* ^^^ * mediately waited on me, and gave me to under- 
Fn^'^!'* ^^"^' ^^^ Monfieur de Torcy was expeaed in j 

' * * Town. Mr. Prior writ to him, and he ap- 

* pointed the Afternoon to fee me. Your Loid* 

* ihip knpws the ufual Ceremonies on fuch Occa- 

* fions. He feemed extremely civil, and let me 

* know the King did not return to VerfailUs till 
' l^hurfday next, and that then I ihould have an 

* Audience of him. The Ambaffador of San^y 
' was to wait on me, and this Day I fhall retmm 

* his Vifit. 

' I am obliged to your Lordfhip for letting me 

* have your Houfe, which I like extremely; 

* though my Equipage not being come from i?9MV« 

* puts me under fome Difficulties , But with the 

* Help of Mr. Prior all Things are made eafy. i 

* He has delivered your Lordihip's Letter to 
f Monfieur de Torcy ; and he took notice to mf 

• MiHer of tEtCercmoQMil, 
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* how well Mr. Prior has behaved himfelf du« 
' ring his Stay here. c: 

MANCHESTER. 

liht two fbUowmg Extras need no particular 
Itemark. 

% tbi Earl of JjBRSBT. 
Ujflatdf Faris, Jug* 15. 1699. 

' TAM now entering upon a troublefomePart c^ 

* X toy "BvAntA, ue King having appointed 

* To-morrow (or an Audience at fitfailhs. I 
^ cannot tell whether Monfieur and Madame wiU 
^ be there Mr. Prior intends to fet out for 
f Xtft as ibon as -thefe Audiences are over, tfr. 

MJNCHESTEIL 
f9thiEarlof]t%zzr. 

Mfy Lord, * fan's, Aug^ 19^ 1699. 

^ T.AM now to acquaint your Lordlhip that aJl 
< I my private Audiences are over, except that 
'0? the IHiuphin aod the Dutchefs of Cbstrtnt^ 
*whkh I am tohave To-morrow Morning at 
' Miudom. On Sunday Morning laft I waited on 
*th« King. I ihall never fail to prcfi 

' the DifiMch of fuch Matters as are conunitte^ 
'tomyCaiK» whatever the Snceefsmaybe. Mr. 
'Prior will leave this Place on Monday nexr^ 

manchesteH, 

Great Part of the Earl of Mauchefterh Bnfinefs 
10 Frana, was to prefent Memorids concerning 
Injuries received : Of what kind they wdre, we 
xuay in fixme meafure leazn from the following 
£xma. 

B i% 
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To the Earl of Manchestsr. 
My Lord, Loo, Aug, 25. 1699. 

^ T U AVE more dian once trooUed your Ex* 

* X cellency with Complaints of Hardfliips fti£- 

* tained by his Majefty's Subjedb in France, upoa 

* account of their being Prdteftants. But his Ma- 

* jefly has commanded me at prefent to inform 
' your Lordfhip of a very great Violence offered 

> to an Engl^ Shn> at Sea^ comii^ fW>io a Po^ 
^ reign Part^ which has been attacl^*d by one of 
^ France f and the Paflengers taken out contrary 
' to the Treaties, between the two Crowns for the 
' Freedom of Trade and Navigation, and the 
^ Law of Nations, I need not further open dia 
' AiBiir to your Lordfhip^ but refer you to the 
^ endo^ Papers^ upon which your Lordfhip is to 
^ form a Complaint, and to prefent a Memorial 
« to the Frenck Court. Mr. Prioh will have put 

* into your, Lordfhip's Hands the Bufineis of 
< Meilieurs lU la foreft and de Scbeuf, wheveia 
'your Lordfhip'& good Offices will be waatii^ 
^accordmg to the Directions already given.*' 

»?: BlAWWJXT^ 

We do not find that the Earl, of IAmchefttr^% 
JUmoofhances were always effe^ualat the Fnmh 
Court, thoi^ his Peribn feemed to be very ac* 
ceptaUe. He had before complained to. the 
Earl of Jerfey, that he * feared he ihould do bnt 
* little, e/pecially in Matters that relate to the 
' ^^r>& Refugees, whatever Promifes had been 
< madftto my Lord FartlmediSttbR^^xXi^ytrfpf 
' himfelf \ .Of this he gives an Inftanoe in the 
Anfwer of Meffieure di la Foreft and Scbnu » 
]bove-mentiDned ; whofe Cafe^ however, is. noC 
gt large regited. And now^ as to the other Bnfir 
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£]ieili about which Mr. Blatbwayt writes at 
Ring William's exprefs Command, hisLord- 
d^p iays in another Letter *» That ' till he ha* 

* laoTt particular Informations about the Matter, 
' he cannot think it proper to make his Com- 

* plaint ; for it is eafy to forefee,.* that this Court 
' will give him but little Satisfadion upon it, if h« 
' cannot tell whom to charge with the Fault. He 

* therefore - deiires my Lord Jerfey to fend him 
^ what farther Difcoveries he can make about i^ 
' t&at the Matter may be as dear as poffible*\ 
^oooidingly my Lord Jerfey feht him over a 
' PaM-, which had been prefented to the Lords 
' Joftices, who lookM upon it as a Thing of fo 

* extraordinary a Nature, that they thought fit 

* to Iky it before the Kinglfor his particukr Di- 

* re&ons.*' But the King of France was inflexible 
with regard to his Proteilant Subjects, of which 
Sort it appears were the Paffengers, twelve in 
Number, who were taken out of an Engli^ Vef- 
fel. That Monarch, whatever has been laid to 
tii Advantage, was in reality a bieotted Enthu- 
fiti^ very ignorant of the Laws of Nature and 
Nations ; his whole Reign, with regard to his 
Sobjedby being a continued Violation of the . 
former, and with regard to his Neighbours, of 
the latter. But we cannot give a better Id^ pf 
this Part of his Charader, than by inferting his' 
Excellency's Words in another Letter to Lord 
1*^1^3 who had before writ to him about the 
A&ir therein mentioned. 

MjfLord, Parti, Sift, s. 7699, 

*t1)ID obiTerve your Lordflup*s Dircftions, 
*'X ^d ^^^ an Audience fix'd before I fpoke. 

* to Monfieur de Torcy ; tho* when I acquairifca» 
f hini with the Naturt of what I was to fay/ 1 
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found little Hopes of Succeis. He would hare ^ 
luid me delay it for fome Time, and till I had 
informed myfelf how much the Preteofions of 
Madamoifelle Malaufe amounted to ; which I 
declined, faying, that what I was to aflc of his 
Majefly was a Favour, and in fuch a Cafe the 
Sum was not to be confidered Accordingly I 
had my Audience, and I muft fay, the King 
expreffinl himfelf in all the obliging Terms that 
-could be ufed in a RefiiiaL He uiid. He wak 
extremely troubled, whenever the King of Ei^ ' 
landzUktd any Thing that he could not gran^ 
^and that he hoped he fhould not be put upon 
thefe Difficulties for the future. I did aigoe 
the Cafe as much as it was proper, letting mm 
know that the King had that Confideration for 
her and her Family, that he hoped his Majefly 
would oblige him in it» and diftinguifh her, ihe 
having had leave to go out of Mrance ; pref* 
iing tfis as &r as was poffible. He wa$ plcafed 
to anfwer, that he knew very well all that could 
be {aid upon this Subjed ; that he had made it 
a Rule, which he could not but obferve, that if 
he granted it^ he muft takp froqi one to give to 
the other ; and that the better Way was not to 
amufe me with Hopes, fince his Refoludon was 
nev^er to grant any thing of this Nature : But 
that he hoped the King would be ^nvinced of 
his Readinefs to €<»nply with hin> in Matters of 
gjeater Confequence. I hope my Lord fe^trr 
ft?am will believe I have done all I could out of 
Reipedi for him ; though it is not an agree^c 
Subjed toipeakto, when one is morally fatisfied 
to be deni^. I muft defire your LorcUhip will 
be (b kind as topreyen^ as.inuob ^ you can, 
any 'Demands- i^ Relation to the Frwcb Kcfv*- 
g^; for I am confident they defien to w^arr 
us out at laft by their Refkials, ^jLod tba( it u 
not in my poor Opinion> much for the King*! 
Honour. I intend to prefs the Cafe of Mef-^ 
ficun di la Fmfi and 4$ Scbiw, it bting^si^ iv 
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* take it, already granted; though I believe 
' they will at lafl evade it. *u 

I am^ kC4 

MANCHESTER. 

Thus we (ee King Willi am could not obtain 
any Thing from the French Court by Remonflran- 
cesy which he had negleded to ftipulate in th^ 
Ttcaty of Rjfnmck : But this will not be wonder* 
^^t, when we refleA how fhorta Time that 
/maty itielf was found bindings in its moil ma- 
terial Articles. We have another Example of the 
Negleft ihewn to the Briti^ Minifler^s In^n- 
ces, in a Letter dated only a Week after the 

fir thi Earl of jERSEr, 

rljofif Paris, Sept, 9. 1^951. 

HAVE received your Lord{hk>'s Letter 
of tiie 24th pafty with the enclofed Papers, 
' relating to the Englijh Goods feized by Du 
' Bart^ on board ibme Dantxick Ships, and will 
/ prefent another Memorial about that A£rair, if 
' jronr Lordihip pleafes ; tho^ I cannot exped any 

* goodEffe^ fromity becaufethey ^ve a poii- 
' tivc Denial to Mr. Prior, as I find by MonC 
.' T0rcy*s Anfwer to his Demands upon that 

* Head, entered into the Book of Memorials. 
' The Words are thefe. That the Shifts upm 
' *wbkh thefe Goods nuere taken are Dantzickers i 
■* that Oath is made, that the Goods, luhich the 

* Engliih reclainud, belonged likewife to Mer- 

* chants at Dantzick ; that the French hold it 

* therefore for good Fri%e, and confequently nuill not 
'* reftore it, hut think the Engliih muji ha've recourfe 
' to l!)antzicky^r Reparation of the Lojfes^ 'which 

* ^^fiif^r f » *^*^ Affair, . 

/ amy 8cc, 

MilNCHESTER. 
E i \fix» 
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Mr. Prior being arrived at Loo, where Kii 
William then kept his Court, he wrote t: 
following Letter from thence to the Earl of. Mi 
€hefter at Pmris, whom he had lately left. 

Ti the Earl of Manchester. 

My Lord, Loo, Sept. zx. 16991 

f T D I D not trouble you by laft Poft, not I: 

* A ^Pg ^^^^ aWe to give a yery good Aceov 
' of niyfelf ; wJiiph I pan 4p npy, having h 

* ^e Hpnppr. pC a ^Miry, toflg and panicular A 
f diejice pf hi^ M^^ tbi^ Mpming ; the Effi 
f of vWob.w, tbatjjfe know?iim»^a8 abk tg i 
f forwhiij) ofi inrelatiPU tpthc prfifcnt State 

* our Affairs in the Slingdom where you are^ a 

* that I am ordered to go from hence to-morrc 

* Morning for ^p ^^gj^» tfi receive what Ord< 

* his Majefty may fend me, and to wait there 1 

* his farther Plf»(iire be known. 

* Your ^iCSte feff by Lh? iRdofcd J( 

* molr, the Cafe of <me Girard, a Minifttr 
' Neufc&afte/, whom his moft ChriiUall Maje 
' will proted againft what Madame ^ JVamm 
' the lawful Sovereign of the Place, deiigns to 
' in relation to her own Subjed. His Maje 

* commands me to intimate to your Excellew 

* That it is his Pleafure, that you concert w 
^ Monfleur Friebergen upon this" Subje^^, and 1 

* your beft endeavours with the Court of Fran 

* that they fhould let the Matter be examined a 

* decided by its competent Judges, according 

* the Scnfe of the inclofed Memoir, of whj 

* Monfieur Friebergen has like wife a Copy. 

* You will have Jieard of the King of D^ 

* mark's Death before this reaches you; (b tl 

* as to public News I (hall not trouble you. 

* As to more private Afiairs, Obrian is tab 

* up at Bruffels i fo your Excellency mufi *] 

* Bajly to tell y9u the Particulars of what 

' kno 
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' knows relating to that Man, and what he 
' thinks would be beft to do, that, his being taken 
' up may be ferviceable to his Majefty's Inte- 
' refb. 

* I write thtt Letter inclofed to Bayly upon this 

* Head : The Account he will give your Exccl- 

* lency you will be pleafed to fenddiredly to Mr. 
' Blathnuayt. 

* I take, tl^s Opportunity, my Lord, to repeat 

* my Thanks to " you for your Favours to me 

* while I ftaid with you at 1?aris } and to aflure 
^ your Excellency, thai in all Places and Sutibna 
;. I cooCttuie with great Rcfpedt, ^£. 

M. P*R 10 R. 

Mr. Paiok, at this Time, was concerned in 
the inoft fecret Affairs, and fuppo(ed to know as 
tniich of them as any Man wluLtfoever. He is 
continually ^ken of with the ntmoft Confidence 
ki the Mini^rial Letters^ and feems to have been 
wcry much relied on. We have the following 
Paragraph inim inclofed Paper from Lord Mm- 
chefter to Lord Jer/fy, dsLted Sept. 23, 1699. 

• I am infonned that one Mr. Memtis, or JW/Vr 
' «//, a Scotchman, embarked at Calais for Ih^ 

* *ver the Beginning of this Month. The beft 

* Account I can get of him at prefcnt is. That 

* he has followed the late King's Fortune ever 
' fince the Revolution, and being a Man of Let- 

* tcrs, and of Intrigue, found Means to infmu- 

* ate himfelf into Lord MMletofCs Favour, who 

* employed him in forging Letters from the Ja* 

* cobite Party in Scotland to the late King, com- 

* plaining of Lord Melfordy and defiring he _ 
« might be removed from the Miniftry, and 

* Lord Middleton appointed to carry on the Cor- 

* refpondence with them. This Forging, it 

* feems, was difcovered by'M^r^, who there- 

* upon ruin'd him at St. Germaim i &\ce viVvOa. 

E 4 * "XVwfe 
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^ Time he has continued in Difgrace and Want^' 

* which I am told are the chief Motives that in- 
' duce him to venture home. Mr. Pmoit can 

* give feme Account of him, and I fuf^fe • 
' Mr. Maciy too, fince he embarked in the 

* f acket-Boat at Dowr.* 

Concerning Obriarty mentioned in Mr. Pr^ok^s 
Letter, Mr. Bili wrote thus from Bntffeist to Lord 
Mancbefter, 

' I came hither about fix Dajrs ago, in order 
to fend away to a fafer Pkce one Ohriam an 
Irt/hman^ who was lately come from Faris^ and 
haxi been n&ted as a dangerous Man. I fent 
him to Breda^ and there I believe he is in good 
Hands. I would now beg of your Lordfhip to 
let fome Enquiry be made about hira, that we 
may know what he can difcover at \ts&^ if he 
can be brought to Confeflion. I believe this it 
the Man who carried aSGoodman^ and I believe 
he went alio from England with Sir Gnrgi 
Berkeley: 

In anfwer to thefe t^vo Requefts, Lord Man^ 
fbefter indofed the following Paper in a, Letter to 
Lord Jerfey^ dated 0<5F. 5. i669» 

* The beft Account I can learn of Oirian, h 

' what he iaid of himfelf when he firft came 

* over, viz. That he was always a great Acquaint 

* taince of Goodman } that they had often robbed 

* upon the Highway ; that when he received the 

* News of his being an JEvidence, he was in Cut 
^ tody of a Meifenger ; that he was engaged with 

* This Mr. Macky was at that Time Diredor of tbi 
Packet-Boats between D^er and France, He wrote .Cli» 
rafters of the Englifo and Scots NobiJity^ &c. to be found \n 
a Book iatitled^ Mtmin cf Secru Servtca^ 

•Ida 
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* Kim in the Ailaffination, though none of the 
' others knew of it, which made him refolve to 
' get Goodman OMt of the Way; fo employing 

* K>meFriend8y he fbon obtained his Liberty. Co- 
' lonel Ingram came to him, and tbld him, that 
' his Friend would min Lord Aylesbury and Lord 

* Montgomery, if not prevented ; and that thofe 
' Lords woald not (pare any Money to perfoade 

* Goodman to go to Trance y or to have him carried 

* SLW2y by Force. This Ohrian midertook, and 

* Ingram procured a Settlement of 500 /. fer 

* Ann. from the two Lords^ befides ^00 /. in 
' Money. That with ibme Difficulty Ohrian 

*' and Ingram met Goodman at the Dog in Drury . 

* Lane, where with fiur Words, Irat more out of 

* Fear, he confented to go, and Ohrian never 

* left hnn afterwards till he brought him to St. 

* Germafnj, where he was well received : But 
< having (pent their Money, and Goodnan not 
' finding any Thing would be done for him, he 
' was diflatisfied ; and left, when my Lord Porf^ 

* landcsjat, he might go to his Houfe for Pro- 
' tedion, he was fecured, and was never heard 

* of fince. This Ohrian foon after turned' hi» 

* Religion, and (b procured a (mall Pehfion. 

* Upon the Peace, Colonel Ingram was obliged to 

* leave England, by reafonof thelate'Aft ofPar- 

* liament^ and Ohrian complained to King Jamb s 
' that he kept their Money, which he denieds: 

* But foon after, the faid Lords remitted 2 to /. 

* which King Jame i ordered to be divided be- 
'* tween Ohrian and Goodhian'^s Woman, and fo 
'* Matters continued till he went to Bruffels to 

* Lord Aylesbury. It is thought,, that if he believ- 
/ ed he (hoidd not be ibon releafed, he would dif- 

* coverall he knows, and he is fully acquainted 1 
f with the Proceedmgs of moft Lords. 

* As for the Perfons in Cullody, I cannot Icam 

* any Thing but what Mr. Prior knows. They 
I arc &o longer ishun for them at St. Germains^ 
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' fince Lord Melfwd writes from Flanders, that 

* there is no Evidence againft them.'— — 

The Affiiir of Monfieur Girard, the Minifl^r 
of Neuf chattel, mentioned in Mr. Prior's Let- 
ter, was reprefented to the French Miniflry by 
M. Friehergen, the Dutch AmbafladoT, my Lord 
Manchefier being indifpofed : but the Reprefenta- 
tion had no EffeS, the King of France perMing ia 
his Refolution of protedting the Mininer, in De- 
fiance of the Treaty of Ryfinick, 

Before Mr, Prior removed from Holland, he 
wrote Lord Manchefier the following Letter. 

7o the Earl of Manchestbr. 

M^fl/urd^ Hague^OS i6. 1699. 

* Y H A V E the Honour of your Excellency's 

* X Letters, that of the 5 th, which cam^ ftrait 

* hithf r, and that of the 30th paft, by way of 

* England, and returned thence. I underibnd by 
^ the Gentleman, nothing can be done fo foon as 

* we wilh : But as I have fpoken to the Perfbns 
' concerned here, in a little time I fhall be able to 

* give him a better Anfwer than I caii at prefeijt. 
. ' It is thought proper that Bayly be cOntiooed 

^ in'ftatu quo, Mr. 2ir</haslet my Jjord jferjiy 

* know what he has done in relation to the Ad- 

* vices which Couchman brought. This, at pr^e- 
*■ fent, my Lord, is all I can fay upon this Sujb- 
' je£i in general ; as foon as we can get together 

* in Finland, I hope to be ^ore particular upon 
' it, and more iatis&dlory to the Gentlemen con- 

* cemcd. 

* We esgpd^ tb^King here to-morrow Night 
' for certaiB^.and about ^'iz/xtr^ following we 
' fhall be wi(hing the Wind &ir. Ohrian is by 
' this Time on bosi]>d, in brder to his going f< 
' England, The other Perfons feized this i>u] 
' mer, abo\H ^^1^6 ftiU i& Cttflody at Ar, 
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' I trouhk Mr. Shivyanvrhh. what i» lefimate- 
' ria]> and detain your Excdkncy ao longer 

* than to repeat to you the Affuraoces of my be- 

* ing with Zeal and Refpea/ 

M, P R I R. 

Lord Jerfiy having been in Halland with his 
Majefty at the End of the Seafon, he received at 
his Return a Letter from X/)rd Mancheft/r, of 
which we iball give an Extxa^ 

My Lcrdy Paris, OB. 29, 1699. 

* T Suppofe this will find your LordOiip fafely 

* JL arrived in England, and I hope you receiv- 
^ edmine of the 5 th Inftant in Holland, wherein 
' I gave your Lordfhip the fulled Account I could 

* get of Obrian, 

'.lam'to acquaint your Lord(hip, that Bryerly, 

* one of the Aflaffinators, who had formerly ibm^ 

* Thoughts of going into ^ff^/eiff^^ and difcover- 

* ing what he knew, in Hopes of obtaining his 

* Pardon, and getting a Recompence, continues 

* ftill in great Neceflhy, and is (aid to be in tiie . 
' fiime Refolution. Some Steps were made by 

' Mr. Prior in that Matter, when he was here, 
' of which he can inform your Lord(hip ; and 

* in cafe it may be judged for his Majefty's Ser- 
' vice to have him come over. I am fare the 

* Promife of a Pardon and fome Reward will 

* tempt him. I therefore defire vpur Lordihip 
^ would (end me his Majefly*« Diredions there- 

* upoB, which I fhall contrive to perform in the 
.' ia&ft Manner fbr him, and the Pexibn who is 
^ to ^ between us.' 

MANCHESTER. 
Two 



Two Days after his Lordfhip wrote a Letter 
to Mr. Paioa, which is the firft that has beeb 
preferved^ though doubtleis many preceded it. 

S IRp Path, OB, 3 1. 1699. 

* T S H A L L now begin to trouble you often^ 

* X believing you are fettled in the Office, which 
' will be anoSer Sort of life than that in Frmmce^ 

* but when i confider you have fo worthy a Per- h 

* fon, and io good a Friend €0 ad under, I then i'^ 
' think nothing can ftand in Competicien with it.. [j 
^ I fhall be every Dav more (enfible of the Lois ii 

* of you here,, whicn J hope you will make up u 
' to me, by letting me hear often from yfiu^ f ii 
' have acquainted my Lord Jerfiy with what '^ 
^ * pafledm relation to me and the JP«r/i^4i/Anr> 

.* bafiador in the Apartment of Monfieur dr 
^ T§rcy. He is going away, elfe it would be in^ 

* poffible but there muA be fiurther Disputes of 
^ that Nature. The firft Opportunity, I hav^ 
*■ 1 fhall certainly return his Rudends. When 

* you can do it conveniently, put my Lord y«r- 

* y^ in mind of what we have often difconried 

* about, in relation to the Aflairs of Fraxce, and 

* what he was fo kind as to fsLy he would prevents 
< if poffible, when I had the Honour of feeing. 
« him laft. You caa eafily imagine I fhall not 

* be able to obtain any Thing of this Court, if 

* Matters of Moment muft be only tranfaded by 

* lAonSitur deTallard: Not that I am defirouf 

* of knowing more than what he would think 
■* ^iKf^t^ in the Poft I am in. I need not tell 

* you that as a mat £3q)ence ia neceffiuy here; 
^ fix an Efleem tor the Perfbn is as much ;. and I 

* flatter myfelf I fhall not forfeit it,, nnlds thiSi 
' Court finds I am only here to xnakc a Show* 

^ Tbe Affront Bis LordiEip mentions, was the AmKaflji* 
^nmnningiabefoi«hUB>comrarjrtoFor0> at xhtFrtmh 

f MOJ^OJT 
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* Monfieur A faltard is da3y expe6led, aacE 

* it may be will ftill make his ComptaiBts, as 
' fbnnerhr, of ^e Delays he meets with in Eng- 
' kmi. Itioj 1 can now anfwer himmach better, 

* \(f what I have ften fince my coming here^ 

* The Day of Parade is near, and^, with the 

* Hdip of the Advice you give me, it will go 
' wi£ The Cahfh is done, and I like it ; though 

* I aflure yon the Coaches I brought from Eng" 
*lanJdo exceed it in Gilding, Painting, and 

* Carving. All who iee it do own, and the 
' Frenci confefi, they cannot come up to our 
' Gluing, though they pretend theirs will laft 

* longer. I wiih yon was to be here for a few 

* IXiys. The beft Apartment is now a la Trai^ 

* tnift ; Velvet and Damask Chairs with Gold 
' Gdoion, the Frames gilded. Marble Tables, 
' with large Looking-GlafTes, i^c, I found it 
' wa»aUbl«tely nece&ry, and when I was do- 

* ing it, I would do it well. The Chappel, which. 
^ I have enlarged into the Garden, looks very 

* handfome. 

* I cannot finifli thiis, without my Wifhes that 
^ you may fucceed in all Things for your Kir 

* vantAge.T 

I am^ &c. 

MAlJCHES^rEK. 

Ibmnediately after receiving this Letter, Mr. 
^aror was fent over to Lord Mancbefter at Paris^ 
"We have a fliort Letter from Lord Jirfiyy which 
fives finae Idea of the Meflage he was fent on,. 
aAd ihewi the great Credit he was in with this: 
'then Miniftry» 

TothiEarfaf Manchbsterv 

B§f Lord, fFhiteBaff, OSh 23. 169^* O. S^ 

• T H A V E received your Lordlhip^s Letter of 
f JL lh« aSdi of Oa96$r^ Bffbxv you i^eceive 
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* this, Mr. Prior will be with you. It is hb 
« Majefty's D^firc that you difoourfe the Bufineii 
« of the Paitition Treaty with Mr. Prior, whp 

< has already Knowledge of it; a«d according tp 
« the Account your Lordfliip gives next of it, you 

* fliall receive his Majefty's farther Direftions. 
' What elfe your I^etters contain, I muft beg 

* Leave to put off the anfwcring it to another 

* Time. I am, &c. 

JERSET.. 

Mr. Prior being arrived. Lord Manchtfttr 
gave an account of it to Lord Jerfey^ in a Letter 
dated Ifov, 6. 1699, which begins thus. 

My Lord y 

* Ti/TR-PRio'^ informed your Lordfliip^ bf 
' iVl Wednefdaf% Poft, of his Arrival here. 

< He having explained to me the Subjed upon 

* which he was fent, I wrote to Monfieur ie Itwrcy^ 

* in order to procure an Audience, ^t? 

This Journey of Mr. Prior's, tho' he merri- 
ly fpeaks of it himielf as if he was only fent of 
a Courier's Errand, was a Matter of too much 
Importance to be paffed over privately. The 
Engli/b Ambaffador informs his Friend the Se- 
cretary, in another Letter dated JW. 11.* That 

* he thought proper to tell Monfieur de Torcy^ 

* that Mr. Prior was there, iince it was impof* 

< £ib]e but that he fhould hare heard if ; and h{s 
lonUhip imagined the FrtBch Minifter ' might 

< Jiare thought th^t be wasnot fm with Jiiin> i^ 

* ht hadcoBcealodit.* In tiiefrme huM hatA 
Manchefter nientioned his having g^Ued ^bouf 
bringing thi Treaty of ^pain to a happy Cor 
dufion, and that Jbe W46 pnomifed aft Audier 
on that Af&ir : Alfo; that iie had got M. frit 
gem t9 go to the P4r/i^«/AiRbafrador,for aft ^ 
cation of his late Pr^c^edjag. That Aqhjbfi^ 
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not heard of an^ Rule eflahlifhed amoogA Am- 
1)afladors in their going to Moniieur d^ Torey ; 
that he was in HaAe when he went in, and did 
not intend any Affront. 

Mr. P R I o R^s Stay at Pan's was rery (hort. In 
a few Days after Lord Manchefttr^ Writing, he 
received two Letters, one from the Earl of J^r- 
fy^ and another from his poetical Friend. Lord 
Jerfey^% has the following Poftfcript. 

* I have received your Lordfhip's of J\5w. 1 1. 

* I told the King the Excufes the Portugal Am- 
' bai&dor made you, which has Majeily feemed 

* &tisfied with. Mr. Prior is come; but till 

* Moniieur Tallardcomts^ you will have no fur- 

* ther Dirediion about the Spani/b Affair.' 

Mr. Prior's Letter we jfhall infert at large; 
as indeed nothing ought to be fuppreiTed thu 
came from him. 

To the Earl of Manchester. 

I^y Lordy Land. Nonf. -^. 1699. 

* T Arrived here on Friday Night, and every 

* JL Body confefles that only Roger is fitter than 

* I to be fent Exprefs : On Saturday Morning 

* my Lord ^er/ey carried me to the King. I 

* firft Bead to hk Majeily what your Lordihip 
' (aid to the King of France, and what the King 

* anfivered thereupon ; and then I explained to 
' his Majeily the Subftance of the whole that 
' had pa&*d dunng my being in France. His 
' Majdly is iatisfied with every Step your Excel- 
^lenc^ made; and, in one Word, we did as we 
' oughf tD^do. His Majefty asked me a great 

* many Queftlons about your Entry. You wUl 

* cafily beheve I was glad, on that Occafion, to 
' do you Juilice. H^ Majeiiy ask^d. me about 

* the Rank which Monfieur de Torcy's Coach 
^ M ? and ia all this Ms^ir, I can afTure your 
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^ BxceQ^cyV h« ^ vwy wcH fktisficd. I hav* 
' feen as weU Ciarlef as 7^^^ ^''4''' ^^^(^hri' 

* fiophr Montague. I have been asked ten thoi^- 

* fandQiieftions, and gave them the News of 

* mv Lord Mandewts being to arrive at Farts 

* within thefe fix Mondis -, for which we wifli 
' all very heartilx* I contraded a Cold in the 
' Voyage, and wifety increafed i^ by running 
' about thefe two Days. I am blooded, and 

* keep my Chamber to-day,, which is the Reafea 
' of my tding another Hand : I hope your £x' 

* cellency will excuTeit The King dined to-day 
' with my Lord Rocbefter, at his Houie near 
' Richmond I my Lord Jerfeyh gene to dine 

* with him. Whig and Tory are, as of old, im- 
' placaMe. Dr. 2>* Auntant is coming out with 

. * another Book, in which he attacks the Gxants ; 

* and is (as I am toldj very fcurrilous againft my 
' Lord Chancellor, and our dear Friend * Charfa^ 

* This, I think, is all the News I have known 
' fince my Arrival* I have only to add my 
' great Thanks to your Excellency for your Ho- 

* Vitality and Kindnefs to me in Francij and 

* wifh you Succe6 in every Thing there^ with 

* all poffible Zeal and Sincen'ty, 

I am, tcz* 

Jf. P RIO JL 

The Account of what pafled at Lord Mamch^ 

^ef^s Audience, which Mr. Pr lo a fays he read to 

• ■ Jus Majefty, is preferved entire in Coif's Mnmirs, 

to which I am indebted for many P!u*ticukra. 4n 

'this Pkrt of our Hiifory.- We haveit there bo(h 

'-m Friuck 2Lod Et^/yh i but the latter'is.fiifficicvt 

kx our Purpofe. 

• Atewasrdt Loid /7«ii/^t 
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* Smulay the t^th of Novmier, his Excellen- 
' cy had an Audience of the King at VtrfailUi : 

* The Snbftaixce of which is as foflows/ 

His ExcilliHcfs Speech. 

SIR, 

* ^ I ^H E King my Mafter having found that Lord il^C*** 
' JL Monficur de Mallard was, by his Inftruc- ^jfj^l^.. 
< tions, obliged to quit Holland before he fioied " 
« the Treaty which wasprojedied with your Ma-' 
' jefiy, relating to the Succeffion of Sfain ; His 

* Majefiy has ordered me to defire this private 
y Audience, to afTure you. Sir, that the King 
^ oontmaes in the &me Sentiments he was always 

* of, in regard to that Treaty. Your Majefty 

* knows Very well the good Cteces employed by 
' die King my Mafter, to make the Imperialiib 
' enter into it. He has alfb done all he could to 
' make the States like it. His Majefty continues 
' to a^ as he did* As td what concerns the 

* King*s figning it, he caufed the Earl of Jerfr^ 

* to come into Hollaftd exprcGy for this End ; and 

* I doubt not but the Count de Tallardvfill have 

* told your Majefly, how often the King my Ma- 
' fier has offered himfelf to fign it, to fhew that 

* he was ready to do all that depended upon 

* him. 

* Your Majefty will give me Leave to be a 

* Btdc long^ in telling you how this Affair has 

* pafled ; that fo your Majefty may have it pcr- 

* kOly cleared up, that there is no Alteration in 

* the Intention of the King my Mafter. The 

* Bufineis was propofed to the States of the Pro- 
' vince of Holland, as to thofe who were the 

* moft interefted in it ; for it was not apprehended 

* that any Obftades fhould be met with elfe- 

* where, if the Confent of that Province was 

* had. That was alfo thebeft Way to make the 
I Secret of this Affair le& apt td be divulged. 
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* aflnre the King your MaHer that I will do the 

• fame.' 

Mr. Prior returned on the 1 8th of Nonie^tr 
1699, N. S. with this Account of the private Axt- 
dienceto tendon. His Lordfhip*s public Andf- 
cnce was immediately after. He writes thus the 
Day before Mr. Prior fet out homPariig azkd 
In aU Probability by him* 

Tff the EarJef Jbrsst. 

Mff lord, Paritj Nc^ ij, 1699. 

* y Suppofe your Lordihip will eafily beliere I 
' X ^^® butlitde Time to write, wheayxm 
^ know I am in die Hotil des Amhaffademrs, and 

* am to have to-morrow my Audience at Ver' 

* failUsy Neither do I think it proper to tnHH 
' Ue your Lordfliip with an Account of what has 
^ been done in Obedience to his Majeily*8 Coiib- 

* mand, £nce Mr. Prior is fully inform^ of aS 

* Proceedings, and what pafTed in mj private Au- 
' * dience. — I fhall always difcharge his Majefiy!s 
^ Orders with all the Secrecy and Care imaginar 

* ble ; and I am apt to think this Occaiion will 
*' make Monfieur de Mallard take care how ht 

* behaves himielf ; for he was not very eaif 
' when he found Mr. Prior was come, and that 
^ I was to have an Audience/ 

I am, &c. 

MAliCni&TER. 

His Lordihlp,. as he writes in another Letter to 

the Earl of Jerfiy^ went to VerfaiUes^ and had 

his Audience, the fame Day that Mr. Prior left 

Farts. He then found, that what he had difconr* 

fed in private to the Ejiig had its defired Efieft i 

for Monfieur Tatlard^ who had been caHed home, 

wsa ordered to return to England the next Week 

* r 
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* On the whole, (ays his ExccHency, I find the 
*' Court impatient • titt it is done, by M. de Tor- 
' tf^ iaying, no Time was to be loft ; that the 
' King of Spain's Life was very uncertain, and 

* that by the laft Account they had heard he was 

* ill again.* He adds, ^ I hope his Majefty ap- 
' proves of the Account Mr. Prior will have 
' given. I fhall ccmtinue to obey your Lordfhip*! 
[ Orders, as becomes, 6fc.* ■ ■ - 

Soon after he wrote the following. 

To Mr. ? Ki on, 

S t Pf Paris, Nov, 25. 1699. 

' ySENDyoutheinclofed, which I took the 

* X Liberty to open, not knowing but there 
' might be lome Directions for me, by reafbn I 

* had none by that Poft from my Lord yerfiy nor 

* Mr. lard. I fuppofe you will eafily excufe it. I 

* defire you will let my Lord know, that I have 
' nothing at prefent to trouble him with. I am im- 

* patient to Know how his Majefty approves of 
' our Proceedings ; and I muftput you in mind of 
' the Catalojgue of Books, and alfo what Method 

* I muft take about the ninety Louis that you 
' had a Note of $ for I intend loon to fend the 
' Account of mv Extraordinaries. I ftill continue 

* to make public Difcourfes here, having had 
' my Audience of Madame laft Sunday. I went 
' with five Coaches and aU the Engliflf Gentle* 
' men, and twenty-four Men in Livery, each of 
' them canving a white Flambeau. I am glad 
' lamcommgto a Concluiion of thefe Vanities, 
' though I am fatisfied it does Service here, and' 
' makes fome very uneafy. I am told that one 
' Q^/% went from hence on Sunday laft to St. 
' raUfjt in order to embark for England: That 
f he was tp addreis himfelf to my Lord Drum' 

• Till tiw Treaty is figacd* 
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' mffnd upon his Arrival at hondon ; and after (bme 

* Stay there, to go to Duke H with 

* Mcflages, if not Letters, from the Court of St. 
' Germains. It is thought it might be for his Ma- 
' jelly's Service to hiaye him feized ; but I cannot 
' give any particular Diredlions where he is to be 
Sfound. The likelieft Way is by watching my 
' Lord Drunonoud. He has been often employra 

* between England and Trance in the late War % 
' fo that I prefume Matter enough may be found 

* againft him. You will acquaint my Lord Jtr* 
' fey of this ; which will oblige, y^ .' 

MJNCHESTJB R. 

This was followed by another in about a Fort* 
nght after. 

ToM'. Prior. 

SIR, Paris, Dee, S, 1699. 

* T C O U L D wifh this Court was {o well in- 

* JL clined as to grant any Favour in relation to 

* the /r^«f ^ Proteftants : Butatprefent I cannot 
'fee any Inclination ; neither can I hope ever to 
' have fuch Credit with Monfieur de Torcy, as on 

* my own Account to perfuade him: If at any time 

* I fee a Probability, I ihall not fail to kdl as is de* 

* iired. I have not yet made all my Vifits of 

* Ceremony^rf and this Day I am going to the 
' Arfenel. You will be fo kind as to make my 

* Excufe to Lord Jerjey, having nothing at pre- 

* fent to acquaint him with, only that King 

* James continues ftill ill. His Diftemper is^ 
' Boils in his Backiide, I do not hear there ir 
' much Danger, unlefs it fhould turn to a Fiibila. 

* In a little Time you -ihall hear more. Monfiair 
' di Ta/Iard covddnot be (o foon with you as he- 

• * intended, becaufe the Wind continued fome 

* Days againfl him, and obliged him to ftay at 
^, Calaiu I am glad |o hear our Proceedingi 
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^ were approved of; and I aih im^dent to know 
* the Succeis of that Matter ; though it may be 
f I (hall hear it firft from Monfiear de Torcy. 1 
•am, ifc. 

MANCHESTER. 

In a Letter by the fame Poft, to the Right 
Honourable Charles Mwta^ue, £fq* his Lord£ip 

SIR, 

* |l/r R^ Prior's coming here, and die pri- 

* Jl V JL vate Audience I had of the King the 

* Day of my Entry, occafioned much Difcourfe, 

* and did me Service with the Miniilers ; for 

* now diey fee the King does not rely on Mon- 
' fietfr de Tatlard. • * ' King James, upon 

* Mr. Prior's coming hither, believed 1 was 
•^ to be recalled, and he to be left here j^which 

* for fome Time, gave him great Satisfo£tion. 

* It is not agreeable to them to fee me live in 
' fuch a Manner, that none of the Engkfi corns 

* to Paris but they addrefs themfelves to me, 
' faff. 

MANCHESTER. 

We fee here what Reputation our Poet was 
in that King James fhould fufpeA his being left 
AmbafTador. 

On the 30th of November, O. S. Mr. Prior 
wrote the following to Lord Manchefter. 

MyUrd, JVhitehaU, ^^' ]l'^ 1699. 

' A/F Y Indifpofition has been fuch, and I 
' IVx have had fo little worth troubling you 
' with for thefe two Pofts, that I may eafilv be 

* excufed for not having writ. My Lord jer/ej 

* has for thefe fix Days hkd a Fit of the Gout, 

* aooompiinied with a Fever, which has hardly 
^ kt him Bk o^ of lur Bed, attd decaios KvttL 
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' at prefent in a Couch very near it. This if 
' but too legitimate an Excufe, my Lord for hit 
' not writing to you to-night. Mr. Tard teOi 
' you the public News, That a Supply ¥^a8 vot- 

* ed to-day ; which I think to be the beft Pkrt 

* of it : For the reft. Factions and Reflections 

* go on and profper as formerly. My Lord 

* Chancellor^ is the Man aimed a^ and fome 

* Grants he enjoys are the vifiblc Pretext. The 
' King goes to-morrow to Hamftm Court, till 
' Saturday Night. Macfy waits to know who if 

* to pay lUger the Expros's Pai&ge : Your Ex- 

* cellency will pay it, and it is to be allowed in 
' your Extraordinaries. For the ninety Pounds 
' expended* I have not had an Opportnni^ of 
' mentioning it, as largely as I would, to Lord 

* Jerfey. BajUy is to do whatever he can, to 
' bring over la Perfimu dwt ils^agit^ and yonv 
' Lormhip is to give him all Encouragement 
' and Affiftance : Nothing can be properer than 

* the Method we agreed' on at Paris. The 
' Montagues are all well ; which is all I hare to 
' add to the great Refpedt, with which I aa 

* ever, ^c' 

PR 10 a 

* P,S, I Bmto acknowledge the Rece^yt of 
' the laft Letter with which your Excellencf 
' honoured me. This Moment Mr. Po w i s comei 
' in to me. He does not write to your Excel- 
-* lency to-night, but by next Poft will re^ify a 
' Miilake committed, as he fays, in his lait 
' Obrian is this Evening brought to Town/ 



. » 



It would be impoflible for any one fincc f 
Prior^s Death, except a Perfon as deeply 
cemed as he in the Traniaftions of the T 
we are upon, to explain all the Secret HiJ 
comprized in the Letters to and from the 
of Manchefter. Perfons and Fads are contix 
iy fyAxsL of in few Words^ fojne of which 
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ne^er mentioned after; and Mr. Prior's Name 
recurs almoft every where, as of a Gentleman 
in the higheft Confidence. Neither the Nature 
jof my Defign, nor the Room I have prefcrib- 
ed myfelf, will permit me to make long Re- 
iearches. If I fumiih Memoirs for thofe who* 
may hereafter compile a more general Hiftory, 
to fnpply the Place of what Mr. Prior intend- 
dedy I hope fuiHciently to anfwer the Expedtati- 
m of my Readers. Some few Remarks how- 
ever, I mall now and then inteHperfe, upon thofe 
Fafiages which feem of greateft Consequence. 
The next letter will require feveral, be£des thofe 
at die Bottom of the Page. 

Ti/^^rtfr/tf/" Manchester. 

MyLor/l, Whitehall, Dec'j, 1699. O. S. 

*nr?HOUGH I have written to you by 
V'X my Lord's Order, * that is his Letter; 

* I ajn to add a Word from myfelf. 

' You fee by the News, which accompanies 
^this Letter, what was done in both Houfes 
'Ycilerday. In the Upper-Houfe, the Bilhop 

* of St. David* i Bufmefs f was thrown out; and 

* in the other Houfe, Proceedings in relation to 

* Kidd'% Matter came to nothing : So that we 

* gained two Triumphs that Day. Ob ! fi fie 

* omnia. The Commons Addrefs you will ob- 
'fcrve to be fomewhat high r but the Modera- 
*tion and Wifdom of the King^s Anfwer is 

* thought, even by his Enemies, to be inimit- 
-able. 

< D*ji<venant has printed his Book J againf^ 
' Grants, which I take to be a fcandalous Libel 
' againfl the Government : I will fend it you 

• Ji #. The Earl of Jerfey. 

t Pr. Watforiy yt\iO was accufed of Simony, and after- 
^Mit deprived for it. 
^ Intitled; An BJfay upon - Grant* and Refumpthus, 
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* wlien we employ a MefTenger ; for I think it 
' would cod you too dear if it came by the 
•PolL 

* Smit^, f who was a Sort of Difconrerer of 
' the Plot, aad prmted a Book lafl Year reflet 
^ ijig upon the Duke of Sh-ent^uryr has printed 
f another now to the fame Tune. O Hemfora ! 
f O Mares ! Every Man fays and writes wha the 

* will. Next Week I intend to come out myfelf 
f wkh a Panegyric upon the King. I am ever, 
^ ;ny Ifind^ with all imaginable Refped, &>. 

M PRIOR. 

Story of ^ P. ^, I do not write to Stanyau ; for he has 

JSdd the ^ not a Park, nor a Doe ♦ in the World: I mean 
rvMXu $ ^ Doe fit fgy a Pafty. 

The A^r of Kidd^ the Commons Addrefs 
vrith his M^jefty's Anfwer, and Mr. Priok*» 
Panegyric on the King, are three Particulars' in 
this Letter that deferve to be a little enlarged 



i* In the Chsura6hr8 of the EngUfo and Seoti NobiUtr^- 
arawa up at the Requeft of the Princefs Scpbia, by ^ow 
jSdacky, Efqj which were publifliM by his Son, 1733^ Oc-*- 
fmro, in the Chaiafler of Lord Peterkroagb, p» 64. ia- thitf^' 
jKfflarkabie Paragraph, v/». 

. '^ His promifing Sir yobn Fenwick his Life, if hif wrmlt^^ 
*^ accufe the Dske of Sbrrwjbury, and the Lord Orfbrd, tc^^ 
'^ have a De^gn to bring in King Jambs f and hfii writin^^ 
^ a Book, by the Affifiance of D^. WAsjenanty and putt -^^ 
^' ing one Smith's Name to it, againft that Dulee, io^^ 
^* him with all honeft Men ; the Houfe of Commonj^ 
*' having voted the One afcurrikus Defign to makt a Dif^^ 
** ference between tbe King and his beft Friends^ and m^ 
^ Houfe of Peers having order'd the Second to behnait ^9^ 
^f the Hands of the common Hangman.** 

This Book was intitled. Memoirs of Secret Semntgm My 
a^kbevf Smithy of the Ltner-Teti^lc, Efqj. QSbKm ' — - ' 

* Mr. Prior is waggiihherCi Thdc C 
^ MitoOcs thgr Pocst 

'^rr- ri 
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• I . Some Pirates had got together, in the In- 
Han Seas, and robbed feveral of the MoguPt 
Shipi, in particalar one, which he was fending 
with Prefents to Mocha, Moil of thefe Pirates 
wtreEnglifi. The Eafl India Company having 
xeprefented the Danger of the Moguts taking 
Reprifals, it appeared that there was a Necefiity 
of deftroying thefe Pirates, who harboored iit 
fitaie Creek in M^agafcar, A Man of War 
wa» accordingly fent out to deftroy them> and 
William Kiddy who knew their Haunts, . watf 
pitched upon to command \t. Bat as there was 
not a Fund to bear the Charge of this, becade 
the Money granted for Sea Service was already 
appropriated; the King propofed the Manage- 
ment of it by a privtite Undertaking. Chan- 
cdkr Somers, the Lord Orford^ Rmatyy Bella- 
mmtt^ and ibme others, Contributed the wholcr 
Expence. The Chancellor underftood nothing 
of the Matter, and left the whole Management 
of it to die Reft : Only he thought it becime 
tiie Poft he was in to concur in fuch a public 
Service. The Undertakers had a Grant of afi 
tiiat fliould be uken from the Pirates. Thif 

give St Handle for Complaint ;, fen* as it was un- 
wful to take the GogkIs of dny Oi^nder, be* 
lore Convi£^ion ; fo a Parity between that Ca& 
and tins w» nrged. But in h&, the Complaint 
was groondlefi, the Provifions of Law being 
^bfterest in the cale of Pirates, and that of other 
Oifeiidefs ; becaiBfe as the former cannot be at- 
tacked but in a Way of War, the Captors ought, 
vcotrding to the Laws of War, to have a Right 
to all they find in the Enemy's Hands. 

I&wever when Kidd was fent out, he turned 
^HraVB kim&lf ; whicli occaiioned a heavy Load 
*^le csft on the Miniiby, but chiefly on him 
^ was %x the Head of it. The Privateer, it 
^*afc .Nhii ited, woukl not have eumed Pirate, 
hH hi-CoBfidefice of their Protedion who emr 
(bjmt lunu So th^t an 1JttdcmSus% ^\i^)c^ 
F 2 ^^ 
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w^s not only innocent but meritorious^ was tn 
duced as a Defign for Robbery and Piracy. TK 
was urged in the Houfe of Commons, as a 
Affair highly criminal, for which all conc^me 
in it ought to be di/graced. A Queflioh ws 
thereupon put, but rejedled by a great Majorit] 
This was the Bufinefs of which Mr. Prio 
]»ere fjpeaks, who, as well as the Nobleman li 
wrote to, was highly conceiHed at the Tempe 
which feemed to threaten Lord Somers. Be 
though it paiTed over at prefent, it was afterwarc 
aiade one of the Articles in his Lordfhip*s In 
peachment, as we fhall obferve in another Plac< 
Kidd himfelf was taken in Ne^ England fom 
Time after (whither he was retiring with h 
Booty) 'i)y Lord Bellamont the Governor, ob 
©f his Proprietors ; and bemg fent to Englum 
was tried at a Seflicm of Admiralty in the OU 
Baily^ and condenmed and executed for Murdc 
and Piracy. But his Trial and Execution wei 
not till long after his Arrival : For the HouJ 
of Commons addrefTed his Majefty, that he migl 
be kept till next Seffion of Parliament, in hope 
to get fomething from him againfl the Lore 
obove-menticmed : Which they not being aU 
to do, he was given up to Juftice. 

2. The Conunons in their Addrefi, whic 
Mr. Prior tells Lord ManchefterhR will obfert 
to be fomewhat high, fet forth, ^ That notl^in 
^ being more neceilary for the Peace and Wc! 
' fare of this Kingdom, the quieting the Mine 

* of the People, and difappointing the Deiig^ 

* of his Enemies, than a mutual and entire Coi 
^ Edeiice between his Majeily and his Parlis 
^ ment s they did efteem it their greatefl Mislbi 
^ tune, that after having fo amply provided ft 
^ the Security of his Majefty and his Govofi 
^ ment, both by Sea and Land, any JealOiify.c 
f Difficulty had beenN^aifed of their Duty aa 

/ Affe8(i9U to lus iacred Majefty and his Perak 
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They l>eg Leave * humbly to reprcfent to his 

* Majefty, that it would greatly conduce to the 
' continaing and eUablifhing an entire Confidence 

* between his Majefty and his Parliament, that 
' he would be pleafed to fhew Marks of his high 

* Diipleaiure towards all fuch Perfons who had 

* or fhould prefume to mifreprefent their Pro- 

* ceedings to his Majefly : And that the Com- 

* mons, having likewife a due Senfe of the great 
' Ckre and Concern his Majefty had always ex- 

* preffed for preferving and maintaining the Re- 

* ligion. Laws, and Liberties of his Peo|^e (in 

* Defence of which his Majefly had fo often ex- 
' poied his Royal Perfon) would ufe their ut- 

* moft Care and Endeavours to prevent and di(^ . 

* courage all feMe Rumours and Reports, . refleft- 

* ing upon his Majefty and his Government, 

* whereby to create any Mifunderfbnding be« 
' tween him and his Subjedls.* 

The * moderate and wife Anfwer,' returaed 
by his Maje%, was as foUows. , 

GENTLEMENy 

My Parliament have done fo great Things 
for me, and I have, upon all proper 
Occafions, expreffed fo great a Senfe of their 
Kindneis, and my opinion has been fo often 
declared, that the Happinefs of an Englijh 
King depends upon an entire good Correfpon- 
dence between him and his Parliament, that 
it cannot feem fbange for me to aifure you, 
that no Perfons have yet dared to go about to 
mifreprefent to me the Proceedings of either 
Houfe. Had I found any fuch, they would 
have inmiediately felt the higheft Marks of 
my Difpleafure. It is a Juflice I owe not on- 
ly to my Parliament, but to every one of my 
Subjefts, to judge of them by their A6bons ; 
and this Rule I will flcadily purfue. If any 
hereafter fhall attempt to put m« on other Me- 
F 3 *^^^ 



402 "The HISTORY of 

* thods, by Calumnies or MifreprefentatidnSy tkey 

* will not only fail of Succefs, but fhall be look'd 

* upon and treated by me as my worft Enemies/ 

GENTLEMEN, 

' I am pleafed to fee, by your Addrefs, thai 

* you have the fame Thoughts of the great Ad^ 
' vantages which will enfue to this Kingdom by 

* our mutual Confidence, as I exprefTed to both 

* Houfes, at the Opening of this Seffion. I take 

* very kindly the Affurance you give me of uiing 

* your utmoft Care and Endeavours, to prevent 
' and difcourage all falfe Rumours and Report!^ 

* receding upon Me, and my G<yvernment; 
^ and I fa^hfully proxnife you, that no Adiom 
' of mine fhall give a juft Ground for any Mif 
' underfianding between me and my People.* 

3. Mr. Prior's Panegyric upon the King^ 
which he was to publifli the next Week after 
writing this Letter, was his £unous Carmen Si- 
culare ; a Poem which nuny Judges, for veiy 
good Reafons, have pronounced the moft fublime 
of all his Writings. Horace*^ Ode with the 
fame Title, though undoubtedly it was in fome 
Senfe our Poet's Model, muft be acknowledged 
to be far inferior to it in true Grandeur of 
Thought, and Variety of Images. 

How does the Charafter of his Hero rife Hn» 
der his Hand, and obfcure the Lufire of all the 

freat Names in ancient and modern Story, whofe 
Irtues and Faults he has ftrongly painted in a 
few bold and fignificant Lines 1 

The Son * of Mars reduced the trembling 
Swains, 
And fpread his Empire o'er the diftant Plains 
But yet the Sab IN Bs violated Charms 
Obfcur'd the Gk)ry ei his rifing Armc. 

• Rtmulut, 

vr 
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KvMA the Rights of flrid Religion knew; 
On ev*ry Altar laid the Inccnfe dtie ; 

Unfltill'd to dart the pointed Spear, 
Of lead the forward Youth to iroblc War. 
Stern Brutus was with too much Horror good. 
Holding his Fafces ftainM with Filial Blood. 
Fabius was wife, but with Excefs of Care: 
He fav'd his Country ; but prolonged the War. 
While Dbcius, Paulus, Curius, greatly 
fought, 

And by their ftrift EAraples taught. 

How wild Dcfires ftiould be controil*d. 
And how much brighter Virtue was, than Gold; 
They fcarce dicir mclKng Thirft of Fame toulJ 

iiide, 
Aad boafted Poverty with too much Pride. 
iSxcefs in Youth made SciPio Icfs rever'd : 
And Cato, dying, fecm'd to own, he fear'd. 
Julius with Honour tam'd Rome's foreign 

Foes: 
Jut Patriots fell, e'rc the Didator rofe. 
And while with Clemency Augustus rcignM^ 
The Monarch was ador*d ; the City chain'd. 

Turn then to Pharamond, and Charle* 

MAIN, 

And the long Heroes of the Gallick Strain; 
Experienc'd Chiefs, for hardy Prowcfs known. 
And bloody Wreaths in venturous Battles won. 
From the firft William, our great Norman 

King, 
The boldPLANTAGENETS, and Tu DORS brings 
Dluftrious Virtues, who by turns have rofe. 
In foreign Fields to check Britannia's Foes : 
With happy Laws her Empire to fuilain ; 
And with fuU Power aiTert her ambient Main : 
But ibmetimes too induftrious to be great. 
Nor patient to expeS the Turns of Fate, 
They open'd Camps deform'd by civil Fight 1 
And made. proud Conqueil trample over Right: 
F 4 PifparKd 
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Difparted Britain moumM their doubtful 

Sway ; 
And dreaded both, when neither wouM obey. 

From Di D I fi R and Imperial Ado l p h trace 
The glorious Offspring of the Nassaw Race, 
Devoted Lives to publick Liberty ; 
The Chief ftill dying, or the Country free. 
Then fee the kindred Blood of Orange flow. 
From warlike Cornet thro^ the Loins of Beau s 
Thro' Chalon next; and there with Nassaw 

join. 
From Rhone's fair Banks traa^planted to the 

Rhine. 
Bring next the Royal Lift of Stuarts ibrth,i 
Undaunted Minds, that ml*d the rug^ North; 
Till HeavVs Decrees by rip'ning Times are 

fhown; 
*Till Scotland's Kings afcend the Ef^lt/b 

Throne; 
And the hir Rivals live for ever One. 



th; 

f 



Janus, mighty Deity, 
Be kind i and as thy fearchlng Eye 
Does our Modem Story trace. 
Finding fome of Stuart's Race 
' Unhappy, pais their Annals by : 
No haHh Refle£lion let Remembrance rai 
Forbear to mention, what thou canft 
praife : 

Whether wouldft thou further look ? 
Read William's A6b, and dofe the a 

Book; 
Perufe the Wonders' of his dawning Life ; 

How, like Alcides,- he began; 
With Infant Patience calm'd feditious Stri' 
And quell'd the Snakes which round his ' 
ran. 

Defcribe his Youth, attentive to Alarir 
By Dangers form'd, and perfected in Au 
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When conqu'ring, mild; when conqucr'd, not 

difgrac'd ; 
By Wrongs not leflen'd, nor by Triumphs xais*d J 

Superior to the blind Events 

Of little human Accidents ; 

And conidant to his firH Decree, 
To curb the Proud, to fet the injur'< 
To bow the haughty Neck, and raife t-^ .-j, ^ 
pliant Knee. J J 

His opening Years to riper Manhood bring % 
And fee the Hero perfed in the King : 
Imperious Arms by manly Reafon fway'd. 
And Power fupreme by free Confent obeyed r 
With how much Hafte his Mercy meets h» 

' Foes; 
And how unbounded his Forgivenefs flows : 
With what Defire he makes his Subj^ blefsV^ 
His Favours granted ere his Throne addrefs'd. 
What Trophies o'er our captiv'd Hearts he rears. 
By Arts of Peace more potent than by Wars : 
How o'er himfel^ as o'er the World he reigns. 
His Morals fbengthening, what his Law ordains. 

Through all his Thread of Life already fpun. 
Becoming Grace and proper Adlion run : 
The Piece by Virtue^s equal Hand is wrought, 
Mix'd with no Crime, and fhaded with no Fault: 

No Footfleps of the Vidlor's Rage 
Left in the Camp, where William did engage;" 

No Tincture of the Monarch's Pride 1 j 

Upon the Royal Purple fpy'd : • f' 

His Fame, like Gold, the more *tis tryM, jj 
The more fhall its intrinfick Worth prodaim i 
Shall pafs the Combat of the fearching Flame, 

And triumph o'er the vanquiflied Heat, 
For ever coming out the fame. 
And loiing nor its Luftre, nor its Weight. 

The Arts of Verfiiication are no where more 
happily employed, than in the follgwing curious 
Staaza* 

F 5 S«|cncc 



ro6 The HISTORY cf 

Science to faife, and Knowledge to enlarge. 

Be our great Matter's future Charge ; 

^0 write his own Memoirs, and leave his Heirs 

High Schemes of Goremment, and Plans of 

Wars; 
iy'fair Rewards omr noble Youdi to raife 
To emulous Merit, and to Thirft of Praife ; 
To lead them out from Eafe ere opening Dawn, 
Through the thick Forefl and the diftant Lawn, 
Where the fleet Stag employs th«ir ardent Care } 
^nd Chafes give them Images of War. 
To teach them Vigilance by falfe Alarn^; 
Inure them in feigned Camps to real Arms ; 
Pradlife them now to curb the turning Steed, 
Mocking the Foe ; now to his rapid Speed 
To give the Rein ; and in the full Career, 
To draw the certain Sword, or fend the pointed 
Spear. 

I will mention but one Paflage more ; for to 
point out all the Beauties in this Ode, I muft 
infert the whole. It is where he fhadows out the 
Power of a Tyrant under the Image of a Co- 
met, and compares that of his Sovereign to the, 
regular Light of the Sun. 

Thro' the large Convex of the Azure Sky 
(For thither Nature cafts our common Ey^ 
Fierce Meteors ihoot their arbitrary Light, 
And Comets march with lawlefs Horror bright : 
Thofe hear no Rule, no righteous Order own; 
Their Influence dreaded, as their Ways unknown ; 
Thro' threatn'd Lands they wild Deftrudtior 

throw; 
'Till ardent Prayer averts the publick Woe ; 
But the bright Orb that bleffes all above. 
The facred Fire the real Son of Jove, 
Rules not his A^ons by capricious Will, 
Nor by nngovem*d Power declines to IS: 
Fix'd by juft Laws, he goes £br-ever right; 
Man knows his Courie^ and thence adgxes 
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But to return to our CorrdpondeRce. Wd 
ind that Lord Manchefter was extremely watch- 
ful over King Jameses Court, and procured Li-* 
diligence of almoft every Perfon that went from 
JLnghmd to St, Germains, There are many In-* 
fiances of this in his Letters, of which I wilf 
here infert one from a Letter to Lord Jerfy^ 
dated December 23, 1699, becauie it mentioni 
our Poet. 

' Mr. Prior may remember, that I talked 
' to him, when he was here lajft, about taking 

* up one Claude^ a Frenchman, as he fays he is^ 
' who ferved the late Lord B /, in order 

* to exchange him for Pierre Ferault^ or Arnolds, 

* If your Lordlhip be of that Mind, he is al-» 

* moft every Day at the Z)©j-Tavern in Drury^ 

* Lane ; and Couchman^ the Mefienger, will be 
' a proper Perfon to aj^rehend him, becaufe he 

* was acquainted with him when he was at Fa-^ 

* ris. This Claude was much at St. Germainsi 

* while he ftaid in Fr/?«r^, and endeavoured to fe-* 

* duce feveral Englijh thither. But that which 
' will b^ a better Reaibn for feizing him, is his 

having attended Richard/on, one of the Affaf* 

* fms, while he was concealed in the late Lord 

B /s Houie; which, I am told, he bragg* 

ed of when he was here laft.* 

His Lordfliip was alfo very careful, continu- 
^ly to tranfnrit ffefli Accounts of the State of 
fcng James's Health, who was -a long Time 
aJlided with a dangerous Diibrder near his Fun^ 
lament, which at lad proved the Occafion of 
bis Death. He writes thus to Mr. Prior. 

SIR, Pans, J^n, 2, 170a; 

• TT A VI N G writ fo lately, by Mr. Stan^ 

• JLX bofe^ to the Earl of Jerfey, I do not 

* trouble him now. I mull de^e you to make . 
\ mj • E^tcttfe, and at^uaini him with the Con- 
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* tents of this. There is nothing at prefent adding 
*atS/. GermaitUf King James being not well; 
' and giving himfelf wholly up to Devotions and 

* Prayers. The Wound, which was very large, 

* is healed j but it is thought they have done it 
' too foon, becaufe the fame Humours rim all o- 

* ver his Body, fometimes in his Stomach, Legs, 

* !&f r. He is extremely broke, and moft Men arc 

* of Opinion he cannot recover, tho' he may ga 

* on fome time as he is. Father C§fmo b run away 
'.with ^ky thouiand Livres, which he had in 

* his Hands, and which he was to diilribute a- 

* mong the Irijh. They think he may be gone 

* for England^ fince he cannot be fafe in any other 

* Place. If I learn any thing of him yon ihall hear 

* from me : Neverthelefs, it may not be improper 
' to make fome Enquiry after him ; and you will 

* find by my former Accounts, where his Ac- 

* quaintaince live in London, I was Yefterday at 

* Verfailles^ where I made a Compliment to thd 

* King and the reft of the Court, it being l^ew- 

* Tear* S' Day, I dined with Moniieur de Bouffltrs 

* I find them all very civil ; but how long it wiJ 

* laft you can beft judge. I wonder my Servar 

* has not been with you ; the Buck-Seafon mil 

* make it up. We want two Pofts, having L' 
' no Letters fince the 31ft o£ Decmherh^,' I92 

MJNCHESTI 

Father Co/m, as we learn from his Lordil 
Letter of Jan. x 3, to the Earl of Jer/ey, w 
tScotcb Prieft, whole right Name was C/ark. 
. * hear, fays he, that he has got to Leyden in 
' /and, where I prefume it may not be di^ 

* for his Majefty to get him feized, fince it 1 

* tain that he had a great Share in the late I 

* Confidence in feveral Matters. I am in 
' he may be more eafy in making an ing 
; Coaftffion^ becaufe he can have no &m 
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' ipeft of Advantage this Way, after having 

* cheated them fo grofly ; at leaft when he is once 

* in Caftody, it will be no hard Matter to extort 

* jthe Truth from him. He is a very tall Man, 

* jong-viiaged, has a high R^man Note, with a 

* frc& Complexion, which, 'tis feid here, he 

* painted, and is about thirty -eight Ycart of Age; 
*I believe Mr. Prior has feen him, and can 

* deicribe him more exadly.* And in another, a 
Fortnight after,his Lordfhip fays, * They had that 

* Confidence in Co/mo, alias Clark, that the Duke 

* of Berwinck lent him his Calafli, thinking he 

* would return the fame Day : But he went with" 
' it to Leydefty and fince that [they hear he is at 

* Amfterdam, He knows the whole Proceedings 
' of that Court ; fo that if he could be taken, he 

* would probably confefs all, there being no Pro- 

* fpeft for him to return hither. Mr. ♦ 
' Msjtnisy who went from hence in Jugu/i laft, 

* correfjponds with Lord MiddUtony, as alfo one 

* Netberville, I believe Mr. Prior knows them 
•both.' 

One of the principal Fa£b mentioned in Mr» 
pRioji's next Letter to the Earl of Manche- 
^iTy has been before, taken notice of, in Page 
79- 

^0 the Earl of Mancheste R. 
My Lord, fFbitebally Jan, i8. 1700. O. S* 

* \7[7E have this Morning two Polls from 

* VV France, of the 20tb and 23d. My 

* Lord Jerfey commands me to acknowledge 

* your Letter to him j and to tell you, that the 

* Houfe of Lords fitting fo late, and he being o- 

* bliged, after its rifing to go to Kenfington, is the \, 

* Reaibn why hedocs^ not wiitc to you. You 

* will fee by the Indofed, what a Day's Work 
' has been performed in the Houie of Commons ; 

* the Itifb Grants to be re-alTumed, and notevea 
'the third Part of thcJA to.be refervedtt>ttie' 
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* Sing' ; and the Miniftry, feme of our Frieii A 

* particularly^ meaned and aimed at in the latter 

* Partof their Vote. This all comes like a Tor- 

* rent ; and the few that would cannot. In the 
' Houfe of Lords, the King i$ a little more civill/ 

* nfed. As to the Bufinefs of Darigft, his Ma- 
' jefty is at leaft jaflified in his Letters to the Go- 
' vernort of the Plantations. Thus we are, my 

* good Lord, fcrambling, and doing our beft od 
' one Side againft the other, who are very trooble* 

* fome, not to fay dangerous. 

* We hear of the Complaints you make fi-om 
' Moniieur de TaJlurd, and prepare to redre/f 

* them as well as we can. As to the. Perfona 

* mentioned in your Letter, Care will be taken. 

' The King has not yet feen Lord Baxi/, or 
' any Addreis from him. I do hot hear thaf 
' this Lord's Countrymen are quieter. I know 

* not how far your Houfe's Refolution of to-^ 

* day will go towards calming them. I anr 

* ever, btc. 

M. PRIOR. ^ 

Tho' Mr. Prior at this Time was not either 
Secretary of State or Ambafiador, yet it feems a> 
if neither of thofe Minifters had fo much Know^ 
ledge as himfelf of the moft private Afiairs. A 
certain Peribn often mentioned under the Di- 
Hindion of /a Perfonne dont tl s'agity who was to 
give fome fignal Light into the Transitions then 
on foot, ai^)ears to have been referred, at firft,' 
almoft entirely to Mr. Prior^s Direction. Lord 
Jerfiy (siys, in a Letter to the Earl of Mancbe- 
fttTf That * he did not £nd the King willing to be* 
' at a great Expence about the Perfonnt dent ii 

* s*agity without feme Ailiiranceof the Service he 

* could do: That Mr. Prior had been ill, whick 
' was the Reafon he could not know of hin* 

* in what this Perfen could be moft ufefiil. In" 
' the mean Time he defired his Lordfhip to keq^' 

/ihtf Matter oa foot, aadlnhim know his Opt-' 
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* nion, as to the Expence and Advantage they 
' might hare by it/ To which the Earl of Man- 
thtfltr gave this Anfwer, * I cteiire to know his 

* Majdly*s Dire^ons in regard to la Per/ome 

* dmt il s'tigit. Being informed where he was at 

* Paris^ I thought it proper to bring this Matter 
' to a Conclu&n, and that Mr. Btanyan ihoulcl 

* write to deiire to (peak with him ; which ac- 
' cordingly he did, and the PeHbn confented to 
' meet him. The Propofal that was made to hint 
' was, that in cafe he would go for Bn^lanJ^ and 

* declare the Trutli of all he knew^ and even 
' give Evidence, in cafe there was any 0ecafion, 

* and fenre the King and Government to the bcft 

* of his Power, I had Orders- to afTore him of 

* His Majefly*s Pardon,and that he and his Fami- 
'^ ly ihonld be taken care of, he having alio a 

* Wife and Children. He feemed to embrace 
^ this Propofal very well j faying^ wherefbever 
^ he engaged, he would be zealous in their Ser- 
^ vice : That for St, Germaim, he had itrrti 

* them faithfully ; but thought, that after the U- 
^ (age he had met with, he had no ^rther Obli- 
^ gation: But flill infifted, that he did not know 
^ how to bring himfelf to give public Evidence in 
^ a Court. Mr. Stanyan gave him fuch Reafons, 
^ that this Matter is over with him. They have 

met fiiice, and the only Difference that now 
remains, is, that he inififts to be at a Certainty, 
and to know what will be allowed him, and he 
feems to dc^re a Sum of Money, rather than fo 
much yearly. Mr. Stanyan endeavoured . to 
know what he expcfted, but could not prevail 
with him to name any Thing ; feying, his Dc-- 
mands might be fuch, that I ihould not think 
proper to write or propofe them. Mr. Stanyam 
Ui^ . he thouglit, that tho' it might not be 
granted, yet he hoped I would write; for 
that he cotdd not engage in this Matter, unlf 6 
he was certain of what he might depend on. Mr^ 
ttwnmn ofOpinigii; totlic»&accrt|«ci4i&ai>)e 
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' of great Service : But nothing can be doi 
' him^ unle6 1 propoie fomething of this ] 

* Therefor^, if your Lordihip will let mt 

* the King's Pleafure, how much I ma; 

* and in what Manner ; I will do it in i 

* Wajr I can for his Majefty-s Service :' K 
cellency &ys in the fame Letter^ that * he '. 

* dofed a Paper for Mr. Prior, concemii 

* Things at Ptfr//. 

"^ To this Lord Jer/ey reply'd, that havi 

ceived his Lordfhip's, which had been ac 

ledged hy Mr, Prior, * He had laid ti 

. * ftance of them before his Majefly , Tha 

* la Perfinne, the King would give him a P 

* and for his Encouragement, Lord Mat 

* might offer him as ^ as four or £ve h 

* Pounds, and a Peniion of three Pounds a ^ 

* That this would anfwer all Obje£Vions h( 

* make, and be fufficient to gain him, pr 
' there were a fair Intention on his Side ; 

* might be fure to be fubMed according tc 

* he ihould difcover : That upon this Inti 

* his Lordihip might proceed, as he fa 

* Thing appear upon further Difcourfe.* 

It is in the following Letter, that Mr. I 
acknowledges the Receipt of Lord Mand 
above referred to. But the mofl remarkab! 
of it, is the honeft Concern he expreiTes i 
furious Attack that was expeded upon the 
Lord Scmers. Never was Servant more fa 
nor Friend more fincere and hearty ths 
to all who merited his real Efteem. We fhi 
cover more of the fame Nature in other Le 

To the Earl of Manchbst b r. 

Mj Lord, WhitebalU feh, if. 

* TV/f ^ ^^^ Jfrfeygvfts me in Charge ti 

* IVA the Receipt ot your Letters, of th< 
^'and J 7th, the Subfiaace of which m^ 
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'will lay before his Majefty the firft Oppor* 
' tunity. 

* If you hear no more of the great Afl^ir, 

• it is becaufe nothing is tranfeded in it farther 

* tlAn when your Excellency was laft advifed 

* of it ; confequently Roger is not yet difpatched. 

* I muft congratulate your Happinefs, that 

* you are out of this Noife and Tumult, where wq 

* are tearing and deftroying every Man hisNcigh- 
« boor. To-morrow is the great Dav when we 
.* exped that my Lord Chancellor will be fellen 

« iqpon ; though God Icnows what Crime he i$ 
' guilty of, but that of being a very great Man^^ 
' and a wife and upright Judge. Lord Bellamont^ 

* you will read in the Votes, was fallen upon to- 

* day I thus every Day a Minifter, till at lail 

* we reach the KLing. By next Poft I (hall, I 

* prefume, be able to write to you what relates 

* ^o Matters on your Side : I am heartily tired 
^ with them on our Side.' 

I am, lie, 

M. PRIOR. 

^ The Groit Afiair mentioned again in Mr. 
l^RioR*8 next Letter, of which Count Ta/lard 
was to give an Account, feems to be the conclud- 
ing fome private Treaty^ in all Probability the 
iS^nd F^trtition. 

To the Earl of Mancheste r. 

MyLord, Wbhebali, Feb, 22, 1700. O. S. 

' T H A VE no particular Commands from your 

* X Lordfhip ; fo can only acknowledge the Re- 

* ceipt of the French Letters of the 24th and 27th. 
^ The great Affair was tranfaded this Mornings 

* though I believe Count Tallard will not be able 

* to fend an Exprefs away thefe two or three Days. 

* My Lord Jerfey ftill keeps his Bed, his Gout 
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*.had a Fever which accompanied it ; but, God 

* be thanked, both thofe Diftempers abate, and 

* I hope by next Poft he will tell you fo in his own 

* Hand. In the mean Time, we take what Care 

* we can about the Contents of your laft Lqtter 
, * to my Lord ; tho\ God knows, all the Care 

* we take fignifieslitde, confidering how we arc 

* retrained as to the taking any Body, though 

* the Infornudons given make it highly ncceflary 

* for the public Good : But you know England 

* well enough in this Point, my Lord. 

* The Speaker's Dlnefs gives the Houfe of 

* Commons leave to play till Mnday. The Adr 

* drefstbcy pre/entcdYefterdayto the King^ he 

* anfwered very civilly, but Jfliardy ; I have jyoi^ 

* yet the Words, but fhall fend them with the 

* firft. The Senfe wa5> That he was fenfible the 
' Nation lay under great Taxes ; that he had and 

* would contr3)Ute to the ea£ing them by eyery 
'* Way which was juft ; that he thought he had 

* the Power of gratifying fome who had been 
' actually in the Aedu^oft of Ireland, out of 

* what was his. 

' I had written your Lordfhip a long politic 

* Letter, for Ilhought that J^cj'^r would have been 

* difpatched to you ; but lince tjiere are no Parti- 
^ cularities in the Afiair I have ipoke of, I have 

* fent Word to Mr. Woolafton, that Roger may 

* flay to go over with the Midwife for my Lady ^ 

* Sluodfeltx Fauftumque fit. See. 

* If I might fpeak my particular Sentimentr 

* concerning la Perfonne dgnt il s'agity I would 

* have him well fiftcd, and tried if he means tc 
' a(^ in earneft, and is really diipofed to th< 
' Thing ; otherwife we may be bantered, to iaj 

* no worfe of it: But this is only to yourfel^ 

* my Lord, and from him who is etemaJ* 
' with great Refpe£^, l^c, 

M. PRl 
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His Excellenqr acknowledged the Receipt of 
of this, in one a few Days after to Lord Jerfey^ 
wherein he expreiTes his Concern at his Lorddup's 
JUnefs. And then fpeaking of fome Afiairs that 
were then tran&£ling at the Fnnch Court, ^bout 
the Principality of Orangey he iays, * The Ac- 

* ooiuit of this I fuppofe your Lordihip will hav« 

* received fro» Mr. Prior, whom I acquainted 
' ^ith it by Mr. Stanyany having been of late 
Voiit of Order.' 

His being a publick MiniAer, and emjfdoyed 
in Ae SQoft weighty A&irs, did not make Mr. 
PaioR forget his Relation to the Seat of the 
Mufes, the Umyerfity of Camiridget of which he 
was a Fellow, and where he was this Year creat- i^cOt 
td Mafter of Arts by Mandamus^ * fourteen 
Years after he had taken his Batchelor's Degree. 
Ht 4>eak0 of the Univeriky ids if it had been his 
cofiihAt Refidence, and one would take him ra- 
ther for the Mafter of a College, who had no o- 
Iher Concerns but tboie of Learning, than for 
a Gentleman immerfed in oational Bofmeis^ with 
whom literary Affairs cmiU iiave im a fecQil^ 
Place. 

To the Earl of Manchester. 

My Lord, Jiprilly 1700. O. S. 

* T?OR above theie two Months paft, I have 

* X^ not had an Opportunity of fending over a 
' Uorflccy which we printed at Camirldge, and 

* which my Iiord Duke of Somer/et, our Chan^ 

* cellor, prefents to the King of France's Library^ 
' with a Letter which his Grace writes on that 
' Subjed to the Abbe de Louvois : but X have 

* at laft fent them by a Footman who quitted my 

* Service. The Book and Letter will be, or are al'- 

* ready, delivered to Mr. Stanyan,2Xidthc Favour- 
' we beg of your Excellency is, that you would 

• He took his Degree of Batchel#r in 1686, 
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* honour this Book with a Word, by whi< 

* Court of France^ and particularly the A 

* fhop of Rheims and Abbe Lowvois may ta 

* tice, that the Univerfity of CstmbrUge 

* eftaUifh a fair Correfpondence with the '. 

* ed on your Side. By next Poft, I fhali 

* fomething to the SoMbliotbecairey * M< 
^ CUrmmt^ concerning the Greek Cyphe 

* would buy of tkem : In this I muft likew 
' fire your Lordfhip's good Offices, ftnce ^ 
' your appearing to be concerned in it, y, 

* hardly make our Matters bear as we 
' Moniieur Friehergen came on Friday, I 

* not yet ieen him. I am, {5f r. 

M,FR. 

The two next Letters contain a very 
but affedionate Account of the Dilute 
fnbfifting in Parliament, of which we have 
taken fome \ notice, and which ended in tl 
of thofe great Men who were levelled at 1 
V^xty agunft the Court. 

To the Earl of MhricmtTZ^. 

My Lord, JFbitihall, April xo, X700 

' TTAVING written for my Mafter, ] 

* XjL little to add for myfelf ; except ^ 

* "^T^ glad my | Lord Mandenjtlle is come tcf! 
' and hope he will day long with us. I ax 

* he was bom at Fari^, for had he been 
' here, he would have liked living among 
< little, that I queftipn whether he would 

* thought it worth his while to have fucked 

* Votes of to-day prettjr well explain what I 

* God knows how the Bufinefs will turn, or 
* • this Violence of the Houfe of Common 

• Under- Librarian. \ Sec Page 39. | 

Earl of itf<rff(i6^*s Son* 
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* end. The Lords feem as yet to adhere to their 

* Point : On Wednefday we expert the Iffuc of all this^ 

* Seymour * plainly faid to-day, that the Original 
' of all this proceeded from the Minifters, and 

* from the chief of them, the Chancellor. Many 

* other angry Sayings of this kind have been 

* vented ; and in the Heat of this Hurry Kidd is 
*. arrived, andfent up for, with his Papers, by an 

* Order from the Admiralty, Oar Friend f Jmw 

* iaid nothing of late in the Houfe of Conmions. 

* My Lord Chancellor is very fick. This is the 

* ANfrege of our Cafe, I think no very good one. 
^ I am going to Kenfington the Moment after I 
^ have told you that I am, ISc, 

M. PRIOR. 
To the Ear/ of MAVCHEbTEK* 

My JUrd, JVbiteball, April ii, 1700. O. $• 

* /^ U R long SeiEon is this Day, God be 
' \J thanked, finilhed ; the Irijb Grants re- 

* famed, and the Commons fatisfied, at leaft for 

* fome Time. Yefterday was indeed a great 

* Crifis, from the Morning, when it was doi^tfid 

< if the Lords would adhere to their Amendments 

* or no. The Commons fell diredly upon im- 
' peaching. The Perfons they named were my 
' Lords Portland and Albemarle i the Articles 
« upon which they were going, for procuring for 

< themfelves exorbitant Grants. In this State 

< the ASakir lafted till after the fecond Confe- 

< rence with the Lords ; and immediately upon 
c the Managers returning from the Conference, 
( the Houfe, thoueh they thought the Lords 

would recede, locked themfelves up till ten at 

' NigHt, of which you fee the good Effc£bin the 

Votes. They threw Fire about at every Body, 

• Sir Edward Seymwr, 

\ Mr, Mantaguf, lau Earl of /fc////i;if, 
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* had a great Mind to fling at our Friend Charla : 
*• You fee what they would have done to my 

* Lord Chancellor, and how Duke Scomberg, and. 

* Lord Portland fufFer in their Addrefs, that 

* Strangers fhall not be Privy-Councillors. Ged 

* knows whither this Heat would have gone, if 

* it had not been timely diijpatched by every 

* Body's ftriving to come in ; to this Bill paffed : 
' Upon the Main, we have Life for fix Months 

* longer, and * alors comme alors, 

* The AfFkir upon which I came into France^ 

* will be quite ended to-night. Your Lordftip 

* will pretend, in any Difcourfc you nuy have 
' on that Subject, to think it was quite ended 

* three Weeks fince, or atleall, that you heard 
•nothing to the contrary. I hope my Lord 

* Mandruille is well, and his beautiful Mother, 

* whom the Trench Ladies will talk to Death, 

* unlefs you get your Doors locked up, like thofc 

* ♦f the Hoafe of Commons.- 

* My Lord commands me to acknowlec^e 
' ' yours of the 1 7th, and fays, the perpetual 

* Mur:y in which we have been, muft fervc for 
' a Reafon that as yet he has not fpoke to the 
' £Ling to be your Goffip : But this, my Lord 
' fays, is a Favour which he doubts not but the 

* King will grants and he will tell you fo him* 
*.felf nextPoft. 

I am, &€. 

M, P R I O R, 

As foon as Buftneis would permit, Mr. Prior 
fells again upon his Horace and his Greei Types. 
It was, no doubt, the mod agreeable Part of his 
Life, when he could appear as the Gei^eman 
dnd the Scholar, rather than as the Statefina 
His mixing every where £0 much of the t 
former Charafters, even when he writes in 1 

* Th« W( ihanr«e what m^ft l»e doat* 
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latter, is a fulEcient Evidence of this Truth. 
Lord Manchefter*^ Anfwer to the next Letter is 
alfo very polite, and immediately foUojvs it. 

?tf the Earl of Manchester, 

My lAtd, JVbitehaUy At>ril i8, 170a <>• S. 

* /^UR Parliament Afl^irs being at length 
' V*/ fonflted, we have a little Time to ^iiik 

* on our private Devoirs. I maft therefore beg 

* your Excellency (if you have not done it al- 

* reaidy) to give the Horace^ and the Duke of 
. * Somerfef^ Letter, to Ahhe de L^ttvoisj making 

* the Archbifhop of Rheims acquainted with the 

* Duke's Prcfent, and the Defire we have to cor- 

* re^nd with the learned at Paris. I have 

* written to Mr. Clermont what the Univerfity 
' deiires, as to the procuring us fome Greek 
' Types. If your Excellency expends the Mo- 
' ney, and arepleafed to draw upon me, I will 
*' anfwer the Bills : I fhould be glad they could 

* be got ready foon. I ihould not dare to trou- 

* ble your Excellency, but that your Protedion 
' to the Univerfity is abfoluftely neceflary on this 
•Occafion. 

' His Majefly goes to-morrew to Hamftwi- 

* Court, and wiH ftay there, we fay, the4 fix 

* Weeks. At the End of a SeffioA of Parlia- 

* ment, you know, we always talk of a Change 

* in the Minifhy. We do fo at preient, b^t upon 
[ what Ground I know not. 

I am, &c. 

M. P R JO R. 
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' Tiikfr. P R I OR. 

SIR , Paris, May 5. 1700. 

* T^ H E Court being at Marly, Monfienr 

* A ^e Torcy will not be in Town till to- 

* morrow ; fo I muft make my Excufe to my 
• * Lord Jirfey by yoii, for my not writing. My 

* Wife lays all the Fault on you, that we have 

* not yet heard, if we may give the Little-one the 

* King's Name, and I dare not venture without 

* knowing that pofitively : So that, at prefent, 

* you are a little out of Favour, and will be fo 

* unlefs we hear by the next Letters. 

* I fhall do all I can to ferve the Univerfity, 

* and fhall take care about the Horace, when I 

* have it. Mr. Stanyan will acquaint you how. 
' that Matter (lands, and how this Book is feized 
' at Diepe, I have not feen the Archbifhop of 

* Rheims for fome Time, and I believe he is 

* gone to his Diocefe. 

* Several of the great Men here will dine 

* with me to-morrow, and among them the 

* Marefchal de Villeroy, He will certainly ask 

* after you, as he often does. The little Hopes 

* our Friends at St. Germains have left, is in 
' Scotland, and if that fails, all Things will be 

* quiet till the next Meeting of the Parliamait. 
' I think inftead of a Change in the Minifters, 
' we fhould have a new Parliament ; that would 

* be more for the King's Service. Not much. 

* Good can be expefted from a laft Seffion. Wit 

* hear the King intends to go for Holland next 

* Summer. When that is certain, pray let m^ 

* know it, )vhich will oblige, l^c, 

MANCHESTER. 

The Earl fecms to have been very foUicitoo 
about getting his Majefly to be his Son's Go^ 
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fether : But by what appears in the foregoing, it 
was chiefly to humour his Lady, who might be. 
fond of that Honour. He writes again on that. 
Head to Lord 'Jer/eyy telling him, that * he was. 

* in hopes to have heard, by his Lordfhip's lafl. 

* Letter, that his Majefty would do him die Ho- 

* nour to chriflen his Son : But he feared the 

* great Hurry his Lordftiip had been in, had pre-. 

* vented his Speaking : That he fhould ilay till 

* the next Poft, and then take the Liberty to give 

* him the King's Name ; ilnce, by Mr. Prio a's, 
' his Lordfhip feemed to think that Favour would 
' not be denied him.' 

Before Mr. Prior's next Letter, Lord Somsrs 
was actually removed, as we learn from his men- 
tioning the fuppofed Offer of his Place to Lord 
Chief JufUce Holt,' His Majefty, finding there 
was ftill a ftrong Party among the Commons 
againft that able and faithful Minifter, tho' the 
Majority was ftill warm in his Defence, was pleal- 
ed to take the great Seal from him, and gave it Lord Somen 
to Sir "Nathan Wright y a Man in no Senfe equal '"**°*^ 
to his iUuftrious Predeceflbr. This tame Submif- 
fion of the King to the Violence of a Minority, 
againft a Perfon of fuch Eminence and Credit, 
Was thought to be the Occafion of ' his lofin'g ma- 
ny Friends ; as was alfo his unalienable Attach- 
ment to the Earl of Alhetnarle, the then Favou- 
rite, whom, to the general Diiguft of the Nobili* 
^y, he created a Knight of the Garter. 

7i tht Earl of Manchester. 

My Lord, Hampton-Court , May 2, 1700* 0« S« 

* T A M to acknowledge the Receipt of your 

* X Letter of the ath. I do not believe there 
' will be Occafion for Roger's Stay. As the Af- 
' fiur of Sir WilUamy ^c, has gone throu^ the 

Hands of the Church, fo it is convenient that 
t i(ibottld fo cgntinu^ : And as tQ ik^ Qi^^t ^^ . 
"" ■ G ■ tot% 
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&ir, I fhall take Care to manage i% as you hswft 
already done, in relation to that Perfoa^s knowv 
ing it, whom you mention in your Letter. The 
Thing itfelf cannot, I think, in its own Nature, 
be long a Secret : God only knows what Effisd 
it may have w)ien it comes out, fo Jbange a 
People are we, and fo refolved not to be dieafed 
with any Thing. I fhall be dUe, in a Poft oi 
two> to (^nd Brocar/i fome Money, outpf which 
your Ex(:ellcncy will repay yourfelf what you 
have cxpen4ed, before you give or order him 
the reft. I believe, there is no great Matter to 
be known } but fuch as it is, he muft be en- 
coura^ed, 

' I havex)nly in Charge, from my Lord Ifer- 
/iy, to own the Recci|>t of yours of the 8ch, 
and to tell your liordihip, that he wil} anfwei 
you, by fending away your Exprefs with th^ 
firft Ppoortunity. My Lord Chief Juiisce HoA 
having been here to-dav, and with ^e King 
in private, has given People Occaiion to fay 
that he hasrefuied the Seals : If it be fo, or not, 
cannot iay ) but as yet the Seals are not di%c 
fed of. The King, God be thanked* is wel' 
which is all t)ijc News I can fend you 6x 
this Place. I dined to-day with Mr. Momttu 
ktTt, and dri^ my Lof d Mifnci^er*$ )IeaJ 

Jan9^&c. 
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This is the laft Letter we have of Mr. Pr 
Writing while he was in the Secretary's ( 
On MU/ummir-Day, his old Mailer, the I 
yerfey^ was made Lord Chamberlain, A| 
^^^•^'^J^* famous Mr. I^fif^refigning foon after his 
miflioncr "of Commiffioner of Trade and Plantatic 
pfTradeand account of his ill State of Health, Mr. P^i 
I'Jaat^tions. appointed to fucceed him, Inthiskfi' 

*/piR^ aed m^% profiubte £mploym^w 
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tinusd fcvcral Years, till the Miniftry had again 
need of him towards the End of Queen Annb> 
Reign. Thefe Alterations however, though they 
• were talked of at the breaking-up of the Seffion, 
were not expefted immediately before they hap- 
pened, even by Mr. Prior himfelf We learn this 
from a Letter of Lord Mancbefter to him, in an- 
fwer to one that is not in being. 

7i Afr. P R I O R. 

SIR, Paris, June 30, lyoo. 

* X D O not write by this Poft to my Lord 

* X J^fiy* becaufe Mr. Stanyan intends to fet 
^ out on Friday next, and by him I will let his 

* Lordfhip know what occurs. 

* I find by yours, of the 1 3th Inftant, O. S. 
' that there are not to be any Changes. By this 

* I fee the Town follows its old Cuftom or pla- 
' cing and difplacing feveral. As for my owa 

* Particular, I Ihall never like France fo well as 

* not to wilh to be at home. You know the 
. * Frenci? very well, and I believe you find the 

' Diveriions at Hampton-Court, where I hear you 

* arc often, more to your Satisfeftion than any 

* Thing here. 

* The News we havo at prefent is, that the 

* Pope has made a Promotion for the Crowns, 

* 'vix. the Archbilhop of Paris (who was Ye- 

* ilerday at VerfailUs to thank the King) for 

* France j the Bifhop of PaJ/aro, for the Empe- 

* ror ; and Borgia, a Canon of Toledp, for Sfain^ 

* There are ftill two in Petto, We have fome 

* times Reports here of the King's being, indtf- 

* pofed ; but I hope it is not true. 

Jam, &c. 

M4NCUESTER. 
Q z ^"^ 
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But within ten Days after his Lordfhip writes 
in another Strain, and with a very honefi Con- 
cern for his Friend's Provifion. 

ToMr.TKlOK. 

SIR, Paris, July lo, 1700. 

'TWAS very forry to hear my Lord yerjey 

* X had quitted the Office, and much more fo, 

* becaufe youalfo leave it. I fuppofe you have long 

* forefecn this, and cannot but take care of your- 

* felf, being upon the Place : For you often faid; 

* Men were forgot when abroad. The Hopei 
'* you give, that I am to corrcfpond with.Mr. f^er^ 

* no/t, makes me more eafy than I ihould have 

* been. 

* The Ambaffador of Sa^voy was with me, tc 

* let me^know, that the Duke his Mailer had or? 

* dered Monfieur </<? /a Tour, who was formerl) 
' his Enyoy in England, to return thither wiU 

* the fame Charader. This will caufe a grea 

* Difcourfe, becaufe he was his chief Minifter. 

* But the Reafon why he comes is not hard ti 
^ guefs. I was in hopes to have heard fomethinj 

* concerning Sir, £*f r. whofe Letter I fent latclj 
^ to England, As foon as I hear from my Lori 
t J^^fy^ I ^^ ^^* ^^^^ ^^ congratulate with him 

I am, &c. 

MANCHESTE & 

Mr. Prior was not fond of writing Letter^ 
when it was no longer a Part of his Bufinefs, "V^j 
have only one more of his to Lord Manchefii 
ftnd that above half a Year after his laft. As 
relates chiefly to the State of Affairs in th 
troublefome Winter^ it will lead us to take a mo 
particular View of fome matters therein xn^ntio 
^^ »nd Qlhcrs that are oinitted, 
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To the Earl of MANCHESTfiR. 

My Lordy Dec» lo. 1700. O. S. 

I A M indebted to my good Lord Manchefter 
for two or three Letters ; and it would be 
unxeafonable, if I did not take the Opportunity 
of Mr. Chet^Pi^iPs Return, to tell your Lordr 
ihip what I know of the State of Things here. 
That we fhall have a new Parliament, is, I 
think, certain ; at leaft as far as I can fee int» 
the Matter. What Sort of Parliament it may 
prove, I cannot any ways forefee; but fure 
there never was fo much Work, as at prefent, 
in fccuring Parties and bribing Eledions. Whig 
and Tory are railing, on both Sides, fo violent 
that the Government may eafilybe over-turned 
by the Madnefs of either Faction. We tak^ 
it to be our Play to do nothing againll common 
Senfe or common Law, and to be for thofi^ 
who will fupport the Crown, rather than obligo 
either Party 5 and in order to this. Men are pre- 
ferred who are looked upon to be honeft and 
moderate. In this Number (whether with 
Rcs^fon or not. Time muft decide) we comprc- 
' hend our ♦ Lord-keeper and our new + Secre- 
tary. Lord Rochefter and Lord Godolphin arc 
' in the Cabinet- Council; the latter is at the 
' Head of the Treafury ; the former (we take it 
' for granted) is to go Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
' land, though it be yet a || Secret. The § two 
' Companies are to be brought to an Agree- 
* ment (if poifible), and Mr. J Montague*s being 
' made a Peer (we take it for granted) may coq- 
' tribute to this Union ; iince, being in the 
' Houfe of Commons, he would make an ill 
' Figure, if he either declined to fupport the 

• Sir Nathan Wright, f Sir Cbarla Hedges. 

!lt was not a Secret long. 
The Eaft'Ltdia Coinpames. J Earl of HalHfax. 

G 1 * T4s:« 
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* new, or fhould find too great an Oppofition m 

* his endeavouring fo to do. As to the • Great 

* Affair, I prefume the King will wholly defer it 

* to the Parliament, and aft conjointly with their 

* Confent j which I take to b« the only Method. 

* All that I can fay more on this Head, is, that 

* I take it to be 'happy for the King, that the 

* Will is preferred by the French^ at a Time 

* when every Body was pecvifh againft the Court 

* (though with Reafon God knows) about the 

* Treaty. Count Tallard m2ikt% 2l foolifh Figure 
' here : I do not know, as yet, what he fays to 

* the King on this Occafson ; but everv Body 

* obferves his Excellency to be very melancholy 
' and defponding ; and one may judge he ha* 
' Reafon to be fo, as to his own Particular, con- 

* ceming the Part he has been made to a^ how- 
'* ever his Country in general may approve their 

* Monarch's Breach of Truth and Treaty. This 

* I think is the prefent Figure of our Affiiir% 
' which I am glad to write to fo good a Friend at 

* my Lord Manchefter ; though to moft of the 
' World here, I am of Opinion that to iay leall 

* is to do beft. Your Friend my Lord 7^/9 

* grows very much a Minifter, and is in a ratf' 

* Way of being very great. As to my own At 
' fairs, I have a great many Friends who wouU 

* fet me up at Camhrie^e : I know I fhall find 

* great C^pofition from Mr. Hammmd's Parqr 
^ there, and great Trouble, in cafe I fhould throw 

* him oat, from thofe Men, who will never be 

* fatisfied, let me ad as I will or can. If your 

* Lordfhip thinks it convenient, I know you will 

* not refufc me your Letter to the Univerfity. 

* My Lord Sand'wich is gone to Hinchinbrooky I 

* hear, in order to fet up Charles Boyle againft 

* Mr. Wortley Montague^ Intereft at Umtingtm : 

* The ^aniJhSncctSiotu 
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* P'i*ve la Guerre^ whofcver is chofen or caft ou^ 

* or oh what Side foevcr Things turn. 

1 amj moft truly, &c^ 

M PRIOR. 

/*. 5. ' Though I am no longer in a Secfcti* 

* ry's Office, Venifon would not poifon a Com- 
' miffioner of Commerce, and Doea are now in 
' Seafon \ which it may be ufefol to inform Mr. 

* WmUtftw of^ when next your Lordihip writes 
' to him. 

Wc have here an Account of Mr. PnVs poli- 
tical Principles under his own Hand. * He went 

* widi the Honeft and Moderate/ and was 

* rather for fupporting the Crown, than obliging 

* eidier Party.* This was undoubtedly topurfu* 
the true Intereft of his Country, at a Time 
ivhoi Whig and Tory, as he expreffes it, were 
both fo violent, that the Government might cafiljr 
liave been overturned by the Madncfs of either 
Fa^on. It has all along been owing to Men of 
tills true Britifo Spirit, that the Revolution has 
been fupported on its original Foundation. 

Notwithftanding the Zeal of Mr. Prior's 
Friends to get him chofen for Cambridge, he made 
lumfelf a Candidate for Emft Grinftead in 5^^, Mr. P« ion 
and was there elected. The Parliament met on chofen a 
the 6th of February 170°, and chofe Robert H«r- ^^ember o 
ley, Efq; afterwards Earl of 0;f/c^r^, their Speak- *^*'^^*"''°^ 
«r. We muft give the Hiftory of the moft ma- 
terial Traniaftions in this remarkable Seffion. 

While the King was in Holland ihQ preceding ' 700|- 
Summer, the Nation was fenfibly afflidled by the ^/^l^*, 
Duke of Gloucefter^ Death: But Means, were Death anA 
happily found, at the Meeting of the new Parlia- fettlinn oT 
ment, to repair that public Lofs, and fecure the^^^^&crf 
Proteftant Intereft in thefe Kingdoms, by fettling ' 
thcSucceffion in the prefentiUuftrious Royal Fami- 
G + Vj> 
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Ijr. This AfFair was concerted at Loo, whither the 
Prince chiefly concerned canve to vifit his Maje- 
fly, foon after the Duke of Gloucefter^s Death. 
The. King, however,in his Speech to both Houfes, 
did not fo much as hint at the Perfon he was dc- 
firous to ^Eivour on this Occafion; though he 
very eameftly prefs'd the making of fome Provi- 
fion for extending the Succeffion in a Proteftant 
Family. But the Parliament, no doubt, were in- 
formed of what had previoufly been trania^d ; 
and the lineal Right of the Houfe of Hanoverf 
when all Papifb were excluded, was too aj^rent 
to be pafled over. 

It is worth while, in this Place, to take notice 
of the new Limitations of the Crown, which an 
Englijh Parliament, always jealous of the People's 
Liberties while itfelf is free, thought proper to 
add to thofethat had been already made. The 
Advantages gain'd by the Revolution, though 
very many and great, the Commons did not 
think fuiHcient for our perpetual Security, Kings 
and Minifters, they knew, were Men of the like 
Paffions with themfelves ; and if the favourite 
Paflion of any Future Ones fhould be to extend 
the Prerogative, or take any Meafures that werf 
inconfiftent with the true Intereft of the People, 
they thought too much Precaution could not be 
liad to prevent its taking Effed. Yet tho' alwayi 
watchful over the People's Rights, they are ever 
apt enough to make ConceiCons, to a Prince in 
whom they can confide : Witnefs their giving up 
many of the following Reflriftions, upon the 
Arrival of his late Majeily, who they truiled 
would make no ill Ufeof any Part of his Prero- 
gative. 

* I. That all Things relating to the well-go- 
verning of this Kingdom, which are properly 
cognizable in the Privy-Council, fhall be tranl- 
adled there ; and all Refolutions taken there- 
upon ihall be figned by the Privy-Council. 

* ILThat 
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' * II. That no Perfon whatfoever, who is not 

* a Native of England^ Scotland^ or Ireland^ or 

* the Dominions thereto belonging, or who is not 

* born of Englijb Parents beyond the Seas, fhall 

* be capable of any Grants of Lands, Tenement^, 

* or Hereditaments from the Crown to himfelf,' 

* III. That in cafe the Crown fhall come to 
' any Perfon not a Native of England^ this Nation 

* fhall not be obliged to engage in any War for 

* the Defence of Dominions not belonging to the . 

* Crown of England, without the Confent of 
-* Parliament. 

* IV. That whofoever fhall hereafter come to 

* the Poffeflion of this Crown, fhall join in Com- 

* munion with the Church of England; 2^ by 

* Law eftablifhed. 

* V. That no Pardon be pleadable to any Im- 
' peachment in Parliament. 

' VI. That no Perfon who fhall hereafter 

* come to the Poffeflion of this Crown, fhall go 
' out of the Dominions of England, Scotland, or 

* Ireland, without Confent of Parliament. 

* VII. That no Perfon who has any Office 
' under the King, or receives a Penfion from the 

* Crown, fhall be capable of ferving as a Member 

* of the Houfe of Commons. 

* VIII. That' farther Provifion be made for 

* the confirming of all Laws and Statutes, for the 

* fecuring our Religion, and the Rights and li- 

* bcrtiesof the People, 

* IX. That Judges CommifTions be made quam 

* diu fe bene gejferint, and their Salaries afcer- 
\ lairifd j but upon the Addrcfs of either 

^ G s t^o^if^ 
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^ Houfe of Parliament, it may be lawful to r^ 
f move them. 

. ' X. That thePrincefs^©/^, Dutchefs Dow- 
.' ager of Hano'ver, be declared the next in Sue- - 

* oeffion to the Cown of Englatut^ in. the Prote- 

* ftant Line, after his Majefty and the Prlncefs, 

King of But the Event of this Year that moft imme« 

Spain" % diately regards Mr. Prior*s Hiftory, was the 

fhTconfc^ Death of the King of Spam, and the fatal confe- 

■uenee8<^'it. q^^nces of the French King^s Ambition, which 

now laid the Foundation of the long War that 

followed. That Prince'^s promoting &e Treatie» 

of Partition, I have before obierved, wa» only 

to amuie the neighbouring Powers, efipecially 

His Britannic Majefty, and prevent their keeping 

« ftrift Watch over his Proceedings, while he 

fluade all the necefiary Advances for putting hi» 

Deiigns in Execution. The fecond Treaty had 

been propofed, according to Agreement between 

the contracting Parties, to other Courts, for 

.their Acceptance -and Guaranty. But it wa» 

thought fo ibrange and unprecedented an ASavc, 

that it does not appear any one Prince accepted of 

it. The Emperor in particular thought himfelf 

aggrieved, becauie he had a Right to the whole 

Spanijh Monarchy. 

ELhig William and the States had certainly 
no other View in this Treaty, but to eftaWiih the 
Peace and Tranquility of Europe, and to forma 
Barrier in the Netheriands, for the Security of the 
United Provinces: But the French had very dif- 
ferent Defigns; which they ckndeflinely carried 
HU WJU. on. They procured a Will from the dying King, 
iigned the 2d of OHoher N, S. which conltituted 
t£« Duke of AnjoH, iecond Ton to the Dauphin^ 
Bis univerial Heir, in default of liTue^ aad 
made other Provifions for continuing the Socccf- 
ion. This memorable Will was the Contrivance of 

tte 
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tfcc Marquifl J'Harcourt and Cardinal Porfvcarrero, 
and the Kingfurvived it but barely a Month, dying 
on the £rft of N^vemBer. 

A Copy of this Will being fent to the Court of 
francti his moft Chriftian Majefty feemedto be in 
fufpence, whether he fhould accept it or obferre 
the Treaty of Partition. Bat this was a Feint ^ 
only ; for he did not long waver in his Refolation. 
On the 1 6th of November the Duke of AnjowwKS ^^^ ^ 
decIaftdKingof «9^;y in die Frf/rr/& Court, and pro- Anim pro* 
claimed at Madrid oxi the ^4th of the fame Month, claimed. 
The new eleded Pope, Ciement XI, and the Em- 
peror proteHed again^ this Step. The Englt/b 
and Dutch MiniAers likewife repreiented. That ' 

it was not agreeaUe to the Treaty of Partition^ 
io lately figned. But the French King anfwered, 

* That the principal Defign of that Treaty being 

* to prevent the Union of the Kingdoms of France 

* and Spain under one Sovereign, this was ef- 

* fedtually provided for by the Will ; the Heirs 
' of the Duke of jinjou being rendered incapable 

* of the Crown of Spain, if they fucceeded to that 

* of France : So that the Spirit and Intention of 
^ the Treaty was fUU complied with, though it 

* might be contrary to the Letter of it/ Adding, 

* That his Grandibn^s Title by the Will accruing 

* fince that Treaty, could not be afieded by it.' 
This was French Sophiftry with a Witnefs, and in 
the true Spirit of Lewis the XIV, who, while 
he was thus gloffing over his Treachery, had two 
remarkable InHruments drawn up at Paris, to 
preferve the Duke of Anjous Title to the Crown 
of France, in cafe his elder Brother died without 

' Male, which by the Salic Law is the only he- 
ritable Mue. 

The Duke of Bavaria, Governor of the Spa- 
lu/b Netherlands, yielding up at the fame Time all 
the Towns and FortreiTes iq that Country to the 
French King, with their Garrifons, which were 
partly compofed of Dutch Tro<^, the States, ra- 
rdMA'CAWr into sift inuaf diate War^ while 
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their Frontiers were expofed, and run the Hazard 
of lofing thofe Forces that were in the Spanifo 
Towns, thought fit to acknowledge the Duke 
of Jnjou for King of Spain : Whereupon the 
French fufFered the Dutch Troops in Flanders to re- 
turn home, without Moleftation. 

The new Parliament, as before related, being 
met, the Lords, forefeeing the Confequences of 
the late Revolution upon the King of Spams 
Death, addreffed his Majefty, * That he would 

* enter into all Alliances with fuch foreign Powers 

* as were willing to unite for the Prcfervation of 

* the Ballance of Power in Europe.* AH Things 
now feemed advancing to a Cri£s; and as the 
Tranfadions in Parliament, which immediately 
followed, have the moft flridt Connexion with the 
foregoing Parts of this Hiftory, I fhall give 
them in the Words of one of our ♦ Hiflorians, 
who appears to have related them the moft con- 
cifely. 

* On the i8th of March his Majefty fent a 

* Meflage to the Commons by Mr. Secretary 

* Hedges, to acquaint them, that Mr. Stanhope, 

* his Envoy at the Hague, having tranfmitted to 

* his Majefty Copies of tlie Demands made 

* by himfelf, and the Deputies of the States, 

* to the French Ambaftador, he had thought 
, * fit to conununicate the fame to the Com- 

* mons, intending to acquaint them from Time 

* to Time with the Progrefs of thofe Nego- 

* tiations. 

A Barrier * By the Memorials mentioned in the King*s 
^t'^^r^i'/t^ ' Meflage, the Eng/i/h and Dutch Minifters dc- 
\ndDmb. * "landed of the Fr^«c/& Ambaflador, that his Ma- 

* fter fhould withdraw his Troops out of the 
* Spanijh Netherlamls, and allow a fufticient Bar- 
' rier for the Security of England 2iXid the States* 

• Mr. Salmwt 

^ GeAcnii; 
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'General 5 to which that Ambaflkdor did not 

* think fit to return any Anfwer. 

* The Commons, having confidred the King's The Com- 
•Meflage, and the Treaty of Partition, at the "**?» *****^« 
' fame Time prefented his Majefty an Addrefs j p^^^^^^ 

* wherein they thanked him for his gracious Mef- Treaty, 

* fage, and reprefented the ill Confequences of a 

* Treaty of Partition (pafs'd under the Great Seal 
' during a Seifion of Parliament, and without the 
' Advice of the fame) to this Kingdom, and the 

* Peace of Europe, whereby fuch large Territo- 

* rics of the King of Spain's Dominions were 

* to be delivered up to the French King. 

» * His Majefty took no notice of the Partition 

* Treaty in his Anfwer to theConamons; only told 

* them, he was glad they were pleafed with his com- 

* municating to them the State of the Negotia- 

* tions, which he fhould continue to inform them 

* of, and receive their Advice thereupon ; being 

* perfuaded, nothing could contribute more to the 

* Happinefs of this Kingdom, and the Peace of 

* £«r»/^,than the Concurrence of the Parliament 

* in all his Negotiations, and a good Underiianding 

* between him and his People. 

• The Houfe of Peers had, two or three Days 

* before, ntix, on the 20th of March^ prefented 

* an Addreis to his Majefty, declaring their .^jj^ ^^^ 

* Senfe of a Partition Treaty ; wherein they addr efe a- 
' * reprefent to his Majefty, that having read and gainft the 

* confideredth#faid Treaty of the 3d of March, Treaty of 
' 1700, N. S. made with the French King, to- ^^'"^*"** 

* gether with the feparate and fecret Articles 

* which he had been pleasM to communicate to ^ 
^ them, they had, to their great Sorrow, found 

* the Matters thereof would be of very ill Confe- 

* quence to the Peace and Safety of Europe ; for 

* diat, beiides the Occafion it might have given 

* the late King of Spain to have made his Will in 

* fevour of the Duke of Jnjou } if that Treaty 
' had taken Effed, the Prejudice to his Majefty 
^aadhisSttbjcits^ andi&d^toaUjE«r0f^ by the 
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* Addition of Sicify, Naples, (cveral Ports of t^ 
'' Mediterranean, the Province of Gutpu/coa, and 

* the Dutch/ of Lorrain, had been not only very 
*greaty but contrary to the Pretence of the 
^ Treaty itfelf, which was to prevent any Ura- 
' brage that might have been taken, by uniting fa 
' many States and Dominions under one Head : 

* That by all the Informations diey had had of 

* the fatal Treaty, they could not find^ that the 

* verbal Orders or Inftrudions (if any were given 

* to his Majcfty's Plenipotentiaries) were ever con- 
Cenfifrt the * fidercd in any of his Majcfty's Councils,, or that 
negotiating * the Draught of that Treaty , had ever been laid 
It without • before his Majefty at a»y Meeting of his Coun- 
rtc AdTicc # ^ much lefs that it was advifed or approved of 
C«wciU ' ^y *^y Council or Committee of Council : 

* Wherefore they thought themfelves bound in 

* Duty to his Majefty, and Juilice to their Coun- 
' try, moil humbly to befeech him, that for the 

* future he would be pleafed to require and admit, 
' in all Matters of Importance, the Advice of 

* his natural-born Subjeds, whofe known Probity 
' and Fortunes might niake him and his People 

* a jufl Ai&irance of their Fidelity to his Service f 
^ and that in order thereunto, he would bepleaf- 

* ed to conftitute a Council of fuch Perfons^ to 

* whom his Majefly might he pleafed to impart 

* all A^FairSy both at home and abroad, which 

* might any way concern him and his Dominions : 

* For, as Literefl, and natural AfFedUon to their 
' Country, would incline them to wiih the Wei' 

* fare and Profperity. of it, much more than o^ 

* thers who had no fuch Ties upon them ; and at 

* their Eiaperience and Knowledge of their Coun-' 
' try would alfo render them more capable thaa 

* Strangers of adviiinghis Majefly in the true In- 
' tereft of it ; £> they were confident, that after 

* fuch large and repeated Decaonftrations of ]u» 

* Sub^e£b Duty and AfFedion, his Majefly could 

* notdoubcof their Zeal in his Service, nofwaat 
I die Kaowkdge of Peifons fittdtecv^plojred in 



Mr. P R I O R'j Negotiations. 135 

* liU his inoA fecreC and arduous A£alrs: And that: 

* fincc it appeared the French King's accepting of 

* the King of Spain's Will, was a manifeft Viola- 

* tion of that Treaty, they humbly advifed his 

* Majefty^ in future Treaties with that Prince, to 
i proceed with fuch Caution, as might carry a 

* real Security. 

• His Majefty^ having received the Lords Ad- The Kini*« 

* drefs, angered, Tlmt it contained Matters Anfwcrtfttr 

* of very great Moment, and he would always 
' take care, that all Treaties he made fhould be 

* for the Honour and Safety of England. 

* Soon after this, the Earl of Portland being The Earl of 

* charged diredlly in die Houfe of Peers with nc- Port/and 

* gotiating the (aid Treaty, his Lordfhrp faid in c^a^ared with 

* his Excufe, That the Earls of Femhroh, 7^0^^, xJ^"^ ^^ 

* and Marlhrough, the Lords Somers, Lon/daU, LordSomen 

* and Halifax y had their Share in that* Negotia- Ha///«x, fce« 
•tion: To which thofe Peers replied. They didwi^^a^lvi- 

* acknowledge they had feen the Draught of the^"^*^ 

* Treaty ; but that the Earl of Portland had 
<* drawn it up himfelf in French^ and they had ne^ 

* ver ^ven nor refufed their Confent to it, be- 

* caufe the Treaty was never communicated ta 

* the Privy-CounciL Many warm Speeches were 

* made upon this Occaiion, refieding upon the 

* Court '^ Nor did the Houfe of Commons le{» 

* refent the huddling i^ thofe Treaties in the dark, 

* than the Houfe of Peers : Mr, Howy partica-' 

* larly, faid, that the Partition Treaty was a fe- 
' lonious Treaty : comparing it to the Difiriba^ 

* tion of other Mens Goods amongfl Highway^ 
.'men. 

' While the Houfes were engaged in the(e 

* angry DSbates, the King ient ancAher Meflkge 

* to the Commons the ^oth of Marchy acquaint- r^^ EarM 

* ing them, that Mr. 5/«air»/# had delivered ano- andDarc^S 

* ther Memorial to the French AmlMdHador at the iQ^^d Satif- 

* Haguf, requiring that rea&Miabire Satisfedion^^^ 

* fhould be given to the Empeior uponius Preten- „ ^di « ' 
l&fM to tjiktBfmi/b S4IGC«£0ft ; Tto Chc Fr«ncfc^%ana. 
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* King, by a (hort and limited Time, fhould with- 

* draw all his Troops out of the Spantfi> Nether- 

* iands^ and that the Towns there fhould be gar- 
' rifoned by Walloon or Netherland Trooips, except 

* fuch Places as were referved for the Security of 

* England and Holland : That for the particular 

* Security of England, Oftend and Netuport fhould 

* be garrifoned by Engltfli Forces : That no 

* Places belonging to Spain^ fhould ever be alien- 

* ated or transferred to France, or come under the 

* Power of the French King : That the Subjedis 

* of England fhould have the fame Privileges 
' within the Spanijh Dominions, as at the King 

* of Spain^s Death, and be upon the fame foot, 

* with refped to Trade in the Spanijh Dominions, 

* as the French : That France and Spain fhould 

* folemnly engage to obferve thefe Particulars; 

* and that the Treaty fhould be guaranteed by 

* fuch Powers, as the contrading Parties fhould 
' defire. 

* That the Dutch had prefented a Memorial of 

* the fame Tenor ; wherein they had demanded 

* Venlo, Ruremond, Stevenfwaert, Luxemhurg, 

* Namur, Charleroy, Mons, Dendermonde, Damme, 

* and St. Denysy for their Barrier. 

The Anfwer * But that the French Ambaffador had given the 
ofthcFrtfW/&.* Miniflersof England 2indL Holland no other An- 

* fwer, than that his Mafler would obferve" the 
• * Peace of Ryfwick ; they muft expedl no other 

The States * Security. That his Majefly alfo had received a 
^*^^*/Ac * Memorial from the States, defiring him to haflen 
f^,Z ' the Succours England hzd agreed to fend them 
* , * by the Treaty of the 3d of March, 1677: 
tteKi^gde*' UP^^ a^ which, his Majefly defired the Com- 
mands the * mons would give him fuch Advice, as might be 
Advice of « for their own Security, that of the Statcs-Gc- 
the Com- « j^q^sH, and the Peace of Europe. 
Th^' defile * '^^^ ^o"^« taking this Meffage into their 
himtoaftiii* Confiderationonthezd o£ jfpril, refohred, un- 
concert with * animoufly, to advife his Majefly to carry on the 
-4W«wm^ ' Negotiatkaw in concert with the States-General, 
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* and take fuch Meafurcs therein, as might moft to fupport 

* conduce to their Security : And that his Ma- ^""* 
' jefty would purfue the Treaty made with the 

* States-General the 3d of Marchy 1677; affur- 

* ing him, that this Houfe would effedually 

* enable him to fupport the faid Treaty of 1677': 

* Whereupon the King thank'd theat for the Af- 

* furance diey had given him, and faid. He did 

* not doubt but the Readinefs they had (hewn on 

* this Occafion, would very much contribute to 

* the obtaining fuch a Security as was defired. 

* His Majefty obferving, however, that though 

* the Commons were very ready to affift both the 

* Dutch and the Emperor, to obtain a fuiEcient 

* Barrier againft Trance, yet they did not at all 

* incline to the entering into a War, for the Re- 

* covcry of the Kingdom of Spain from the Duke 

* of Jnjou, thought fit, after he had thoroughly 

* weigh'd all Circumllances, to acknowledge the 

* Duke's Title to the Crown of Spain, and con- 

* gratulate him on his Acceffion, by the following 

* Letter^ <viK. 

Moft Serene and Potent Prince, our dear Brother 
and Ally, 

* \X/E iiave received your Majefty*s Letter of The King 
^ VV the 24th of JW^rf^laft, which has been acknow- < 

* very acceptable to us upon many Accounts : ^^^.^ 
^ Firft, becaufe it brought us Notice of your fafej^"^^^^*" 

* Anival into your Kingdom of Spain, and ot Spain, and 

* your coming to the Pofleffion of it, and taking and congra- 

* upon yourfclf the Government of the Domi- ^^'^^" 

* nions thereunto belonging : And in the fecond ^^^ ^^ 

* Place, becaufe they have made it plain to us, 

* that your Majefty hath a Mind to continue, and 
*keep inviolably, that moft antient Alliance 

* which is between the two Crowns. Indeed, wc 

* have willingly embraced this Occafion, both to 
'congratulate your Majefty's happy Exaltation to 
[ the Spanijh Throne, and to fhew yo\x biow ift»5^ 
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^ Efteem we hare for your Majefty, afid hoW 

* muck we deiire to make it appear to you, thai 

* our Inclimition doth moft readily prompt us to 
' endeavour whatwe can^ that the mutual Con- 
? jundibn of Friendihip and Alliance between isi 

* may be confirmed and knit fafter, and the 

* common G«od of the two Nations may daily 

* more and more flourifh and be promoted $ 

* which we hope alio will redound to the pub" 
' lie Benefit and Good of all Europt ; What rr- 

* mains, is to commend and commit your Nk" 

* jefiy to the Care and P»otedion of Almij^ty 

* God. 

Given at amr Falact «^ Kenfmgtoity tbf x^tk 
Dmy rf April, i70i» and the ii^k Tear 
efthe Reign of your Majefifs wmfi hvkig 
Bretber and Alfy. 
Siff^d, 

* The King of Sn^tand^ as wdl ts the Stfttef^ 
^ having now recogniz'd PUnlip King of Spain^ 

* the Conferences at the Hague were refumed be- 
' tween die E$^li/b and Dutch Minifters^ an^ 
' Monfieur D^Jvaux, the French Ambaflador 
' there, for fettling a Barrier, purfuant to the 
' Advice the Commons had given ]m Majeftyw 

* In the mean Time the Comnxms continued 

* to confider the Partition Treaty, and who 

* were the Advifers of it ; and in the Beginning 

* of Jpril came to a Refolution, That William 

* Earl of Portland, hy negotiating and concluding 

* the Treaty of Partition y nvhichiAjas deftruSime 

* to the Trade of this Kingdom, and dangerous to 

* the Peace of Europe, nvas guilty, and ftfouU 

* he impeached, of high Crimes and MifdemeO' 

* nours ; and Sir John Levifon Gvwer, by Or- 
' der of the Houfe, went up to the Lords Bar^ 
' and there impeached the (aid Earl, acquaint' 
' ing them, that they would in due Time ei^ 
' iiibit Articles ag^unfi him : Immediately aftor 
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which, the Commons, at a Conference, de- 
fj-eil tJieir Lordfhips to communicate to them 
what Informations their Lordfhips had received 
of any Tranfadions relating to the Negoti- 
ations or Treaties of Partition of the Spattifi 
Monarchy: Whereupon their Lordfhips deli- 
vered to them the two Latin Commifiions o( 
Powers, granted to the Earls of Portland and 
Jerfey^ for the negotiating the faid Treaties, the 
one dated the firft of juij, 1690, the other 
the 2d of January y 1700: As alio a private 
Paper of the Lord Fortland\y in which Se- 
cretary Vernon advifes him to negotiate the 
firft Treaty. 

* On the 14th of Jfril^ the Consmons being 
in a Debate, whether they (hould impeach the 
Lord Somers for advifing the faid Treaty, that 
Lord defired to be heard before they came to 
any Refolution, and wa» admitted into the 
Houfey where he made an Apology for his 
Conduct; but being withdrawn, the Commonai 
^ame to a Refolution, That John Lord Sonurs, Lord Somr$ 
by adviiing his Majefty, in the Year 1698, impeach'd 
to the Treaty for Partition of the Spanifi Mo- f^^^jl,^ 
narchy, whereby large Territories of the King x^tv. 
of SfatWs Dominions were to be delivered iq) to 
France, was guilty of a high Crime and Mif- 
demeanor ; and Mr. Harcourt^ acccH*ding^y, by 
the Command of the Conmions, impeached 
that Lord at the Bar of the Houfe or Lords» 
declaring that the Houfe would in due Time 
exhibit Articles againfl him. 
' The Lord Samers, at bis Hearing before 
the Conmions, delivered the Copies of two 
Letters to the Houfe ? the firft of which he 
received from the King, defiring his Advice in 
the firft Treaty of Partition j and the fecond 
was his Lordfliip's Anfwer to it.' Thefe 
Letters I have before inferted in their pro- 
per Placer 
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The Com- < The Commons proceeded, on the 23d of 
SrMt^cfl?* 4>r/7, to prefent an Addrefs to his Majefty; 
to^emove wherein they reprefent the great Satisfa^on 
the Lords * they had in their Enquiry concerning the 
Somers,Port'< Treaty of Partition made in 1698 (on which 
/J!f*!!nd'* ^c Treaty in 1699 was founded) to obferve 
Oford, from* his Majefty's Care in not entering on that 
kii Councils/ Negotiation without the Advice of his Englijb 

* Counfellors ; and finding, that John Lord So^ 

* mersj on whofe Judgment his Majefty chiefly 

* relied in that important Affair, did, in concert 

* with EdiAjard Earl of Orford, and Charles 

* Lord Halifax, advife his Majefty to enter in- 

* to that Treaty of fuch dangerous Confequence, 

* without the Advice of his Council; that thej 
■^ might no longer be able to deceive his Majefty, 

* and abufe his People, they defired he would be 

* pleafed to remove the faid John Lord Somers^ 

* Edward Earl of Orford, and Charles Lord Ha- 

* lifaxy from his Council and Prefence for ever; 

* as alfo William Earl of Portland^ who traa- 

* flated thofe Treaties ; and concluded with rc- 

* peating their AjfTurances to ftand by and fup- 
' port his Majefty to the utmoft of their 
-* Power. 

* To which his Majefty anfwered. He thank- 

* cd them for their Aflurances of fupporting 

* him, and ftiould employ none in his Service^ 

* but fuch as were like to improve that mntoal 

* Tnift and Confidence between them, whick 

* Was io neceflary at that Conjundlure for their 

* Security, and the Prefervation of their Allies. 
TheHoufe * On the contrary, the Houfe of Lords (iji 
of Peers ad- < which the Courtiers had had a Majority for 
Kingaot%o' ^^^^ '^^"^^) though tliey had themfelves (aid 
remove * very hard Things of the Partition-Treaty, and 
thofe Lords. * the Manner of tranfading it, in their Addrefs; 

* yet, in behalf of thefe their favourite Brethren, 

* they now prefented an Addrefs of another 

* Strain j wherein they befeech ^s Majefty not 
/ to pafs any Cenfure on thofe Lords, until th^ 
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f were tried upon the Impeachments the Com- 

* mons had preferred againft them. Thus Mat- 

* ters refted till the 5 th of May] when the Lords 

* fcnt a Meffage to the Commons, to remind, ^^^ «- 

* them that there were yet no Articles preferr- Commons 

* cd againft the impeached Lords; whereupon the that no Ax- 

* Conunons, on the 9th of the fame Month, tides were 

* ftnt up Articles againft Edward Earl of Or-fe°t"P»- 

* fordy in Maintenance of their Impeachment. fi"*^J^ 

* The Articles againft the Earl of Orford fetLoHs. 

* forth. That he, preferring his private Intereft Articles 

* to the piiblick Good, had, during an expen-*samft the 

* five War, procured feveral Graflts from his 5^J^ *^ ^* 
"* Majefty of Lands and exorbitant Sums of Mo- 

* ney : That while he commanded the Royal 

* Navy in the Streights, he received the public 

* Money, and converted it to his private Ufe, 
/ and then procured a Privy-Seal to difcharge 

' him of it: That he received coniiderable 
' Sums from the King of Spain alfo, with great 

* Quantities of Wine, Oil, and other Provi- 

* fions for the Fleet, which he converted to his 

* own Ufe : That he fold and diipofed of feve- 
' ral VeiTels as Prizes without Condemnation : 

* That, prefiding in the Commiffion of Lord 
.* High- Admiral, he had rejefted the Requeft of 

* the E aft- India Company for fupprefling Pi- 

* rates, and had procured a Commiffion for Wil^ 

* Ham Kiddj who had Committed Piracy, en- 

* couraged thereto by his Hope? of the Earl's 

* Protection: That while he commanded the 

* Royal Navy, he loft feveral Opportunities of dc- 

* ftroying the Enemy's Ships, and that he ad- 
' vifed the King to enter into the Treaty of 

* Partition, which was prejudicial to the Nati- 
' on ; with fome other Things of lefs Mo- 

* ment. 

To which the Earl anfwered. That his Ma- The Earl't 

* jefty, in Confideration of his Services for many Anfwer. 

* Years, had voluntarily made him a reveriio- 
{ lOiXY Graot for |h!^ V^oe of ^ut ten thon- 
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fend Pounds: That he had legally pafsM his 
Accounts for all Monies he had received oa 
account of the Public : That whatever he re- 
ceived of the King of Spain for the Fleet, 
was dulv diftributed among the Seamen : That 
he conftantly gave Orders for proceeding a- 
gainft the Prizes that were taken according to 
Law: That he never difcouraged the Eaft India 
Company's Requeft for the fuppreffing of Pi- 
rates: That KidiTs Commiflion was granted 
according to Law, and intended for the pub- 
lic Good ; and, if he had committed Piracy, 
he was never encouraged in it by the Earl : 
That he had not negleded his Duty againU 
the Enemy ; and, coniidering his Services a- 
gainft the French Fleet, he did not exped to 
be charged therewith : And denies that he ad- 
vifed his Majefty to enter into the Partition 
Treaty, for he objefted to it, he averred, and 
gave his Opinion againil the fame. 
* The Commons alfo on the 1 9th of May, 
fent up Articles againd the Lord Somers i 
wherein they charge him with advifing the 
Partition Treaties, and paffing, both the Pow- 
ers to treat, and the Treaties themfelves, mi» 
der the Great Seal, without the Knowledge oF 
the Council or the other Lords- Juftices, leav- 
ing one entire Blank Sheet, with feveral other- 
Blanks to be filled up, as well in the Commit- 
fions and Powers, for negotiating the faid 
Treaties, as in the Treaties themfelves; nei- 
ther did h^ enroll them in Chancery, as th^ 
Law required : That he pafled many unrea^ 
fonable Grants under the Broad Seal, and ad^ 
vifed and procured divers Grants of the for- 
feited Eftates in Ireland: That beiides tk« 
Fees and Perquifites of his Office, Jic procur' 
ed a Penlion of 4000 /. per .Anmm^ and fev^ 
ral other unreafonable Grants for his own B^ 
nefit, in which his Majefty was deceiv^* 
TMt he had procured a Conuwffion for fViU 
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Ham KM, a Perfon of ill Fame, who had 
turned Pirate, and procured a Grant for him- 
fclf and fome others, in feigned Names, of 
fuch VeiTels and Goods as, he ihouldtake: 
That he had made illegal and unwarrantable 
Orders, while Chancellor, with fome other 
' Matters of Icfs Moment, 

• To which he anfwered. That he had, ac^ Lord S^* 
^ cording to his Duty, given the King his Opi- «*'•*« An^ 
' nion freely on the Partition-Treaties, and had ^^"' 
' his Majefty's Letters for his Warrants in fett- 
' ing the Great Seal to the faid Conmii£ions 

* and Treaties : That it was not incumbent up^ 

* on him* as Lord Chancellor, to fee the faid 

* CommiffioBS or Treaties enrolPd j but the 

* Care of it belonged to the Prothonotary of 

* the Court of Chancery : That he never pafs*d 
' any Grants without fufiicient Warrants, and 

* that more coniiderable Grants had pafsM in 
^ the Times of his Predeceflbrs : That the an* 
' nual Penfion of 4000 /. per Annum had been 

* allowed to other Chancellors : That he never 

* begg'd any Grant j but what he had received, 

* was given him voluntarily by his Majefty, in Con* 

* fideration of his Services : That the Commif- 

* iion to Captain Kidd, was then thought nccef* 
' fiuy for the Prefervation of Trade and Navi- 

* gation. He acknowledges, that SamuehNrw* 
' /tf»'s Name in the Grant of the Vcffels and 
f Goods that fhould be taken by Kidd, was ufed 

* ia Truft for him (the Lord Somers ;) but that 

* Kiddy having abufed his CommiiHon and turned 

* Pirate, his Employers had loft their Expences, 
< iiiftead of making any Gain by fending him 
^ out. 

* The Articles againft Charles Lord Halifax TheArtfclci 

* fet forth. That whereas the Commons ^adH^n* djc 

* thought it reafonable to apply the forfeited rJJJ, 
^ Eftates in Ireland to the Ufe of the Publick/ 

^ he had procured a Grant of feveral Sums 
( forfeited t9 (be CrowA in that Kin^m^ 
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• in ctttong *« ^i„g "^""^JSXa^^i other 
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^ hibiting Articles againft the- Earl of Portland 

* axfcd the odier Lords. 

* To which the Commons anfwcred. That 

* they deferred bringing op the Replication a- 

* eainft the Earl of Orford^ becaufe they thought 

* §t to begirt with the Trial of the Lo.^ ^o- 

* mers : And as^ to the other Part o£ the Lord^t 

* Mcflage, putting diem in mind of fending up 

* Articles of Impeachment againft the^ EaH of 

* Partioftdy (^c, they held it to be tmparliamen* 
^ taiy, they as Profecotors being proper Judges, 
' where Articles of Impeachment ought to be 

* brought up. 

* Then the Lordr fent 2 Mefiage to the Com- The Lords 

* mons; acquainting them,- that they had afp-^P*'*?' ■ 

* pointed the 9th of June for the Trial of the?^y f^^ ^^ 

* Earl of Otford, and that the Commons might e. of Or/ari; 

* neply if they thought fit. They alfo put theni 
' in mind again, that no Articles were exhibit- 
' ed againft the Eari of Portland; which, after 
^ an Impeachment had fo long depended, they 

* obftrved was a Hardlhip, and not agreeable 
^ to the ufual Method of Piriiament. 

* To this the Commons -replied. That it was The Coms 

* their undoubted Right, when feveral Perfonsmomrefent 

* ftood impeachedi to bring to Trial fuch oP^^«»"^ 
- them in the firft' Place as they faw fit; ind^^^^ 

* that no Dtiy ought to be appointed by their 
*• liOrdihips^ for the Trial, without fome previ- 

* oos Signification to- their Ldrdfhips. from the 

* Commons of their being ready to proceed- 

* therein; and therefore the Commons could 

* not agree to the Day appointed by their Lord- 

* fhips fbr the Trial of the Eari of Or/brd: 

* And as^ to that Part of their Meflage relating 

* to the fending up Articles againft the Eari of 

* Portland\ they thought their Lordfhips, by 

* the frequent Repetition of it, intended to in- "' 

* trdduce Difputes to the Delay of Juftice, and 
^ in Breach of that good Corrcfpondence which 
I'«togHttoB^i*ferr«Jd bctw^da^^WQAX^xsfea. 
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' The Lords, in a fubfequent Meflage, put 
the Commons in mind of replying to the Lord 
Somers; and afferted. that the Right, of limit- 
ing a convenient Time for the Trial was lodg- 
ed in them. 

* Tfhe Commons afterwards, at a Conference, 
propofed the appointing a Conunittee of both 
Houfes, to coniider of the moft proper Ways 
and M«thods of proceeding on Impeach- 
ments : But the Lords by another Meflage, in- 
iiiled on their Right of appointing the Day 
of Trial, without any previous Signification 
from the Commons of their being ready ; and 
complained, that the Commons ihould charge 
them with delaying Juitice. 

* The Commons, on the other hand, infilled 
on the nominating a Committee of both 
Houfes, to adjuft the neqeffary Preliminaries ta 
the Trials : As, whether the impeached Lords 
ihould appear at their Trials at their Lord- 
ihips Bar as Criminals; and whether they 
ihould fit as Judges at each other's Trials, or 
vote in their own Cafes, 4s they found by 
their Lordfhips Journals they had been ad- 
mitted to do. ... 

* Still the Lords refufed to appoint any fuch 
Committee to coniider of the Ways and Me- 
thods of Impeachments, and appointed Friday, 
the 13th oi June, for the Trial of the Lord 
Somers: But the Commons refufed to appear 
at any Trial, till the Preliminaries were fct-. - 
tied. 

* The Lords afterwards fent the following^ 
Refolutions to the Commoas, <z;/Ve. ift, Tliat^= 
no Lord of Parliament, impeached for High^ 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors, and coming to hi^ 
Trial, ihall be without the Bar. 2dly, ThaOl 
no Lord, impeached pf high Crimes and Mif— - 
demeanors, can be precluded from voting oic= 
any Qccaiion, except in his own Trial. An<S 
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vrere ilraitcned for Time, the Lords ordered 
^e Trial of the Lord Somen to be put off to 
the 1 7th Inftant, and agreed to a free Con- 
ference with, the Commons. 

* At this Conference the Lord Haveffiam A^frttCc 
laidy The Lords had fo high an Opinion of ^^^J^^^^ *• 
-the Houfe of Commons, that they hofd Jufiict^^ *°» 
,ybould never he made ufe of as a Majk for etrrf 
-Defign : That it fwas a Demonf ration the Com* 
■wnons thought the Lords innocent y hecaufe there 
"•luere fe*veral other Lords engaged in the fame 
things, nvhom they did not accufe^ hut lefi thim 
dit the Head of Affairs, near the Ktn^s Perfin, 
do do any Mifchief if they ' ivere inclined to 'it, 
^johen they nvere both alike guiltyy and concerned 
in the fame FaBs, 

' Thefe Expreffions were immediately objcd-»rhc Con 
€d to by Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave, and the mons rcfi 
Managers for the Commons, who took thcm'fo»neWa 
' to be fuch an Afpcrfion on the Honour of ^^^^ 
^ that Houfe, that they immediately withdrew, v/wW»/ 
from the Conference. As they. withdrew, the 
^rd Steward faid. He hoped they would not 
Aifik, that the Lord had any Authority from the 
Houfe of Lords to ufe any fuch Expreffions^ 
towards the Commons. 

* However, the Managers being return'd ta 
^Keir Houfe, it was refolved, That Johm Lor<f 
fia^erjbam had, at the free'Conference, utter'd 
^iXofl fcandalous Reproaches and felfe Exprcf- 
ftons, highly refleding upon the Honour aod 
J\illice of the Ho^^fe of Commons, and tend- 
*^g to Ae making a Breach in the good Cor- 
^>efpondence between the Lords and Common t^ 
^Xid to the interrupting the publick Juftice o ' / 
^fce Nation, by delaying tht Proceedings on', , „ 
J'mpeachments: And refolved. That 7^^» Lord ifX^* 
-^wverfi^am be charged before the Lords, for charged 
^lic Words fpoken at the iaid Conference ; and with the 
^kat the Lords be defired to proceed in Juftice^^ ; 
ag^ him, gnd to inflift fuO^i f \VKsStksa«Eix\Yi,, ^ 
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* Mftm. the faid Lord, as fo high ad 0f{efic9 
' againft the Commons does deferve. 

* The Lords afterwards defired^ that the Fred 

* Omference might be rencw'd, in order to fet 
' all Matters to rights ; but the Commons re^ 

* folvM> that it was not coniiftent with theif 

* Honour to renew the Free Conferenrce, till' 

* Juftice was done them on the Lord Haimfimti, 
Jtulesto be * The Lords, on the i6th of yme^ fent th^r 
•bfervcd at « Commons the following Rules^ to be obierv* 
j^Jr^ ^^' ed at the Trial of the Lord Smers the next 
** ^*^^'7, Day, <//«. 

* That the whole Impeachment is to be read, 
^ and theh the Anfwer ; which being done^ thtf 

* Lord Keeper is to tell* the Commons; dial 
f tiom' thfcy ittay go on with their Evidence. 

* Then the Lord Keeper is to declare. That 
^ now the Court is pro9eeding to hear the Evi« 
^ dencc, and dcfire the Peers to giv6 Attcn- 

* tion. 

* If any of the Peers, or the Members o# 
y the Honfe Commons, that manage the £vi« 

* dence, or the Lord impeached, do defirv 

* to have any QuefUon aflc'd, they muft defire 

* the Lord Keeper to ajk the feme, 

* If any Debate doth arife at the Trial, no 
*i Debate is to be in the Court, but the QuC' 
f. flion fufpended, to be debated ia this Houie. 

* The Members of the Houfe of Commomr 

* to be there before the Pecn come. 

« None to be covered at the Trial but the^ 
« Peers. 

* That fuch Peers, at the Trial of the im-' 
^ peached Lord, who, at the Inibnce of ther 

. . ■ * {aid Lord, or of the Conunons, ihall be ad-* 

* mitted Witnefles, are to be fwom at th^ 

* Clerk's Table; and the Lord Keeper to ad*" 

* minifter the Oath, and they to deliver diej^ 
I Evidence ia their own Plac^* 
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* Thofe Witneffes that are Commoners, are 

* to be fwom at the Bar by the Clerk, and arc 

* to deliver their Evidence there. . 

* The impeached Lords may crofs-cxamine' 

* Witneffes *viva njoce, 

* The (ame Day, the Commons received the Lord ffa* 
' Lord Ha*uerJ^am"s Anfwer to their Charge ; lii''«'«^'»'» 

* which he jaftified the Expreffion he had ufcd^^*''* 

* at the late Conference between the two^o^^****^ * 
' Houfes; and Hill afferted, that the Commons Charge. 

^ had (hewn themfelves partial, and even un- 

* juft, in proceeding againft the impeached 
^ Lords, while they fuffer'd the Earl of Jetfeyi 

* Mr. Secretary Femon^ Sir Jofeph Williamfin'^ 

* Sir Edward Sijmour, Sir Stephen Foxy ana 
"* Mf . Pilham, who^eje engaged in the fame 

* Tranfadions, to remain unmoleAed. 

* On the other hand, the Commons gave fevc- 

* ral Reafons why they <:ould not appear at die 
' Trialof theLord^«;»»frjj the Principal wherc- 

* of were, i/. That the Lords had notagreed to Reafom of 
'* a Committee of both Houfes for fetfling the'the Com- 

* Preliniinaries. tdly, That they <:ould never moij«-wh« 

* appear as Profecutors before their Lordfhips,'^/ ^<*^^» 

* till they had given them Satisfeaion, that'L^J^]^^ 

* Lords impeached of the fame Crimes (hould'Sf Lord 

* not fit as Judges on each other's Trials for thofe Somtrt. 

* Crimes, '^dly, Because the Commons had yet 

* received no Reparation for the great Indignity 

* offered them at the Free Conference by the Lord 
' Haverfiam. 

* The Lords however proceeded to the Trial The L«nk 

* of the Lord Vomers, the 1 7th Inftant, in Wefl- however 

* minfter-Hall \ that is, they caufed the ArtidesP^;"^^^ 

* againft him, and his Anfwer, to be read ; and**^^ 

* the Commons nqt having reply *d, and confe- 

* quently no Iffue being join'd, the Lords pro- 

* ceeded to put the following Qucftion, ^af 

* John Lord Somers be acquitted of the Articles of 

* Ifftpeacbment againft him exhibited by the Houfe 

* ef Comfn9as, gjtd ail Things therein contained i 
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and that the /aid Impeachment be difmii 
Which was refolved in the Affirmative, ir 
Abfence of the Commons. 

* On the 20th oijune^ the Lords fea 
Anfwer to the Commons Reafons for not 
pearing at the Trial of the impeachM Lo 
wherein their Lordfhips fay. That the] 
knowledged, that the Houfe of Commons 
a Right of impeaching ; but that the I 
have an undoubted Right of doing Juftice 
thefe Impeachments, by bringing them 
Trial, and condemning or acquitting the Ps 
in a rcafonable Time : That there never ii 
Committee of both 'Houfcs yielded to bj 
lx>rd8, in cafe of an Impea,chment for 
Crimes and Mifdemeahors ; and they fl 
make no Precedent on the Occafion : As 
to the Pretence the Commons made to < 
the Trials, on account of fome Expreffions 
fell from die Lord Ha'verjhamj their Lord 
anfwer, they had omitted nothing which n 
give the Commons all reafonable Satisfadic 
that Matter; and obferved farther. That 
Bufinefs had no Relation to the Trial oi 
impeached Lords, therefore they could 
imagine why the Commons fhould maki 
tisfadion and Reparation againft the Lord 
'verjham a. neceilary Condition for goin{ 
with the Trials. 

* The Conunons, on the contrary, came 
Refolution, the fame 20th of Juney Tha 
Lords had refufed . J uftice to the Comi 
upon the Lnpeachment againft the Lord $a 
by denying a Committee of both Houfes t< 
tie the Preliminaries, and afterwards pnx 
ing to a pretended Trial of the faid Lord, vi 
would tend only to prote^ him from Juftio 
Colour of an illegal acquittal, againft which 
ceedings the Commons did folemnly proteft, i 
ing repugnant to the Rules of Juftice, and t 
for€ null and void : That the Houfe of L 



AJIr. ]^ R I O R's Negotiations. 151 

by the pretended Trial of 'John Lord Somurs, 
had endeavoured to overturn the Right of Im- 
peachinents, lodgM in the Houfe of Commons 
by the ancient Conftitution of this Kingdom^ 
for the Safety and Prote6Uon of the Commons 
againft the Power of great Men, and had made 
an Invafion on the Liberties of the SubjeA, by 
laying a Foundation of Impunitv for the greats- 
eft Menders : That all the ill Confeqaences 
which might attend the Delay of the Supplies, 
given by the Commons for preferving the pub- 
Bck Peace, and maintaining the Balance of 
Europe, by fupporting our Allies againft the 
Power of France, were to be imputed to thofe, 
who; to procure an Indemnity for their own 
enormous Crimes, had ufed their utmoft'Endea- 
vours to hiake a Breach between the two 
Houfes. 

* In anfwcr to this Prbteft, the Lords fent the 
Commons a Meflage the fame Day ; acquaint- xhe LorJf 
ing them. That the Commons not appearing Anfwor f 
to maintain their Articles againft the Lord So- »'• 

mers, they had acquitted him of the Articles of 
Impeachment, and difmifs'd the fame ; and 
that they had appointed Monday next for the 
Trial of the Earl of Orford: That from the 
Commons ftill prefling for a Committee of both 
Houfes, their Lordfhips inferred, that ^hey never 
defigned the bringing any of their Impeach- 
ments to a Trial : And as to the Lord Hanjer- 
Jham, his Anfwer was before the Commons, 
and the Lords refolved to do Juftice in lAiat ^ 
Matter. 

* The Commons, on the other hand, offered* 
That no Member ihould prefume to appear at 
the pretended Trial of the Earl of Orford, om 
Pain of incurring the utmoft Difpleafure of the 
Houfe. 

H 4. ' 0% 
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* On Minday, the 23d of Jutre, the Lords rc^ 

2'Heir Re- « folvcd. That the Refolutions of the Cornxnons 

^ItttioM. « ^£ ji^g 2Qjj^ Inftant, contained moft unjuft JRc- 

' fledions on the Honour and Juftice of the Houfe 

* of Peers ; juad were contrived to cover their 

* afieded and unreafonable Delays in profecotirig 

* the impeached Lords ; and did manifeftly tend 
' to the Deftrudion of the Judicature of* the 
' Xiords ; to the rendering Trials and Impeach- 
^ ments impradicable for the future ; to the fub- 
' verting the Conftitution of the Enfii/h Govern- 
•* mcnt ; and therefore, whatever ill Confcquenr 
^ ces might arife from the {o long deferring the 

* Supplies of this Yearns Service, \^ey yffiie to ,be 
' attributed to the iatal CojanjQil of the putting 
' off the Meeting of a parliament fb lo^ apa 
' to the .upneceflary J^^da^s of .the Hpuie .of 

* Commons. 

The Earl of * Thfi fyffifi Day Ae I/Qrds pTQcefsded to tc- 
CrjfordsiC' * quit the jE^l of Orford, as the^ h^ doAf the 
^wtted. « Xiord Semrs ; and on the a^th of Jwu, the 

* l^ft I>zyf>£ the Se^pn, they m^e tl;^^ fqUow* 
^ ing Qn^dtr, «vi». 

Order of ** The Houfe pf Commons not ;haviqg pirc* 
the Lords, «« fented their Charge, whkh diey brought up 

foam, and ipeken by hmi, at a free Cpnference the 13th . 

the Lords ^ InHant, the (aid Charge is hereby diimi&d. 

Per/Wajid" The Earl of /'(7r//W bcing-imp^ached by the 

Malifuf. u HQufe q£ Commons, pf high Crimes and 
" Mifiiemeanors, the firft Day of J^il laft, the 
•* Impeachment is hereby difmifled, there 
** being 110 Articles exhibited agaij^ft him. The 
^* Houfe of Commons having impeached Charles 
•* Lord Halifax^ of high Crimes and Mifde* 
'' meanprs, on the i cth Day of ^dfor// laft; aiid 
<' on the 14th £)^y of this Inftant June exhibited 
^ Articles agaiaft him, to which he having an- 
** fwcred, and there beii^gno further Profecuti- 
^ «o die/eupoD^ the £ud Impeachment and Ar- 
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*• ticks are hereby difmiffcd.* At the fame Time 

* they difmiflfed an Impeachment, that had been 

* preferred againft the Duke of L^eds, by a for- 
, • mer Parliament.' 

^ Thefe were the famous Proceedings in King 
William's lad Parliament but oneiofwhica 
Mr. Prior was a Member, and roted for the Im- 
peachments. Tho' I had already been pretty 
exteniive on the Partition Treaty, I iwuld not 
omit this Relation, which contains that Part of 
its Confequences that moft peculiarly relates to 
our Subjedt I fhallnow entirely drop it, having 
ftrfl added my Author's Remarks on thefe Xmi 
peaehments. 

^ It feems to have been agreed, both by the,RemarIcrc 

* Lords and Commons on this Difpute, that the thefe Im- 

* Partition Treaty was of pernicious Co*fequence,P**<^**°^'*^ 
' and that the tranfading it in a private Manner, 

* without communicating it to the Council, was 
*' a high Mifdemeanor in thofe that advifed and 
^ traii&ded it : But whether the Commons fuf- 

* pe^d, that the Lords, who were generally in the. 

* Intereil of the old Miniftry, would not pa6 any 

* Cenfure on the impeached Lords, or ^r what 

* otherReafon, is uncertain, the Commons Teem to . 

* have been a little dilatory in their Proceedings, 

V and might deiign the Lords ihould have laia . 

* under an Impeachment, during the Receis. of 

* the Parliament There might poflibly ba 

* fomething of Party alfo in the Cafe : The im- 

* peached Lords were the Chiefs of the Whigs, 
' and had bug reigned at Court without Cpn* 
' troul ; and the Tories, who Succeeded them, 
' had a View, perhaps, of preventing their re-. 

* turning to their Pofts, as well as of bringing 
' .them to Juflice for negotiating the Partition 
' Treaty, and for the other Mifdemeanors men* 
' tioned iothe Articles. There are few Profe- 
I cations ftfthiiKind, ,but there is a great deal of 

H 5 * jrivaJt^ 
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' private Pique, Intereft, and Refentment, mixed 
* with Views of the public Good. 
The King in The King of Great Britain^ at the breaking. 
K»//<ff^. ^p Qf t]^e Parliament, fet out for Holland^ to con- 
CriAi!' ** *^«r with the States on the prefent Pofture of Af- 
fairs. He arrived at the Hague on the 3d of 
.July 1 70 1, and was joyfully received. Soon after 
the French Ambaffador there fignified his being 
re-called; the Germans^ under Printe Eugene^ 
penetrated into the Milanefe ; a War broke out in 
the North between King Charles the Xllth of 
Stjueden, and the Confederates againfl him; in 
fhort, a Flame feemed to be kindling throughout 
^ all Chriftendom. The Death of Ring James 

jAMXjdiis.at St. GenHainsy in the midft of this Confufioh," 
cfFedually blow'd it up, and left no Poffibility of 
an Accommodation. 
* p ^ * The French King, forefeeing a War unavoid-, 
iwiderpro- * able,unlefs he would relinquifh Part of the Spa-^ 
claimed. ' nijh Dominions, had promifed King J a me s, on. 

* his Death-bed, that he would acknowledge hit. 

* Son (the Pretender) King of England^ immedi- 

* ately after his Deceafe, and was as good as hit 

* Word, proclaiming him King of England, Scot- 

* land, and Ireland', whereupon the Earl of 
ThtEngliJh' Manchefter, the Englijh AmbaiTador at Paris, 
Ambaffador < was ordered to return home without taking 
^tPsrhTf* leave, and Monfieur F(?«^«, the French Refi- 
•omshpmc. < ^^j^^ Jq England, to depart the Kingdom: Im- 

* mediately after which, the City of London, and^ 

* moft of the Counties of England, tranfmitted 
aTeff^^ro- * AddreflestohisMajefty in Holland; declaring 
juifmg to * their Senfe of the Indignity offered him, and 
Aand by the < promifmg to fupport his Government againft^ 
JUigdom. 4 the Pretender, and all his Enemies: And, ia' 

* the mean Time, his Majcfty concluded Affi- 

* ances with feveral foreign Princes againift^ 

* France 5 but that of the greateft Confcqueritc^ 

* was with the Emperor atid Holland, ufuaHy 
*. fHIed the Grand Jlliance^y/bichyfzs of the fin- 

* to>rii>g Tenor, («vfe.) *«^ • 
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I. " That there fliaU be a ilria AUiafltc be-Thei^tic 
•* tween the Emperor, the King of Englattd, and ^j,^g^^* 
** the Statps General. 

II. " That, for fettling the Peace and Tran- 
** quillity of Europe^ which is their chief Aim, 
** they have thought nothing could more conduce 
** thereunto, than to procure Satisfaction to the 
** Emperor for his Preteniions upon Spain, and 
" Security to England and Holland^ for their 
*^ Dominions and Commerce. 

III. " That they (hall employ their good 0£- 
*' fices for two Months together after the Ratifi- 
** cation, in order to obtain that End in an ami- 
« cable Way. 

IV. " That, if they cannot fucceed thercin^^ 
** they fliall affilt each other with all their 
« Forces. 

V. " That they fliall endeavour to conquer 
" the Spanifi Netherlands, that they may ferve 
'* as a Barrier for the fecuring the States- Gene- 
** ral ; to conquer the Dutd&y of Milan as a* 
" Fief of the Empire i the Kingdom of Naplm 
" and Sicily^ and the Iflands and Places on Ul^ 
" Coafts of Tufcany, which may be advantage- 
*' ous to the Navigation and Trade of the Eng^ 
*' lififHTidi Dutch. ^ 

VI. " That, for the greater Security of the 
•* Navigation of the Englijh and Dutch, it Ihall 
** be lawful for them to attack and pofTefs the 
*' Countries and Towns belonging to Spain in the 
'< Indiei ; and that they (hall keep for themjfelves 
2 the Countriei isA Town* conquered by them. 

VII. ** That 
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VR. ^* That, if ^cy afe aeceffitated to eottr 
•^'tntoaWar, ^h^ flidl fincerfljr communicate 
^ onto each other every Thing fdatkig to :lheir 
^ Int^fts, 

VIII; ^' That none of the Parties ihi|ll m^e 
^ .Peaee withotttthe iConient of the other, nor 
^* bdbre they hav€ obtained a convenient Satif* 
^ ia&ion for the Emperor, and a Security for the 
^ Dominions and Trade of the Ei^lUb and 
^ Dutchf and procured that the Crowns tiS France 
^< ^d Spain be never re*united under the fame 
^ Prince ; and in particular ; that the French ht 
** never Mafters of the Jmiies fubmitted to Sfain, 
** t>r^t they be permitted to trade into that 
** Country, diredtiy or indiredly; nor before 
** they have obtained for the Engl^b and Dutch 
^ thole Rights, Privileges and Franchifes, for 
^* their Trade in Spain and the MedHerr^neam^ 
" which they enjoy 'd under Charles II> by -Ver- 
•' tue of Treaties, CuEom, or any other Title 
^ whatfoever. 

IX. •* They ihall agree, at the fame Time, 
** that the Peace ihaU ht treated of on the Means 
^ for fecuting the Commerce of both Nations 
^ and the Banien 

X. ^^ They fhall agree about the Differences 
** that may relate to the Exercife of Religion is 
y the Countries they hope to conquer. 

XI. ** If the moH Chriftian King attacks an 
^ of them, byreafonof this Treaty, they fks 
« affift each oth^rwith dl their Forces. 

XII. «« Thedefenfive AUiance fhall fiibfift I 
'* tween the &id Parties after the Cohdufioo 
^ the Peace for the CuaraAKe of the Treaty. 
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3CriI. '' All Prince And Sin^, iht fbaXLhe 
^ willtf^ to ooat^ intp diis AUiftnce, (hall be 
<' admit^; and th^ Stftt^ of !thie Empire QM 
«' bepamcubrlyuivittd tp come into t^ (^e* 
^* as being concerned in ihe Ae^very of the m* 
^* perial Fiefs. 

XIY. " ThfeTrBftt)r,which(iwtei*donlhe 
'< 7th qf Septemher lail, i&^ be mUned witUn 
•• fevea Weeks after,'* 

^ King William being detaimai in Wnlbmd^ p« ^«''- 
« partly by his iUSmte of Health, and^Wftly » tL^?S 
< concerting Meafures with the StaHes te atta^ * 

* the l(r/yrl JFjrontierHhe next Campaign, did not 

* amve in ^xrg^Auu/till the 5th of Novmifr ; and* 

V cm the nth of the &me Month, he iffqed.aHediabhFet 

* Prodanuuion for diflblving the Parliament, afld*^*^»^- 

* callii^ another to meet on the ^otb of Deem- "nfin^^h^ 
' isr: The Reafon given for whiidi was. That 

* his Majefly might hkre the prefent Senfe of the 

* Nation in this extraordinary Conjun^iire i but» . •• 
^ probably, the greateft Inducement might be ^ 

« preventa Revival of the Difierence$betw^n.the 

* two Houfes of Parliament, whereby the Sop* 

* plies neceflaiy for the ap^aiQaching W^r 'might 

* J^ve been delayed. 

* The City of Lmultm, and fome other PIacea# LimdoB ^f§$ 

* thought £t to give their ReprefentatiTe« In- ^^^^^ **««^ 
« ftrudions for their fouduft in ihe enfun^Set^"*"^ 

* iion ; importing, that they ihould vigorottfly 
' afiift his Majefty in maintaining his Tii^to the 

* Crown, to make good his Alliances, i^kdwdnce 
' the Power of Framei iecommendmg. ahov^ 
^ all Things, a Union between the two Houfa.* 

The Parliamfflit elefted Uphirf Marltif^ JiqaKingiT^ 
who^d pfofided in the laft JHoufe of Q>snim»ttu^''"'** ^ 
t^bctbeirSf^difr* t ftall not iafertiitt Mi»^^^^^«^ 
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fty's Speech at his coining to the Houfe, which 
being his laft, is in abuncknce of Hands. Both 
Lotos and Commons^ in their AddrefTes, returned 
him Thanks for it j cxprefled their Refolutions td 
maintain and fupport his Title, and to enable 
him to make good all his Alliances, for the Pre- 
fervation of the Liberties of Europe^ and reducing 
the exorbitant Power oi France: And the Com- 
mons, in order to raife a prefent Sum of Money 
for his warlike Preparations, refolved. That 
whoever ihould advance the Sum of 6oojOOO /; 
for the Service of the' Fleet, and 50,000/. for 
the prefent SubMence of the Land-Forces, ihoidd 
be repaid with Intereft, at 6 per Cent^ out of the 
firft Aids. In. the mean Time, all poffible Expe- 
dition was ufed for equipping out a Fleet ; and a 
Proclamation ifTued to encourage] Seamen to 
enter on board the Royal Navy; the Com- 
mons having voted. That 40,000 Men fhould ber 
raifed for the Sea-Service, and vthe fame Number 
for the Land-Service, to adl in Conjundlion with 
the Allies. 
His Death. But his Maje%*8 Death which happened oil 
the 8th oi March 170)-, obliges us to refer our 
Readers to the Hiibry of the fucceeding Reigxv 
for the EfFe6ts of this great Armament. There 
they will fee the Earl oi Marlborough advanced to 
be Captain- General, upon the Recommendatioir 
of the late King; a War proclaimed and carried 
on with a Sd^ies of Succefs, that has hardly beetf 
parallell'd 5 Parliaments, and even Sovereigns; 
conipiring in raifmg Monuments to the Honour 
of our- Hero; and Poets, among whom Mr. 
Prior was not the leaft confiderable, iacrifxcing 
to his Glory thofe immoital Oblations, which the* 
Mufes have in Store for the «firft of Men. It 19 
only with a View to the Poems he wrote on thefe 
Occafions, and the Negotiations in which he Was 
afterwards concerned, that I (hall take notice of 
whatpaff^infQSieaf the Campaigns; War be* 

ing 
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kig no more the proper Subjcft of this Work, 
than it was the Bufmeis of Mr.. Prior's Life.^ 
We find in this Reign, as in the former, that 
while Bellona raged in the Field, he continually 
put himfelf under the Proteftion.of PaHas and^ 
the harmonious Sifters, and was contented with 
only appearing now and then as a Poet : But when 
Peace held forth her Olire-Branch, and the jar- 
ring Nations were inclined to receive her 5 he 
was again employed in the moft important Affairs, 
tiie carrying of bis So'vereign's Warrants, 

His Letter to Monjieur Boileau Defjpreaux, oc- Mr. Pb r- 
tafionedhy the Vi^ory at Blenheim 1 704, and hisoa'sPoliti- 
Ode humbly infcrihed to the ^een on the gtorious^"^^^^^ 
Succefsof her Majeftys Arms 1 706, nuritten ^'«^^3 
Imitation of Spenfer'/ ^tyle^ are both of them Rcigm 
exquiiitely fine, though in very different Taftes/ 
The former is a Compofition of a very peculiar' 
Sort, comprifing the various Beauties of a famili- 
ar Epiflle, a genteel Satire, and an epic Poem. In 
the latter, as his Prefece informs us, he has copied 
the Warmth of an Horatian Ode in the Style 
and Numbers of our Countryman Spenjer ; hav- 
ing only added one Verfe to his Stanza, which 
he thought made the Number more harmonious. 
At the End of this Preface, after having drawn 
the Characters of his * two great Examples', he' 
declares, (as moft good Poets have done at fome 
Time or other of their Lives, and kept their' 
Words in the fame Manner,) * That it is long* 

* fince he has (or at leaft ought to have) quitted' 

* Pamaffusy and all the flowery Roads on that* 

* fide the Coixntry ; though he thought ^imfeir 

* indiQ>enfably obliged, upon the prefent Occafi- ' 

* on, to take a little Journey into thofe Parts.' 

The Vidory at Blenheim^ which makes the 
Sttb}e£l of the firft of thefe Poems, is one of tKe 
moft remarkable in Hiftory : And there cannot 
be a ihoTter, or better Account of it given, than 
k the Wonb of the GcReral who von itw He 
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writei thus to Mr. Secretaiy Air^f on the i4jdi 
of w4i^ 1 704, the Day after the Battk. 

8 IK, 
' T GAVE you an Account on Sunday of the 

* JL Sitaatton we were then in, and that we eac* 
Let- * peded to hear the Enemy would pais the DamA§ 

^ * at LawfHgiM^ in order to attack Prmoe St^eitf. 
/«. ' ^^ Eleven that Night we had an Expreft from 

* him that the Enemy was come. over, and defi* 
' ring he might be re-inforced as ibon as pofli- 
' .Ue. Whereupon I ordered niy Brother dmr^k- 
' 411 to advance at one o'Qock in the Moming 
' wiith Jiis twenty Battalions, and by Three ^ 

* whole Anny was in Motion. For the greater 

* Expedition, I ordered part of the Troops tjo 
' :pa£ over the Danube^ and to follow the March 
' of the twenty Battalions ; and with moft of the 
^ Horfe and Foot of the £rft Line, I pafied the 
' Lech at Rahf and came over the Damtbi at 
' Dcnawert; (o that we all joinM the Prince that 
' Night, intending to advance and take this 

* Camp of HacJifiet : In order whereto, we went 
' out on Tuefifay, early in the Morning, with forty 
' Squadrons, to view the Ground ; but found the 

* Enemy had already pofiefied themfelves of it : 
' Whereupon we refolved to attack them ; and 

* accordingly .we marched between Three and 

* Four Yeilerday Morning from the Camp at 
' Munfitr^ leaving all our Tents (landing. A* 
' bout Six we came in View of the Enemy, who, 
' we found, did not exped fo early a Vifxt : The 
' Cannon began to play about half an Hour after 

* eight. They formed themfelves into two Bo- 
' dies; die Elector, with Monfieur Mar/m, mi 

* their Troops, on our Right ; and Monfieur di 

* T^Uard, with all his, on our J>ft ; which Ut 
' fell to my Share: They had two little Rivuistt 
' befides a Mora&, before them) which we wti 
' -obliged to pail over iortheir View < and JPriiw 

/ciEywiy wa$foj:ced toukea great compafitocon 
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* totke-Enemy ; fo that it wzsonfi o'C]ockl)elbr€ 
' the Battle began. It lalled with great Vigoar 
' till Sun-fet, when the Enemy was obliged to 

* retire; and,. by the Bleifing of God, we obiiainr. 

* cd a complete Vidory. We have cut otf great 

* Numbers of them, as well in the AdUon, as ia 
' die Retreat, befides upwards of thirty Squar 
' drons of the French^ which I pufhed into the 
' Danube J where he faw the greatefl part of them 

* pf riih ; Moniieur de Tallardy with feveral of 
' his General Officers, being taken Priibners at 

* the ianoLe Time : And, in m V illajge of Blen^ 

* beim^ which the Enamy had entrenched and 

* fiirrti^, and where they made the grieateft 

* QijppQfitiQA, loblig'd twentyrfix entire iBa^^alir 

* ^ns, and twdve Squadrons of I>ragQons, to 

* .ijiirrenfi^r themfeives Prifi};Qers at Pifcretioik 
' We took likewise all their Tients iUoding^ with 
^ ^ejr Qannon and Ammonitign^ as ^fo a grea< 
' JKpfpb^r. of Standards, l$^ettle-Drums» and Coir 

* Iqrts, in the Adion ; fo that I reckon the ;grcatr 

* eft part of Monfieiir Tallard's Army is tak«n or 

* defboyed. The Bravery of all our Troops ob 

* this Occaiion cannot be expreiTed ; the dene- 

* rals, as well as the Officers and .Soldiers, be- 
^ having themfelves with the greateft Courage 

and Refolution. The .H.orfe and Dragoons 

were obliged to charge four or hyt feveral 

Times. The Ele^or, and Moniieur de Marfin^ 

were fo advantageoufly pofted, that Prince Ew 

^e could make no In^reffion on them till the 

•Jiird Attack at near Seven at Night, when he 

oade a great Slaughter of them ; but, being 

efir a Wood-iide, a good Body of Bavarians 

tired into it, and the reft of the Army re* 

nited towards Lawinzeni it being too late, 

d the Troops too much tired, to purfue them 

I cannot fay too much in Praife of that 

nce*s good Condud andihe Braveiy of hid 

)ops, upon this Occaiion. You will pleafe 

ly this before her Majefty and hi% ko>f^ 
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• Highnefsy to whom I fend my Lord Tunhridge 

• with the good News. I pray yoa wiU like- 

• wife inform yourfelf, and let me know her Ma- 

• jefty's Pleafure, as well relating to Moniieur 
•' de Tallardy and the other General Officers, as 
^ the Difpofal of near twelve hundred other Of- 

• ficerSy and between eight and nine thoufand 

• common Soldiers ; who being all made Prifoners 

• by her Majefty's Troops, are entirely at her 

• Difpofal. But, as the Charge of fubfiftingthcfc 
"* Officers and Men muft be very great, I prefume 
^ her Majefty will be inclined that they be ex- 
f changed for any other Prifoners that offer. 

' I fliould likewife be glad to receive her Nfe- 

• jetty's Dire^ions for the Difpofal of the Stin- 

• dax^ and Colours, w'hereof I have not yet the 

• Number ; but guefs there cannot be lefe than 
^ an hundred, which is more than has been taken 

• in any Battle thefe many Years. You wid 

• ealily believe, that, in fo long and vigorous am 
' A^on, the Englifi, who had fo great a Share 

• in it, muft have (offered, as well in Officers, at 
I Men; but I have not the Particulars.* * 

J amt Sir, 

Tour moft obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

MARLBOROUG 



• In this Battle the Enemy's Lois was computed to ^ 
tween twenty and thirty thoufand Men, killed or taken 
Confederates alfo took upwards of loo Pieces of Cann' 
Mortars, IZ9 Colours, 17 x Standards, 17 Pair of 
Drums, 3600 Tents, 34 Coaches^ 300 laden M> 
Barrels, and 8 Casks of Silver. Of the Confedc^a^ 
were about 4500 Meo||cUled, and 7500 wounded. 
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The Confequences of this Viftory were the Mr. Pr i- 
cntire Reduaionof all Ba<varia to the Emperor's ^"^jJ^P'^J* 
Obedience, the taking of l/Zw, Landau^ Ttriers^ ° 
I'raerbachy and the Recovery of almoft all that 
had been loft to the French during their late Suc- 
cefles. 

. Mr. Boileauy in his eighth Epiftle^ which be- 
gins. 

Grand Roiy ajje de vainer e, ouje ceffe £ ecrire. 

Had informed his Sorereign of the great Diffi- 
culties he lay under to defcribe his numerous and 
wonderful Conquefts. Sometimes^ fays he, in the 
Ardour of my Tieai^ I endea«vour to meafure out tbt 
Zyllahhs qf an Ode ; at others, I boldly form the 
Plan of afublime jEneid. ^hus, continually flat- 
tered by a pleaflng Madnefs, I perceive my Genius 
daily to decreafe i and that my Verfes, without 
Spirit or Beauty , dijhonour my Pen, and do no Ho' 
now to Thee. He then humbly informs his Ma- 
jefty, that it would be but reafonable to give him 
Breath for one Year, at leaft, that his Mufe might 
recover her Vigour, and atone for the Opportu- 
nities (he had loft. 

With what an agreeable Sneer does Mr. Prior 
allude to this extravagant, though artful Stretch 
of Flattery, and perhaps to other PafTages of an 
equal Strain, in the Beginning of his Epiftle. 

Since hir'd for Life, thy fervile Mufe muft fing 
Succeftlve Conquefts, and a glorious King; 
Muft of a Man immortal vainly boaft. 
And bring him Laurels, whatfoe'er they coft : 
What Turn wilt thou employ, what Colours lay 
On the Event of that fuperior Day, 
In which one Englijh Subjedl's proip'rous Hand 
(So yove did will 5 fb Anna did command) 
Broke the proud Column of thy Mafter's Prai£b^ 
Which fixty Winters had confpir'd to raife ? 

"5^ Vita 
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Prom the loft Field a hundred Standards 
brought 
Muft be the Work of Chance, and FortDne*5 

Fault: 
Savaria^s Stars muft be accus'd, which ihone/j> 
That fatal Day the mighty work was done, ^ 
With Rays oblique upon the.GalIic Sun. j ' 

Some Damon envying Trance mifled the Fight : 
And Mars miftook, tho' Louis ordered right. 

But the Verfes that follow are an inimitable 
Piece pf Raillery on the Frenckman'^ £b|irtji 
Epiflle, in which he complains that the Xinjg 4i<i 
not coniider his Poet in his Campaigns, but un- 
kindly took Places in Fa^,^vhich. could not pot- 
fibly be taken in Rhym,e. 

Wken thy young Mufc invokTd the tmidbl 

Ni^e, 
To fey how Louis fixd. not pals the Rhini^ 
What Work h^d wc with VTagenittgheny Jtmhtim, 
Places that could not be reduced to Rhyijie I 
And tho' the Poet nia4e his laft Efforts, 
W^urts-T-wha could mention in Heroic— /5r»r// ^ 
But, tell me; haft thou Rcatbn to complain 
Of the rojugh Triijmph&of the laft Campaign ? 
The DansiSe refcu'd, and the Empire fav'd, 
Say, is the Majefty of Verfe retrieved ? 
And would it prejudice thy fofter Vein, 
To fing the Princes, Louis and Eugene f 
Is it too hard in happy Verfe to pkce 
The Fans aad Vanders of the ^ine and Maes f 
Her Warriors 4nna fends from ^weed and 

Thames^ • 

That France may fall by more harmonious Names* 
Can*ft thou not Hamilton or Lumfy bear ? 
Would Ingol4lby or Falmes offend thy Ear ? 
And is there not a Sound in Marlbro^s Name, ^ 
Which Thou and all thy Brethren oughtio/^ 

claim, r* 

Sacred to Verfe, and fure of cndlefs Fame ? j 

How- 
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However, though the Names of his Heroe* 
ar^ to&eful enough, Mr. Prior pleaiantly owns 
that there are lome Particulars in this Vidory 
which cannot be rendered {b harmonious. Who 
does not perceive the Beauty of thefe feemingl;^ 
impolifh^a Lines ? 

f grant, old Friend, old Foe (or fuch We are 
Alternate, as the Chance of Peace and War) 
That we jpoetic Folks, who muftrelirain 
Our mealur*d Sayings in an equal Chain, 
jRaVe Troubles utterly unknown to thofe. 
Who let their Fancy loofe in rambling Profe. 

For Infbince now, how hard it is for Me 
To make my Matter and my Verfe agree : 
Jm dM great Day on Hochiiei's fata/ Plain 
f rench and Bavarians twenty tboufandjlain, kc. 

^\\ 

In this Manner he runs on, till ^^ has giveit 
IM what he calls a Commifarfs Lift in Verfe ; to 
tiie Poedy of which he brings an Objedion ^m 
l&is Antagoni^, and thus aofwers it. 

Why Faith, Defpreaux^ there's Senfe in what 

you fay : 
2 toldyon where my Difficulty lay : 
So vait, fo numerous, were great BUnheinCt 

Spoils, 
T'hey fcom the Boimdsof Verfe, and mock the 

Mufc's Toils. 
To make the rough Recital aptly chime. 
Or bring the Sum of QalluC% Lofsto Rhime, 
•'tis mi^ty hard. — ■> ■ ■ 

Yet inthe midft of thefe Pleaiantries, he ge- 
J[ieroufIy acknowledges the Merit of his Adverfa- 
^, and wiAies poetically for what he really pot 
iefled, a Genius equal to the Praifes of his Queen, 
^W. vi^iiott»- General. 



O Poet, had it been jipollo'% "Wui, 
That I had fhar'd a Portion of thy Skill ; 
Had this poor Breaft receiv'd the heav'nly 
Or could I hope my Vcrfe might reach 

Theam ; 

Yet, B9$Uauy yet the lab'ring Mufe fhould ftrive, 

Beneath the Shades of Marlbro*s Wreaths to live"^ 
Should call a^iring Gods to.blefsher Choice ;^' 
And to their Fav 'rite's Strain exalt her Voice, 
Arms and a Queen to fing ; who. Great and 

Good, 
From peaceful Thames to Danube's wondering' 

Flood 
Sent for the Terror of her high Commands, 
To (ave the Nations from invading Hands^ 
To prop fiiir Liberty's declining Caufe, 
And fix the jarring World with equal Laws. 

There, cannot be a better Inftance of his Abi- 
lities for the Undertaking he modefUy decline^ 
that in the noble Plan of an Heroic Poem whick 
he has annex'd to this Addrefs. It contains near 
an hundred Verfes, that are equally elegant and 
fublime. After which he concludes in the trae 
Spirit of an Englifiman. 

But we muft change the Style.— Juft now 

I faid, 
I ne'er was Mafter of the tuneful Trade : 
Or the fmall Genius which my Youth could boaft. 
In Profe and Bufinefs lies extin^l and loft. 
Blefs'd, if I may fome younger Mufe excite ; 
Point out the Game, and animate the Flight : 
That from Marfeilhs to Calais Fraua may i 

know. 
As we have Conqu'rors, we have Poets too ; 
And either Laurel does in Britain grow : 
That, tho' amongft ourfelves, with . too much 

Heat, 
.We fometines wrangle, when we Ihould debate ; 

(ACOA* 
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\A confequential III, which Freedom draws ; 
A bad EfFea, but from a noble Caufe) 
^c can with univerfal Zeal advance, 
^o curb the feithlefs Arrogance of France. 
Nor ever ihall Britannia's Sons refufe 
^o anfwer to thy Mailer, or thy Mufe ; 
Jvo|- ^ant juft Subjeft for victorious Strains, 1 
Jf^Wlc Marlbr6*s Arm eternal Laurel gains ; > 
-Axxd where old Spencer fung, a new £/(/2?reigns.-3 

5^^. Prior's other political Poem, on the Sue- 
^^?^^ of her Majefty's Arms in the Year 1 706, 
*^^igcs me to give a fhort Hiftory of that Cam- 
^Sn, as I did before of the Vidory of Blof 

* The Duke of Marlborough arrived at the The Cti 
^^gtte the 4th of -^r/7, O. S. and, having con- C^f^^^ 
^^rted the Operations of the Campaign with , J^g^ '" 
^Hc States, took the Field about a Fortnight 
^^cr- The French^ who made great Advanta- 
ges the laft War by early Campaigns, had this 
Spring formed a Deiign to furprize the Duke 
^^f Marlborough, before the Danes and P ruffians 
ixad join'd him ; and thereupon the Eledor of 
-^m^aria and Marlhal Filleroy pafs'd the DyU 
"^ie Beginning oi May, and advanced direftljr 
towards the Confederate Army : The Duke of 
-^ifar thorough, who was feldom furpriz'd for 
"^vant of Intelligence of the Enemies Motions, 
tseing apprized of their Defign, diipatch'd an 
^Exprefs to the Danijh Troops to join him 5 
3md they arriv'd within a League of his Camp 
the 22d of May, N. S. 
* The Enemies Army confifted of feventy-W 
Battalions and one hundred and thirty-two Squa- 
drons, and the Confederate Army, of fevent/ 
four Battalions and one hundred and twenty- 
* three Squadrons : They came to an Engage-* 
'^ mcnt the Day foUowmg j of which Cdlonel 
* idviards, Aid-de«Cdxnp to the Duke ofMarl\ 
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* hortfugh, brought the following Relation to her 
' Majefty. 

The Battle * On Saturday the nth Inftant, O. S. the con- 

ofRamillta ' federate Army decamped from Borthloen^ and 

^'^^^ * march'd to Groi Waremi the Jianijh Troopa 

^iLy **0, S. * ^^^'^^ '^P with our Rear, and eno^ped at a' 

' ' * fmall Diftance from us : Here we had Advice, 

' that the Enemy, who, being join'd by the Hbrftf 

' of the Marefchal de Marfin's Army, and dc- 

' pending on the Superiority of their Numbers, 

' were lately come out of their lines, and lojSt 

' made a Motion, extending their Right towttidl 

* Judoigne. 

'My Lord Duke and Monfieur Jt Awuerquir^ 
' quey relying upon the Goodnefs of their Troops, 
^ refolved to advance towards the ' Enemy ; and 

* accordingly on Sunday the 1 2th, about' Three 
' in the Morning, the Army marched in~ eight 
' Columns towards Rami Hies, a Villafge where 
f the Gheete takes its Source, that we mig^t 
^ avoid the Inconvenience of pafling that River. 
^ Being advanced near the faid Vilkge, we fbttnd 
' the Enemy getting into the Camp of Mount St. 
*" jindrS^ and placing their Right to the Me- 
*^ baign. 

' This River flows about half a League from 
'^ Ramiiliesy the Ground between them -being 
' open and level : The Gheete runs from RamiJ-- 
^ liee to Jutreglife, thro' a marfhy Ground ; and 

* beyond Autreglife the River grows wide, and 

* the Ground is unpaflable. 

^ The Enemy had potted a Brigade df Foot 
t next to the Mthaigtiy and filled the Space be- 
< 'tween that and ^«Mt/7//Vj, with upward!^ of one 
« hundred Squadrons, among which wefre the 
< Troops of the French King's Houfliold. At 
^ RamtUies they had above twenty Batblioiu ojF 

Poot,v wi^ a^out twelve Pieces of txtbte 

* Cannon : From tHaice to Jutngiiff thc^ SaA- 
' ibimcda Line of f'oot along <K^O)$i^/, imi 
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* a Line of Horfc at fome diftancc behind 
'f them. 

- * His Grace judging, by the Situation of the 
^ Ground, that the Strefs of the Adion would 

* be on our Left, ordered that, beiides the Num- 

* bcr of Horfe belonging to that Wing, the Danifi 

* Squadrons, being twenty in Number, fhould 

* alio be pofted there. It was about Two in the 

* Afternoon before our Army could be formed in 
'* Order of Battle ; and then we began the At- 

* tack on our Left with four Battalions, which 

* pufhed the Brigade of Foot above-mentioned 
^ f5pom their Poft on the Mehaign. Monlieur 

* d* Jwverquerque about the fame Time charged 

* with the Horfc of that^ Wing. The Succefi 

* wat doubtful about half an Hour ; which the 

* Duke of Marlhorougb perceiving, ordered the 

* reft of the Horfe of the Right Wing (except 

* the Engliflif, who were feventeen Squadrons) 

* to fupport thofe on the Left, 

c ^ Here, while his Grace was rallying fome^' 
* ' and giving his Orders for others to charge, he 

* was in very great Danger, being fmgled out by 

* feveral of the Refoluteft of the Enemy ; and, 

* falling from his Horfe at the fame Time, had 

* cither been killed or taken Prifoner, if fom« 

* of our Foot, that were near at hand, had not 

* come very fcafonably to his Grace's Affiftance, 

* and obliged the Eijemy to retire. After this, 

* mj Lord Duke had ftill a greater Efcapc ; « 

* C!innon-Ball having taken off Colonel Bing' 

* fiiWs Head as he was remounting his Grace, 

* The Village of Ramillies was attacked by t, 

* Detachmemt of twelve Battalions of Foot, com- 

* manded by Lieutenant General SchutZy which 

* entered at once with great Vigour and Refolu- 
.'• tion: His Grace haften'd our Line of Foot 

' thither, to fupport them; which, though it 
' * was at a great Diftance, yet came up foon 
'^ enough to beat the Enemy quite out oC tXvft 

* M'lmgt} Md a€ the ^jac Tmc diw^^^ ^\ 
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^ reft of their Foot that were pofted behind tht 

* Gheete, as is above-mentioned ; and my Lord 
/ Duke ordered the t,ngl\/b Horfe to fypport 
I them. 

' ^y this Time the Enemies Right Wing of 
^ Hoik being entirely defeated, the Horfe of 
« our Left fell upon the Foot of their Right ; of 

* whom they flew great Numbers, c^tting to 

* pieces about twenty of their Battalions, whofe 

* Colours thjey took, and likewife their Cannon. 

* The reft of the Enemies Foot were entirely 

* broken: The Horfe of their Left Wing fecm- 
. ^ ed to make a Stand, to gain Time for their 

* Foot to retire ; but were charged fp quick, 
' and with io much Bravery by the Aml^ 
^ Horfe, that they entirely abandonM Uieir 
^ Foot; and our Dragoons, pufliine into the 
^ Vjjla^e of AutngH/i, made a terrible Slau^« 

* V^t of thero. The French King's own Regi- 
^ ment of Foot, called the Regiment du Ray, b^- 

* ged for Quarter, and delivered up their Arms 
^ and Colours to this Lord John Baysh Dra- 

* ^oons, 

* We purfued the Enemy all Night, by the 

* Way of Judoigne, as &r as Meldn ; being 

* five Leagues from the Place where the ASadm 
I ha})pehed, ^nd two from Lowvain^ 



This Viaory, at the Opening of the Cam- 
Mofiu palgn, was attended with Aore numerous happy 
Confequences to the Allies, than any other da* 
ring the whole War. Louvain, whither the 
Eleftor of Ba^varia and Marefchal VilUrcy re* 
tired after the Battle, was abandoned to the Al-'. 
lies the next Morning. And three I^ays after 
the Magiftrates of Bruffeht their next Place of 
Retreat, fent their Submi^on to his Gra^e. Id 
Ihort, die vi^riot^ Army took Pofle^on OK 
ChenU Qudenfirfty Bruga Antmoerp, and CoMtrMf^ 
without Oppofition : And the States both of Brih 

^ ftod Fkfi^i a^kuQYflcdg^ As Arch-dnkfi 
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hy the Title of Charles lU. King of Spain, 
,Oftendy Menin^ Dendermond^ and Aeth^ were all 
invefted and taken the fame Summer. 

It was no Wonder that fuch an uncommon m,. p,y* 
' Series of Conqueft (hould ftageer the Refolution or*8 Ode 
iJMr. Prior had taken, and oblige him to reiume on the Oc- 
Jus neglefted Ljrre. And how admirably he has*^^®^ 
transfufed into his Ode tlie impetuous Heat of 

Jior€i€iy and all the Graces of Spencer*s Didion, 

muft be obvious to every judicious Reader, I 
Tbcflievewe jnav afcribe it to this Piece, that wc 
'Ikave i^ice had fo many Imitations of our ancient 
'3Poet3: For I do not remember that any of our 

Modems wrote in this Way before Mr. Prior, 
'nor that he has done it in any Thing anterior to 
'the Ode we are now upon. Obferve with what 
^Dignity he leads forth nis Hero to the Field, i% 

the fifth and fixth Stanza, after having propofed 

the Subjed^f his Poem^ and addrefled it to htr 

Majefty. . 

As the flrong Eagle in the fUent Wood» 
Mindlefs of Warlike Rage, and hoflile Care, 
Plays round the rocky Cliff, or cryftal Flood ; 
'Till by Joke's high Behefts callM out to War, . 
And charg'd with Thunder of his angry King, 
His Bofom with the vengeful MefTage glows : 
Upward the noble Bird direds his Wing ; 
And towVing round his Mailer's Earth-born 

Foes, 
Swift he coUedls his fetal Stock of Ire ; 
'1 Lifts his fierce Talon high, and dares the fork^ 
Fire. 

Sedate and calm thus Viftor Marlbro" fate, 
, Shaded with Laurels, in his Native Land ; 
; *Till Annm calls Him from his foft Retreat, 
; And gires her Second Thunder to his Hand. 



);> The HISTORY •/ 

Then leaving fweet Rcpofe, and gcndc Eafe,' 
With ardent Speed he fecks the diftant Foe : 
Marching o't r Hills and Valesfy (/er Rocks and 

Seas^ 
fie meditates^ and ftrikes the wond*rous Blow. 
Our Thought flies flower thaa our Cener«l*< 

Fame : 
Orai^ he the Bolt ? (w^ ask) when he has horPd 

the Flamte^ 

But whes he comes to bring on the Foe to thr 
Charge ; to (hew us Marlborough and jLt^utrquep* 
que at the Head of their Troops^ fufhuning the 
Shock; to difplay the Paffions of the Mi^U^ 
Soldiers at their GeneraPs Fa]l^ and the fierce 
^Exultation of die Ele£br of Bantaria o&* the 
£une Occaiion s when he defcribes Conqu^. za % 
conibmt Inhabitant in Marliorough*s Camp, ani 
jets before us the Flight and Purfuit ; in what 
udmirable Colours does he paint eveiy Circum** 
itance! 

And now fierce GaUia rufhes on her Foes, 
Her Force augmented hj the Boy au Bands: 
So Fo^a^s Stream, increased by Mountain Snows, 
Rolls iffith new Fnrv down thro* &ifid*8 Lands* 
Xike two great Rocks a«unft the raging Tide 
(If Virtue's Force with Nature's we compare) 
Unmov'd the two united Chiefs abide, 
^ufhun the Impulfe, and receive the War. 
Aoond their £nn Sides in vain the Tempeft 

beats^ 
And ftill the foammg Wave with leffenM Pow*r 
retreats. 

The Rage diipers'd, the glorious Pair advamce^ * 
With mingled Anger, and coUeded M^ht, 
To turn the War, and tcU aggreffing Frmce^ 
How Britain^ Sons, and Britain'% Friend w^ 
fight* 
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On Conqueft fix*d, and covetous of Fame^ 
Behold them rufhing thro' the Gallic Hoft. 
Thro' ftanding Corn fo runs the fudden Flanif/ 
Or eaftem Wmds along 5/V///VsCoaft. 
They deal their Terrors to the adverfe Nation i 
Pale Death attends their Arms^ and ghaftly Dc*^ 
folation^ 

' But while with fierceft Ire dellona ^or^s^ 
And Europe rather hopes than fears her Fate j 
While Britain prefles her afftidled Foes ; 
What Horror damps the Strong, and quells the 
' Great ? 

Whence look the Soldiers Cheeks difmay'^d and^ 

pale ? 
Erfl. erer dreadful, know they now to dread f 
The hoftlle Troops, I ween, almoft pttvail i 
And the Purfuers only not recede. 
Alas f their lelTen^d Rage proclaims their Grief f 
For anxious, lo ! they crotul around their Ming; 

Chief. 

I thank thee, Patc^ exdainis the fierce Savat t 
liCt Bcya^^ Trumpet grateful j&*s found :' 
jfawhim fall, their Thunderbolt of War:—* 
Ever to Vengeance facred be the Ground- 
Vain Wifh ! fhort Joy? the Hero mounts agaia 
In greater Glory, and with fuller Light* 
The Evening Star fo falls into the Main, 
To rife at Mom more prevalently bright. 
He rifcs fafe : But near, too near his Side, 
A good Man^s grievous Lofs^ a faithful Servai^ 
dy'd. 

' PfDpitious Mars ! the Battle is regain'd : 
; The Foe with leffen'd Wrath difputes the Fields 
The Britdn fights, by fav'ring Gods iuftain'd : 
Freedom mufl live; and lawlefs Power muft 
yield. 
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Vain now the Tales which fab'ling Poets tell. 
That wav'ring Conqueft ftill defires to rove \ 
In Marlhro'i Camp the Goddefs knows to dwell :. 
Long as *he Hero's Life remains her Love. 
Again France flies: Again the Duke purfues 
^d on Ramillia'% Plains he Blenheim'^ Famt|^ 
renews. 

His Pi£lure of the Bavarian Prince in ano^ 
ther Place, and Expoflulation with him on his 
prclent Misfortunes is altogether fublime. The 
Speech he puts into the Mouth of the Royal 
Treaty Breaker, as he calls the French King, upon 
jeceiving the News of his Army's Defeat, where*' 
In he recapitulates the Honours of the Brit(^ 
Nation, and owns the Superiority of the Womam 
Chiefs is alfo finely wrought up. And the' 
Column he ere£^s at the End of his Poem, to the 
Honour of his Miftrefs and her Commanden, 
vrill out-laft the ftatelieft Monument of Brais or 
Marble. But thefe being too long to tranfcribe^ 
I muft refer the Reader to the Ode itfelf, and 
proceed with our Hiftory. 

The prodigious LofTes fuftained by the Frenci 
in this and the preceding Campaigns, obliged 
them, in the Winter, to make Overtures of Peace 
to the Duke of Marlborough, and the States-Ge- 
neral. On his Grace's Arrival at the Hague in 
Dicember, sl Letter from the Eledlor of Bavaria 
to him, and another to the Field-Deputies with 
their relpeftive Anfwers, were communicated 
to the MiniHers of the reft of the Allies- As 
thefe were the firft public Advances that were 
made towards that general Pacification, in which 
Mr. Prior was fome Years after concerned^ 
I ihall infert the Letter to the Duke, with his < 
Anfwer. The other Letter and Anfwer are of j 
the fame Tenour. 
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ti ^^-r^HE ilioft Chriftiati King, Sir, finding, The Ele^of 
•* X that fome Overtures of Peace, which o^^^''^"*** 
'* he hadcaufedto be made by P"vate Ways^'J^^^^^'^^^^ ^^ 
** had, inftead of producing the Effeft of niak-j^^^/^,^^^ 
^ ing known his Difpofitions for promoting a gc- propofing a 
•* neral Peace, been looked upon, by ill-defigninga Treaty of 
•' Perfons, as an Artifice to difunite tie Allies, P»^* 
•* and make an Advantage of the Mifunder- 
•* flanding that might be created among thcmj^ 
•* has fefolved to (hew the Sincerity of his In- 
•* tentions, by renouncing all fedret Negotiati-^ 
•' ons, and openly propofing Conferences, in 
** which Means may be found for re-eftablifh« 
•* ing the Tranquillity of Europe, 

** The moft Chriftian King is pleafed to com- 
^ mifiion me to inform you of this, and to de- 
^* fire you to acquaint th^ Queen of England 
'* with it. 

•* I give the like Notification on the part of th« 
•• moft Chriflian King to the States- General, by 
•* a Letter I have written to the Field-Deputies; 
** and he would do the like with regard to the 
'* odier Potentates that are at War with him, 
•* had they Minifters fo near at hand as yoif 
•* are to receive the like Intimation ; he hav- 
" ing no Defign to exclude any of the fard Po- 
" tentatcs from the Negotiation, that fhall bn 
•* begun in the Conferences he propofes-. 

** Farther, for the advancing a Good £o grcaC 
** and neccfllkry to Europe, which has too long 
. •* fuflFered the inevitable Calamities of War ; he 
! " confents, that a Place may forthwith be ch«- 
** fen between the two Armies, and after their 
** Separation between Mons and Brujfeh ; m 
** which, with you, Sir, ijvitb 'whom the Intereji^ 
** •/ England are fo fafely entrufied, the Depu- 
•• ties the States fhall pleafe to nominate, and 

* the Perfons whom the King of France fhall 
-• impower, they may open their Intentions ui> 

• on fo important an Afi&ir. 1 am cxttwcv&f 
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** pleafed. Sir, to have fuch an Occaiion t» 
•* make you this Overture ; being perfuaded, it 
** will leave no room for making a Doubt of 
'' the Sentiments of his moft Chriflian Maje- 
" fty J and, as it may be fo beneficial to all 
** Europe^ you will be glad to give an Accouni 
** of this to the Queen of England^ without 
•* Lofs of Time, and to whomfoever clfe you 
^ fhall think fit. I ihall exped your Anfwer, 
** Sir, to communicate it to the moft Chriftiaa 
^* King, and fhall be always ready. Sir, to dfi 
^ you Service. 

M»HS, Oiiohir%l, 1706, 

M. Emanvbl, Ekfior, 

ni Divi^^/* MARtB0R0VGH*8 Jmfwir* 

SIR, 
The ^>ulce ft XT A V I N G communicated to the Queens 
iLVb^An- *' •" ^y Miftrefs, what your Ekaoial High- 
iwcr. ** ^^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^^c Honour to write t9 me is 

" your Letter of the 21ft of laft Month, of the 
'* Intentions of the moft Ckriftian King to en« 
** deavour to re-eftabliih the Tranquillity o< 
•* Europe^ by Conference to be held for thai 
•' Purpofe between Deputies on both Sides; H« 
** Majefty has commanded me to anfwei: youi 
•* Eleaoral Highnefi, that it is a Pkafurc tc 
*^ her to be informed of the King^ Indinatioiu 
'* to agree to the making of a folid and laftin{ 
'* Peace with all the Allies. As this is th< 
'' fole End, that obliges her Majefty to conti- 
•* nue this War till now j fo ftie will be verj 
<* glad to conclude it, in concert with all he 
•' Allies, on Conditions that may fecure then 
** from all Apprehenfions of being forced tt 
** take up Arms again, after a fhort Interval 
" as happened laft Time. Her Majefty is aUi 
^ nailing I ihould declare^ that fl« is ready « 



Mt. P R I O R'> Negottaihnt. 177 

^ enter jointly, with all the High Allies, into 
*^ juft and ncccflary Mcafures for fettling fuch a 
«» Peace ; her Majefty being determined, not 
<« to enter upon any Negotiation without tlw 
*•» Participation of her faid Allies ; but the Way 
'* of Conferences, that is propofed, without 
«f more particular Declarations on the Part of 
^* \i\i moft Chriftian Majefty, does not feem pro- 
^ per to her for attaining a truly iolid and laft- 
« ing Peace. Their Loidfhips the States-Gc- 
•«* nemls are of the fame Opinion ; therefore 
•* your Eleftoral Highnefs will rightfy judge, 
•• that it is neceflary to think of other more 
- ^ folid Means to attain fo great an End ; tar 
«* which her Majefty will contribute with all 
** the Sincerity, that can be ihewed; having 
••^ nothing fo much at Heart as the Relief of 
•♦ her Subjedls, and the Tranquillity of Europe. 
** Your Eleftoral Highnefs will always do me 
** the Juftice to be perfuaded of the Refpedly 
•* with which I have the Honour to be, isfc. 

Hagugy Nov, zo, I7»6. 

The War at this Time carrying on, was no 
doubt a juft one on the part of the Allies : But 
it feems unaccountable that they ftiould not 
hearken to Propofals of Peace, when made open- 
ly by the common Enemy. As it will be very 
much my Buiinefs, in the remaining Part of 
this Work, to defend the Accomnu>dation that 
was afterwards agreed on, I ftiall, as I go on, 
give my Readers the Refle^ons that have been 
made on thfcfe Letters, and all the other Nego- 
tiations o£ Peace. that were not efFedlual. The 

-grand Charge againft the Queen's laft Miniftry, 
among whom we muft number Mr. Prior» 
was the making a diftionoorable Peace ; and the 

• Negotiations of this Treaty were the chief Sub- 
jc6k of Inquiry in the Secret Committee, before 

' whom w€ ihaU ice Mr. Priqi; ^;xdmxA^% '^'^^ 
- Is - ~ "^ 
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if we fhall make fit appear, that far from be- 
ing improper at that Time, a Peace was long 
before highly neceffary, and might have been 
^nade with the greateft Advantage to the Allies, 
it will comj^cte Mr. Prior's Vindication of 
the Meafures then taken, in his Anfwer to ^ht 
Report of the fecret Committee ^ which, {q far at 
he carried it, will be inferted in its proper Place 
at large, from a Manufcript correded by him- 
felf. 

I win only make one Remark before I pro- 
ceed; which is, that if Mr. Prior» or the 
Authors I quote in his Behalf, fhould not treat 
. the Duke of Marlborough'^ Condu& in what 
follows with all that Refpeft, 'and even Vement' 
tion that appears in the foregoing Poemfr, it 
ought to be attributed to the manifeft Alteration 
that was difcovered in his Grace's ConduA, 
and his feeming £ackwardne& to conclude the 
War, after he had, to all Appearance,: obtained 
the Ends for which it was undertaken. Mr; Prj- 
or's Attachment to any particular Man, could 
not make him forego his real Principles^ which, 
led him to purfue the Peace and Happinefs, 
rather than the Honour aad Reputation of hi» 
Country^ 

^.emarkson « Jt appears from the foregoing Letters •^^ 

iBg Otters' * '^^' '^^^® ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^' Negptiation car- 
^^ * * ried on between the Frencby the Deputies, and 

* his Grace, and Terms had been offered ; but 

* it was not thought convenient to accept of 

' them, or to publiih any thing more, relating : 

* to the Treaty, than thefe Letters :• But, at \ 

* this Overture for a Treaty is iaid to have 

,' been intended only to anuife and divide the , 
' Allies, furely we might have entered into • '^ 

* Treaty, whether we had liked their Tmn*^ ^ 
^ or not, if it had been only to amafe the Eof^ 

{ • ModiTA Hiftoiy^ ra, XXV, f. ^43rr 
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* in^, and prevent the Lofs of that Part of 
' Spain that had declared for King. Charlbv^ 

* tul we could have fent a Body of Troops (or 

* their ProtedUon : For our Miniftcrs were not 

* ignorant at that Time, That the French and 
' Spaniards were fuperior to the Allies in that 
' Kingdom : That the Confederate Army had 

* already been forced to abandon the Towns in 

* Caftile that had declared for King Char. lb 8» 

* and leave the miferable Natives to the Meroy 

* of the Enemy : That the remaining Provinces 
' of Arragon^ Catalonia^ and Valencia ^ which 

* the Allies yet podefTed, would alfo proba- 
' bly be compelled to ilibmit to King Phi lip 

* again the next Campaign, by the Superiorir^ 
' of Troops that Prince had already, as well 

* as by the great Re-inforcement« the French 

* King was fending to Spain^ now the War in 

* Italy was at an End ; for we took very little 

* Carey to re-inforce our Army either from 

* England or Jtafyy from whence twenty or thir- 

* ty thoufimd Men might have been fent this 

* Winter, and have eftablifhed King Charlb» 

* on that Throne, and thereby have put an End 

* to the War at once, if this had been our De- 

* fign. The Lord Peterborough was fo fenfiWc 

* of this Negleft, and of the great Preparation* 

* the French King was making to fix his Grand- 

* fon on the Throne of Spain, that he wrote the 
' moft moving Letters to the Court of England, 

* not to abandon that People and their own Troopo 

* to inevitable Deibru^lion ; and actually made x 
■ * Voyage to Italy, where the Confederates had 

* at this Time upwards of fixty thouiand Men 

* (and no Enemy that durfl appear in the Field) 

* in order to procure a Re-inforcement of TroopSj^ 
' and at the fame time begged of the Confedc- 
' raee Generals in Spain, to remain upon the 

* Defeniive, till a Body of Troops could be 
' fent over ; forefecing they could not refill the 

* United Forces of Fraitce a&$l Spain, if a Battle 
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♦ happened, before they received frcfli Supplies. 

• Bat the Allies neither took care to fend Forces 

* in time, to defend the Spaniards that had de- 
' dared for them; nor would enter into a 

• Treaty of Peace, whereby they might have 
' preferved the Provinces they pofiefTed in Spain^ 
^ till a Re-inforcement had been got ready : To 
' which ftupid or treacherous Conda£b we may 
' juftly afcribe the Lofs of that Kingdom ; foi 

* when this People had been fo exceeding •^or- 

* ward to declare for us, and found themfelvei 
' deferted and abandoned to the Rage of theii 

• incenfed Prince, they could never be prevaH- 
' ed on to rely on the Honour of the Allies a 
' fecond time. 

* But farther, it is evident from fome Letters 
' and Papers that the Allies publifhed themfelvea 
' this Winter, that they might then have had 

* a Peace that would have anfwered all the Ends 

* of the Grand Alliance, and even have obtain- 

* ed a great deal more than the Confederates 

• propofed lo themfclves at the Beginning of 
^ the War, if that would have contented them, 

The French « In a Letter, faid to be written by Monfieur 
afthat^was' ^^'''^'^^^''^^ Secretary to the French King, to 
demii^cdby ' ^^® Duke of Berwick, Captain- General of the 
the Allies at ' French Forces in Caftiky and faid to be inter- 
the Begin- < cepted by the Allies, are thcfe Expreffions : 
Mig of thc« The ill Succefs of our Armies in Flanders and 
* * Italy, hath obliged his Majefty to make Over- 

• tures tf Peace, not very agreeable to the Ho- 
' nour and Intereft of France, The fupport- 
^ ing Spain may be the ruin of France i to pre- 

• vent which, the King hath refolved to hearken 
' to the hard and unfofFeraUe Terms of Peace, 

* Whilil his Majefty's Minifters arc in Treaty, 
f it will be necei&ry to quit Spain % and that 

• your Excellency ufe all Artifices to ruin the 

* Country, that it be not in a Cooditioli fox 
\ many Years to think of an; Thing moit^^ thaa 
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to repair its own LoiTiM, and be incapable oi 
defending itfeif alone. 

* The (econd Letter, publiibed hy die Allies^ 
was that from the French King to the Pope; 
wherein that Monarch tells hia Holinefs, that 
the King of Spain, his Grandfon, had entrufl- 
ed him with Powers to transfer to the Arch- 
duke (King Charles III) Part of the Domi- 
nions which compofe «the Spanifi Monarchy : 
That the Catholick King had the Hearts of 
the true Sfaniardsy and contented himfelf to 
reign over them : He was willing to relinquifh 
the MiUnefe, Naples, Sicily, with the other 
Iflands in the Mediterranean belonging to Spainr 
to the Archduke; and that they fhould be 
for ever united to the Houfe of Ai^ria : That 
he was ready alfo to give the United Pro*vinces 
a Barrier : And thus the two Pretences of the 
War being removed, an End might be put to 
the Misfortunes Eurepe had io long groaned 
under. 

* But, as the Battle of Blenheim had given A Refolutl- 
the Allies Hopes of making an entire Conqueft onto crati. 
of the Spanijh Dominions; fo the yi^onts^yp,^]' 
of Ramillies and Turin had in^ired them with and Spain 
a Refolution of continuing the War till France, were lubdu- 
was conquered,as will abundantly be evident from ^ 
the Operations of the fucceeding Campaign : And 
thus, by grafping at too much, the Mies lofi: 
what they had already gained. 

The fucceeding Campaign, here referred to, was Campaiga 
indeed very unlike that we have laft defcribed. o^ *707« 
The Battle of Ahnanza was loft in Spain, to the 
Jtuin of King Chajcles's Affairs in that King- 
dom. The Emperor was unfuccelsful upon the 
BhiHe, and it was even with Difficulty that he 
defended his Hereditary Dominions, without 
fending any Forces into Flanders. In this ktter 
Place the Dukes of Marlborough and Fendofme, 

p^ofthei»at tli€H«ad of aabttiidi^^^'^- 
.^ - - %wA. 



II 



I 



iH fbfHlSTOKY $f 

&nd Men, fytnt dieir Time in looking 
one anotlier, without attempting to come 
Engagements An Enterprize was conce 
gainft T^uloMy tlie beft Harbour in Franc 
where iwoft of the Royal Navy is laid uj 
tho* the Duke of Savoy and Prince Eugei 
dudied it by Land, and had the Affiance 
Chudejlej Shovel with hk Fleet, the whole 
to nothing. 

From a Letter of the Earl of Peterhth, 

to the Portttguefe Ambaflador in KingCHA i 

Court, written before the fatal Battle of Ah 

and a Memorial prefented after it to her i 

nic Majefly by the Imperial and Spanijh 

Remartcs on fters, * it appears, That his Catholic M 

the Cam- and thc Germans about him, a3 well j 

paign of Earl oi Peterberoughy were againft fightin] 

^^^'^' frefh Saccours fhould arrive. It is alfo c 

that there was no Neceflity of fightin) 

they had Forces enough to defend the Fn 

of Valencia and Arragon^ and might hav< 

fupported and fupplied with Provifions fc 

Englijh Fleet, then in the Mediterranean 

the chief Command, as well as the Poft o 

nour, being yielded by the Earl of Gali 

the Porhiguefe j and the Earl concurring 

the Marquis das Minas in all his ProjeAs 

leAed entirely the Advice both of the Kin 

the Earl of Peterhrough ; who, not thioii 

for the Honour of the German or Britijh 

ons, to fubmit to the Dictates of the Port 

General^ unhappily left the Army in Vai 

before the Battle of Almanza : And it is 

reasonable to believe, that King Char lb i 

much the feme Inducement not to join the . 

near Madrid the Year before. He i:ne> 

Portvgmefi would not yield the Command tg 

even in Spaim\ which muft have rend^jbp 

contemptible ia the Eyes of the Spaniards 

fftJ 
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itoturally hsLve been of rery ill Cohfe<jucnce to his 
A£kirs. 

Nor <an the Conduft of our Gehei^b In othefr 
Places be defended in every Infknce. What can 
be faid for our lying idle fpedators in f landers^ 
when our Friends in Spain were reduced to the 
kA Extsenutyy and the Duke of Ba'voy and 
Prince Eugene marched into South France^ t6 
befiege Toulon. Surfely, if ever it was neceffary 
to give the Enemy fome Diverfion in FUmderiy 
this was the Timey in order -to pa-evfent their 
fending Re-inforcements to Sfatn or Provence. 
Can we imagine^ that the Duke of Marlborough^^ 
at the Head of the fineft Army that ever the 
Vorld law (one hundred thouiand Veteran 
Troops) who had beaten the Enemy the Year 
before, defboyed and taken twenty Thousand 
of their beft Troops, and taken Towns before 
their Faces without Number^ either wanted 
Courage or Stratagems this Campaign, to aliarm « 

and d&efs his^ baffled Enemy, who fled before 
liisar the lafl, and were not yet recovered ftom 
their Panic ? No, this cannot be fuppofed ; and 
1 wifh his Friends would flimifh us with a better 
Reafon for this indolent Conduct, than that he 
^d not heartily defire to fee a fpeedy End pat 
to the War. The Prefumptions are ftrong a- 
gainft him. Had he a6ted with the fame Vi- 
gour he had done hitherto, and the Duke •f 
Sovvjf entered Provence at the fame time witii 
fizty tnouiand Men, inftead of forty (as he might 
have done, if that Detachment had not bMi 
made to Naples) the French King would proba- 
bly hure been brought upon his Knees^ and 
yeadily have yielded up Spain and the Weji' 
bdksr wwell as the reh of the Sfani^ Terri- 
toriiiy ootwithilanding his Vi^ry at jilmmnsa^ 
The Gtrman General's fending fifteen thoufand 
Me^therefbre to Naples j andtl^ Duke'» InaCom 
ift nkmUn, couki, according to fbme, proceed 
ipom mlhmg tifc, bat an Appx«li«t£Qik.i^x^^ 
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War would have been brought to too fpeedjr x 
Conclufion. Thefe great A^sn,, it muft be ac- 
knewledged, made a much greater Figure in War,< 
than they could exped to make in Time of 
Peace ; courted univerfally at home and abroad,, 
and golden Showers perpetually defcending apoa 
them: Temptations too great £3r mortal Men to 
refift. 

We were blefs^d with Succefs, 'tis p\iey dur- 
ing this Adminiflration ; but furely i^er was 
iich an ill Uie made of Vi^ries. Could it 
be fuppofed, when we had been every where 
vidlorious, when fo confiderable a Kingdom as 
Sfaif9 had juA declared fov King Charles our 
good Ally, it ihould haire been abandoned by 
us to the Rag^ of King Philip ? Were not the 
Allies bound, in Honour as well as Intereft, to 
have fecured and protected Spaift^ before they 
had ventured upon that doubtful Enterprise a- 
^ gainil TottUnP They would afterwards have 

been in a better Condition to have invaded 
Frtmci ; and Naples^, every body agrees, would 
have f^en of itfelf. To fufFer the Kingdom of 
Sfaitt therefore to be wreifted out of our Hands, 
when the People had declared for us, and we 
had fo vaft a Superiority of Troopa in Itafy, 
and a much better Army in Wlanderi than the 
trench had there, will fcarce admit of an Apo- 
logy. 

It could hardly be expeded that the Frtncb^ 
after this Turn in their Favour, ihould apply 
the next Winter for an Accommodation. And 
indeed if they had done it, there is litde room 
to think their Propoials would have been liften- 
cd to : For io did the Councils of th^ Mini&ry 
prevail in general, that nothing but an entire 
Redudion of the whole Sfani/b Monarchy was 
keld fufficient on our Parts, tho' much of it had 
been loft back in the preceding CamDaigo. 
That this was the Senfe of both Houfes or Piur- 
tuMsat, wc kara &om tbeir Addrc6 of the 
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2jd of December; and her Majefty's Anfwer, 
annexed thereto^ ihews how the Minifh-y was^ 
inclined* 




^ having been always fully perfuaded, that no- fafe without 

** thing could reftore a juil Balance of Power in^ecovcring 

•• Europe, But the vducing the <whoIe Spaniih Mo-'^\^^^ 

** narchy to the Obedience of tift Hou/e of Auftria^ jj^^^^^, 

^ and haring feen feveral great Parts of that 

** Monarchy, by the Blefling of God upon the 

*• vidionous Arms of your Majefty, and your Al- 

*^ lies, already in the Pofieflion of that Houfe > 

\* do think it, not only leafonable^ but neceilary^ 

" at this Jun^ure, humbly to offer this our una* 

*^ nimous Opinion to your MajeAy, ^batno Peace 

** can bebomourableorfafe for your Majeftyor fium 

** JUUSy ^ Spain the Weil-Indies, or awf Part 

** of the Spaniih Momirchytg be fuffered to remam v 

•* mder the Power of the Houfe of Bourbon. 

. " When weconiider, what Efforts this ELingdom j|j ^^^^ 
** has continued to make from the Beginning of pUin %f xbm 
•* the War, we cannot but think a much greater Dcfidences 
** ImpreiEon might have been made upon the'^^thcAUUi* 
** Enemy before this time, if fime of our Junes', 
** ivho feem principally concerned, and hwve reaped 
^ the moft immediate Ad^vantage, had feconded your 
^* Mojefy with like Vigour, whereby Franef 
** might have been equally preis'd on all Sides. 

" We arc obliged to return our humble 
** Thanks to yourMajeily, for the Care you have 
** taken^ and the Juftances you have ufed with 
*^ his Imperial Majeily, for fending a coniider- 
** able Force to the Relief of Spain, under 
** the Conmiand of Prince Eugene; as being. 
•* certainly the moil likely Method to reilore 
'** the Affairs of the Confederacy in that Country. 
' " But the frequent Difappointments ive ban/r 
* •hfer-vtd oh the part of the EmUror omd Em^ire^ 
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'• to the great Prejudice of the c^mmBn Caufe^ tasSnt 
** us tkink it oufDuty, in order that the War may 
** be brought to a fjpeedy and happy Conclufion, 
*• tobefecch your Majefty to make the moilpref-' 
•* fing Inilances to the Enapefor, that he would^ 
** with all Expedition, fcj;id powerful Succours ta 
** his Brother the King of Spaitiy tfnder the Gon- 
** du6t of that great and fuccefsfal General; 
^ that he would timely and effeAually make good 
•* what has been concerted fof his putting twenty 
•* thoufand Men under the Command of the' 
** Duke of Stpvayy and would alfo make iTfe of 
^ his utmoft Power and Intereft for ftrengthening' 
** the Army upon the Rhiney whkh is now 
^ happily put under the Command of that 
^ wife and valiant Prince the EleAor ef £b« 
** nover. 

•* We believe, no part of this can be refufe^* 
** upon your Majefty's eameftlnterpofitian, who .. 
^ have done fuch great Things for the Hbufe of 
^ Auftria ; and this being complied with, wie 
** may reafonably hope, by God's AiSiftanccv 
^ the next will prove a happy and glorio'uft 
^ Campaign.**^ 

Her Majeftfs moft gracious Jnfwer* 

My Lords and Gentlemeity 

The Queen's" X AM fully of your Opinion, that no Peac* 
Anfwcr. <• j|^ ^an be lionourable or fafe for us, or fof 
•* our Allies, till the entire Moiarcky of Spaitf bi 
•* refiored to^ the Houfe of Auftria, and am ytrf 
** well pleafed to find, that the Meafures I hav^ 
*' concerted for the Succour of the King of Spaini \ 
** are fo well approved by both Hou& of Par^ ,- 
" liament, 

*' I Ihall tontinue my moll prefling Inftances 
•• with the Emperor, tor the haftening of far- 
•* thcr Succours, and that thty may be <»m-i 

** mande^ 
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^ manded by PrinCe Eugene ; as dfo, upoit 
'* all the other Particulars mentioned in your 
^ Addrefs." 

Nor did the Commons a£t lefs vigoroufly itf Campaign •/ 
Cnuiting Supplies^ than they had exprefied them-' ^7^^ 
wves in their Addrefs. The Coniequences of 
which were, that an Enterprise of the Pretender 
and IFrance againft Scotland was eaiily repell'd, 
and the Allies got early into the Field the enfuinjg 
Summer^ Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marl- 
hrougb met at the Hague in the Beginning of 
jfyril, anH conjointly waited on theEiedor of 
Hanover^ who commanded on ih^, Rhine, AtRefolvedt* 
tliis Congrefs it was agreed, that the ImpcriaMs™*^^^^ 
flioiild remain upon the Defenfive vbl ^^««*^rfo^g^^ 
and detach what Forces they could ipare tmder FUtdfrtt 
the Command of Prince Eugene, to a6t in Con-^ 
jnnftion with thofe of the Duke of MarWorough 
in Ftandersy where the Allies propofed to make 
their greateft Efforts this Campaign. According- 
ly the Duke of Marlborough took the Field about 
the Middle of May ; and^ having pofted himfelf 
on the Enemy'a Frontiers, drew moft of the 
Garrifons out of the Towns in FlanJsrs, imagin- 
ing they were fufficiently covered from the At- 
tacks of the Enemy by his Aripy : But the Tlemr 
mingf^ who were generally better affe6led to the 
French than the Dutch, as well upon the account 
of Religion, as other Confiderations ; and retain-* 
ing a very great Affeftion for the EleAor of Ba- 
^uaria, who had lately governed them with great 
Humanity and Tendernefs, readily liftencd to hi» 
Invitation to fubmit to King Philip, and pro; 
mifed to open their Gates, if a Detachment of 
the French Troops fhould appear before them in 
the Abfence of the Confederate Army. The 
principal Towns that had entered into this Con- 
spiracy, were, -k/jit/w^t]^, Ghent, zxid Bruges ; hvLtobenfi^nA 
the Treachery of Antwuerp was^ difcovcred, and Bruget de- 
ore vented : However a Body of French Troops *^^"^^ ^P J^ 
laving found Means to pa6 the D\akft o£ M^irU^!^ vkTw 
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Urot^hi's Army undifcovered ; and, coimng be*' 
fore GIfint and Bruga in the Night-time, were 
let in by the Burghers, andpofTefTed themfelves of 
thofe two great Cities i and from thence the' 
French Army marched into Dutch tlanitrsy and 
thfeDukcof^*^ that Country wider Contribution. About 
Burgundy ^^ich Time, the Dukes of Burgundy and Berry 
fcefiegcs Ow taking the Field, and joining the Duke of Vem" 
deuMrde. sbfme, they had fo great a Superiority of Troop* 
hefore the Germans joined the Duke of Mrr/- 
ioroughj that they ventured to lay Siege to 0«- 
denardify which was invcfted the gfth of J^nfy- 
Whereupon the Dnke of Marlborough^ who was 
joined about tike' fiune Time by Priaot l^^^^ie, 
and Part of the Germans, made » YCry long 
lUlbfyom *^^^ March to the Relief of that Phce. On 
fcefore it on ^^ Approach of the Allies, the French thought 
the Ap- fit to raifc the Sieg^j, and prepare for an En- 
frjachofdicgagemcntj and the Confederate Generals not de- 
^*^ dining it, a Battle enfued, of which the Dutch 
Deputies in the Army gave the following Rela- 
tion to the States-General. 

Vligb and Mighty Lordf^ 

* /^UR Army, having marc&ed on Smh 
** \J day Night fiom Jfche, took the Road ef 
** Leffinesy in order to pafs the Dender at that 
** Place ; which was done without Oppofition 
** from the Enemy^ whom we had prevented by 
^ a fudden March f and arriving there on ^uefdof 
** Evening, we underftood that the Enemy were 
*^ marched from Ahfi towards Gavre, where 
** they caufed Bridges to be made, in order to 
^ pafs the Scheld ; which made us believe they 
** defigcied to pot themielres u^n the Height o^ 
Oudenarde, and hinder us from fpafling the 
Scheld } and, though our Army was very much 
•• fatigued by the foregoing March,, yet we rtf^ 
** folved to proceed on our March Yefterday f 
!^ and, if poffible. to ptcveivt the Enemy: We 
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'< detached therefore fixteen Battayons in the 
<' Night to tekc Poft on the other Side the Scbeid 
^' near Oudenarde^ and to lay the Bridges necef- 
" fiuy for our Paffage. Yefterday Morning, a- 
•• bout Nine, we received Advice that the Enc- 
^' m^ had paiTed the Scheldt and were marching 
'^ towards Oudenarde ; which made us haften oar 
** March as much as poifible, for fear our De- 
«< tachment that was lent over ihould be defeated, 
•< and our felves prevented in our Defign of paf- 
«« jfing the ScJ^eld. But, by that Time the Enemy The Battle 
*' was come n^ar Oudenarde, they £iw we \aA^i Oudmard$ 
'« already taken Poft over the ^chldi which made 
<* them refolve to ftrike off to the Right; buttoco^ 
<' verthdrMarch againft ours, they thought fit to 
•* thrpwdidrTroops into the Hedges, and into a 
^ Village apon the Scheld below Oudenmrde. About 
•* Three in the Afternoon, as foon as our Foot 
^ began to come up, it was judged advifeable 
^ to attack the Village; and thereby oblige 
«* the Enemy to go no farther, but ftop 
" their March : This Attack was made with 
" fo much Vigour and Succefs, that the Enemy 
** was immediately driven out of the Village, 
." our Men felling upon them with their Bayonets 
. '< in the Muzzles of their Muikets, and not fir- 
'' ing a Piece ; fo that they prefently threw down 
^ their Arms, and a whole Brigade, together 
'* with the Brigadier, furrcndered Prifoners. 
« The few Horfe that had paffed with the De- 
'' tachment; attacked likewife the French Squa- 
«< drons, pofted behind the Village, with fo much 
** Succds, that they were pat into Diforder, and 
** pofhed ; our Men taking from them eight or 
^ ten Standards, and fome Horfes. Hereupon 
<* the Enemy were forced to face about to us, 
'* and form themfelves about four of the Clock ; 
'* when moft of our Foot being over and form- 
^ cd, the general Engagement began firft on the 
•• Right, and afterwards on the Left Wing: The 
'* Fight W8^3 properly between the Foot, and Yra.% 
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^ obftinate; but our Men got Ground, and 
drove the Enemy from one Hedge to anotheu 
till Night put an End to the Combat : Tie 
Horfe, who by Reafon of the broken Ground 
could not ad, were detachM to the Kighc and 
Left Wing; and advanced fo far, thatth^ 
attacked the Enemy in Flank and Rear; whicA 
when they perceived, they fell in the Night in- 
to the utmofl Confiiiion, and Part of them re- 
tired, with the Baggage and Artillery, to- 
wards Ghent and Deynfei another Part to* 
wards the Road of Courtray ; and according 
to Computation, fix or feven thoufimd furren- 
derd themfelves Prifoners, with three or four 
hundred Officers at their Head ; amoBg whom 
are feveral Dukes and General Oficen. Had 
not the Night come to their Affiftance, we 
believe they would have laved very litdc of 
their Army. We therefore congratulate your 
High Mightineffes upon this complete VidlorVy 
Which God Almighty has fo gracioufly voucK- 
fafed ; and which gives us an Opportunityi 
with this vidorious Army, and that of Prince 
Eugene f who was prefent at this Adion to ex- 
ternl the Frontiers farther, and bring the. Ene- 
my to Reafon. Each General made (b good a— i 
Difpofition, and every Regiment attacked the= 
Enemy fo well, and with lo much Intrepidity^ 
that it was Impoflible for any one to fignaliz^ 
himfelf in a particular Manner. Oar Lofs.^ 
God be thanked, isfo finaU, that there is nor,^ 
aswe know of, one Regiment out of a Condi — 
tion to make the red of the Campaign. A— 
mong the Horfe, our Lofs is nothing at all ? 
nor do we yet know that we have loft vxy f 
Head Officer of the State. With whid^ 



Ht£i tmd Mighty lards ^ &Cr 
€adenardf, July j», 1708. 
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The 0)nfederatet, after this Viftory, levelled 
^rftiie French Lines between Tfres and the i^/, and 
t- iaifed Contributions in Artois and Picard^ ; which 
' put the Citv of Paris itfelf into Conrfemation ; 
md poifibly the French were not difpleafed to 
fee the Allies fit down before LiJIey which The City of 
lihey knew would flop their Progrefi for fome L(/fr bcficg- 
JWonths, cd« 

' Khali not give the Hiftory of this Siege at 
large, though it was one of the moil remarkable 
in die whole War. It is fufficient to obferve, that 
the Beiiegers loft a great Number of Men^ had 
their Frovifions almofl exhaufled, and were in 
Danger of being obliged to quit the Enterprize. 
Their Communication with Brtiffels, whence they 
Cxpe^ed Supplies was cut off by the French Army, 
and it was with great Difficulty and Hazard that 
they got- Provifions from Oftend : For in attempt" 
ing of this happened the famous Battle at Wynen" 
dale J under General Wehh'9 which, coniidering Battle ^f 
the Inequality of Numbers, and other Difa4van- ^y^ndaU^ 
tages on the Side of the Englijh^ was not inferior 
to any other. Webb had in the Adion only fix 
thoa4nd Men, and lefiTan equal Number of the 
Enemy dead on the Field, with the Lofs of only 
nine hundred killed and wounded. In (hort, he got 
a complete Vi^ory over an Arniv of 24,000 Horfc 
and Foot, commanded by th« Count de la Motte ; 
fecured ajl the Carriages, and enabled the graud 
Army to finiih the Reduction of L(/le, 

It was not till the 8th of December, N. S.L/>takeiu 
that the Caftle of Li/le furrendered. Ten Days 
after the Duke of Marlboroug invefted G^^r/,^^;^!^]^^,, 
which he carried in lefs than a Fortnight, It has 
been obfcrved, * That his Grace was never more 
fortunate than at the fudden Reduction of this 
place J for the Articles were fcarce figned when 
^efevereft Froftbeg^ that had been known in a fcyext 

Faroft. 

• Alodcra Hiilory^ Vol, XXVI. ^ 3. 
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tke Memory of Man : The vcnr Horfcs Hooft \ 
froze to the Ground, and his Army muft voStS^ \ 
libly have periflied, if the Town had held <M * ^ 
a very few Days longer ; which had been no 
difficult Matter, fince there was no Breach made 
in the Walls, and die Count de la Motte had a 
good Army within the Town, fupplied with all 
Necef&ries ; (and indeed lefi than an Army- 
could not have defended Ghent, which is twelve 
Miles round upon the Walls.) The Allies, it 
is true, were in the End very fuccefsful in FAw 
he Allies j^^^ ^^ Campaign ; but they had two very nar- 
[^•^"^^E^yrowEfcapes, one at Wynendal^ and the other at 
apes this Ghent. Had they miicarried at either Place, that 
an)paign. fine Army of the Confederates, confiftingof Ve- 
teran Troops, would in^ibly have been ruined ; 
a Lofs, that the Allies could icarce ever have re- 
tritved. It may be coniidered farther, that the 
'he Siege of Siege of £^ was the unhappy Occafion of the 
I'^'nofour^^^ Succefs of the War in other Places in this 
*offe's^n°"'^5"'^P^J^g"- ^"^ Affairs were again miferably 
^aiti. negleded in Spain and Portugal, to humour the ? 

Duke and Prince Eugene in this Entcrprize : We — 
even broke our Treaty with Portugal on their — :3 
Account, and fent Major-General Earl to Oftend "^^ 
with eight thoufand Men, to aififl in proteding ^^ 
the Supplies with Ammunition and Proviiion, _ 
that were continually fending to Lijle, when thofe^^s 
Forces were raifed and embarked for the Servicc^=^ 
in Portugal; which was the Reafon the Portnguef^xs 
could make no Diverfion on that Side, while »h < ^ 
Duke of Orleans preiTed the Allies in Catalonia ^^, 
and befieged Tortofa, which furrendered the i iUrm 
of July, as did afterwards thr Towns of Denier 
and Alicant in Valencia. Count Staremberg had 
indeed been fent from Italy to Catalonia with m 
fmall Reinforcement of Troops the Beginning of 
the Year 1 708, which enabled him to fave the 
Remainder of Catalonia ; but he was not in a 
Condition to adi ofFenfively till the latter End of 
the Year; FoiXlieMaLC^^uU^^ Msms, the Ge- 
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fteral of the Portuguefe^ and that other unfortu- 
Bate General the Earl of Gal^way, with the Por- 
ft^uefi Forces in Catalonia, had been tranfported 
from Catalonia to Portugal to defend that Coun- 
try ; which was highly neceflary, after the Al- 
lies had felled in fending the Forces to Portugal^ 
which they had engaged to do by their Treaty 
with that Crown. 

And, indeed, both King Charles and the 
Sling of Portugal feemed to have agreed upon a 
Ceflation from the Fatigues of War the latter 
End of this Year, in order to follow fofter A- The Prin* 
inufements. King Charles firfl made his Ad-cefs of An^^ 
drefles to the Princefs of Anjhacb, our late Queen ; Pacbrdufm 
who, refufmg to alter her Religion for the Sake*?^'"^' 
of a precarious Crown, he courted the Princefs of ^i KSig"**^* 
Wolfemhuttle, and was fo fortunate as to perfuadcCHAHLrs, 
her to renounce her Proteftaht Principles, and not king 
only confent to a Marriage, but to go over inCHA«Li§ 
Pcrfon to -Btfr<r^/<7/r^i, and confummate her Nup- !? *''™ ^'l^ 
tfeds there. And as to the King oi Portugal, ^^ "^^^ jyoi}mbuttr9 
narried by Proxy to Mary Anne of Auftria, the 
Emperor's fecond Sifter. 

Sir John Leake had the good Fortune this Saccefs of 
Year not only to take and dellroy many of ^e t^« •^''f 'i^ 
Enemy^'s Barks in Italy, but alfo to reduce die *' ^^ 
whole Ifland of Sardinia to the Obedience of 
King Charles, and that of M»<7rf^, in which 
is the commodious Harbour of Port-Mahon, iat 
the Service of his Miftrels and the Englijh Nation. 
And Commodore Wager (fmce Sir Charles) 
with four Englijb Men of War, attacked feven- 
teen Spanijh Galleons near Cartagena in the 
Weft' Indies^ of whom the Spanijh Admiral va- 
Idtd at three Millions of Pieces of Eight, was 
blofwn XLfy and the Rear-Admiral taken. The 
Cdttmod^xc's Share only of this Prize amount- 
ed to X 00,000/. and upon his Return home 
ie was made jRnr^Adnural for this Piece of 
tcryicr. 
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The Severity of the Winter of 1708-9 has' 
been already taken notice of. The French^ to 
th& LoiTes they had fudained the lail Campaign, 
}iad.nQw|the Additional Misfortune of being de- 
|ht)yed by Famine and the Rigour of the Seaion* 
Their Crop failed them the laft Year ; and this 
being fucceeded by a eold Winter, when they 
had Tparce any Provilions left; Multitudes ortheii" 
People Perifhed : And that whigh no lefs affiidL-. 
cd the Court of France was, that the King*s Re- 
venues were exhaufted ; his Funds appeared in- 
fufficient to pay the Interefl of the national Debt, 
fAr, Bernard, the Principal of hjs Banker^ am) 
many more of his Brethren, who us*d to msdce 
Remittances of Money and foreign Payments, 
for the Service of that Crown, broke, and abun- 
■ dance of People, before in flourifhing Circom^ 
ftances, who had lodged Money in their Hands, 
Tfce French were reduced to a State of Beggary, Thcfc Ca» 
niafceOver-lamities inducing xht French Xing to think of 
fwm of Peace in eameft, pajcifick Propofals were made by 
fm9n JiisMiniftcrs about this Time to the States- Ge- 
neral and the Duke of Marfborough : For his 
Grace remained in the Netherlands great Part of 
this Winter, xo be in Readinefs, as was given out^ 
to prevent the French General's furpri^ing the 
|he Forces of the Allies, during the Froft But^^ 
probably, the principal Reafon of the Duke^s re — 
ynaining on that Side the Water was, to heaac 
what Terms the French MiniHers woold propofe r 
For his Grace, ^arriving at London m Feh^ 
ructryt the Belief of his having brought Qffers 0/ 
that Nature from France along with him, was fo 
tmiverfal, that both Houfes agreed upon an Ad* 
drefs toherMajefty, defiring, ^* That the FrAVf^ 
^' King Plight be obliged to own her Maje%'s 
*^ Titles ana the Protef^t Succeffion^ and th4. 
ff the Allies poight be Guarantees of the&ae; 
•* That the Pretender mj^ht be removed out 9( 
l[ ths Frjmh Vmmmi a^d that Ac HaAooi 
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** and Fortifications of Dunkirk might be den9>- 
** liiied, upon the Conclufion of a Peace*'. 

About the^Line Time Moniieur PetUeum, the MuPetti^ 
Minifter of HoIJiein, sl Neutral Power, having ^'f *.'« N^<^ 
piop(^d to the Powers engaged in a War, th6 ^^k e^^ 
eiU:ering into Negotiations of Peace, had pre^ 
vailed with the Sutes to fuffer the Prefldent RouilU 
tQ ooBEie from the Frenci? Court into Holland^ iit 
order to fettle Preliminaries with the Allies. The 
Prefldent fucceeded fo well, that the States and 
this Minifter were m a manner agreed ; of which 
die Emperor and her Britifl? Maje% being in* 
fbr»»ed» Prince Eugeui was ient to Holland hy ths 
Emper^r^ and arrived at the Hague the z 7th of 
March ; as did the Duke of Marlborough on th« 
Part of Great Britain^ the 8th of Afril Hii 
Grace Coding that the French made very ipeciou* 
Offers and in a manner granted whatever the Al** 
lies covld aik, returned to England agam, to con«^ 
fiilt the Minifters there : not caring to take the 
whole Burthen of that Negotiation upon himfelf : 
la which he diicovered his ufual Caution and 
Prudence ; for as he was General of the Army, 
and had fe great an Xntereft in continuing the 
War, lie well foreiaw, that if he took upon him to 
rejed the advantageous Offers made by the French^ 
h» EneiDJes would iniiauate, jhe was governed bjr 
private Views : And, on the other hand, fbould 
any thing be found in the Articles prejudicial to 
Briiam^ as be was fole Plenipotentiary on the 
Pait of Her Majeily, the Odium of it would 
xiatttrally fall on him. He did not therefore only 
take die Opinion of the reil of the Miniftry b&- 
lore lie returned to Holland^ but took over the 
Lovd T^wn/hcnd with him, as Joim-Plenipoten* 
tiaiy at the intended Treaty ; a nobk young 
Lord, that he knew wovld pay due Regard to 
dK Opinioii an4 Experience of the General : The Dufce 
And, thus prepared and armed againft the Cavils of Mir/- 
of his Enemies, he returned to the Hague ^ ac-J"^^^*"** 
Mflq>anied by the Lord 7kv^<«rfdi^ U\^^^ ^vE^dY^- 

K 2 ' M«3 \^vSB!oaf« 
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Tdtrf ; where they found the Marquis de for* 
* rjr. Secretary of State to the French King, late-. 
ly arrived to give the laft Hand to the Ne^ 
^tiadon. 

Thefe Gentlemen, together with the Miniftert 
cf the reft of the Powers engaged in War, hav- 
ing debated the Terms of a general Peace for 
Tome Time, on the 28 th of May^ agreed on Pre* 
}iminarles of the following Tenor : 

" That a firm and lafting Peace fhall be cfta- 
^ blifhed between the Allies and his mofi Chri* 
'* ftian Majefty : That the French (halliuJaiow- 
^* kdee Kmg CfiAaLBs to be ¥jmg6f Sfeiini 
'* and the Territories dependent on that Crown } 
** and if Kins Philip refufe to confent thereto, 
^ His moft Chriftian Majefty (hall tak^ Meafores^ 
. ^*^ in ConJunAion with the Allies to force him to 
^ it i and his moft Chriftian Majefty flail widi- 
** draw all his Forces out of the Dominions of 
** Spain^ within two Months t That the Spanijk 
<* Monarchy (hall remain entire in the Houfe of 
^ Jufiriai nor ihall any King who reigns in 
** France, ever reign in ^/ai«^ orpoiTeisany Part 
'' of its Dominions : That the FrenchKixk% ihall 
♦' deliver up Strasburg^ Fort Khel, Landau^ and 
*f Prifac, to the Emperor and caufe Hwmimgen, 
^ Ntw Bri/ac, and Fort Lottis, to be demolifhed : 
'* That he (hall acknowledge the Queen of 
« Great Britain, and the Proteftant Succeffion ; 
*• bonilh the Pretender $ deliver to the Et^/p^ 
** Newfowtdland, and demolifh Dunkirk : That 
** he ihall rclinquiih to the Powers Q>^ified, Na- 
** mur, Monj, Char/eroy, Fumes, Lu9(imhurg, 
** Menin, LiJIe, Tfres, Ne^/port^ Doway, Tour 
f nay, Condi, Maubege, Fort-Knofui, and othe 
f^ Places : That tp haften the Conduiioa of 
f^ General Peace, a Congrcfi i)iaU begin ^t it 
ti fiague^ulyif, ^ 
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*rhePlcflipotentiaries of the Allies having fign-' 
ed thefe Preliminariesj thofe of France declared^ TheFrencb 
they had no Direaions to fign them : However^J^^^^^im" 
the Marquis di Torcy faid, he would lay them be- ^^^^^,7 
fore his Mafler the moft Chriftian King, and en* 
deavour to procure his Ratification 1 and that he 
would acquaint Prince Eugene with his Majefty'^ 
Refplution, by the fourth of next Month. He 
then, fet out for France ; from whencd he fent aft 
Anfwcr according to his Promife : Wherein he 
tctfd the Prince, That his Majefty found it impof- 
fible for him to accept thefe Terms ; and there- 
fore had fent Orders to Monfieur Routlle, to noti- 
fy the fame to the Potentates engaged in the War f 
and that it was to be hoped that more favourable 
Terms would prcfent, for the eftabKfhing a Peace 
fo neceflary for all Europe. 

And Moniieur Rouille accordingly acquainted 
the Minifters of the Allies, that unlefs they 
iBVOuld agree to fome Alterations in the Prelimi- 
nary Articles, his Matter could not confent to 
them : To which the Minifters of the Allies an- 
iWored, * That they would not recede from any 

• of the Articles* agreed to ; and that if his Maf- 

• ter did not think fit to accept them, neither 

• would the Allies think themfelves bound by 
! them\ And Monfieur Rouille immediately 
received an Intimation, that he fhould depart 
fronx the Hague, which he did the ninth of June 
following. 

Upon the Breaking-ofF of this Treaty the THe F/«»f * 
French King fent Circular Letters to the Gover- j^J^^^^"' 
nors of the refpedive Provinces in his Dominions^ breaking off 
wherein he told them, " That in order to reftore this Treaty* 
** Peact, he would have accepted Conditions very 
'* oppofite to the Security of his Frontier Pro- 
^' vinces ;. but, that the greater Defire he had 
••. ihewn to diffipate thofe Umbrages his E- 
,. *^ nemies afFeded to have of his Power and De- 
\ ^ figns, the more they multiplied their Pre- 
R J " t«ufi.Qtxsi 
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•• lefilions ; and they had Itt Kim fee, that they 
•* had no other Intention, than to enlarge, at the 
•* Expence of his Crown, the States bordering 
•* upon France, and to open to themfelves eafy 
•• Ways, to penetrate int» the Heart of his iting- 
*• dom, as often as it wouM fuit with their In* 

* terefts to begin a new War : That they would 
*• give him but two Months, to execute his Part 

* of the Treaty ; and daring that Time they 
^ would oblige him to deliver up the Places they 

* demanded of hmt in Jl/ace and the Low 

*• Countries, and the demolifiiing thofe they had ' 
•* in£fted on ; refufing on their Parts to enter in- 

* to any otficr Engagements, than the SoQpenfioii 

* of an Aas of HoMity till the firft af At^uj^ ; 

* and refciiring to themfelvcs a Liberty of iSUng 
*;* then by Force of Arms, if his Grandibfi re* 
*• fufed to evacuate the Bfmnifi Dominions, where- 
^ of he had for nine Years been adtnowkdged 
** King: That fuck a Su^enfion woakl haire 
•• been more dangerous to him than War it* 
•• felf ; for fo foon as the Su^enfen had been 
** expired, his Enemies would live attock<d him 
•* under thofe new Advantages they would have 
^ reaped from the Towns into whidi he himfelf 
^ had introduced them. And he expreifes mucb 
** Refentment, that the Confederates ihouM fog- 

* gcft to him the joining his Forces with dieirs^ 
** to compel his Grandfon to defcend the Spanffi^ 
•' Throne. He faid, the Thought of engaging 
•* hiniin fach an Alliance, was inhuman : And- 
•* although the Tenderncfs he had for his People 
** was as hearty as for his own Children ; and 
*' though he bore a Part in all the Ills his faith'- 
•* ful Sabjefts underwent by the War, and had 
** manifeiled to all Europe his fincere Deiires that 
" they might enjoy Peace ; he was iatisfied they 
•' would themfelves oppofe the Acceptance of it 
** on Conditions fo oppofite to Juftice and the Ho- ; 
*' nour of the French Nation". . " z 
•^ • M 
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As fruitlefs as thefe Negotiations were in reC- 
te£i to the feveral Nations engaged in the prefent 
War, there is no doubt to be naade but fome Statef- 
ihan on both Sides gained their Ends. There 
were feme Minifters on the Part of the Allies, 
it is faidy that dreaded nothing more than Peace i 
and thefe found their Account in inlifting on fuch 
Terms as they knew would never be granted. On 
the other hand, France^ that was reduced to th« 
utmofl Diftrefs by Famine, and a rigorous Win- 
ter that followed it, and faw at the ianae Time fo 
formidable a Power on her Frontiers, gained her 
Ends by granting one Demand after another, till 
fhe had fpun out the Time to almoft the Middle 
of Summer; whereby fhe had an Opportunity of 
tecruiting her broken Troops, and repleniftiing 
her exhauiled Stores : And dien (he gave the Al- 
lies Co underiland. That the Grand Monarch was 
not yet Men fo low, asto fubmit to thefe hard 
Preliminaries. 

4 But whatever were the Views of France, or of The 9*"* 
feme defigning'Statefmen among the Allies, the ^^° "* 
French Minifters were no fooner returned, bat ' ^ 
both Armies prepared to take the Field. The 
French poffeffed themfelves of a Camp naturally 
ftrong, and threw up fuch Intrenchments, that 
the Allies did not think fit to attack them j but 
refolved to open the* Campaign with the Siege of 
Toumay : And accordingly that Place was inveft- 7<»arr»^ 
ed by the Confederate Troops the zjik of June, ^^Jgf ** 
N. S. On the 7th of *July the Trenches were 
opened, and on the 30th tlie Town furrendered, 
and the Garrifon marched into the Citadel ; 
which held out till the 3d of September ^ and then 
furrendered. 

Tournajl)e'mg reduced, the Allies refolved upon 

the Siege of Mons ; but Marfhal Fi/Iars, having 

poffelTed himfelf of the ftrong Camp of Blareg- 

nies or Malflaquet, in the Woods of Sart and 

' Eai^art, it -was found impradlicable to form 

K 4 titf^^ 
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the Siege until the Trench were df iven from that 
Poft : Whereupon happened the bloodieft Battle 
that ever was fought in f landers. 
The Battle It was, in reality, a Battle between two Armies 
eiSlareg' ofz Side ; Prince Eugene commanded a complete 
'iZruet ^^^y ^^ ^^^ thoufand Men, with Wings of 
' ^ • Korfe on the Right and Left ; and the Duke of 
Marlborough another entire Army, of which the 
Englijh formed the Right, and the Dutch the 
Left ; while Marfhal Villars commanded a fepa- 
rate Army of the French on the Left, drawn up 
againfl that of Prince Eugene i and Marfhal Bouf- 
Jlers another upon the Right, whiich engaged that 
under the Command of the Duke of Marlho- 
rough. Thefe great Armies lay near each other 
feveral Days ; and, on the 9th of September , the 
Enemies poffeffed themfelves of the Woods of 
The fortjfi- Sart and San/art, where they cut down Trees, 
*e fijwmy. ^^^^^^ Batteries, and threw up Intrenchments 
' for their Defence. The fame Day, and the 
next, the Armies on both Sides were drawn up 
in Order of Battle; and the loth, in the Even- 
ing, the Generals of the Allies refolved to attack 
the French, Accordingly, on tlie nth of Sef- 
timber at Break of Day, the Infantry of the /li- 
lies marched in three Lines, and the Cavalry in 
two Columns, advancing diredlly towards the 
Enemy, who were fo ftrongly intrenched, that 
their Works looked more like a Citadel than a 
^^J^^^'j^Camp. * Their Left Wing, as a certain Gene- 
by one of the* ^^^ relates, was covered by a great and thick 
Ccflcrals. * Wood, in which they had caft up many In- 

* trenchments, and pofted their Infantry; and 

* their Right was covered by another Wood and 

* thick Hedge, which run along the fame like a 

* Chain ; and befides, they had caft up three 

* Intrenchments, and had a marihy Gxound be- • 

* fore them, which rendered >the Accefs tt>^ 

* their Intrenchments ftill more diffitgdlt, Thefc-iv 
^ Center was in a little Plain, where they h*l'-«' 

^' cafl upfcvcral Intrcnchnients alfo, one behind'* 
4^ ^ %fc 
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* the other, all defended in convenient Ptacc*- 

* With a good Artillery, which annoyed us very 

* much. They had befldes cut down the Hedge» 

* behind their Lines, for the more eafy marchings 
*- of their Cavalry, to fupport their Infantry 

* wherever Occafion fhould require. In this ad - 

* vantageous Situation we attacked the Enemy, 

* and began to cannonade them about half an 
' Hour paft eight, and they anfwered us with 
^ the like Vigour ; while all our Forces march- 

* ed to begin the Attack as the Generals had 

* direfted. The Left Wing of Prince Eugene's 

* Army attacked the Enemy in the W««d afore^ 
' faid, about that Time, with all imaginaUe 

* Vigour 5 but were received with a great dealr 
' of Bravery. We beat the Enemy from that 

* Poft, and they beat us again from thence r 

* But, after an obilinate Fight of two Hours, in 

* which abundance of Blood was ihed on both 

* Sides, the Soldiers killing one another with 
' their Bayonets and the Buts of their Muskets, 
' we made ourfelves Mailers of the Wood ; and 

thereupon our whole \jth Wing marched, 
without any Lofs of Time, towards the Ene- 
my, and began another Fight as obftinate as 
the firft Attack. As they were covered by 
three llrong Intrenchments, which we were 
I obliged to attack one after another, the Fight 
continued ^^^ Hours with an incredible Fury j 
but all this while with doubtful Succcfs, be- 
^ <;aufe the Enemy rallied feveral Times, regain- 
^ ing with an extraordinary Valour the Entrench- 
ments from whence we had beaten them : Du- - - . 
ring which they attempted feveral Times to 
drive us from the Wood we had gained ; but 
we maintained our Ground, and beat them- 

* from all their Intrenchments. It was about 

* that Time, that their Cavalry, which was^- 

* drawn up in ieyeral Lines, feeing that their 

* infantry was beaten frdm their Poft advanced io^ 
*^TCJy good Ordiur to charge oiu: Cavjilry, and r«- 
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* gaii the Intrenchments wherein we had taken 

* Poft J and this new Fight proved very obftinat^ 

* They forced ns fomctimes to give Ground, and 

* were forced, in their Turn, to give way ,The A6U- 

* on became then more genctal^andfome Squadrons 
« of the R%ht Wing d[ my Lord Duke'is Army 

* being repulied by the great Number of the Ene- 
' my, the Duke of Wirnmbtrg^ with fome Da- 

* nifi> and other Squadrons of Prmce Evgiui's 

* Army, advanced to (upport them. The frmth 

* Cavalryy being thttf vigoroufly attswked, fell 

* loon into Ssforder, and were la much preffed,. 

* that thc^ couki not rally again : Thnr endea- 

* Toured to do it behind a nedge ; but the Z>ifke 
' of Wirtemherg caufed immediately the Dra- 

* goons of Wirtimhrg'Ooeh to difmoimt, to at^ 

* tack the Enemy on Foot behind the Hedgr 
' afortfaid, from which they were drfvcn, and 

* they did not form again into any Order till thcy 
^ came behind a little HiH, at a pretty Difiance 

* from us, having behind them the little Town 

* of Bavay, and a Morais and a Defile before r 
^ And their Infantry, by Favour of the Hedges 

* and Woods, made, for the moft part, their* 

* Retreat that Way, and formed themfelves again.' 

* near their Cavalry. The Defile and Morafs' 

* afore&id did not permit us to purfue thenm. 
' father in a Body ; but two Regimtents of HvT- 

* fers, and fome Squadrons of Horfe and Dra- 

* goons, were detach'^d to annoy them as much as' 

* poffible in their Retreat. The Battle .ended 

* about Foar in the Afternoon.' 

The Vum- In this Battle, according to the Accounts of the 
jbei« killed Allies, they had 5,547 Men kitted, and 12,806 
Mi#pptiifid- ^onxided i in aU, upwards ©f 18,000) and, on 
the French Side, there were, according to the A1-' 
)ks, about 15,000 killed and wounded: And it 
]• very natural to befieve, that the Aflies loft 
mere Men than the Enemy, fkice they wexe tat 
ifewn from Morning fill-Neon, bjr ihc great' ui 
lBM]t«hoi of Ik Iwutf, bffetf they bocmr 
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Matters of their Intrenchments ; and, after fo 
hot an Aftion, it is no wonder thcj did not pu^- 
fiie the Enemy above three Miles from the FieM 
6f Battle.They took about forty or fifty of the Ene- 
my's Cannon in the Intrenchments, Mxy Coloui* 
and Standards, and fome thoufands of wounded 
Officers and Soldiers were made Prifoners* Prince 
Eugene received a flight Wqund in the Head in , 
this Engagement, which did not^ howeiter, hin- 
der him from giving his Orders during the whole 
Aftion. 

After the Vidlory oiMafplaquet or BlaregnieSy ikftrntakcl 
die Allies marched towards Mons\ and, having 
invefted that City the 2 1 ft Inftant, it furrendcrcd 
the 20th of 05'tf^fr following ; which finifhed the 
Campaign in Flanders \9xA both Aimiesthereupoii 
Went into Winter- Quarters. 

There was not any Thing done remarkable 
this Year on the Rhine, in Sa<vqy, or in Portugal ; 
and the moft confiderable A6lion in Sfain was the 
Blowing-up of the Caftle of Alicant, I proceed 
therefore to the Negotiations of Peace in the fol- 
lowing Winter. The French King propofed The i?W»f* 
again to the States, by Monfieur Petticum, thfe make fur- 
Renewing the Treaty, on the Foot of the Prelimi^ ^^^ ^"^^ 
naries before- mentioned; only he would not be^***^"' 
obliged to compel his GrandfonK. Ph i l1 p to quit 
the Throne of Spain, But the Allies ftill inMed 
on his yielding up the whole Spanijh Monarchy, 
within the Space of two Months. The Dutcb^ Which aro 
it feems, were now of Opinion, that all Over- rcjeftcd* 
tures, fhort of this, ought to ' be rejeded ; and 
thereupon wrote a Letter to Her Majefty, to in* 
cite her to continue the War, and augment hef 
Forces next Campaign ; promifing to do the likd 
on their Part, and hoping her Majefty would 
prefs the reft of the Confederates to imitate thexh. 
They alTo defired Her Mifefty, to fend over th6 
l>uke of MarlborougbhQtmiQs^ if poflible before 
{he End of February ; that they might hav6 fhe 
Benefit of the wife Counfel of that great Gaie- 
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ral, in concertkig, in due Time, the Operations 
of tht Campaign ; and reap the Advantages of 
}iis incomparable Valour, in the Execution there- 
of. 

Thus did_ the Dutch compliment our Favourite 
Minifter, General, and Plenipotentiary : And the 
TheQuecn*s Qh^cJ^ was thereupon induced to write a Letter 
letter to the to the Diet of the Empire ; wherein ihe defircs 
JJietofthe them to obferve the Enemy's obilinate and irre- 
?^P^^^^®. qoncileable Spirit i and that nothing was further 
f^finck»li*to ^^^^ ^^ Thoughts than Peace, as appeared by 
e»ert them- the Artifices with which he endeavoured tp 
ftJves, amufe the Allies : That he raifed Recruits, 

augmented his Forces, and eredted great Maga- 
?Lines; from whence it appeared, that Peace was 
not to be obtained but by a Continuation of die 
War : That there was a Neceffity therefore, that 
the Allies fhould make their utmofl Efforts, and 
have a greater Number of Troops than they had 
at prefent : That Her Majefly had not negledl- 
ed, as often as the public Welfare feem*d to re- 
quire it, to augment her Troops beyond her 
Quota, and to expend vafl Sums of Money ; and 
now, when they were like to reap the Fruits of 
their ViAories, fhe was ftill ready to increafe her 
Forces to the utmoft of her Power, that the rett 
of the Allies might be incited by the Example 
of Great-Britain, to augment their Troops be- 
yond what had been hitherto done : Whereupon 
ihe repeated her Inflances to that illuftrious Coun- 
cil of the Empire, That they would exhort all 
the Eledlors, Princes, and States, to make great 
feflForts, that there might be a powerful Army on 
• <he Ufper-Rhincy not only to cover the Frontier! 
of the Empire, but to extend the fame, that 
Trance might not be in a Condition to carry the 
whole Weight of the War into Flanders : Adding^ 
That if every one would furnifli his Quota of 
Teoops in Time, the Confederate Forces wovl^ 
befo con&d«rabk and numerous, that there Wai 

nt 
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no Reafon to doubt, but with God's Blefling, 
they fhould pull down the Spirit of that proud 
Enemy, and force him at laft to confent to the 
Peace (which he had hitherto haughtily rejedled) 
upon fuch Conditions as might for ever fecur« the 
Kepofe and Tranquillity of Europe. 

At the Beginning of the next Year, however, 
the Negotiations were refamed. The vigorous 
. Refolutions taken in Great Britain and Holland^ 
for the Profecution of the War, occaiioned the 
Marquis de Torcy to fend frelh Propofals from 
his mofl ChrifUan Majefty, wherein the former 
Preliminaries were to be the Foundation of a 
new Treaty. Purfuant hereto, the StatesrGenc- 
ral having granted Pafles to the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, the Marihal dUxelles, and the Abbot 
de PolignaCf to come to Gertruydenburg in Hol- 
land 5 the Britijb Houfe of Peers addreffed Her 
Majefly, on the i8th of February, to fend the 
Duke of Marlborough over to Holland^ to take 
Care of the Interefls of Great Britain, Accord- 
ingly his Grace, having received Her Majefty's ' 
Command, fet out for Holland the next Day, and 
arrived there the latter End of the Month. The 
French Minifters were met at Gertri^denburgh by 1^^^^ 
Meffieurs Buys and Vanderduffen, the Plenipoten- Gertruyda^ 
tiaries of the States, the Beginning of March\ burghs 
who, having heard what the French had to offer, 
returned to the Hague, and made their Report to 
the Duke of Marlborough, Count Zinzendorf t\iC 
Emperor*s Minifter, and the reft of the Minifters 
of the Allies refiding there. They faid. That 
the French Minifters had endeavoured to perftrade 
them. That it was the Intereft of the Allies to 
make Peace with France, excluiive of Spain ; and 
that the French King was willing to enter into the ' 
moft folenm Engagements {and gi*ve cautionary 
Towons for the Performance) that he would not Sicily and 
give any Affiftance to his Grandfon Philip. Sardinia 

The Dutch Minifters had feverai Conferences ^J^"^ 
aftcrjyards with ihe Fratik^ who proyofed «^¥^rtL- ^^ i\a\^ 
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tjtion of the Sfamjh Territories ; bat cataiSi af 
length fo low in their Dent^ds, that they offered 
to accept of S icily and Sardinia :■ And though 
their King could not in Honour and G)hfi:ience 
make War upon his Grandfon^ and drive him 
from the Throne on which he had placed him j^ 
yet, they faid, his Maje^ would perfoade his 
Grandfon to accept of that Partition i which if he 
refiifed to conient to, he would furnilh a Sum of 
Money towards the Charges of the War, to be* 
continued tiH the Surrender of Spain and the 
Weft- Indies to the Houfe of Auftria, Bat the 
The Confc- J^^ch, ^^ infixing that Spain and the Indies^ 
Knees bro- with all the Territories belonging to them, fiiouid 
ken off* be delivered up within the Space of two Months^ 
according to the PreliounarieSy the Conferences 
were broken oC 

Some Re- « Jt is obfervable, fays Salmon *, that this 
[!£m.* ^° ' Treaty was managed only by the French and 

* Dutch Minifters, the reft of the Allies content- 
% * ing themfeives with the Report the Dutch were 

* pleafed to make of thcfe Conferences. As for 

* the Duke of Marlborough, he had left his Refo- 
' lutions with the Engiyb and Dutch Minifters at 

* the Hague, and was gone into the Field. He 

* had now fuch an Afcendant over th« Dutch, 

* that he had no need to doubt their FiddUty to 
^ him : But, it is faid, both the Emperor^s and the 

* King of Pr^fia's Minifters were for acc^ting 

* the Terms offered by the French, if thofe cJ 

* Great Britain and the Statf^ would have been 
^ prevailed on to aequiefcr in them. But hotter 
' that was, MaHhal d Vxelles and the Abbot. 

* de Polignec made heavy Con^laints in a Letter 

* Co the Penfionary Het^us, that the Duicb ^qpn* 

* ties had mifreprefented thefe Conferences : To 
' which the Dutch fent no Anfwer. But firoA 
f the Relations of both Sides it ^^pears^ Th|^ 

• Modern Hiftoor, y«l. XXYItf. 9> ^ 
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the FfincH King had agreed to acknowledge 

King Ch A R L Es ; and that he would not only not 

a£ft ht» Onmdibn, but would contribute a Sum 

of Money towards compelling him to quit the 

Sfstnifi Throne, if he refuied to do it at hi» 

InfUnce > and that he would deliver four ^ong. 

' Towns in the Nitbirlands to the Allies, as a 

Security for what he fUpulated : And as to all 

' the other Prehminary Articles, fuch as acknow-- 

' ledging the Queen ; the Barrier demanded for 

* the Empire, Hollandy and the Duke of Sav9y, 
' &c. thefe he made no Scruple of granting. And 
' after this, will it not be difficult to a£ign a fub- 
^ ftantial Reafon for continuing this bloody War I 

* How long would Spain nave been able to 
^ have reMed the United Arms of the Allies, 
' without the Affii^nce of France j. if it could be 

* fuppofed that Kins Philip would have refufed 
' to comply with what his Grand&ther had fii** 

* pulated for him, and thereby hasurded lofing^ 
' even Siciiy and Sardinuty as well as his otheE 
' Dominions I The Towns that were agreed to 

* be delivered up to the En^ror and the i>uicb, 

* would have required bsa/^ Years to conquer :. 

* And had the French been never fo in£ncere, aft ' 

* was pretended, the Allies would have gained 
' fuch an Addition of Strength by them , as would. 

* have rendered France much lefs formidable 

* than it was then. Let it be considered £urther^ 
' had it been our own Caie, and the Fortune o£ 

* the War had reduced us to * the Neceffity of 
' abandoning King Chahk.ss, and the French, 

* King had inAfted, that the Allies fhould not 

* only not afHft him, but turn their Arnis againft 
' the Prince they had iet i^ f would it not have. 

* been thought a moft extravagant Demand I 

* And if it would^ was it not much more unrea* 
' ibnaUe to defire the French King to enter into a 
f War with King PsikiP, to whom he was (» 
« fi^tf ly allied by the Ti^ of Blood, U- wdl ». 
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* We had, indeed, lb long talked of the i>oimd- 

* lefe Ambition and exorbitant Power of Prance,' 
^ that we affeded to have a Dread of it, even after 

* that Kingdom was reduced fo low, that our 

* Generals gave out, they could not make Hetd' 

* againft us another Year. 

* Every Propofal, that was laid to come from 

* France, was ftill condemned as unreafoMable/ 

* before it was examined ; and, if the Reafonable-' 
• ' ntfs of it was fo confpicuous, that it could not' 

* be denied, then were we taught to exclaim a-* 

* gainft their Infincerity. 

* In fhort, fome of the Powers, engaged in the 

* Grand Alliance, were fuch Gainers Jby the 

* War, the whole Charge whereof was borne by 

* their Neighbours, whofe Minifterswerein their* 
^ Intereft, that any Peace whatever muft have' 

* been to their Difadvantage ; and therefore it 

* is not to be thought ftrange, if they talkM 

* loudly of the Enemy's Infincerity, and reje^l^cT 

* all their Propoials. The daily Acquifition of 

* new Dominions, at the Expence of others, paf-* 

* fibly, put fuch a Biafs on tJieir Judgments, that " 

* they might, in fome meafure, believe what 

* they affirmed. We have fecn whole Nations* 

* fubmit their Underftandings, and even re^ga 
^ their paternal Efbites, to gra% a Shadow : The 

* very Appearance 6f Gain has difbradled the 

* Wifefl ; and it is no wonder, if real Acquiiiti-'' 
f ons have had the fame Effedt on others/ 

ftiapaigaof ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^"^^ ^^ ™f Account of the* 
1710. following Campaigns, till the Conclufion of a' 
general reace. I^ 1 710 the Duke of Afor/^^rw^A' 
and Prince Eugene took the Field, while the Con-' 
ferences were carrying on at Gertrjtydenbnrgb, 
, . They reduced this Year, at a great Expence of 
Men and Treafure, the Towns of Douay, Air^^ 
Betbmey and St, Venant ; the two firfl of which 
are Places of Note. The Army on the Uhu 
itidjiothine bat cover the Prontien; and the 
' • . Ek«or 
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Ele^Gur of Hanover, who commanded it, findings 
ihcTt was no Honour to be gained, refigned his 
Commiflion. The Dake o{3a<voy wasalfo quiet on 
the Side oi Daufhine : So that the principal Seat 
of Aflion this Year was Spaut, Here Eling 
Charles, being re-inforced from Italy ^ attacked 
his Rival near Almanara, and routed his Caval- 
ty ; but it being late when the Engagement be- 
gan, the Foot retired by the Favour of the Night. ^ 
Soon after he obtained a complete ViAory near 
Saragoffa, which immediately opened her Gates 
to the Viftor, who the next Month entered Mad- 
rid in Triumph. But the latter End of the Year 
was unfortunate to the Englijh Forces, under Ge- 
neral Stanhope^ who were furprized near Bribuega 
by King Philip's Army, and made Frifonera 
with their General. Count Staremberg indeed, 
who commanded the reft of the Allies, was the 
Yery next Day revenged on the Spaniards, by 
giving them a Defeat at Villa Viciofa, But tho' he 
got a great deal of Honour in the Adtion, he was 
unable to profecute the Viftory to Advantage. 
In a Word, King Charles was obliged to aban- 
don Madrid, and the Year was rather unfuccefifkl 
to^hiih than otherwife. 

^' In the Year 1711, the Duke of Marlborough's oijjtj 
laft Campaign, the only Adlion in Flanders was his and X7i«, 
Entering the French Lines, and taking the Town 
of BoMchain, which was retaken the next Year. 
Nothing was done on the Rhine, or in Catalonia. 
Sir Hovenden Walker'i Enterprize on Canada 
came to nought. And in 1712, when the Duke 
of Ormond commanded. Negotiations of Peace 
were openly carried on, and he was abfolute!y 
forbid to aft ofFenfively againft the French. This 
leads us to the Confideratiop of the Steps that had 
been previoufly taken on both Sides, in order to 
aa Accommodation ; which have hitherto been 
greatly mifreprefented. 
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Steps taken Mr. Uarley and Mr. St. John, long beforif 
by the Mi-fhey were advanced to the Head of the Mini-' 
** ^^' ttryy had entertained Thoughts of putting an 
End to the War, and thereby recommended 
themfelves to the Queen and the NatioB. 
They had privately treated with fome Agents 
of France J particukrly Mr. ^/. John with the 
Sieur Gualtier, a French Prieft, who for fome 
Time was protefted by Count Gallas, and after' 
Wards employed by Count Mallard, then a Pri- 
ibner at Nottingham, to forward Letters between, 
him and his Court. But in 1710, when theii^ 
Gentlemen were brought into foil Plav, a Pa- 
per called ^e Examiner was inimediatehr fet u]^ 
under their Influence, and condu£led by Mr*; 
Prior, Dr. S^wifi, Dr. Freind, Mrs. Metnle^^ 
Mr. Oldfrjoorth, and fome others ; the Defign o£ 
which was to aggravate the Faults of the late 
^Mini&ry, to repreicnt them as Enemies to tlxe 
Church and Conftituticm, Men who del^htdd m 
War and to recommend an immediate Pacifica-' 
tion, which indeed at that Time began to be 
much wifhed for. All the Wit, Ramery, and 
even lBve£Uve that thefe great Mea were Mi^ 
ft»rs of, was employed on this Occa£on : And < 
St had in goieral the defired V£k&, fo iar as to 
iecure the public Voice in their Pavour. ft 
muil be confefled, that by art folly blending togedier 
the Words Church, Slueen, Loyalty, Peace, oa the 
one Side, and Whig, Junto, Re^lscan, FaSmi 
■on the other, they had the Addreis to carry 
every thing before them, and to involve all the 
Friends of the late Miniilry in their Accufii- 
tion. We have already taken notice what was 
the Subfbnce of this Charge, efpecially with 
regard to the Prolongation of the War; and 
the Reader may fee more of it in the following 
Letter to the Examiner, which is prefixed to the 
Colle£lion of thofe Papers, and writ by Mr. if* 
John, afterwards Lord Botinzhroke', 
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SIR, 

* \X/HEN I read t&c Inttodo6lk)tt toMr. 5^. 

* VV your Paper, it was great Satisfkaion ?'''*"*• ^^ 

* for me to find, that Somebody had undertaken ^Exavtin^^. 

* to fumiih Mankind with a Weekly Antidote 

* to that Weekly Poifon, which by the Prefix 

* dent and inferior Members of a Fadious Ca^ 
' bal^ is ib profufely fcattered thro* the Nation^ 

* You have fufficiently e3qx)(ed the * Letter 
' which you chofe to begin your Examinations 

* with. How little of that Probability, which 
*• ought to be carried through the whole Thread 
^ of a well-invented FaWe, appears in it ! How 
^. little Regard is paid to that Juftne^ and Pro- 
< pricty of Chara^er, without which CompO' 
' fitions of this Kind are as nwaftrous, as diat 

* Government mui): be, where Snhmiffion is 
^ made die Duty of the Prince,^ and Donu&ioa 
'. the Prerogadve of the Subje£l I 

* Btttfuch is the fmgular Modeily of that 

* fl^dask, which the Minifters of tlte Crown 

* .hav<, with fo much Advantage to themielvesy 

* nursed up, in Oppofition to the Crown } that 
^ you mvik exped to have the (kmc Arguments 
« ftill purfued. The Ohfer<vmt9ry the .Renfitnji/y 

* the f Cen/ir of Great Britam, who rcfcmbles 

* the fiimous Cen£>r of Rottw 'vor nothing, but 
^ eipouimg the Caufe of the Vanquiihed, with 
^ the Croud of Hireling Scribblers,, will hope,. 

* by a few felfe Colours, and a great many im- 
^ pudent Affertions, at laft to perfuade the Peo- 
' pie, that the General, the qmmnUtm Treafnre,, 
^ and the Junto, are the only Objedb of the 

* Confidence of the Allies,, and of the Fears of 
' the Enemies : For the Queen, and the whole 
^ Body of the ^ri>^ Nation Nesnsa/us 

* nts fumus^ 
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' Surely therefore, the Argument which yotf 
'have undertaken, fhould be carried further^ 

* Allow that the Freticlk have recovered Hearty 
' that they rife in their Demands, that the 
' Conferences at GerfrM^denburgh were broke off 
^ by them, whilft our Plenipotentiaries did all 

' ^ that poffibly could be done to obtain a fafe and 

* honourable Peace: Allow^ I fay, all this;' 

* not becaufe it is true, for the contrary fhall 

* one Time or other be made out to the World,. 
^ when the true State of our prefent ConditioiC 

* wiU be fet in a clearer Ught ; yet that OditiraC 

* which the Minifters and their Fadtion endea — 

* vour to throw on the Queen, and on thofeS 
^ who have appeared at Her Call, and in Hea^ 
' Defence, will with more Juftice be laid a.'C 

* their own Door. 

* Paint, Sir, with that Force Which you aner 

* Matter of, the prefent State of the Waj* 

* abroad, and expofe to public View thofe Pmi-* 

* ciples, upon which, of late, it has been du-- 

* ried on, fo different from thofe, upon whid^ 

* it was originally entered into. 0>lU£fc foine 

* few of the Indignities which have been thi^ 

* Year offered to Her Majefty, andof thofe un- - 

* natural Struggles, which have betray'd the . 

* Weakneis of a ihatter'd Conllitution : And 
f when this is done, D n fhall blufh in hii 

* Grave among the Dead, W ^U amon^ 

, .* the Living, and even Vol^^^^m fhall feci fome 

* Remorfe. * 

* * Forgive me. Sir, if in that Warmdi whicE ' 

* thefe Refledions occafion, I anticipate in- ibn^ ' 

* Meafure the Subjeft, and encroach on the 

* Province which belongs to you, * i 

* To reftore the Spstnijh Monarchy to the ' 
*- Houfe of Auftria^ who by their own SupittC- , 

* nefs, and the Perfidy of the French, had loft 
. * it ; and to regain a Barrier for Holland^ which 

' lay naked and open to the Infults of Frmia % \ 
' were the wife and geaerous Motives, whkk • j 
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' etig^ed Britain in the prefent War. We cn- 
^ gaged as Confederates, but we have been made 
' to proceed a& Principals: Principals in Expence 

* of Blood and Treafure, whilft hardly a fe- 
' cond Place in Refpe^ and Dignity is allowed 
' to us.' 

, * In the Year 1706, the laft of thefe two 
' Motives was effedlually anfwered by the Re- 

* dudion of the Netherlands ; or might liavc 
' been fo, by the Con<cefnons, which it is noto- 

* rious that the Enemy offered. But the firft 

* Motive remained ftiU in its full Force 5 and 

* we were told, that though the Barrier of Hoi- 
f landvf2& fecured, the Trade of Britain^ and 

* the Ballance of Power in Europe^ would be 
^ ftill precarious. Spain therefore was to be con- 

* quered, before we laid down our Arms, and' 
' we were made to expeft, that the whole At* 
^ tention of our Minifters would be applied to 

* that Part of the War. Like Men of rcfjgned 

* Underilandings, we acquiefced, and flattered 
^ Qurfelves, That fince Holland had been fecured. 
' in the firft Place, Britain would be taken care 
^ of in the fecond. But alas \ thefe Expe6lati«' 
^ OBiS, like many others, have failed us. 

• From that Point of Time to thjs Jiour, 

* France has continued like a great Town, in- 
^ veiled indeed on every Part, but attackeji on- 

* ly in one. In Spain, in Savoy, on the Rbine^ 

* enough, and but juft enough has been done, 

* to ferve as a Pretence for Eftimates, and De- 
' -mands of Supplies : But nothing decifive, no* 
^ thing which had the Appearance of Earneft, 
*■ has been fo much as attempted, except that wife 
f Expedition to Tpulqny which we fuflfered to be 

* defeated, before it began. The whole Streis 

* of the War has been wantonly laid, where 
f France is beft able to keep us at Bay j as if we 
^ fought only to make Oftent^tion of our Va- 
^'. lour,- apd of our Ricl^es. Towns have been 
f takeoj m4 Battles have been wga > Uifi M.o\» 



1^14 ni HISTORY^/ . 

« hat huEZaM round Bonfires.' tiic SiMif d 

* the Chapel has Uramed his Throat k dieGat 

* Icry^ and the Stentor of Sanm has deaffened 
' his Audience from the Pu^it In tiie mean 
' while, th^ French King has withdrawn Troop 
' from $/<z/V, -and has put it out of his Power 
' to reftoi^ that Monarchy to us, was he ttsk- 

* ced low enough really to defire to do it. Tke 
' Duke of Jnjou has had Leifure to take off 
^ thofe whom he (u^ei^ed, to confirm his 
^ Friends, to regulate his Revenues, to enaaie 
f and form his Troops, and above all, to rooze 
' that Spirit in the Sfaiin^ Nation, which a Sue- 
' ceffion of lazy and indolent Princes had klkd 
^ aileep. 

* From hence it appears probaHe enough, tkit 
' if the War continue much longer on thepr^ 

* fent Foot ; inftead of regaining Sfaim, we flaB 

* find the Duke of j^njou in a Condition to 

* pay the Debt of Gratitude, and fi^portthe 

* Grandfather in his declining Years, by whofe 
^ Arms, in the Days of his Infancy, he w^ 

* upheld. The DufcJ^ will have a larger 9sA 
« a better Country than their own, at the Ex- 

* pence of BrU'aift, conquered for them, bf 
^ thofe Minifters, who once thought it impbli- 
' tic to ccmfent, that even Oftmd ihould be mi^ 

* a Part of their Barrier. The Emperor has 
^ already Bavaria^ the Dutchy of Mamhia, th^ 
« State of Mi/an; and the Kingdom of NifkSf 

* Sicily y and fome other Places dq>endent oii 

* thefe, may be added to his Portion ; and by 
' the little Care he now takes to fupport King 

* Charles, we mayeafxly judge how great 
^ his Concern will be, if that Prince fhookl h^ 

* deprived of all the reft. 

' Britain may exped to remain exhaufled of 

* Men and Money, to fee her Trade diviied 
' aniongft her Nei^iboar», her Revvnoei anti- 
' cipated even to future GeneradoM^ and to 

^ biYt thti tuAj Q^ kft H«»> iirnn iathtt 
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^ proved a Farm to the Bank, a Province to 

* Holland, m^ a Jeft to the whole WotH. 

* If the Fafts I have mentioned are true, and 

* the Confequences I have drawn from them, 

* are naturally deduciWe from fuch Caufes, may 

* not the King of France reafonably hope, tho* 
^ Holland lho3d be aggrandized, that Britain 
'. will be in proportion weakened ? May he not 
' hope, in exchange for a few Towns, which 

* he either bought or ftolc m former Wars, to 
^ fecure the Spani/h Monarchy to the Houfe of 
' Bourbm for ever, by happily concluding this f ' 

* Let us now furvey the prefent State of our 

* domeftic Affairs, and examine whether from 
^ tiie Conduft of the Miniftry, and of the fac 
' tious Whigs, the French King has not good 

* Grounds to expeft to fee us in Confufion, and 
'' by Confcquence the gieat Band of the Con- 

* federacy diflblved. \ 

* Domeftic Occurrences, the more they are' 

* examined, the greater Weight will they add 

* 'to the fame Argunjent. 

- * You have, in your fecond Paper, pointed 

* out feme few of thofe innumerable Obligati- 
^ ons, which the Whigs have laid on the French 
■* King. Whenever you think fit to go to the 
^ Bottom of the Subjedt, J make no doubt but^ 

* it will evidently appear, that Lswis XIV.' 

* has Reafon enough to hope for Succeij from 

* the Meafures taken by the Minifters, and their 

* Faflion at home; as I have already fhewn, 
' that he has from the ConduA of the War' 
^abroad. , \ 

* Notwithflanding all the Pains which have 
' been taken to IclTen Her Charadler in the 

.^ World, by the Wits of the Kit-Kat, and the 
' Sages of the Cellar ; Mankind remains con-* 
' vineed, that a Queen poffeffed of all the Vir-^ 
•^ toca'requilite toSefs a Nation, or to make a* 
^private Family happy, fits on the Throne. 
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^ %^ an Excefs of Goodnefi fhe delighted to 

* raife fome of Her Servants to the higheft Dc- 

* gree of Riches, of Power, and of Honour; 
' and in this onW Indance can be faid to have 

* grieved any of Her Subjedls. 

' The Rule which Jhe had prefcribed to thefc. 

* Perfons, as the Meafure of their Condu£l, was 

* foon departed from. But fo unable were they . 

* to aiTociatE with Men of honefter Principles 

* than themfelves, that the Sovereign Authority . 
' was parcelled out among a Fadion, and made . 
' the Purchafe of Indemnity for an offending . 

' * Miniiler. Inftead of the mild Influences of a. 

* gracious Queen governing by Law ; we fbon. 

* . felt the miserable Confequences of Subje^om.. 

* to the Will of an arbitrary Junto, and to the . 

* .Caprice of an infolent Woman. 

* Unhappy Nation, which expedling to be go* 
' vemed by the Beft, fell under the Tyranny of 

* the Worft of her Sex ! But now. Thanks be to 

* God, that Fury, who broke lofe to execute 

* the Vengeance of Heaven on a finful People, 

* is reftrained, and the Royal Hand h already 

* reached out to chain up the Plague. 

In'vi/um numen terras ceelumqut U'vqhit, 

* One would cxpe£^, that on the firft Appear- 

' ance of the Queen's Difpleafure, thefe litde - 

* Tyrants fhould had Recourfe to Submiffion, 

* and to Reiignation. But they believed the 
' whole Nation as debauched and corrupted, as 
' thofe profligate Wretches, who wel^ in their 

* Confidence; they imagined, that under the 

* Name of their Prince, they fhould be able, to 
' govern againft her declared Intention;, and 
f having ufuiped the Royal Seat, relblved to 

* venture overturning the Chariot of Govern*. 
' ment, rather than to lofe their Place in it^ 
^ They fet their Mifirefs at opea ])e&ui«» nei-,^ 
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* ther, riieTies of Gratitude, nor the Bands of' ^ 
*• Allegiance, were any Reftraint to them, 

* Tiieir firft Attenrpt was to take that Privilege 
« from Her, which the meancft of Her Subjeds 

* enjoy, and Slavery was to purfnc Her, even into 
" Her Bed-chamber. 

* Here the Nation in general took the Alarms 
^ a Spirit of Loyalty began to rife> which the Fac^ 

* tion forefaw would no longer bear to have the 

* meaneft Sttbmtffion Khewn to th^ Miaifters, 
^ whilil common Decency was hardly ufed towards 
"* the Throne. The Gonfpirators refoired there- 

* fore to prec^tate their Meafures, and a Sermon 
"* was made the pretence of their Clamour. Thofe 

' who prove tbemfelves Friends to this Govern- ' 
^ mcnt by avowing Principles inconfiftent with 

* any, prefumed daily to try the Title of the " 
'* Queen, and to limit the Allegiance of the Sub - 

* jcft. The Party- Agents of erery Rank were 

* employed to declaim in public Places, and wt ' 

* had the Mortification to fee Cabals of Upftarts, 

* fit in Judgment on the Right and Authority of 
^* the Crown, who, had it not b^tn for the profd- 

* fion of Royal Favour, could have had no prc- 
' tence to be common Triers in any Caufe. 

* By long infipid Harangues, and fulfome Pane* * 
gyric, the Merits of the Miniflers were exalted t 
The whole fuccefs of the Adminiftration, botli 
at Home and Abroad, was fingly attributed to 
them ; and left the Queen (hould think fit to de- 
clare them dangerous, fhc was by neceflary Con- 
fequences from the Poficions laid down, declared 

' HerfelftobeUfelefs. 

* This Attempt had likewifc an Eficft, contrary 

^ to what the Proje£lors of it expcdled. The Fer- • 

* ment, inftead of abating, increafed? the Bulk 

* of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy; and Common-- 
' alty of5W/«/» declared themfclves loudly in the 
^ Caufe of their Prince { and thofe Diibrders which 

. L * \ift 
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* the Fadioa had raiied for their Security, threa-^ 

* tened their Deftrudion. 

* Not daunted yet, they refolvc to try a new 

* .Expedient; and the Intereft of Europe is to be > 

* jjcprefented as infeparable from that of the Mi- 
^ niflers. 

^ Hnud duhitant equidem imp&rare quod uf' 

quam tft ; 
Fie^ereji luqueunt fupir^s^ Acbtronta movebuut. 

* The Members of the Bank, the Dutcb^ and 

* .the Court of Vienna^ are ealled in as Confede* 
' rates to the Miniilry ; and fuch an Indignity is 
' joffered to the Crown, as no Man, who has the 
^ Jionoqr of his Country at Heart, can with Pa* 

* :tience hear. 

. * What a Weakneis in our Conftitntion, what . 

* a Sicknefi at Heart do thefe Symptoms, which 

* appear too openly, difcover? 

. * Thefe ace Signs which Ihew a Government to 

* be near its Di£blution: 1 hefeare Things which 
' Juftly give Encouragement to an Enemy. And 

* ^you would go to the Root of our Diftempcr, 

* thefe are the Topics you muft Infift upon, as the 

* real Caufes which have prolonged the War, dif- 
^ Xr2i6ttdi the Nation, and given France Spirit e- 

* iiough at laii to break off the Peace. 

,* And thefe are the Things, Sir, that deierve 
^ ,to pals under your Pen, that the Nation may be 

* .truly informed from what Springs our own Grie- 
' vances, and the Hopes o; our Enemies, have 

Mr. Prior is fuppofei to have been the Aa- 
• thoffofmanyof i\iQ \lK^ Examiners^ which are. 

npt particularly diflingui(hed : But the following ^ 
Oriticifm upon a Poem of Dr. Garih^t to the Earl 
of Godolphin^ is univerfally allowed to be his; as 
«iie Aufwcr which follows^ taken from, the Whig 
... Examhftr, 
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Examiner, is well known to be Mr. AM/on\ 
who iided wkh the Party in Diigrace. 

EXAMINER. 

N^ 6. TUfurfdayS^pt. 7. lyio. 

« npHE Colleaive Body of the Whigs We Mt. Pax- 

* X ' already engrofled our Riches ; and their r's Criti- 

* Repreftntaiives, the Kit Cat, have pretended ^o^^f^l 
« make "a Monopoly of our Senfe. Thus it hap- fef'^to^Lwd 
« pens, th^t Mr. P—- ~r, by h&ing expelled the Gods^in. 

^ Club, cbafes to.beaPoct; taidSir Harry F e 

* beconies one, by being admitted into it. 'Tis 
^ here that Wit and Beauty are decided by Plurality 
^ of Voices: The Child's Judgment (hall make 

* H y pafs for a Fool; and Jacob'^s Indulgence 

* fheU preferve Lady H'^-^t from the T^low- 

* Candle. 

• It is the Misfortune of onr Athens, likie that . 

* of anticnt Greece, to be governed by a Set 

« Number of Tyrants: The Works of learned . ". . = :\ . 

* Men kre weighed here by the unerring Balance 

* of Party, and he is fure to be themofl ingenious 

* in his'Writingi, who is, in their Phrafe, moft, 
' thorough-paced in his Politics. Treebohy kept 

* the general Applaufe for a whole Winter; white 

* poor Fhadra could fcarcc get into the Theatre, 

* *till Ihe had thrown herfelf at the Feet of one of . 

* thefe Regul'u It was in this Miiit that a curiofls 

* Piece of Poetical Workmanfliip was lately 

* wroijght, and, by the Mailers of the Company, 
« allowed as current and authentick Coin. Nol- 

* withftandifig which llamp of Authority, a Critic, 
^ unknown t ) me, has prefumed to make fbme 

' Obfervatlons upon this Performance; both which, 

* 1 hope Dr. Bently will excufe me for publifhing, 
' fince this is fuch Poetry as he Uas never found a, 

* mong the Greek or Laiin Writers. 

L 2 ?# 
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To the Earl of Go dolphin. 

WHILST weeping Europe bends beneath 
her Ills, 
And whene the Sword ^eflroys not. Famine killsi 
Our Ifle enjoys, by your fuccefsful Care, 
The Pomp of Peace amidft the >^oes of War. 
^ So much the Public to your Prudence owes. 
You think no Labours long for our Repofe : 
Such Condud, fuch Integrity are fhown. 
There are no Cofiers empty but your own. 
From mean Dependence Merit you receiver 
Cnalk'd you oiFer, and unfeen you give. 
Your Favour like the ^//r, Increafb beAowa^ 
And yet conceals the Source froiu whence it flows: 
So pois*d your Paflions are, we find no Frown, ^ 
If Funds opprefs not, and if Commerce run. •^ 
Taxes diminiih'd. Liberty entire, 
Thofe are the Grants your Services require. 
Thus far the State-Machine wants no Repair^ 
Sut moves in matchlefs Order by your Care : 
Free from Confuiion, fettled and ferene, 
And, like the Univerfe, by Springs onfeen. 
But now fome Star, imiller to our Frayen, 
Contrives new Schemes, and calls you from Affairs. 
No Anguifh in yx)ur Looks, nor Qires appear. 
But how to teach the unpradUsM Crew to Steer. 
Thu;» like fome Vi6lim, no Conflraiot yon need, . 
* To expiate their Oflbnce, by whom you bleed. 
Ingratitude's a Weed in every Clime, ^ 
It thrives too fall at firft, but fedcs in Time. • 
The God of Day, and your own Lot^s the fame. 
The Vapours you have raisM, obfcure your Flame* ■ 
But though you fuffer, and a while retreat. 
Your Globe of Light looks larger as you fet. 



;i 



A Letter to theEx a M i u e%, 

SEND you thefe Verfes inclofed, which I 
read with great Attention; and from the 
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•* Charafler of the Patron, as well as of the Poet, 
•• with no ordinary Inclination to be pleafcd. BuC 
'* fo dull am I, that there does not appear, to m/ 
•' Apprchenfion, either Poetry, Grammar, or 
•• Oefign in the Compoiition. The whole 
** fcems to be, as the fixih Editor of the OiJ^en/ary 
^ happily exprefles it, 

Aftrong unla6our*d Impotence ef Thought / ' 

* If we examine it by the neyv Teft of good Poe- 

•* try, Which the Doftor himfelf has eftabliihed,- . 

* pleafing at lirft Blaft, has this Piece the lealt 

* Title even to that ? Or, if we comjpare it with 

* the gnly Patten),- as he thinks, of jaft Writing 

* of this kind, O1//V, is there any thing in Dt 
' » WffAhy fowild, fochildifh, or To flat ?^ 

* ' What can the ingenious Do6lor mean ? Or at 
^ * what Time could he write thefe Verfes? Half p£ 

* the Poem is a Panegyric on a Lord Tfeafurer in 

* being; and the reft a Compliment of Condoleance 

* to an Earl that has loft the Staff/ 

* In thirty JJrv?? his Patron is a River, the Pr/- 

* mum Mobile^ a Pilot, a Vidlim, the Sun, any 

* • Thing, and Nothing. He beftows Increafe, 

* conceals )ak Soucce, makes the Machine move» 

* * teaches to ftcey, expiates our Offences, raifea 
** Vapours, and looks larger as he fets. 

* Nor is the choice of his Expreffions left exqui- 

* fite, than that of his Similes. For Commerce to 
* ' run, Pajpons to bepoixed, Meri^ to be * retriev 

* edfrom Dependance^ -and a Machine to be Serene, 

* is perfe^ly new. The Doflor has a happy Ta- 
' lent at Invention, and has had the Glory ofen- 
' riching our Language by his Phrafes, as much 

* "as he has improved Medicine by his Bills. 

* But to be more particular 

Andnxjhere the S^ord deftrofi f0t {(vyu OQr Pa- 
negyrift) Famine kills. 

L3 - \ 

* ^It is by M/ilaJke printed receiw, p, %t^^ U Vl% 
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* I could wiih the Verfa would have allowed of tie 

* Word Plague, or Pefiilence; for I fuppofe that*« 

* what the Author means. I have heard of t^e 
' Plague at Dantzkk » but what part of Europe F/i- 

* mine rages in, I know not. Why won't Phyfic 

* (land here ? It is better Senfe, and runs as wejl. 
^ What the Pomp of Peace is, I as little compre- 
^ prehend, as how it can be enjo)r*d anaidft the 
? Woes of War. 

Sac^ Cottdu8f fuch Integrity arejhofujn^ , 

^i?er€ an no Coffers empty but your Ofwn^ 

.^ Since there is fo little Poetry in this Couplet, J 
". * wi(h there wefe more Truth in it. Some Cqf- 

* fers, I have heard^ were empty three Wee^s 
' ago i and if they are not fo flill, the Nation is 
^ more obliged ao the Dolor's unpra&i(cd Cro^, 

* than to the experienced Pilot. 



Unask^dyou offe r ■ ■ 

* A great Difcovery ! I always thought til! iov> 

* he that was aik*d might be faid to give; but not 

* properly to offer. The malicious^ part of t}\e 

* World will, 1 doubt, be apt to obferve, Th4t 

* this Sentence, as it itands here, is as true in Fa^> 
l as it is exa£t in Language, 

Tour Favour^ like the Nile, Increafe be/to'ws. 

* If the Beauty of the Simile is to be judged pf 

* by the frequent Ufe which the Poets of all Ag^ 

* have made of it, fcarce any c^n come in Competi- 

* tion with the Do6lor*s River. The Nile on thefe 

* Oocafions is as trite, as the Stories of /r^rirjanid 

* Phaeton. I remember I ufed it when I was a« 

* bout Twelve,, in a Ne^w-Tear^i-Gi/t to my Un- 

* cle, and was heartily aihaoLed of it a Year after. 
^ A Schqol-Boy can no more mifs the Nile, than m 
' Friitcb AtChor^ NvVieuViftDcdkax^v^thfi Qjrtnd 
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• Monarch, can live without the Sun, that otlfcr 

* Simile m which the Doflor rejoices^. 



'Some Stars, fintfter i9 our PrMjerSf 



-^ 



Contriwt miv Schemes. 

Alii Icgunt Five Stars ; which makes this PaC 
fage intelligible. * I have often heard Aftrolbgcre 
talk of a fort of Influence the St^rs have upon 
human Afiairss bur I kn<*w of no Star?, but 
thofe in Mr. Bickerftajp^ Conftellation, that ever " 
contrived Schemes; ' dnd thofe two wefc eitfted 
under no- very benign Afpe6l» * 

* My Lord's Care, he tclli us, is (o teach the 
uiipraftifed Crew to fteef. 'By Crew, we are to 
undcrlland the Lords of the Treafory. A very 
civil Exprcfiion f But as to the fenfe of it: WHat 
Affinity is therebetween crew and (leering? 'I3 
fleering the bufmefs of the whole Ship's cre^?' 
This is the true Image of the WhfgSche/he, 

* where every Man is his own Pilot, 

« If we read the two^ next Lines, we fhall find 

* thefe People have wounded him ; and yet,- like 

* the beft-natur*d Viflim imaginable, heneedstio 
•• conftraint to expiate their Offence. AH this is- 

* what the French call Gallimatias^ and what tlve 

* l^ngUJh Critics term Nonfenfi, But what fol- 
*• lowf.^ For fjchom you Bleedi Bleed f What,' is 

* the- Devil in the Doftor, to mention fucK 3 

* Word', and give fo unlucky a Hint ? I hojied 
' that this point had been fo well guarded, that 

* there could be no farther need of an AA of fccu- 
*• rity. 

ntGodofDayy and' your o^n Lots the fame^ 

*' A hundred" pound for a Genitive Cafe! as old 
** Busby ufed to cry out upon fuch an Occafion.' 

• But to go- on, from Grammar to Decency. 
*- Of this Happinefs of Great Britain^ is any part 
*' afcribcd to the Queen ? To this Mach\ti^» v^VvVOiw 

L 4. * IMW^3^ 
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* xnover To like the Umver&» <ioes the Royat 
^ Hand give any Turn? Methinks he might at 

* lead aliow Her Majefty as much as his Friendi 

* did in the Coronation-Medal. 

FICEM GBRIT tLLAi 

^ But» u the Poet obTenres^ 

IfigrAtitudii a Wad in i*v»rjf CSm§% 

* « He will give me leave, i& my own Tnm^ t» 
I pbferve^ That in Dw S^bafiUm i&i^» 

Ingrattiui^i the Qm»i$k (fftfvtrj €Umi* 

* What OccaiiDn w«» diere of alterii^ a Verfe hfr 

* thought fit to deal I This i» being a moer i?aii- 

. * ditti in Poetry, to rob and t^urder too. Bat 

* who is to be charged with this Ingratitude ? The 
' whole Body of the Nation did indeed wifli the: 
' Treafurer out; but *twas Her Majefty only that 

* could difpl^e him. Such ai« th^e Compliments. 
*- which the Crown receives from, this Anti-nKH 

* narchical Academy. ^celW FoeU« datiful 

* Subje«sf 

' i could give you many more Obfervations up- 

^ on the Beauties of this fublime Panegyric, if I had 

. ' my Longinus by me. It has been corrected, £ 

^ find, twice oi: thrice already ; and if the Author- 

. ' corredts it once more, I am fo well acquainted 

. . ^ with his lucky performances that way, that I 

* don't doubt, but I (hall be tempted to write to 
' you again upon the fame Subject. He will not 
' be like himielf, if he does not fliift his Patfon as 

* well as liis Phrafes ; and it won't furpriase me at 
' ' all, if in the next Ediuon the Poem (houkl<:ome 

* out infc.i^bed to the late Treafurer of Ireland, . 

* But I believe by this Time the Towa is ti-- 



* red with the Vcrfea^ .and you with the. Criti- 

* cifms of 

Thtr mfi Hmlli Strvakf, 

Philooinglb; 

* My unknown Friend Mr. Phibdis^li has U« 

* l&en my Province frofs me : However, I am ob-» 
' lig^d to bim for hin Ei^y. The bed Re^ur^ 

* which can be m^'^. tK) an ingenious Man, is to 

* aftbrd him freih matter toemploy his Thoughts, 
' and more Opporttinities of. (h^ing his Sagacity. 

* For this Reafon I prefent my Brother ^;rtf/«/Vy^r 

* with a l^iddlft which was ient me by a Sage, ■ 

* Hiidious of i?gy///tfff Knowledge, and much ad-^- 
' dieted to the Hieroglyphics. 

ne RIDDLE/. ., ' 

SPHINX wasaMonller, that vi(0Qld eat ^ 
Whatever Granger fhe could get; ' 
Unleis his ready Wit difclos'd 
The fubtle Riddle ihe propos'd. 

O^W/^j was refolv'd to go, . ^ 
AjA try what ilrength of parts cou'd do^ 
^2Cy ^'Sphinx t On this depends your Fate; - 
Tell me what Animal is that, 
Which has four Feet at Morjiing bright; . 
Has twa at Noon, and three at Night ? 
'Tis Man,- faid he, who weak by Nature, , 
^t &ft creeps like his Fellow- Cieature, 
Upon all ibur: As Years accrue, 
WiXhilurdy ftpps he walks On two: 
i^ AgCf at length, growu weak and fick,' , 
For his third Leg adopts his Sti^k. ■ 
; Now in your turn, '.tisjuft, njethinks, . 
Yda (hould refolve me, madam Sphinx^ . 
What ftrpnger Creature yet is he, 
WbQiuu fi^ JU&St then.twQ^ thODlUui^i 
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Then lofts one, then gets tic morei 
And i^ns away at iaft» on four ? 

It feems as if Mr. Aidifin had ^un his papeff^ 
chiefly to pay his Regard to Mr. PRiOR*^ Re- 
siarks aifd Riddle : the firft Number of it, whiclk 
we hear infert, being dated only a Week aftep 
them, t ihall not interfere ki the Difpute betiveeik 
thefe Gentleraenj, farther than to deal impartially 
with both fides, and leave the comparifoa of Iheic 
two pieces to the Reader-s Judgment 

n€ WttlG-ExAMINBRr. 

N°. ». nurfilaxBepHmhir 14. 171©*, 

. • T^H E Defign of this Work is to cenfurej 

>l'i "^l" * A the Writings of othew, and to give all 
iww» ' * Perfons a Re hearing, wha hav^foficrcd under 

* any unjull fentence of the Examiner, As- that 

* Author has hitherto proceeded^ his paper would 
' have been more properly entitled the E:ficuti9* 

* net: At lead, his Examination is like that whicK 

* is made by the Rack and Wheel. I have. 

* always admired a Critic that has difcovered 

* the Beauties of an Author, and never knew 

* one who made it his bufmefs to taih the 

* Faults of other Writers, that was not guilty 

* of greater hinifelf; as the Hangman is general- 
' ly a worfe male&dlbr than the criminal £at fuf«. 

* fers by his Hand. To prove what I fey, there. 

* needs i\p more than to read the Annotations^ 
' which this Author has made upon 'Di^GartFt Po» 

* em, with the Preface in the Front, and a Riddle at; 
' the end of them. To begin with the iirft : Did e- 
' ver an Advocate ^t a party open with Aich an nnr 
' fortunate Aflertion I fhe ColftShje Body oftB^ 

* Whigs have already engroffed our Riches : That h^ ' 
€ in plain Bw^J^, the Whigs arc poflefs*d of aB the. 
< Riches in the Nation. Is not this giving op alt 
f he has been contending for thefe fix Weeks f 1% 

^ {here any tluDgmim x«?&iAbW> thantibt thoft 
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•'who have all the Riches of the Nation in their 
. ' pofiefnon ;^ or, if he likes his own phrafe better, 
*' as indeed I think it is ilronger, that chofe who 
' have already engroiTed our Riches, fhould have 
' the management of our publick Treafures, . and 
'the diredlion of our Fleets and Armies? But let 
'' us proceed: Their Repnfentati've the Kit-Cat' 
*' btrve pretended to make a monoply 9/ our Senfe. 
\ Well, but what does all -this end' in I If the A»- 
' thor means any thing, it is this: That-topra- 
-'' vent fuch a monoply ofSenfe, he is refolved to 
'deal in it himfelf by Retail, and fell a penny*- 
' * worth of it every Week. J a what follows, there 
'is fuch a Ihocking. Familiarity both in his Rail- 
' ' leries and Civilities, that one. cannot long be in 
' doubt who is the Author. The remaining part 

* - of the preface has fo much of the Pedant, and fo • " 
'-'little of theConverfation of Men: in it, that I 

' ' ihaH pafs it over, and haften to the Riddles. 

' The.firft part of thi& little myllical Poem is an i 
' old Riddle, which we could have told the mean- 
' ing of, . had not the Author, given himfelf the 
' trouble of explaining it; rbut as. for the Expofiti* 
•'on of the fecond, he leaves us altogether in the 

* dark/ The Riddle runs thus: . JVJ^at Creature 

* is ititbat ivalks jipon four. Legs in the Mornings . 

* '/cw Legs at Nooni and three Legs at Night?, This 

* he folves as our .Forefathers have xlone for thefc 
' ' two thoufand' Years; and not according to Rahe^ 
' 'iais^ who gives another Reafon why a ^fan is 
'. faid to be a. Creature with three Legs at Night. 

* -Then follows the fecond Riddle: ff oat Creature, 

* iays hci jsit thatfirft ufes four Legs ^ . then itufy 
' Legs, then tbr$t Legsi then iofes one Leg^ then 

* 'gets i*wo Legs^ , and at lafi runs, a^way upon four^ 
« Legs? Were I difpofcd to be fplenctic, I fliould. 
'.:afk if there, was- any thing, in. the. new Garland of. 

* Riddles fo wild, fochildilh, or" fo flat: But tho' 
' I dare not go fo far as tjiat, I fhall take upon me ' 
' "to fay, that the Author has llolcn his Hint out of 

* tb& Garland^ ,frbm a Riddle which I was better 
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^ acquainted with than the NiU when I waa but 

* twelve Years old. It runs thus: RsddJk mjf Rid-^ 

* d/e fftf Rii, nubat is this f Two Legs Jkt upon 
' three Legs, und held ome Leg in her Hmstdi> in 
^ came four Ligs^ and/nntcl^dmuaf one Leg; up 

* ftarted two Legs^ and fiung three Legs aifour 
** Legs^ and brought one Leg ba<k agaifu Thu B« 

^ ' nigoiia, joinM with the foregoing tW9, risgs alL 

* the Changes that can be noade upon four Leg!. 
'* That I may d^l mone iogenaoufly with my Rea-v 

* der than the above mentioned Enignamift has^ 

* done, I ihall prefent him with a Key to my &id- 

* die; which upon application he will fiad exadly^ 

* fitted to all the Words of it : One Leg is a Lcg/ 
' of Muttqjf ; two Legs is a Servant-numi, named^ 
' fo from the number of her L^s ; three Legs k a-. 

, * Jo?nt*ttcol, which iuthe Sphinxh Cooatry.was^ 
' called a Tripode ; as four Legs is a Dog» who in^ 
' all Nations and Ages has been reckoned a Qua- 

^ ' druped. We have now the £xpo£tion of our 
^ lirfl and third Riddles upon Legs; let us here, if 

* you pleafe, endeavour to find out the meaning of 
^ our iecond, which is thus in the Author^s Wonis: 

What ft ranger Creature yet is he^ 

* That has four Legs ^ thent*wo, thenthrai 
Then lo/es one^ then gets t*wo mor^. 

And runs away at laft onjotsr ? 

' * This Riddle, as the Poet tells as, was prope- 
« fed by OEdipus to the Sphinx^ after heliad given 
< his folution to that which the Sphinx had propa- 
^ fed to hihi. This Oedipus , yOu muft underftaad^ 
^ tho* the People did not believe it, was foo to a 

* King of Thehes, and bore a partkular Grudge 
^ to the Treafurer of that Kingdom; wkich mm 

* him fo bitter upon his Lordfliip in thia Enigina* 



Whesi Pranger Creature yet is he^ 
^l^th^sfiurlegs, tbentyo^ thtitikrUt 
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** By which he intimater, that thia great Man at 

* nikti being weak by iiature> a» he^dsiirably 
^' exprefles it, could not walk as ipon as he was 
'born, but,. Uke other Children, fell upon all 
'^four when he attempted it; that he afterwards 
'^ went upon two LegS/ likeother Men ; and that 

. * in hi» more advanced ag;? , . he gQt a white Staff 
•in Queen Jo<afta^i Coiut».. which our Author 
^' calls his third Leg*. Now it So happened that 
' the -Tiiearttrcr felK , and. by that means broke his 

* third Leg» which is intimated by the next Words, 
*' Thin b/es tfiw,-r— -^^Thps fiw 1 think we have 
' UftYeUod thro* the Riddfe wi^gooditicceis. 

What ftr anger Creature yet u be^ 

¥Aat iKufauiP L^s^ . then. Uw»f tben-thtee ? 

Tbtn^kjHO Mt * 

' Bat now oome8*the difficulty that has puzzled 
'the whole Town, . and which I mud con&fs has 
kept Bie awake for thefexhree Nighu : : 



.* 



' ■ ) ■ . Tbett gets tm^ nmrt. 
And rims -away at lafi on/our. 

' I at' lad: thought the Trcafurer of fT^^i^f/. might 
/ ' have walkM upon Ctutches, andib ran away on 
^ four Legs, <v#Ve. two neural and two.arti£cial. 
*" Bat this 1 ha?e np Aq^rity for; axud therefore 
' upon mature coofidejcatioo^ do £nd' that the words 
^- (f binges t«wQ wri} are only Greek Expletives^ 
* introduced to makeup the Verfe, and to iignify 
*•' nothing ; and thi^t runSf in the next Line, ihould 
< be rides ^ I ihali thef efbce seftore tiie true anti* 
^ ent reading of this HiddJej, after which it will 
I be ahktoexplain itfeff. 

Of^jKifpeaks: 



NrwhtynfrTiirn, ^tisjufi^ meihinh. 
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What firanger Creature yet is h't^ 
Who has four Legs 9 thtn t*wOi then three i; 
7hen lojes one^ then gains two more, . 
And ridis afwqy-at lajt on four-? 

** Imuft^ now inform theRtedcr^ that Theiesvf^ 
< on the Continent, fo that it was eafy for a Miu- 
*- to rideout'of his Dominions on Horfeback; dn 
^ Advanta|e that a Rr'ittj^ Statefman M^oald be d^- 
* ' privcd oti' If he would run away, he muft do • 
*• it in an open Qoat; for to fay fo of. an Es^lijb' 
^ man ia this Senfe> that he runs away on aH fbuh,. 
' would be as ab&rd as to fay> he'clapped Spuh. 
« to his Horfe at St. James'&GdXty and gjdlop'd 
*• away to the Htf^«^. 

* Before I take niy Farewel of thisSubjed, I 

* (halladvifc the Author for the future to fpeak his ^ 

* meaning more plainly. T aliow he has a happy 

* Talent at Dbggrel, when- he writes upon a known . 

* • Subjcft; Where he tells us^ in> plain intelligible 

* Languflg^,. how Cori/cd'i Ladle was loft in one 

* hole, and Hans Car<uePs Finger in anbther, ho 
** is very jocular- and diverting; but- when- he 

* wraps a Lampoon in a Riddle, . he muft coofidec 
' that his Jeft is lofl.to every one but the few mer- 

* ry Wags that are in the fecret. This- is irttoking 

* darker Satires than ever Pet;fius did. After thft 

* curfory view of the £Ar«m/>n?r*6 performance, l€t 
'us confider his Remarks upon the DoflorV. 

* That general piece of Raillery which he paflei 

* upon the Doftor's coAfidering • the Trcafurcr iii 

* fcveral different views, is that which might fall 
* ' upon any Poem in Waller^ or any other Writer 
•' who has divcrfity- of Thoughts and Ailafions : 
*" And though it maiy appear a pleafant Ridkaf^ . 
^*to an ignorant Reader, is wholly groondleis an(f 

* • unj uft. I do like wife diffent with the Examinir^: . 
•-upon the Phrafes oi Paffiom heing poijedi zxkdi of:' 

* the retrieving MeYitfrom Dependance, which are : 
'- very beautiful and poetical. It is the 'fisme -Oh 
I viiljiig Spirit Uttt finds fault wiUi tluttfixp^flkxi 
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^ of the Pomf ofPnaa amUft the Wbes ofWaryZ^. 

* well as qf offering unajk^dl As for the Nile, hoyf 
^ Jkarn^ zn^rhaefvn came to be joined with iu h 
*• cannot conceive* I moftconfWs they have been^ 

* formerly ufed to reprefent the Fate of rafli andi 
' ambitions Men;^ and I eannot imagine; why the, 

< Author (houM de^rnpe ^s of tho(ib particalar Si* 

* miles for the fbturcv The nexf Criticifm, upon, 

* the Stars^ feems intJ!oddced'for no-other Reafoni 
' but to mention lAt.Bithr/taff^ whom the Au- 
*' thor Jtvery where endeavours to imitate andabufe> 
« B{it I ftalj refer t^c Bxamimr to the Frog's Ad* 
*- vjce to her little one, that was. blowinj^ itfejf up> 

* to the Siase of an Ox i; 

'^ Konfi Ti ruperiSf^ i^if§. 
Far* iris ■ ■ ■ ■■ "* - , 

*.The Alhfiott to the Viaim maj^ be a Galli- 
^ matias in /r^v/i^ Politics, bQ^is an apt and noble> 

* Allufion to a. true Engli^S^piritt Aiid as for the 

* Examiner*^ ^eqi^rhs ott the Word^B/eed (tho''a 
*' Man would lapgh to fee impotent Malice fo little 

< able to contain itfelf} one cannot but obferve m 

* them the Temper o£t the Batufit/i, whom he 
^ mentions in the ikme Paper, who always murder 
^ where they rob^ The laft Obfervation is Upon 
.* the Line, Ikgratitude^s a Weed'of en>irf Clime. 

* Here he is very much, out of Humour with 
« the Doapr, for having called that the fTeed 

* whidi Dryden only terms the Growth of every 

* Clime. But, fi)r God-fake, why fo much Ten-* 

* demefs for Ingratitude ^ 

• 3ttt I fiiaH fay no more: We are now in an 

* Age where impqdent Affertions muft pafs for Ar-' 
'' guments \ And I don^t queHion but the fiime., 

• ,. who has mdeavoured here to prove, that he who * 

* wrote the Di/penfary was no Poet, will very fod-* 
^ denly undertake to (hew» that he who ^^ained 
I the Kittle of Blenheim is no CencFal. 
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Mr. Addifon publiflied only fa^ Numters of t}it^ 
' Whiz Examiner. The fecood and fourth are ia 
Anfwer to Lord B^UnghrM^ Letter to the Examu 
msr } -but I mad not infert them for wafit oi Room. 
He. is afterwards faid^to haveaiTiiUd Mr. Matvwa-^ 
riMg, Mr. S/ee/e, JDr. Httre^ Mr. Oidmixon^ and 
Others^ in carrying on tke Medlsy^ a Paper which^ . 
at it was intended only for an Anfwer to the Exa* 
miner, Sii2^ dropped^ the next Week after it, in. 
Juguji 1 7 1 1 . I fliaJl only ^bferve of thefe two 
lUvals, that the Examiner was thooght in general 
to iiaire moch the moft Wit. 

The Inclinations of the new Minifters were fo 
eifedually made known to tut French Court, that 
the Marquis de Iqrey, at the Beginning of the Year 
171 1, cranfmitted to fii^^zff^ the following Pro- 
pofitiocs^ which were datedthe 22d of Jprii^ 

Tlae firft ' A ^ ^^'^^ not to be doubted but the King is in 

Propofitions « £\^ a Condition to main^in the War with 

of. France. , q^^ . ^^ -^ ^^^^^^ ^ eftccmed a Sign of Weak- 

' nefs, that his Majedy breaks the 8iIeoce that he 

* has kept£ooe the Separation of the Conferences 

' of Gertrujdenburgh i arul that before the Opening . 

* of the Campaign, he ftijl gives new Proofs of the 

* l>cfii« that he has always preferred to pmcure 
V the Re-eihbliihment of t^e Rejpofe^of Eur^ : . 
' But afijer the Exp^ience he has n;iade of the Sqi- 

* tjmentsof thoie«vho now eoverq thp lUpnUic 
^ qf UoUanil^ Zfi^ of thejf InouHry to xendpr the 

* Negotiations f/ uitiefs, he is willing, for the Fub* • 
' lic]^ Goodf to.ad^re^ to the Ef^lijh Nation the. 
' Propofitions that he thinks fit to make to end the 
< , War, and fijrmly to fecure the general Taanquil-: 

* Jity of Chrifteadoia. . 

\ * It is with this View, t;ha( the, King o&ks to 

* tic^^of Pe^ce i^n tl^ fia£s..of the £allQwing 
I Conditions* 

I. ''That the EngH/h (hall have mlSecqrities lo- 

I cxercifc tlieir Commerce hereafter inSpuin, to 

' ■ ■ f die 
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^ die Miesi and in the Ports of iht MJiierra* 



II. The King will agree to f&rm in the L^nxr 

• Coun fries a fufficient Barrier for the Security o£ 
^ the Republic oi HolUmd » and this Barrier ihall 
*- be agreeable to England, and to the good liking 

* of the Ehgl^ 'y his Majefiy promiung, at tho^ 
'^ fame Time aiik entire Liberty and.Secuiity for 
^ the Commerce of the Rufcii 

III. *■ Reafonable Means (hall be fincerely and 
•• io»£ fii fought out for,, to fatisfy the AlBes of? 
^ England and Holland. 

IV. *- As the good State of the Afl&irs of the 
** King of Spain furniihes now -E^edients to end 

* the Di^rence touching that Monarchy, and to 
^ regulate it to the Content of the Parties intereft- 
^ ed, fincere Endeavours fhall be ufed to furmooot 
'* the Difficulties raifed on this Occafion, and ^o 

* fecure the State, the Commerce* and g^eraljy 
*- the Intereilof alLthe Parues engaged in the pxe- 

• feat War, 

V. *' Th6> Conferences fo treat of the Peace up- 
^ on the Baits of thefe Conditions (hall be immedi" 
•• ately. opened* and the Plenipotentiaries that the 
' King (hall nominate to affift thereat, (hall treat 
*: with, thofe of England and Holland alone, or 
'- jointly with thofe of their Allies^ at the Choice 

• oi England.. , 

* VI. * His Maj^dy.propofos the.Cities of y//V 
*- la Qhapelk and Leige for the Place where th^ 
•Plenipotentiaries (tiall be afTembled, referring it; 

* to England to chufe one of thofe two Cities to 

• treat therein of the general Peace. Given at MarU :. 
*- the twenty fecond Day oijpril, .1711. 

DE-Toiicy. 
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Aprrl zy, Mr. Secretary St, John tranfmits thefe Propofi- 

X711. O. S. tions to Lord Raby^ tlie Queen's Ambaflador at the 

HagtUy with Orders to communicate them to the 

Penficnary, * To affure that Minifter the Q^em 

* was refolved in making Peace, as in making 

* War, to aft in perfedl Concert with the Stata j 
« and defires the Secret may be kept among as f<w 

* as pc^Sble. He confcffes that the Terms of the 

* fevcral Propofitibns are very general ; that there 

* is an Air of Compraifance fhewn to England^ and 
. • the cmtrary to Holland, which might be of ill 

* Confequence, but caa be of none, as bng^ as the 
' Queen and States' take Care to underfland each 

* other, and to aft with as little Rcferve as bccom'c* 
f two Powers fq nearly allied in Intercft : And dc- 

* fires the Pepfionary tpbeaflured, tiiat'ihis Ri^e 

* ihall on our Par: be inviolably obfervcd*^ 

Jfef as and ^^^^ Rahy, by his Letters to Mr. St. John^ jm 
25, 17 1 1. anfWer to thefe Orders and AiTurances, acquaint! 
K. S» him, * That the Penfionary had, with thofc jpf 

< that State who had been formerly employed ;n 

* the Ncgotlatfohs of Peace, confidered Monfieor 

* Di Torcy^s Propofiiions, and the obliging Manner 

* in which Her MajeHy was pleafed to . commlini*' 

* cate them l That they thanked Her. M^cfly for 
*' Her Confidence in them» and aflure Her, th^ 

* theirs is reciprocal ; and that as Her Majcfly had 
^ promifed, (he will make no Step towards a Peace 
' but in Concert with them, they defire ihe may 
*■ be aifured of the fame on their 2^n ; and that 
*■ they will make no Step in that, or any other 
« Kind of Negotiation, which, regards the mutual 

* Interefls of both Nations^ but inComnumic^tion* 

* and Concert with Her Majefty. They urge tjie 

< Neceflity of an entire Confidence one with the 0- 

* ther, at this critical Junfture ; they declare thcip- 
« felvei weary of the War, which they endeavour- 
' to conceal from the Enemy, led he fliould nua^ 

* his Advantage by it; and that they are ready te 
«• join in any Meafures, which her Majefly flnll 
^ think proper, ig obulu ^ gwd Peace. But thw 
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* look upon thefePropoiitions as yet« in the fame 
« Manner as the Secretary does, to be verv dark 
^ and general, and defigned to create Jealoubes be« 
^ tween Her Majefly, that Republic, and the AI- 

^ I^ ; but they depend upon Her Maje(ly*8 Juftip^ 

* and Prudence, to prevent any fuch ill EfTeft, and 
' hope ihe will make the French explain, more 

* particularly, the feveral Points contained ixk 

* them.* 

Lord Raly concludes^ * That he thought it ad- 

* vifeable, and neceilary, to go open with the Stages. 
' in this Matter of the Proportions i acquaints ttie 

* Secretary that all the Letters from France agree^I, 
• * that all the Hopes tlw Frencb had was to &w Jea- 
- ' loofies among the Allies/ And repeats hi3 Ad- 
■ "Vice, • That we moft a6l cautioufly with the States, 

* that they may have no Keafbn to accufe us, fpr 

* taking the Icaft Meafures without them.* 

But it ^tzs not long before Mr. Secretary Si. John, : : - i 
prepared his Excellency to have other Sentiments . 
of 'die Manner of carrying on this NegptLftiOn. aiyl 
acquaints him with the agreeable News, ' That jt May 2^ 
' was Her Majefty*s Pleafure, that his Excellent 
' ihottld make all poifible Hafte to come over« 
' fince her Service may better difpenfe. with his 

* Abfence at this Point of Time, than it will per- 

< lups do ac aitother, and fince we nuiH now ex* - 
' De£l to have very ibon upon the ^afis^ many 
' intrigues, poncertiing which the Quee& thinks it 
' expedient that he fhould confer with theMiniilers. 
' here 2 acquaints him, that Her Majefty defign- 

* ed, upon his Arrivals to giji^e him the ^ Promp* 
^ tion in the Peerage,, which he had.deiired.' And: 
then, that his Excellency might begin, to have; 
ibme Notions agreeable to the Senfe of our Mi- 
aiders, Mt* St\ J^iffx, in anfwcr to fome very 
long Letters of his Lordihip*s, te}ls him. in the^. 
Words* *That Britain, had gone fo much too fer ijk 

* The making him Earl of Straj^d 3 which was accprd«. 
lB|l:(doofi». 
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^ the ^pantardsy fhall be equally granted to th^ 

* Suhjc^ of Great Srifain, 

* That the Secret fhall be inavoidably kept, till 
' allowed to be divulged by the matoal Confent of 

* both Parties concerned. 

Mr.PftioR*8 The next was a Paper called, Mr. Paior s Au- 

Authority, thrity. This was iigned, Annb R. at the Top, 

_ and A, R, at the Bottom, not counteriigned, and 

^ without a Date ; and the Contents were^ Mr. Pa to a 

iifuify inftruBed and authorixid to communicate to 

France our Preliminary Demands^ and to brin^ us 

iatk the An^nuer. ' 

Thefe two Papers together were Mr. Paioa^ 
Powers and Inllrti€tions, or at leall all that were 
given in by him on his Examination ; biit by an 
Entry in Lord StraJ^ord*s Book, fubjoined to thefe 
private Propofitions carried ov^ by Mr. Frior> it 
appears that Mr. Prior h^d Orden to fee if France 
had full Powers from Sfain, 

There is no Account given of any Correfpon- 

dence with Mr. Prior during his S(ay in France; 

nOr does the certain Time of his Continuance there 

appear. Upon his Arrival there, Moniieur de Torcy 

^1^,3, N.S. tells Mr. St. John, * lie fa w with great Plcafore 

* M. Prior return after an Interval of fo many 
< Years ; th,at he could have wished, he had had 
' greater Liberty to employ thofe Talents which 
' he was perfuaded he would have made a good 
' Ufe of ; but he hopes Monfieur Mijnager will 
' fupply what he could not do.* Upon his Return 
he was attended by Monf. Me/nager, a Miniftcr of 
France, veiled with full Powers in due Form« • to 
treat, negotiate, conclude, and iign with fuch Mi- 
niilers, as fhould be authorized in due Porn:!, not 
by Britain only, but any of the Princes or Eftatei 
then in adual War with France, 

Mr. Prior ^^' ^^^^^» Monf. Me/nager, and the Abbe 
fcizU. Gua/tier, were fcized zt Canterbury in their Way^ 

« • Dated AuguJ^ j. 
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to London, by Mr. Macky^ the Mader of the Packet 
Boats, who had got Information of Mr. Prior's * 
Journey : But 4i does not appear that they were 
long detained. 

That Moni. Me/ttMgery upon his Arrival here, 
frequently conferred with the Queen's Minifters, 
appears by many Inflacces ; but the fubjeA Matter 
of thefe Conferences, the Times, Places, and par- 
tkular Ferfons with whom he treated, we £nd no 
Account of, till the 20th of September, 1 7 1 1 . 

By a Letter of Mr, Secretary St. Jobn^ then at 
London, of that Date to the Queen at Wind/or, it 
appears, that the Lord Treasurer, Lord Chamfajer-' - 
lain. Lord Dartmouth, and Mr. St. John, met > 
MonC. Me/nager that Evening at Mr. Prior^s- 
Houfe; which Meeting, as Mr. St. John {a,ys, 
was by Order of the Lords of the Committee df 
Cooncil i but feems unknown to the^Queen, until 
the Secretary acquainted her with it by this Letter* 

> 
MJDJM, 
' E Lords of the Committee of Council Mr. St. 
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met this Morning at the Cockpit, and di-7^^*'«^* 

* reded the Earl 0^ Dartmouth and myfelf to con-J!JJ^™ 

* fer with Monf. Mejnager, ^ 

' We faw him accordingly this Evening at Mr. 
' Prior*s Houfe, where my Lord Treafurer and • 
^ jny Loid Chamberlain were likewife prefent. 

* He has put into our Hands the Anfwer figned 

* hy the King of France to the Demands laft fent 
' over by your Majefty*s Order, and ihis Anfwer 

* complies with every Article, except the Eight 

* relating to l^orth America : We find, iiowever, 
' that we (hall be able to compound this Point, in 

* the Manner which your Majefty fome Time ago 

* .refolved to pafs it in ; provided France gave yoa 

* 'Satisfadion upon the feventh Article, as fhe has ^ 
' .now entirely done. 

.• 1 he Propofitions which are to be fent into. 
^ . Holland, as the Foundation of a general Treaty, 
« we have likewife received from him, and th^t 
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^ which was thought mod liable to Obje£Uo», Tata ■■ 

* been rery much mended. My Lord Treafuror 
' having however prqpofed fbme Arther Alteratiens 
^ in -order to make the whole the more palatable • 
' abroad; and Monfieur ik&/3v/7^^r feeming inclined 
^ to agree to tfaem^ I am this Night to draw them 
^ into Form, for my Lords of the Council to coiifi- 

* der To-moppow Morning, 

' This, Madam, being the prefent Situation of 

* theTreaty, your Servant? are unanimoufly of Opi- 
^ nion, that the Warrant and Fall Powers ihoold 
^ be |>repared this Night, and tranfmitted to yotr 

* Majcfty ; by which Means, if it be your Plet- 
'* fiire, the latter may pafs the Great Seal To- 
^ morrow. 

* It is now fo extremely late, and I have fo much • 

* Bufinefs to do, which muft of Necefiity be got 
^ ready by Morning, ^at the whole Night wooU 

* not iuffice, if I was to engrofe the Inflramcnts ' 
^ in my own Hand- writing ; I therefore make ofe 
' of a Clerk to tranfcribe them, bat it is the fame 

* who has copied all the Papers which hav« paflcd ' 
^ in the Courfe of this Negotiation. 

* There comes an exaft Tranflation of the Fidl 

* Powers iE this Pacquet, the Words of which are ' 

* Very ample and exteniive; but they are agrec- 
^ able to the Form ufed by your Majcfty upon fach 
' Occafions, 

* My Lord Treafurer moved, and all my Lords 

* were of the fame Opinion, that Mr. P'rioh 

* fhould be added to thofe who are iiSDpowered to 

* fign^ the Reafon for which is, bccaufe he havc- 

* ing perfonally treated with Monficor di Tercy^ is 
^ t he bed Wicnefs we can produce of the Scnfe iti 

* which the General Preliminary EniagementB 

* are entered into : Beiides which, as he is the 

* beft vcrfed in matters of Trade of all your Ma- 
/ jelly's Servants who have been tmfted in this Se*» 

' cret, if you fhall think fit to employ him in the 

* future Treaty of Commerce, it will be of Code* 
^ f ueace that iie has been a Party concerned m 
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* concluding that Convention, which muft be the 

* rule of this Treaty. The reft of the Plenipotea- 

* tiaries are all thofe who have the honour to iit in 
« your Majeftys Cabinet-Council, which my 
' Lords undcrllcod to be your Majefty's pleafurc. 

' The OflendmdjX, which arrived M Nighty. 
f brought no News. 

lam, MADAMt &c. 

H. St. John: 

• At this meeting, the Letter informs us, MonC 
Mefnegar delivered to the Bruijh Miniflers the an- 
fwer, figned by the King of France^ to the de- 
mands lad ient over by England'^ which Denunds . 
and Anfwer were made the fecret Preliminary Ar- 
ticles betwixt Great Britain and France, and were 
figned as fuch by Monf. Mtfnager on the part of ^<^* f^^§ 
France, and the acceptation of them by Lord '7"« 
Dartmouth, and Mr. St. John, on the part of 
Great Britain, 

And as Mr. St, John, in this Letter, reprefents 
it to the Queen, as the unanimous opinion of her 
Servants then prefent, that a Warrant and full 
powers (hould be prepared that Night, and tranf- 
mitted to her Majefty to be figned, in order to pais 
the Great Seal the next Day ; whereby the perfons 
therein named, among whom was Mr. Prior, 
were to be conflituted Plenipotentiaries, to meet ■ 
and treat with Monf. Mefnager ; a Warrant was 
accordingly prepared, and, with a tranflation of 
the full powers, fent to the Queen. 

This Warrant under the Signet appears figned 
by the Queen, direding the Lord Keeper to afix 
the Great Seal to an IniTrument thereunto annexed, 
containing her CommiiTion to himfelf, and others, 
therein named, to meet and treat with the Sieur 
Mefnager: But it does not appear, that any fuch 
InArument did pafi the Great Seal» the Warrant 
M rcm.^vs^tk^ 
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remaining not counter-£gned, anil endorfed, A&/ 

On the fame Day that the fpecial pceliminacies 
betwixt Great Britain and France were iigned, a- 
nother fet of general preliminaries on the part of 
Franoe was figned by Monfieur Mefnager onlyj 
which Mr. ^/. John^ in his Letter to the Queen, 
fays^ were to be fent into Holland^f as the Founda* 
tion of a general Peace j in which my Lord Trea- 
furer had made fome alterations, to make the 
whole more palatable Abroad. And on the fame 
I>ay» a feparate Article w&siigQedin favour of the 
Duke of Savoy. 

From this time a perfeft confidence was efta- 
bliihed between the two MinUlries of England and 
France I and in the Letten written in the month of 
X) Sober i a mutual iincerity is recommended and 
engaged for, and that a peife£l unanimity be main- 
tained for accomplifliing the Work in hand. 

Lord Strafford^s Inilruftiona in order to his im- 
mediate-return into Holiand were now preparing, 
and dated 0<9. i . O. S. 1 7 1 1 . And as an early 
pn>of of the confidence which Mr. St. John repo« 
^^ o c ^^^ ^° ^^ Frr/rri Miniiler, he acquaints Monf ie 
fff.a. O.S.^^^^ ^y Letter, that the EaitofStraforJwzs go- 
ing for Ho/land; and fays, * Your Minifter, . 

* (meaning Monfieur Mefnager, who was then go- 

* ing back to France^ and carried this Letter,) if 
' fully informed in what the Earl o£ Strafford hi ta 

* propofe to the States.' 

Lord Strafford^ chief Bufinefs was to deliver to 
ehe States the propofitions figned by Monfieur Mef' 
n^tr, as the Foundation of a general Peace, and 
as the whole of what had been tranfaded ; and to 
acquaint tHfcm, that France had propofed Utrecht^ 
Kimeguen, jRx la Cbapelle, or Liege^ to be the 
place for opening the Conferences : Topreis the 
States to fi^pon one of thefe places, and imme3i« 
ately to grant Paflports to the jFr*/rf)&PlenIpotenti- 
aries to come thither, and open the ge&enJ Qf^ 
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Thefe propoiitions, fo very general, did ejc- 
tremely alarm the States, as not being, in their o- 
pinion, a fulHcient Foundation upon which a Ne- 
gotiation might be hazarded. 

They fent over Moniieur J?j^i to intercede with . 
her Mjaedy to alter her Refolutions : They made . 
the fame Reprefentations to the Earl oi Strafford i 
but all to no purpofe. For» as Mr. St. John de- 
clared in a Letter to my Lord Strafford,. ' Cer- 09. $• 
' tain it is that herMajelty has (b &r determined . 
^ upon her Meafures» that thofe will deceive . 
^ ihemiel^ves who may imagine by delay or other 
' Artifices to break them.* And again, ' th^Nn.u 

* Queen will not finally concert a Plan for the pro- 
^ fecution of the War with the States, until they 

* join with her in agreeing to open the Conferences 

* of Peace.* And Lord Strafford acquaints Mr. 

St. John^ * TJiat he had now told them her Ma- -^o*. i^t 
' jjefty^s order to him was to declare. That (he 
' fhoold look upon any delay as a refufal to com« 

* ply with her propositions. 

in thefe circumibnces the Dutch at Jail comply 
to grant the PaSTports, and agree to open the gene* 
ral Conferences at the time ^ed by the Queen, 
Jduuary^<^\9ii 1711-12. 

The reprefentations made by the States, on botk 
fides the Water, did however make fome impreffi- 
ons, as is evident by a memorial delivered by Mr. . 
St. John to the Abbot Gaultier, and by Mr, Si.Qs, tm^ 
Johtt\ Letter to Monfieur di Torcy that accompa- . * 
niedit: Yet it is in the memorial declared, * That 

* the Queen remains firm in her firH refoluiion of 
-* caufing the Conferences to be opened upon the 

* Articles £gned by Monfieur Mofnager? The 
fame memorial declares, ' it was abfolutely necef* 
^ fary that the mod Chriilian Xing fhould give to 

* Her Majeily, the Queen, fuch explications of hit 

* Intentions in refpedt to the particular Interefts of 

* the Allies, which he (hall think proper to engage 

* them to come more eafiiy into the general Mego.* 
' tiation* 

M 2 t:\^ 
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The return made by France was contained in a 

-- paper called, j4n/zver to the Memorial brought by 

* MonfieurGsiiiltier, This memorial is accompanied 

with a Letter from Monfieur ^e Torcy to Mr. St. 

John^ of the fame date, wherein he tells him, 

• His Majelly wholly depends upon the fecrecy and 

• good ufeyoii will make of the entire confidence 

• he tcftifics to the Queen of Great Britaifr\ and 

• the King of France extols the ifirmnefs of the 

• Queen, and fees with groat pleafure the new 

• marks of refolution flic (hews.' 

Purfuant to the refolupon of the States- General 
upon the preffing Inflances of the Queen, PafTports 
for the French Plenipotentiaries were fent to Monf. 
Buys, and delivered to Mr. St. John, Utrecht 
%vas agreed upon here, to be the place for the gene- 
ral Conferences. 
Plenipetrti- The Bifiiop of BriftoU then Lord Privy-Seal, 
tiaiies ap- and thc Earl of Strafford^ were appointed Her Ma- 
poaicd, j^^y»g Plenipotentiaries. And December the 23d, 
1 7 1 1 , Her^lajefty's Inftrudlions to Her faid Pleni- 
potentiaries were fettled and fignei, wherein thc 
Plenipotentiaries are ordered, ' That if it (hall be 

• thought proper to begin by the cJifpofition of thc 

• Spanj/h Monarchy, you are to infift that the fe- 

• curity and reafonable fatisfaftion which thc Allies 

• expe£l, and which his moft Chriftian Majelly 
' has promifed, cannot be obtained, if Spain and 

• the IVe/t Indies be allotted to any branch of thc 

• Houfe of Bourbon.^ So that hitherto the Queen 
thought fit. to declare, in all public A£b, that Spain 
and the Weft Indies ought by no means to be Idfc in 
the poiTeirion of the Houfe of Bourbon. 

They meet On the 1 5 th of January, 1711-12, the Britijb 
%i Utrecht, Plenipotentiaries arrive at U/recbt, who by their 
general Indrudions being ordered to concert mca- 
fares with the Minillers of the Allies, and at the 
Jan, 3T. beginning purfuing thcfe directions; Monfiear di 
^7-il* ^orcy writes to Mr. St. John, and tells him. • He 

• percfiJY^s theic was not fo perfeft a confidence 

^ I clUbliflicd 
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* eftabliOied between the * Plenipotentiaries of 

* France and Great Britain^ as was to be defired : 

* He believes therefore he will think it proper to 
« fend to the Bifhop of Briftol and the Earl of 

* Strafford more precife Inllrudionf, concerning 

* the manner, in which they were to concert their 

* proceedings with the King*s Plenipotentiaries.' 
And in the Anfwer to the memorial fcnt by Monf. 
Gaultiir, it is declared, * The principal Order ^^-"''^^ a^> 

* that the King had given to his Plenipotentiaries, '7'2» 
' when they fct out for Utrecht, was to eflabliOi a 

* ilridl Intimacy between them and the Mjniilers 

* of tJie Queen of Great Britain,'* 

I ihould exceed the bounds I have prcfcrlbed my 
felf, (hould I infcrt all that paiTcd in this remarka- 
ble CongreG, and which is already fuificiently pub* 
lie In what follows therefore, I (hall confine my 
iblf to the more private Negotiations that were car- 
ried on at the Frtncb Court, in which Mr. Pr 10 r 
was immediately concerned. 

While matters at the Coogrefs went on flowly, 
: it was thought proper and neceflary inEngland, that 
XK>rd Boiiifghroke fliould go himielf to francty £• 
^lally to-adjull and Settle the great points in difpute. - 

The (ulallance of hislnftrudlions was, • To re Lor^ Bo/t'itg* 

* move all difficulties and differences that might ob- ^rokeh In- 

« ftrua the general ifufpenfion ©^ Arms between {?^^°JJ^^ 

* England and France from taking place, or fett- bairy*to "** 
' ling the Treaty of Peace in fuch a ccarfe* as Francf, 

* may bring it to a happy and fpeedy conclufion. 
' But to declare, that he does not imagine there 

* will be any pofliLiiicy to prevail with the Queen 

* to fign the Peace with France and Spain y unlefs 

* -full faiisfadion be given to his Koyal Highnefs 

* the Duke of .S4sL'tf>'» "^"^ uulefs they can take Rim 

* along with tliem in the doing thereof. He is there- 

* fore to take paiticulur caie to fettle his Barrier, 
« and to procure Sicily for him ; to. fettle the fee- 
< nunciation in fuch a manner, that there may be 

• The Marefchal d^UxelUiy and the Abbc^« Pdignac, 
•who haii b«torc trcatel at (iertruyd§nburfji^ 

M 3 * "^ 
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* as Kttle room left as poflibic for diTpute or delay ; 

* that ihc Eleflor of Bavaria may have Sardinia^ 

* and be rcflored to his Dominions in the Empire^ 

* except the Upper Palatinate and the£rft Elc£to- 

* rate ; and when he has had fatisfa^tton in thefe 
. ' points, he is to proceed to fpcak to ftch Articles 

* as relate particularly to the Intereft of Gnat Bri- 

* tain, and endeavour to have fuch of them , as there 

* may appear to be any doubt concerning, ex- 

* plained in the raoft advantageous manner. And 

* then he is do his bed to difcover upon the feveral 

* parts of the general plan of Peace, what the real 

* Ultimatum of France may be : And when the 
' Peace between England and France fhall be fign- 

* ed, that it may be expedient to fix the Allies a 
I * time to come in, wherein the Queen will ufe her 

* good Offices, but will not be under any Obliga- 
' tion to impoTe upon the Allies the Scheme o£r- 
' ed by France, or to debar them from obtaining 

* better Terms for themfelves/ 

With thefe InilruAions Lord Bolinghr§h went 
to France ; and as to his proceedings there, we have 
a full account of them in two Letters to Lord 
Dartmouth^ from which the following paflkges tire 
cxtradled. 

HitNegotia- " A^onf. de 7orty and I began with the Intercflr 

tions there, of the Duke of Savoy, from whence die principl 

Obftacle to the conelufion of the fuijpenfion of 

Arms by Sea and Land arofe, and after fome con- 

teflatlon have adjafted them in this manner. 

The Right of this Prince and of his Family ta 
the Crown of Spain and the Indies, after Philip and 
his Defcendants, is to be fubflituted in the fame 
Ads and at the fame time as the feveral Renancia-' 
tions and Settlements are made, declared, and 
confirmed, which are neceilary to accompliih the 
Anicte for preventing the Union of the two Mo- 
narchies. 

On the ceffion of Sieiiy he would have adhered 
to the terms of huU& ^^^^^V^ m^i^t^ thrab- 
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fardity of giving this Kingdom away till they were 
fure of making Peace with Savoy. This point be- 
ing over, there was little difpute about the dine 
when his Royal Highnefs fhall be ptit into the aftu- 
al pofTeiGon of this Kingdom : We have fettled it 
to be on the Ratification of a general Peace, or of 
a Peace between the Queen, France , Sfain, and 
Savoy, 

I vvifh I could have prevailed on the Head of the 
Barrier as far as I did on the other two; but it was- 
impoiUble, at le ail it was To for me. Monileur Je 
^(7rr>reprercnted that ^;f/7//i, Feneji relies^ and the - 
Valley of Pragelas, befides the Reftitution of all 
, which France is in poffeffion of, was the utmoft 
which the King would ever confent, or had ever 
confentcd to give. 

The next Head to which he proceeded, was 
that of the Renunciations and Settlements nccelKrjr 
to prevent the Union of the two Crowns, and in 
treating of this I cannot fay that I met with any 
difficulty. I gave- no Hopes that any Expedient 
would be accepted to fign the Peace before this 
Article was entirely accomplifhed ;. though Monf. 
Ji Torcy propofed that the Peace ihould not be de- 
layed for it, but the Ratifications fhould. He has 
£nce confulted Monfieur Bergheyk, and they are of ' 
Opinion that a Month's, or at fartheft fix Weeks 
time, will fuffice to pafs all the Forms ; fo that I 
am deiired to recommend ihedifpatch of my Lord 
Lexington^ or whoever elfe the Qneen (hall think 
it to fend into Spain, 

The Draught of Fhilifs Aft of Renuncia* 
tion, and the Minutes taken by Monfieur de Torcy 
and me, both which I tranfmit to your Lordihip, 
will, I Tuppofe, be a fufficient Ground-work- 
off nflruclions to tbcfe whom Her Majefty ihaU 
chufe to fend hither and to Madrid, 

I'he laft point, and that. on which we had the 

warmell Debates, waa concerning theEIedtorof 

Bavaria, Monfieur de Torcy turned this matter 

Jcvcral ways,, and made variely ^if .^xo^'&KkaKC^* 

M. 4 • ^^ 
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At lad he refted on this, that the Queen ihotild 
engage to procure for 'the Eledor the Dutchy and 
'Bledtorate of Bavaria, exclufive of the Upper Pa- 
: latinate, and the Rank in the Eledloral College ; 
and that'fhe fhculd promife to maintain him in the 
poffeflion of the Dutchies and Towns ai Luxtmburg 
and NiMttur, and in the poflefiion of Charleroy and 
Nieuportf until fuch an Equivalent for thefe Conn* 
tries and Places was given him as he fliould be fa* 
tisfied with. This proportion I pofitively refofed 
to aflent to, and told Monf. de Torcy very plainly, 
that leaving thefe Towns and Places in the £Iedor*i 
poiTeflion till he had fuch an Equivalent as he ihoald 
be fatisfied with, was really giving them abfolatcly 
to him, which I knew Her Majefty neither could or 
would admit: Further, that HerMajefly woold 
enter into no Engagements to procure any Thing 
' for the Eledtor, or even to nfe Her OfEoes in his 
behalf: But that Her M^efty would not oppafehii 
• having ^ar^/Wa, which Equivalent had -been p'to- 
pofed firfl from hence. This I let him know ttras 
the fum of all he was to expedl from the Queen, 
and your Lordlhip will find the Minutes drawn 
acconlingly. 

The Sufpenfion being now iigned, I (hall, pnr- 
fuant to my Inftruftions, difpatch Her'MaJefty's 
Orders to Sir Jehn J innings, to Mr. Cbet^vcynd, 
and to the Officer who commands the Queen's 
Troops in Catalonia, 

The Chevalier has fixed his departure t^n the firft 
of next Month, N.. S. They propofe that he fhall 
retire to Bar ; and they intend to write to the Duke 
of Lorrain, to efk of the Emperor, and other 
Princes, a fecurity for his Pcrfon during his refi- 
dence in that Place. 

I enclofe the Convention for the Arroiftice in 
the Netherlands, which your Lordihip will hayc 
occafion for, and which, with the A61 of Renun- 
ciation, and the minutes' tranimitted to you, will 
afiford fufficient materials for my Lord Lexingtm^% 
Jnllruflions. 
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As I intend to leave this place on Wedntfday at 

* furtheft, it will be proper to lofe no time in dif- 
patching a Letter of Cradence to Mr. Prior^ to 
whom your Lordihip will likewife pleafe, ^s foon 
as poilible^ to fend the Qaeen's Ratificadon.** 

It appears by thefe Extrafbi, that Mr. Pr lOR Mr. Prxoh 
was in France with Lord BoUngbroJu^ and pitched left in 
upon to be left there, on his Lordfliip's departui;c, ^^^"^'« 
to accommodate fuch matters as were yetunfettled. 
He wpnt over, as we learn from the (late of his 
Accounts printed at the End of this Work, on the 
I ft of Auguft this Year, and from the End of that 
Month had the Appointments and Authority of an 
AmbaiTador, though he did not alTume the public 
Charader till after the Duke of Shrenvshurfs de- 

erture the next Yeas, when his Journal begins, 
e find however, in what follows, that the bur<« 
then of the EmbafTy lay on him even during his 
Grace's flay, who rather gave a fandlion to it by 
his high Quality, than contributed to the difpatch 
of the Negotiations. 

Immediately after Lord BoUnghrokt^i arrival la 
England^ he wrote this long and remarkable Let- 
ter to Mr. Prior, concerning the date of AfEiirs 
at that time. 

Septimberioth, 171 2. O. S. 

' It WAS equally furpriascd and vexed to find, Lord ^9%« 

* Jl that by the uncouth way of explaining the^'''^' to Mr. 

* Queen's Senfe, you had been led to imagine, that ^* *°** 

* it was intended mv Lord Lexington ihould make 

* any difiiculty of feeing and complimenting the 

* Kii^ of 61/^/0 as fuch. 

' We fpent above three Hours in penning mi« 
' nutes Yefierday upon this Head, which was kmg 
' ago adjuiled. I fuppofe the Inflrudliens will be 

* at laft clear; but my Lord Z.^;ir/>^/0ff having been . 
< pielbnt at the Debate, his undeiHanding of the 

M 5 waiter 
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-* matter will make amends for any dark ambiga- 

* ous Article which may be in them. 

* Dartmouth is to conmiunicate the Queen^s 
' Orders herein to you, that fo yon may be able 

* to fatifify the French Minifters, and they ta pre- 

* pare the &pani/b Minifters? However, 1 will 

* venture to tell you in a few Words what I under- 

* fiand is to be the meafare of Lord texington*^ 

* conduA. As foon as he arrives at Madrid, he 
' ' will notify his arrival to the Secretary of State; 

' he will when he fees this Minifter let him know, 
^ that the Queen has fent him thither to compli- 
' nient the King in her Name, to be a Witnefs of 

* the (everal Renunciations , and other A£b requi- 
' fite to complete the Execution of the Anicle a- 
' greed upon asncceffary to prevent the Union of 

' ' the two Monarchies : That after this, he is to 

' proceed to fettle fuch matters of Commerce, and 

' ' other AfEairs as are to the matual Incereft of tK>th 

. ' Nations, and fo take.the Character of Ambafla- 

* dor upon him. My Lord will at the hmt time 
' produce hb Credentials, and give the Secretary a 

* Copy of them if he defires it. In this Conference 

* he will further take notice of the feveral Ce£ions 

* made by the King of Franu, in behalf of his 
' Grandfon to the Queen, and will fpealc of them 
' as Points which he looks upon to be concluded. 

* He will likewise give a memorial of them in 

* Writing, figned by himfelf, to the Secretar};, 
< and exped from him an A^ent in th^ King's 

* name, inWritingalfo, and figned by theSecretary^ 

* This feems natural, civil, and unexceptiona- 
' ble ; but any other Scheme is abfurd, and incon- 

* fiilent with all the reft of oar proceedings. 

< For God fake. Dear Matt, hide thenaked- 
' nefs of thy Country, and give the beft tuhi thy 
' fertile Brain will fumifti thee with to the; Blunders 

* of thy Countrymen, who are not much better 
' Politicians than the French are Poets! 

* I have writ in great hafle a prodigioos kog 
' Letter to Mori&ux -<fe Torcy^ which, I believe^ 
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•^ he will fliew you; but for fear he ihould not, I 
< enclofe in this an extrad of part of it, which ve- 
*^ lates to a matter that has glv«n Lord Treafurer 
' and your humble Servant no fmali trouble in 

* Cabinet. The copy of the PJcnipotentiarics dif* 
' patch, of the fecond of September^ which I like- 
' wife fend you, will (hew you how a difpute now 
'on foot at Utrecht begun: You will obferve that 
' their Lordfhips are very warm in it, and I can 
'- aflure you we have thofe who are not a Jot 

* cooler. 

* The folution of this difficulty x£u(l come front 
' you; it is mauer of management, and appear- 
^ ance, more than offubftance; and the Court of 

* Franci muft be le(s Politic than I think them at . 
'any. time, and more umreafonable.than I think 
' them at this time, not to come into a Tempera* 
' ment upon a matter unneceflarily darted. Yoft 
' muft begin by making Moniieur JsTorey not 
' only to underftand, but own he uoderilands the 
.'Proportion, which. Jam fure he remembers,. 
' I more than once repeated to him when I was 
' in France, upon various Occaik>ns, . axid which«I 
' have again ftated as clearly as I am able. The 
*' Queen can never do any thing, which fhall look 
' like a direfl reilrainton her Allies from demand* 
' ing what they judge neceflkry : But as long as 
' they a£l the part whkh they now do, fhe caa 
'■ very juftly be paifive and neuter as to their Into* 
' refls; and if her Peace be made before theirs^ 
^ which ihe will not delayfor them,, ihe can with 
' the fame juftice leave them to make their ow« 
' Bargain. This is Advantage enough for Franc9^ 

* and fuchan one, fairly fpeaking,.. as a Year ago 

* they would have, given more than Tournay t« 
•^ have been fure of: They muH not therefore prefs 

' us to go further than this, nor do any thing 
' which may feem contradidory to what the Queea . 

* delivered from the Throne. That Speech they 
''have always owned as the plan they fubmittedl 
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* to» and it varies but little from that brought 

* hither by Gaultitr^ 

^ In a word, the ufe u^hich the Frnich wiW make 
' ef the unaccountable obftinacy of the Dute^ and 

* other Allies, may in feveral refpe^s, -and par* 
^ ticularly for aught I know in this Inftance of 

* T^umay^ give them an opportunity of faving and 

* gaining more than they could have hoped for; 
^ and the Queen may in the prefent Circamftances 
^ .contribute paffively to this end, lHita£liTely'ihe 
; never can in any circumilances. 

* I think in my own Opinion, and I believe 

* fpeak the Queen's upon this Occafion, that it 

* were better the French fhould in the cooHe of the 

* Treaty declare, that whatever they intended to 

* have given the Dutch, when the Queen fpeke 
' from the Throne, their conduct has been fach, 
' and theiituation of their Ailaifs fo altered, that 

* the King is refolved (o have Tourna^f reared to 
^ him ; I fay, I believe this were better, than to 

* exped we (hould confent to an Expofition of the 

* Queen's Words, by which Her Majetty would 

* yield the Town up. 

' Let the Conferences begin as ibon as they can, 

* I dare fay, Bufinefs will not be very fpeedily 
' difpatched in them : In the mean Time we ihall 
^ go on to ripen every thing lor a conclofion be^ 

* tween Us and Satny, France, and Spain ; and 

* this is the true point of View which the French 
I ought to have before their Eyes. 

* Yott will be very ihortly particalarly and fiilly 

* inlb-D^d to fettle the Article oi North Amerkoy 
f and thofe pomts of Commerce ftill andoteroii- 
' ned. That donCf theMinifien Hiay fign wiUirecht, 
^ as foon as they can hear from Ix>i9 Lexin^u. 

* My Lord Darinnuth writes to yoa concerning 
*, a CUmour which our Merchants have niled, as 

* if under pretence of not etirying to Liehom or 

* Barcelona • des Prwifans de Gutrre en deBonche, 
f they ball be debarred from their ofinl Tn^ M 

-# ProvifioM dU»t of Axstt w Vititaah% 
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' Corn and Fi(h, which at thofe places there are 
' great demands for kn time of Peace as well as 

* in War, and without any confideration of the 

* Armies. The difficulty as to Lhh9H feems to be 

* removed by the Portugutxe ibbmitting to come 

* into the fufpenfion of Arms, and he propofes to 

* you an Expedient us io Barcelona: But in truth, 
' that War muft be ended ofcourfenow, fmce 

* the Queen fupports it no longer, and the Dutch 

* are re calling their Fleet from the 5//-«;^>&//. The 
' Duke of Argyie is going immediately now away, 

* and the moment he comes to Minorca^ he draws 

* every thing belonging to the Queen out of Ca- 

* talonia : The Imperial Troops muft in my Opi- 
' nion that moment fabmit, and compound for 

* tranfportation; and when the War is at an End, 
' I think there can be no pretence of quarrelling 

* with us for carrying our Goodd to the People of 

* theCountryt 

* It is now three o'Clock in the Morning: I 
' have been hard at Work all Day, and am not 

* yet enough recovered to bear much Fatigue; ex- 

* qufe therefore the confufednefs of this fcroll, 
' which is only from Harry to Maii. and not from 

* the Secretary to the Minifter. 

* Your Credentials of Minifter Plenipotentiary 
« will be fent you, together with your Full Powers, 

* by the next Boat, and before * Dike Hamiitom 

* goes, I will move to have you removed to lA 
« tneht, which there will be a natural handle for, 
' as fbon as you ftall fettle the points of Commerce, 
' and in doing that, have given the laft ftroke (o 

* tiie^nifliing the Treaiy with France, 

* Make my ^emplimdnts to Madam Trr^/, and 

* let her'know that I have, 1 hope, pot her Ai&ir 

* into a way of being finiihed to her iatisfiidion. 

. • P«keir«fw4Mr. mt .appointed Amhai&dw to jPmM^tf; 
but being killed in a Duel by Lord Mobun, the Duke of 
fi^^Ufurj WM ifint ia 2u« PiM«» 
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* I have fpokcn very oarncftly to Mafei, and hcive 
' ufed the proper Arguments to him. 

* Adieu ! My pen is ready to drop oat of my 
< Hand. Believe that no Man loves you betten, 

* or is more faithfa.ly. 

Tours,, iffc* 

BOLINGBROKE. 

P. S. ' 1 had almoft forgot to tell you that the 
' Queen is pleafed co discharge the Marefch^l 

* • Ta//arJ*s Parole, which you may affure him 
' of, with my compJimeirts, and give any figniE- 

* cation necefliuy ia Form.* 

I mnft add two or three things to this Letter, by 
way of Explanation and Remark. 
Remarks F»»"ft» ^^ appears that Lord Darimoutb had by 
on the miftake acquainted Mr. Prior, that Lord I^x- 
I^iter. .|ii^/<?« fhould not acknowledge Phi LIP as King 
s£ Spain^ till he had agreed to the Demands his 
Lordfhip was^ to make in the Qoeen^s Name. Mr. 
Prior having tranlmitted this Order to Lord 
Lexington, the procedure was stry much difliked 
in France, Hereapon Mr. Prior writes a Letter 
to Lord Dartmouth, to induce our Minidry to lo- 
cede from .this point ; concluding with the follow- 
ing paflage: ' I'he whole Treaty being. eventual, 

* this acknowledgment of Philip as King oif 

* Spain, will fall, as the other points, unlefs the 

* conditions are made good, and the Peace agreed 

* to and rati£ed.' In acfwer to this. Lord B^Ung^ 
ir^e wrott the b^inningof his Letter. 

Secondly, That the Miniilry here, as well as 
the Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, were moch cn^ 
barafled about the difpute that had arifen concern- 
ing the Town ofTourna/, and that Mr. TaroR 

• He had fomeTime before been peradttcd^^ ga t» 

Jfr^fice oa hii Parole, 
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was left to fettle this point with thr FrencJIf Mi- 
niilry. 

Thirdly, That the Claims on Nor/if America^ 
and therBufinefs of Commerce, were the mod ef- 
fenlial Articles now to be concluded between Eng- 
land zad France, and that thcfe were to be adjufted 
by Mr. Prior, before the Plenipocemiaries at 
Utrecht could proceed. 

Juft about this Time advice came, that the 
French hsid invaded the Leeward lilands. Such a 
flep as this was far from being expelled, and Lord 
Boiingbroki writes thus of it to Mr. Prioil. 

• This, Dear Matt, proves a very an toward ^^. 19, 

* Contretemps i it gives a Theme to the Whigs, O. S. 

* and ferves to awaken Paflions that were almoft 

* hrilcd aflcep. We expedlcd that Cajfart\ Squa- 
' dron might be gone to the Coaft of Brafil, or to 
' Surinam I but we never imagined our Colonic* 

* would have been attacked by him, at the tim^e 

* when we were knitting the Bands of Friendihip 
' between thetwoNations withall poilible induflry. 
' Could this ill Opinion of our new Friends have 
' entered into our Heads, I do aiTure you he fhould 
' have been accompanied by a Fleet of the Queen's, 
' which would have kept him in Refpedl. In a 
' Word, we depended fo much upon the good Un- 

* derilanding, which we thought eftablilhed, and 

* were fo earned to prevent any thing which might 

* break in upon it, that we not only avoided to 
' fortify our Squadron as we might have done, but 

* we alfo neglected to put in Execution fome De* 

* figns, which would have annoyed both French 

* and Spaniards, perhaps more than any that hayo 
f been effcAed in the courfc of this War, 

This Affair, however, did not put a flop to the 
Negotiations that were on foot. The latter end of 
Oaober Mr. Prior was fent into England by the 
King of France, to prevail with the Queen to join 
him in obtaining the EleAor of J^a^vartVe De<- 
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Aland?. He brought with him a Credential Let- 
ter to the Queen, which is here inferted. 

VerJatUes^ OStober z^tb, 1712.'. 

Madam, My Sifter, 

The King * '^ZOU having acquainted me, that Yea have 
r fj"^"^'? * * ^" entire confidence in Mr. Prior, I 
LitteTfent * thought he would be more capable than 
by Mr, * any Body, to inform You of the new proofs that 
JP*io», « I am ready to give You, of the particular Re- 

* gard I have for You, asalfo of my defire to ter- 

* minate without any delay, in concert with You, 

* the Negotiations of Pfeacc. Wt goes mto England 

* to give You an account of the further advances 
' that I am willing to make, to facilitate an eo- 

* tireconclufion of this Work. I Woold have You 

* therefore regard what I do in this decifive Con- 
' jun£lure, as new and certain marks of my 
' Friendfhipfor You; and do me that pleafnre to 
' acknowledge them, by Interelling Yoorfelf with 

* me in favour of theEleftor of Bavaria. 1 danot 

* remind You of the Ties of Blood which unite 
' him as well to You as me, nor of any other'Hea- 

* fons which ought to render You fenfible of his 

* Condition : It is fufficicnt for me that Yoa arc 

* fenfible of the concern that I have in what re- 
' gards him; and I am perfuaded that this will be 
' the principal motive that will prefs you to z€t 

* in his Favour. I expe6l with imparience the 

* return of Mr. Prior, whofe conduct is very 

* agreeable to me : And as he will aflufe Yoa of 

* what my Sentiments are, I will only add that 

* he cannot fufficiently expre(s the peifeft Efieem 

* and iincere Friendlhip I have for Yoa. 

Jam, 

Maimmt My Sifier, 
Tmr G9od Br^hii'^ 

LOUIS: 
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About the Middle of No'vemher Mr. Prior 
was fent back into Frame with new Inflrudions, 
and the following Letter from Her Majcfly to the 
French Hixvig, Thcfe two Tcinaikable Letters arc 
lading Tcftimonics of the high Confidence Mr. 
Prior was in, not only with his own Sovereign, 
whom he had long and faithfully ferved, but with 
the King of France^ whom he had more than once 
lAade the Objedl of his Satire. 

Windfir^ November \\th^ 171 2. 
Monfieur, My Brother, 

* T HAVE received with averyfincere Pica- The Qu^en'i 

* A fore the agreeable Letter which Mr. Prior Anfwer fent 

* brought Me from You. As your confummatc^*=^*'y**'f« 

* Wifdom hath taken the Refoliition that is moft*^*"** . 
« proper to ^x the Terms of the Peace, You^ll 

* be perfuadedy that I wilt not on my Pare lofe 
< a Moment to haflen the Conclafion of it. I 

* afTure You, that the great Facility that you are 

* willing to lend towards it out of a Regard to 
' Xfe» fliall be made no other Ufe of, than to be 

* employed -without any Delay to ra»e{labli(h the 

* public Tranquility, according to the Wifties of T Ts 
*• both. By the Orders that I give to My Mini- 
■ * Aers-at Utrecht, it inrill appear that I do all that 

* is in My Power at the prefent Conjundlure, in 
« favour of a Prince, whofe Jnterell is fupported 
« by yourGenerofity. 

• 1 do not at all doubt, but he himfelf is fully 
' convinced of it, and that all the World agrees 

* in it ; I again repeat, Monfieur my Brother, 

* that the Confideration of Your Friendftiip will 

* be a very prevailing Motive to engage Me a new 

* in his Intcreft, and in the Intqrelt of his Fami- 
« ly, as Occafion flwll offer, for the Future : As 

* to the reft, I fend back Mr. Prior to Verfaillesy 

* who in continuing to eondufl him((flf in the 
^ Manner that ftKik be entirely agreeable to You, 

* does no more than execute to 2LT\X\\ft\VvtOx\«^ 
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* which I have given him ; and amongft all the 

* Proofs of his Doty and Zeal for ray Service, I 
*- expert in a very particular Manner that he ihould 

* lake all poflible Occafions to repeat to You the 
' Efteem and perfedl Jlegaid that I have for You, 
' and My earned Deiire to live with You in a fin- 

* cere and perpetual Fricndftiip.' 

With Reg.ud to the Nifw/cwj^/andFiQiery, and 
other Articles relating to America^ it appears tbat 
thro' the wonted Infmcerity of the Trench^ there 
was much Trouble in g&tcmg thofe Matters ad- 
jured. Lord JSoIingbroke writes concerning them, 
both to the Duke of Sbre^wsbutyzxni Mr. Prior. 
. To the latter he exprefles himfelf thus : 
horAFelinp' * I have cxliauftcd all my Stock of Arguments 
^oke to MT.i in the long Letter which^ by the Queen's Or- 

Jal^Votb, ' ^®^' ^ ^^^^^^ ^^ '^^ ^"^® ^ ^^'r^iHihury : To 

i^ix^ ^ ' you I can only add. We (land indeed upon the 

O. s7' * Brink of a Precipice, but the French fUod there 

* too. Pray tell Monfieur de 7orcy from me, that 
' he may gpt Robin and Harry hanged ; but Af- 
' fairs will foon run back into fo much Confuii<»» 

* that he will wiih us alive again.' To fpeak it* 

* rioudy, unleis the Queen can talk of Her Inte* 

* refls as determined with Fr^ince ; and unlefs yoar 

* Court will keep our Allies in the Wrong, as 

* they ate fufficiently at this Time, I forefee in* 

* extricable DiiHculties. 

^ My Scheme is this : Let France, iktisfy the 
' Queen, and let the Queen immediately decltre 

* to Her Parliament, and in the Congrefs, That 

* She is ready to fign : At the fame Time. let the 

* French Plenipotentiaries Ihew a Difpofition -to 
' conclude with all the Allies.** And then his 
Lord (hip enumerates the feveral Offers which he 
wcu'd have France make to the feveral Allies ; 
and. fays, * If fuch Overtures as thefe were not 

* inftantly accepted, our feparate Peace would, 

* fitting the Parliament, be addreiTed for, made, 
' and approved ; and the Caufe of France for once 
^' become popular in Britain. 
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* If they were accepted, let Monfiear de ^orcy 
*- iit down and confider^ what a Bargain would be 
' made for France i let him remember his Jour- 

* ney to the Hague, and compare the Plans of 

* 1709, and 1 71 2. 

* Moniieur. i/e ^orcy haa a Confidence in you : 

* Make ufe of it once for all upon this Occafion, 

* and convince him thoroughly, that we muil give 

* a difierent Turn to our Parliament and our Peo- 
^ pie, according to iheir Refolution at this Crifis.* 

The next Letter from his Lordfhip to Mr. Pn* ^^^^ ^^ 
o R , is upon the fame Subjed, and of the fame ^ 
Strain : *^ We are now, fays his Lordftiip, at the 
^ true Criits of our Difeafe ; we die at once, or 

* recover at once : Let France ^t^xx. from that 

* fhameful Expedient by which diey though^ to 

* babble us out of the Advantages which they 

* had folemnly yielded, and all is well ; other- 

* wife, by God^ both they and we are undone. 

* ?T2Ly fend Barion back as M as poffible. The 
^ Queen can neither delay the Meeting of the 

* ParliamcDt longer than the 3d* nor fpe^ to the 
^ Houfety tiU we hear from yea. 

* My Compliments toMonfieor de Torcy: Let 

* him know, that if they do not agree with the 

* Queen, I may perhaps be a Refugee : l£ I am, 
' I promife beforehand, to behave myfelf better 

* in France, than the French Rffugees do here. 
' Make the French afhamcd of their fneaking 

* Chicane j by Heaven, they treat like Pedlars, 
** or, which is worfe, like Attornies.* 

Mr. Pa 10 R a liitle before had fent a Dilpatch * 
to the Secretary '5 Cflire, giving a full Account of 
the prefent State of the Treaty^ together with fe- 
veral Papers,^ Memorials, and Propofitions relat- 
ing to the Points in Difpute^ and concernmg Com- 
i^ierce, and North America, The Day alttr hCj^ p^ 
writes to my Lord Treafurer, and tells him, * I ^^ ^^g EmI 

* have wrote a fiook inftead of a Letter, to my of Orford. 

* Daled Decembtr 23, 1712, 
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* Lord Bohnghroke, which I deiire your Lordfliip 

* would be picafed to run over, that knowing 
' what I have done here, you may honour me with 
' your Commands as to what I am to do. I hope 

* my Propofal about Neivfoundland, which 1 fend 
' your Lordfiiip cnclofed, is fuch as may termi- 

* nate that Affair to our Advantage. If your 
' Lordihip is of the fame Opinion^ 1 (hall have 

* entire Satisfaction.* 

Jan, 8, Mr. Prior having fent another full Accobnt 

>7l J' to the Secretary of Siate, writes the fame Day to 
"• ^' my Lord Trcifurer, * That he had been in Cdn- 

* ference with the French Minifters to adjuft the 

* Pointi undecided between Her Majefty and the 

* King of France ; that he had fent Lord Boling' 
*■ broke the Refult of thofe Conferences, as well 
' what was agreed to by the French Minifters, as 

* his own Remarks upon each particalar Hekd j 
' and fays, I hope your Lordihip will find the 

* whole adjufled fo far to your Satitfa£li6n,- a& that' 
' oar Plenipotentiaries mayxecefve tiieir final Or- 

* ders. I will not doubt but the whole' Affair' of 

* Newfoundland ts adjufted to your Defira. I'hlere ■ 

* were fome Points infided tfponf by aur Pl6nipo- 

* tentiartes, which the Minifters here thought v6ry ■ 

* unreafonablc; and to fciy a Truth to my L6rd 

* Treafurcr plainly, which I a little mitigate 'to 
*' my Lord BoUngbroke^ I think not -very reafoha- 

* b'e.' He then gives an Account * that Mon- 
' ficur de Torcy was furprizcd, that the Dutch hd 

* but in Pare complitd wiih what Lord Siraffjrd 

* declared to them to be Her Majefty's Refoluti- 

* ons, to which he hopes the Queen wi'l fend fuch 
' an Anfvver as may cut off all Delays:' And 
upon this Occafion Mr. Prior fays to my fjOrd 
Treafu'er ; • This 1 only write to your Lordihip, 
' it being a Thing that (hoald not be canv.ified 

* in Council ; aid J have promifed that the Krng 

* ihould have Her Majelly's Aofwftr- upon it, ' as 

* he defires.' 

Air.. 
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Mr. Prior writes again to my Lord Treafur- y^„^ ,^^ 
cr, and acquaints him, • That the Duke of j^i* 
' Sbre^sbttry now fends to Lord Bolingbroke the 

* Snbftance of their lafl Conferences with Monfi- 
*earde Torcy^ upon the Subjeft of Ktwfottndland : 

* tb which i take Leave to add. That your 

* Friend ^orc^ is in the laft Concern to find the 

* Duke's Inftruftions fo ftrift, in a Point which 

* cannot be given up by Frame, at a Time when 
' we well hoped that Dif!erenc« was adjufled. 

* Pray, my Lord, let us have your diftin^ and 

* pofitive. Orders hereupon by the firft. I fend 

* your Lordrtiip enclofed a Copy of my Letter to 

* my Lord Bolingbroke, and the Duke of Sbre*ws' 

* bury defiles, that we may have your Orders to 

* finifh. I believe Torcy writes himfclf to you.' 
He writes once more to my Lord Treafurer on 

the fame Head, and tells him, * I have already 7<*»s *3» 

* wrote, fo amply tp your Lordftiip, on the two * 7t|- 
^ great Points of t^eivfiundland, and the Tariff 

' of 1664, and exped fo daily your lafl Orden 
' upon thofe two Pomts, that I will not trouble 

* you at prefent further than to fay, if thefe two 
' are fettled, the Peace may be determined here 

* To morrow, and fent the next Day to Utrecht 

* to be figned.' And ten Days after Mr. Prior 

iayst to my Lord Treafurer ; * If I defire you to ^^^ . 

* write to me, it is becaufe I really think it for j -1 *, ' 

* the Queen's Service ; that in this great Poft ' ^' 

* where you have put me, I may be able to fay, 
' I have the immediate Commands of my Lord 
^ Treafurer; and in regard to that Friendfhip with 

* which you have fo publickly hoitoured me, and 

* which, by the By, does all the Bufinefs here.' 
And again, * I (hall diredl myfelf as yon (hall be 

* pleafed to inftruft me privately.' 

In a Letter to Lord Bolingbroke fome Time after /q Maj^ 
the Conclnfion of the Peace,. Mr. Pr 10 r exprefifes 1713.^ 
himfelf merrily concerning the DilScuIties that 
had arifea on the Articles of Commerce. * We 
^ 'Jiad like^ fays be^ to have maite ^tv iltbanaftan 
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* Bufinefs of it at Utrecht^ by that Explanation of 
*■ our own Way of anderfianding oirr own Com- 

* mercc. Their Letters to you, full of Surmifci 
^ and Doubts that all was unhinged ; and their 

* Letters to us again, that £;q>Ianations» however, 

* made, were only to fave Appearances, and £g- 
' nified nothing-; this Melange^ I iay, and my en- 
' deavouring to anderfbnd it» . had like to make 
' me run mad, if the Duke of ShrtfivJfUfy^s ez- 

* treme good Senfe, and Monileur de Torcy$ not 
' only honeily but right Underftanding, had not 
' redreiibd us.* 

This is all that remains of Mr. Pjlior^s con* 

ceming the BuiineTs of NemjfounMand. We have 

only a few Fragments more of his writing during 

the Negotiations in Trance^ which relate chiefly ts 

the Chevalier's Departure, mentioned in Lord 

Bolinghroke\ Letter of Stpttmber lO, 171 2. 

It is on this Account that Mr. Prior writea 

J>ec, 28th> thus to my Lord BoUfighroke, * Another Point 

'7i*« * upon which this Court is very folicitous, is, 

* That the Chevalier remaining in any Town of 

* France obflru£ls the Signing the Peace ; yet he 
' cannot go to Lorain till the Emperor's Paflports 
' will fecure him there. Your Loidihip, by the 

* Perufal of the Papers, will fee the State of that 
' Cafe ; and I have only to add upon thisSubje^ 

* that the Court of France exprefles an Impoflibi- 

* lity on their Sides, to do more than they have 

* done, and hopes we fhould have Inteieft enough 

* with the Emperor, to obtain fuch PafTports from 
' him, as may fecure, as well as the Perfon who 

* is to go into Lorain^ as the Duke of Lorain^ 
N * who is to receive him. 

£><c, zQth, ^^^ ^^ ^^® ^^^^ EfFe£l he writes to my Lord 
Treafurer, and fays, ' The Monarch is a good 

* deal troubled upon this Head, left the young 
' Man fhould fall into the Hands of the Bn^rs 

* or Barbarians, And Monf. i>* Aumont hi!j, I 
' prefume^ Orders to fpeak io our Miniilry upoa 
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• As to the Dowry, I (hall not only be dunn'd 
to Death, but hang*d ; for the * Dowager fends 
Meflengers to me, which you in England do not 

-think it extremely lawful to receive : But if it is 
to be paid, pray let it be done in an handfome 
Manner, that may (hew the Charity of the 
Qaeen, and the Genercfity of Her Lord Trea- 
furer.^ 

Bat though the Chevalier was removed into La* j^Tov, M 
mtUf upon an Addrefs of the Brrti/h Parliament, 1713. Lord 
^wd Bolingbroke writes almoft a Year after to Mr. Bolingbnkg 
■uaR, upon the fame Bufinefs, and fays; •Her^^j^^'^*^*'* 
Maje((y having repeated to the Duke cf Lorain J!^ 
the Indanccs which you know have been fo of- 
ten made to the mod ChriHian King, for remov* 
ing of the Pretender to Her Crown out of his 
Dominions, I am dicedled to acquaint you there- 
with, that you may fpeak to the Minifter of . 
Lorain^ and to any other Minider whom you 
ihall think proper, and let them know it is ab- . 
iblutely inconuftent with the Amity and good . 
Correlpondence that is between the Queen and . 
their Matters, to receive into their Domini, 
ons, or to protedl a Perfon, who difputes Her 
Majefty^s moft undoubted Title, and thereby en- 
deavours to dhlurb the Peace and Quiet of Her 
Kingdoms. That you may be able to (hew 
them that this is the colleflive Senfe of the whole . 
Nation, as well as the Queen's Command i% 
you, I herewith fend you the AddrefFes of botli 
^ Houies of Parliament.^ 

Mr. Prior being left fole Minifier, upon the 
Duke oiShreimburf^ return to EngJand, he re- 
eived foon after a Letter from Lord Bolingbroke^ 
n which was the following paff^^ge: 

* There ia aPerfbn here, of whom we have ne- 
ver taken the leafb Notice as a public Man, buf^*^' f^» 
who, however, is an Agent from the Catalanu^^^^* 

* The Qjieen of the late King Jamxs: 
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* By what we obferve in him it is pretty plain, 

* that a reaionable Accommodation might be made 
« with that turbulent People. What is the Senfe 
« of the French Court on this matter? How far 
' will they concur with th6 Queen in advifing 
« PJbilip to make an end of that War? 

In pnrfuance of this Inflrudion,. we find that 
Mr. Prior addreffed Monfieur iie 7orcy in Favour 
of the Catalans^ who after fpeaking of it to the 
King, returned the following Anfwer. 

tfW?.^*^' ^/OU received, Sir, fometirae fince. Or- 

pRioK, * X ders from the Queen of Great Britain to 

iViw. i^ih. • \1{e, Her good Offices with the King in fkvour 

' of the Catalans^ who have rebelled againfl tho 

* King of Spain, and of the Inhabitants of Barce* 

* lona. You acquainted me, that Her Britannkk 

* Majelly was fure they would fubmit to the King 

* their Mafter, if that Prince would grant them a 

* generally Amnefty, the Reftitution and Enjoy- 
' ment of all their £(!ates, and in (hort the fame 

* Conditions which h3 had caufed to be oflered 

* them, and which they did not accept, without 
' mentioning their antient Privileges any more. 

• The Anfwer which the King juft now receives 

' from the Catholick King upon this Article, is, 

^ That he is dill willing to grant the fame Cbndi' 

' tions to the rebellious Catalans^ notwithftanding 

* they rendered themfelves unworthy of his Fa- 
*' vours, by flighting chem, and altho* he is now 

* in a condition to reduce them by Force: He dc- 

* fires the King to impart his Anfwer to the Quc^ 

* of Great Britain^ my Lord Lexington having 
' had no Orders to fpeak about this A^ir.* 

T now proceed, to Mr. Prior*s Joamal, from 
the Dokc of Shreivsburjs departure out of France, 
till his own return into Eng/anJ^ita the Acce£ioa 
- of King George, as it was found among his Ptpert 
in the Hancfwriiing of Mrian Drifts Efq; his 
Excellency's Secretary. 

Mr. 



2^3 



■vivnnv^nww 



MvyPBIOR's Journal 

A T T H E 

Court o{ FRANCE. 



HIS Grace the T^xAutdi^bn'mshuiy^ zpA 
my Lady Dutchefs, fet out from Varis ia 
a Berlin on Wednefdivf the 31ft di Augu^^ 
1713, N. S. between oneaod two in the Mprnipg, 
^d arrived at Calais on 5««^^ Evening the 3d of 
StpUTnbtri were entertained at Supper by Monfiwi^ 
de Mole the Governor there, and about eleven at 
Night embarked on board the Peregrine Galley, 
Captain Saunder/on Commander; at fevea the 
next Morning landed fafe at Dever, where his 
Qracer^ed but two Hours, and then proceeded 
onwards to London with my Lady Dutchefs; 
whence his Grace went to WindfoTy and had Au- 
dience of Her Majefty ; gave Her an Account of 
his Em^baiTy, with which Her Majefty was well 
pleafed. 

At feven in the Mprning Mr. Prior, in his «-^^ ^ ^^ 
own Coach and fix Horfes, fet out from Pari$ for * 
Fonteunbleauy where he arrived about the fame 
Hour in the Evening; and between nine and ten 
paid a Vifit to Monfieur 4e Torcy, 

Mr. Prior prefented to Moniieur de Torcj a« ^ 
Meoiorial on the fellowing Heads* *r • 5 • 

" That the fifty So\s per Ton laid in France ojk 
all Englijh Shipping, and ic^t Shillings per Ton 
impofed in Great Britain on thofe of trance^ 
ihould be taken oiF on both $ides» 
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That feveral EngUJh Merchants, who were come, 
to load Salt in the Ports of France^ might be per- 
mitted to fail with their faid Loading. 

That an Anfwer might be returned to Mr. • 
. PownoPs Memorial, concerning his Eftate at 
Dunkirky given by the King to the Marquis di 
Li*vry. 

That Monlieur Ponichartrain return an Anfwer 
to the Memorial relating .to the Ship the Three 
Brothers of NeiAj Tork. 

That Anfwer be made concerning the A^r of 
Mr. JVelden. 

To the- Affair of Mrs. Lynched Marriage. 

That the * Galeriens he fet at Liberty, accord- 
ing to the Specification given to Mr. Pecquet,^* 

At the fame Time Mr. Prior prefented a Me- 
morial from Captain Peter Peter/on, concerning the 
Ship John Baptifl^ feized at Marfeittes, 

Monfieur de Torcy promifed to procure Anfwers 
^ as deiired, and gave to Mr. Prior in Writing 
that al>out Mr. JVeldefis Af&ir ; with feveral Pa- 
pers annexed. 
S^t. 17. Mr. Prior received from Monfieur de Torcy the 

Anfwer of the Marquis de Li^vry to the Papers of 
Mr. PovjnoJ, &c. 
it^t, x8« A Memorial was prefented to Monfieur Defines 

reisy figned by Mr. Prior, dcfiring an Order to 
the Cuftom-Houfe Officers at Paris, that they may 
deliver fixteen Cafes come from Roiien, addrefled 
to Mr. Prior, and one Hoglhead of Wine, to 
the Perfon appointed by him to receive the fame, 
without being opened. 

The fame Day the Papers abbve- mentioned, 
'' concerning Mr P^'XuW, were delivered to him, 
with which he did not Teem fatisfied, and faid he 
would petition the King, and deliver it himfelf. 
Mr. Prior promised to do him all the good Offices 
in his Power. 

• Galley Slaves, 
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A PafTport was given to Lieutenant Colonel 5^^«ao. 
y^ames Urquhart^ and Major l)uncan Camphel, in 
the Regiment of the Lord Mark Kerr, at Pari ■ 
Maboncy to go to London. 

Another Paffport to Captain James Damdfan^ > 
in the Regiment of Colonel Molefiworthy alfo at 
P^rt Mahont, to go to London. 

Mr. Prior prefented to Monliear deTorcy 2l\ 
Memorial, with^ one annexed from Monfiear de 
Douglas y concerning his claim to the Village of 
Dankel/heim and Kittejheiniy in Alfacty &c. » 

Another Membrial relating to the Ship Nep^ 
tune. 

A third relating to the fifty Sols pour Tonneau, 
and the Ave Shillings ditto — to the Englijh Veflels 
that come to load Salt, — to the ninih Article of 
Commerce, fcfr. — to Commiilioners for opening . 
of Commerce, — to the Ship the ^hree Brothers 
of Ne^'Torky — to Y>2Js\tLynchey — to the Relcafe of ' 
the Prifoners in the Gallies. 

I carried by Mr. Prior's Order to Mr. PecquetySept, 23* 
Difpatches to Lord Bolingbroke, of the2 2</, O. S. 
upon feveral Heads, being an Anfwer to his Lord- 
fhip's Letters of the 9//^, the izth, and the 15/1& 
of September, N . S. At the fame Time I deli-' 
vered to Mr. Pecquet a Packet addrelTed to Mr. 
Til/on^ containing Letters from Xord Lexingjon^i 
all vyhich were given to a Courier of Mr. Tor^. 
cy\ fent by him the fame Day to the Duke. 
D'Aumont. 

N. B. Mr. Welden's Paper?, a Letter from the 
Dutchefs of Berry to the Queen, Renuncia- 
tions of the Chamber of Nantz, and a Let-: 
ter from Jenkinfony were inclofed in the above. 
Letters. 

Received from Mr. Burch at Madrid, a Letter ^^^, j^, 
df the nth -Inftant, inclofmg Letters for ing" 
land^ 

N 2 ^wv^^ 
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fe^uiA* Rtticlved httttn from the Lord Be/itigirih, 

dated at JVind/or-Caftk the 8th InfUnt, by the way 
of Dunkirk. 

This Afternoon Mr. Prior waited on the EleAor 
of Bavaria, who went ibon afcer ^m hence to 
Compiigne. 

In the Evening Mr. Prior waited on Monfieor 
diTirey, and prefcmed to him a Memorial relating 
to the delivering up to her Majefty^s Troops, upon ' 
their Arrival at iftwfiimdlandy the Town and Fort 
of Piacentia. 

Mr. Prior received from Mr. Pttqutt anOrder 
from Monfieur De/martes to the Fermiers of the 
Cuftom Houfe at Paris, to deliver to whom Mr. 
Prior ihould appoint, fixteen Cafes, and a Hog- 
ftead of Wine, without paying any CuHom, or 
fearching of the faid Cafes. 
Sept. »9. Mr. Prior having received from Monfieur dt 

^#r9F a Letter from Mr. it Ftntchartrain, under 
a flying Sea! to Mr. dt CtftthtlU, Governor for 
the King SLtP/aciaiia, inclofing an Order from 
his Majeily to the faid Governor, dated the 19th 
Jnftant, (with the Copy of the 1 3th Article of the 
Treaty of PeaceJ direding him to deliver up to her 
Majeily's Troops, Plactntia, &c. 

Mr. Prior writ to my Lord BB/iagirfike there* 
upon, indofing the faid Letter, and a Copy of his 
own Memorial of the 26th, to Monfietir de Tory 
on that Subjed. . 

A Letter to the Lord Trcafurer, and another 
to the Duke of Shreix/sbury, were fent at the fame 
Time ; as al(b one to tABhe Gaa/tier. 

Two Packets from Monfieur de Torcf ; one to 
the Duke D'Aumont, and another to Monfieur P 
MbS GauUier. 

Letters from Lord Lexington, 

About Four in the Afternoon Mr. Barton^ one 
Sept. 30. ^ jj^ Majefty's Meflengers, Was difpatched frtm 
hence with the j^etter and Packets above-men*' 
cioned. 
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Kir. Billf one of her Maji?fty*s Meflengere, ar- 03<A, i* 
rived 2XFQntainbleau this Day about eIeveno*CIock» 
with Letters from m/ Lord Bolingbroki to Mr. 

- Prior, dated at Wind/or ^z 15th of Septimher 

. 1713, O.S. 

Mr. Pr I OR gave in Treplicates of Memorials 0^^ 4, 

. to Monfieur de Torcy^ one concerning Mr. Smi/Jb, 
the other Mr. Peter fon, 

Mr. Prior underflanding by a Servant that YitQad, {% 
Jud fent to Monfieur de Torcy^ about One o*C!oclc, 
to know when he ra^ght difcourle with him, that 
Monfieur de Torcy was going to VilUrcy^ and would 

. .not return till the next Evening to Tontainbleau, 
ioimediately went to Monfieur de Torey, &c. 

Letters by the way 0/ Dmkirk cam^ in from ^?j. 5^ 

< ErtgUrndfisit/id. i$i\ioi September^ O. S, inclofiiig 
'one to Lord Lsxi^qton^ and another to Admiral 

. Jennii^i^lT^hm. 

Mr. Biilv/2iS difpatched about Three o'Clock in 05 i, 9. 
the Afternoon ftx>m Ftntainhleauy with Letters to ^ 

. X^rd Bvlit^broki^ Duke ^i ShreiMsbury, Lord * ' •'• 

' Treafurer, Mr. Gauiiier^ Mr. Shelton, Mr. filfan, 
and Mr. H^ire. 

About Six in the Morning Mr. Prioi^ in his^j^, ,<j, 
own Coach and Six Hories, fet out from Fontstn* 
^Uau for Parist arrived at Ertom about Eleven^ 
flayed there till Four, then proceeded on his Jour* 

. ney, and capie to Paris about Six in the Evening 
Id his own Hotel. 

Mr. Barton arrived here about Eight on Friday 
Night, with Difpatches from Englaud^ dated Sep- 
tetnber 29, O. S. and a Plenipotentiary Power to 
Mr. Prior, to decide the Affair of Mentw and "^ ^ 

. R^cabrunj between the Duke of Savey and the 
Prince of Monaco, At the fame Time Mr. Pr iqk. 
was informed by my Lord Bolingbroke^ that the 
Queen did not intend that he (hould ftay longer in 
France^ and that my Lord Treafurer would take 
better Care of him, and that General Rofi was ac- - 
cordingly named Envoy Extraordinary. 

N 3 ^^'^ 
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Mr. Prior went to CroiJ^ about ^x Leagues 
from Paris, where he continued till Saturdayt and 
arrived at Paris about Four in the Afternoon. 

Gave a Pais to Le Sieur Pierre la Roache * 

et.a la Femme, avec un Domejiic^ to return to 

London, 

Sunday the Count Nieuville, Ambaffedor from the Grand 

i6/^. Mafier and Order of Malta^ fent a Conipliment to 

• * Mr. Prior, that though he was fo ill that he 

could not pay his Duty to the King at Fontainbleau, 

he would pay a Vifit to the Queen oi Great Britain 

' whenever Mr. Prior fhould appoint, which he 

• prevented by going the next Day, the 1 7th, to 
viilt the AmbafTador. His Excellency's Gentle- 

' men were ready to receive Mr. Phi^r at the 
Coach ; and immediately, as he alighted, his 
. Excellency met him, gave him the Hand and Ho- 
nour of his Houfey and re-condutled him to his 
Coach. 
•4^x7*/ Sent Letters to Lord Bolinghroke of the fape 
Date, to ihtJ)\ikeoiSkre<wsbufy^ &€. by the way 
^ o£ Dunkirk, 

Mr. Prior difcourfed with Mr. Pajoi and Mr, 
Fronvde^ in relation to the Treaty about fettling a 
Correfpondence of Letters, ^c. 

Mr. Prior went to Ver/ailles m the Afternoon,, 
prcfented i Memorial about Jenkinfon, Gave to 
. ^ijomas fhompfbn and Ralph Bailey^ f ^uets de S. 
' M la R, de la G, Bretagne, sl Pafs to go to London, 
They had one from Mr. Stanyan, dated at Bernihit 
1 8 th of September, 1 7 ' 3 • 
^ j^ ' Mr. Pr I OR returned from Ver/ailles in the Eve- 
ning. 
Oa, 20. Difpatched Mr. Barton to England, with Letters 

- to Lord Bolinghroke and Lord Treafurcr 
4^, ^j^ ' Gave a Pafiport to Richard Stow and yohn Green^ 
Sujets de fa Majejie la Reine de la Grande Bretagne, 
■ who brought Mr. Stanyan's PaiTport, dated KlBern 

• ♦ And his Wife with a £)omeftic. 

t Subjects of Her- MajefVy the Queen of . dreat Bri' 
Jaiff, 

the 
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tfie 9th of Oa. 1713. They faid they had fervcd 
the Duke of Savoy. Gave them ten Livres. 

Mr. EJcoci the Meflenger ' arrived hferc about 
Nine ^ at Night, with Letters from the Lord 

Bolinghroke^ He faid, he had Letters for 

Lady Jerfey^ from Lord Bolingbroke, and Lord 
Lanfdo'wn. 

Gave a Paflport to Terence Brady and his Wife Oa» %U 
to go to London. He was taken Prifbner with 
Hamilton s Regiment at Marchiennes, Colonel 
Douglas y by Letter, defires Mr. Prior's Paflport 
for him. 

Gave a Paflport to Ephraim Fickajs, Barber toOa. i^* 
a Veffel taken by the French : He was carried to 
Smyrna^ and' on the Publication of the Cel&tion of 
Arms, was permitted to. go to Leghorn y from thence 
to Toulon i from whence he came to Paris, had a 

Paflport from the Count de — , dated the 5 th In- 

ftaot. He had alfo a printed Paflport on Paper, on 
which was written, Attellations of the Places he 
had com« through to Faris, 

Difpatched Mr. Elcockio England with Letters -A?b« u 
to Lord Bolingbroke and Lord Treafurer, of the 
fame Date. 

Gave a Paflport to Thomas Baldnfjin, who had- 
formerly fervcd* Mr. Prior as a Footman. 

Mr Pr 1 OR and Mr. Pajot examined the Treaty Nc^ %^ 
for eilab!i(hing the Poftage of Letters between 
England znd France, and figncd the fame, Mr. 
Froivde being prefcnt : There were two Treaties in 
French and two in Englijh : Mr. Froiude had the 
two Englijh 10 get ratified in England by the Poft- 
mailers there, which is to be done in eight Days, 
and one of them fo ratified to be fent to Mr. Pajot s . 
in Lieu of which Mr Pajot returns one of the 
Treaties in French , to be kept in the P6ft- Office at 
London, as chat in Ehgli/h is to be kept in the Poft- 
Office at Paris ; fo that the Poft-mafters in London 
have one in JPrench and one in Englifh ; and the 
Poll maftcr at Paris has one in Engltjh and one in 
French, 

N 4 O^^v 
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JNirw. 9. Gave a Paffport to Roierf Smithy Efq; and Ra^h 

Currice, his Valet, to go to London. 

JViw. 12. Edivard Houfan brought a Certificate *^m the 

Marjhal Duke of Talkrd, that he had ferved 
him ^ithfullv two Years as Under-Huntfrnan, 
6&ted November S^ lyti, figtitd Tallard, and 
witnefled Harding, He faid he came over whh 
^ailardi upon which Mr. Pn 10 it gave him a 
. PaiTport. 

Vm t6i ^^* Prior went to Monfietir ^e Tohy*s whh 
the Duke of RhJbm$Md, to prefent his Affair; and 
ac the iame Time prefented to Moniieur di Tsny, 
a Memorial i^atlng to Captain Buttltrp recom- 
mended to him by the Duke of Ormond. 

iV^.iSt Mr*Gt6Tgtkxhvi(tiX»t hinting Jiroid as Ci^fi^n 
in Her Majeftfs Rigiment of foot^ commanded hj 
Cobne/KsLnCf came to me this 1 6tb Day ^jf Novem- 
ber, I7i3» N,S, and acquainted Mi that tbi fiiU 
Regiment baling been brake at Calais in Jane laft^ 
by tbe /aid George Arbuthnot is no otber^wije fro- 
nndtdfor by tbe Government y tban by tbe Half-Fey 
njubicb Her Majefly bas been gracioujty fUafed to aU 
lo^M to tbe Officers of tbe /aid Regimeuh Ji YUna 
ibe Vi^ and Tear above written^ 

M.P. 

JVfcw. 17. ^*^® * ^^^5 ^ M*** Fbilemon PonvnoltO go to 

London, 

Aw, »f , Gave a Pafs to William Smitb^ a Hamp/bire 
Man, who came from Geneva, being fee afhore 
there in his Pafiage to Smyrna on Board a Merchant- 
man, the Sea not agreeing with him the Ship 

named the London Merchant, He continued there 
five Months. Gave him five Livres. 

iViw, xS Gave a Pafs to yebn Smith of NewTorb, con- 

cerned in the Ship the Three Broti^ers of tiiat Coun- 
try, to go CO London, 

iVw, 19, Gave a Pafs to William Everett who came firom 

Dunkirk : being difcharged from the Regimeilt of 
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• Cdlorytl Dijne;, at fais feid ^v^w's Reqaeft, the 

29th of yufy 1713. He came to Paris with one 

•William Defrom, a Dancing, maftcr, who had a 

Paffport for himfelf and ^x others, from the 

. Earl of Athloney dated at Mons the i ft of Oaobcr 

1713. 

The Secretary of the Envoy of the King of^w*7.> 
Sicify, came with kSieur Sf. I/poU/e to prefent him 
to Mr. Prior, and to dciire for the faid * Mr- V' - 
.foii/e a Pafiport to go to London, He produced a 
Faflport figncd by Mr Chetnjjynd^ the 5th of ^^- 
iembir- 1 7 1 3, fbf his pacing from Turin to Francf^ ^ 
fl»d from thence to England, The faid PafTport 
was figfted this Day by Mr. Pri or, for his going . 
to Errand accordingly. 

DvLe D^Jumont arrived hereon Saturday thciVw, 2^ - 
2Jth Inftant, and went to VerfailUs th« next Day 
tl» x6th. 

The E&tlof PeferSorough arrived here on Sufrd^ifov» aS, 
Evening the 26th Inftant. As did Admiral yen- 
nings, who took up his Lodgings in the fame HoUl 
as Mr. Prior. 

Monday Morning about Nine Mr. Prrir went^^-'. 4« 
in his own Coach and Six With Admiral Jenntj^ 
t^the Earl of Ptterbor9ugh\ to the Hotel Affl</w/, - 
where about Ten the Duke D^ Aumont arrived as 
he had proroifed my Lord Piterhorougb, Mr; 
Pr roR and Admiral Jennings^ ' upon his Arrita)^ 
went down Stairs, received him at the Gate^ anil 
went in his Coach to Ferfaiiks^ where they arrivid 
about Eleven, and defcended at his H6ed there ; 
and foon after, the Duke D^Aumont went tb Moh- 
ikur ie Torcft, and the Lord Pfietbofou^ to the 
Dnke'a Lodgings in the Chateau. Mir. Prixmi, at 
the fame Time, went alfo to Monfieur de Torcfu 
The Admiral followed my Lord F^^^^ftg^^ about 
an Hour after his Lordfhip came to Mon#ear dk 
Torcy\. HisLordlhip, Mr. Prior, and Admiral 
Jennings^ dined with Monfieur de ^orcy ; as did 

* Colonelin Her Majefty*s Serrtce, arid Aj^trtanfecfae- 
tal t6 his Roysl HlehBcfs the Duke ofSavou 



^72 Mr. P R I O R^ Journal. 

alfo the Duke />' Aumont,, Marefchal TheJJliy Ma* 
refchal Tallard^ the Cardinal de Polignac, and>re- 
■ veral others, Perfons of Didindiion. About Five 
in the fame Afternoon, his Lordftiip had an Audi- 
ence of the King in his Clofet, introduced thereto 
by the Marquis^/ Torcy, Mr. Prior being prc- 
fent. After which the Duke D'Aumont prefented 
Admiral Jennings to his Majefty, who received 
' him very gracioudy ; told him he was glad to fee 
a Man who had gained fo great a Reputation in 
• fiiaritime Affairs ; that as Her Majefty had defer- 
Yedly promoted him for thefe Services, he doubted 
not but he would dedicate the reft of his Life to the 
Service of fo good a Miftrefs. Admiral Jennings 
not fpeakingFr^«f>{>, the Kingdefired Mr.pRiOR te 
tell him in Englijh what he faid ; which Mr. Pr ior 
did accordingly : About Seven the iame Evening 
the Earl of Peterborough returned lo Paris, as dii 
Mr. Prior the next Day in the Evening: Tiic 
Admiral Haying at Verjuilles, being invited by the . 
Count Ttf/^ay^ to Supper with him. 

l>ec* 6. My Lord Peterborough went to V er failles ik^^ 

Noon, and Mr. Prior dined at Paris with. Mr. 
Annifon and Monfieur * d* Ibernjille, 

i>ec. 6. . Mr. Elcock, one of Her Majefty '» MefTengcrs, 
arrived here on Wednefday Afternoon about Five 
o'clock, with Letters from England^ dated the 
19th Qi November 17 13. He Ml England on 
Friday IsL^. Anfwered the faid Letters, and fent 
them by Admiral Jennings the 7th. 

Dee, 9. . Mr. Prior went wii Lord Peterborough to 
Fer/ailles. 

X>ec, 10. • ^ fent Captain Padden\ Letter to Mr. Burch^ 
mentioned in Mr. Tilray\ of the 20th of Novem- 
hr. 

Dee, 14, My Lord Peterborough about Noon went from 

Paris in his Way to f Sicify. 

• Appointed Envoy Extraordinary to the Court oiF Great 
Britain, 

. 'f His Lordihip was going AxnbjU&dor thither* 
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liir. E/coci V/2LS difpatched about Seven inthe^««'«5» 
' Morning with Letters to Lord Bolingbroke and Lord 
Treafurer, fcfc. 

By a Letter from Mr. B urch ^it\iOMt Date, h&Dtc. 17. 
adviies that my Lord Lexington left Madrid the 
28th of November 1 7 1 3, to return by the Way of 
Lisbon to England, w 

Mr. 5ar/«« arrived about Ten this Morning with Z)w. 19. 
Letters from Lord Bolingbroke^ dated at Windjfor xht 
2d of December 1 7 1 3, N. S. And about Twelve 
Mr. Prior went to Fer failles, gave in a Copy of 
a Memorial relating to the Galeriens, prefented by 
ih^J^yiktoiSbrenjusbury, and another f^om himfelf 
for others ; and before his Departure went to 
Moniieur Fontchartrain, gave in two Memori- 
als, thjt^of Captain Barnabfs, and of the^hip 
Plymouth, 

i?ir/o« brought with him from the Pofl-mafter- 
gerieral, 7he treaty for the Correjpondence of Le fieri 
hetnjueen France and Great Britain : Signed by Mr. 
Pajot and Mr. Prior the 2d Day of December, 
N. S at Paris, 1713. Ratified by the Poil-maftfer 
in the Words following, i;/«. 

* We, Sir Thomas Frankland, Baronet, and Sir 

* John Eojelyn^ Baronet, Poft mafters-general of 
' Great Britain and Ireland, and Of'all other the 

* Dominions of her Majelly of Great Britain, 

* and General of a!l the Couriers and Poll;, hav-" 
' ing read and confidered the Articles, of Agrc^- 
*'ment in a Treaty made and concluded on the 

* Second Day of No'vember, N. S. lYi the Year of 
'our Lord 1713, between the Honourable Mat- 
' thewPrior, Efq; Minifter and Plenipotenti- 
*' ary of the Queen of Great Britain' to^his moft 

* Chriflian Majefty, as having Po\Ver and Procara- 

* t ion from us on the one Pare, and;£,^au/j Pajvt, 
*■ Count of Onfinbray, Lord of VJlers, St. Auius, 
*' du Vanroux, and other Places, Oomplroner- 
■^ general of the Pofls^ of i^'^»«; as having Com- 
;• iiiiffion and Power from M. Jghn BaptifiGolbert, 
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* Chevalier, Marquis of^orey^ t^rot^, Sabii, Br is, 

* DaupbinSy and other Places, Minifter and Se- 
* * cretary of State, and of the Cbmmands of his 

« moil ChrilHan Majefty, Commander aad Su- 

* perintendantgeneral of the Pods and Coariett 
' of Francw^ on the other Part, for eflabli(hing 
' the good Correfpdsdency and Intelligence be* 
** tvireen the Kingdoms of Great Britain and 

* France^ as to the Intercourfc of the Pofts ; do 

* upon full Satisfadlion of the Contents of the faid 
' Treaty, contained in one and twenty Articles in 

* Engli/h afore- written, ratify and confirm all and 

* every the Articles and Claofes therein contained. 

* General Poll-office, London^ November i7ih, 

Tho. Frankland, 
John Evelyn. 

Dec, 22, Mr. Prior went to Mr. Pajot this Morning, 

and exchanged with him the Treaty atx)vementi- 
oned, for that in French^ intiilcd, Traitepour U 
Correjpondence des Leitres entre la Grande Breiagne 
it U France, Thf Ratification of the faid T/eaty 
ifvas figned at Paris by Moniieur de Torcy, the 9th 
ti November f 1713. 

Colbert deTorct. 

. The Poft makers tranfmitted Bills to Mr. Pajot 
iox 19473 Livres 14 Sols, towards the Difcharg^ of 
the Debt due to him £^m the P oft -Office , Loudon. 

Ji. B, Mr. B/irton was difpatched to England the 
25th Day, in the Evening, with Letters to Lord 
Boiingbroki, Lord Treafnrer, and Lady Majham^ 
■ ■ a nd carried with him the aforeiaid Trea* 
ty in French^ for the Poft-maAers at London, 
and a Letter from Mr. Pajot to the iaid Poft« 
mafters. 
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This Day Mr. Prior had % prirate Audience XV«. S3« 
of his Majefty in his Clofet, introduced by the 
Marquis ite lorcy^ upon the Subject of the Letters 
brought by Mr. Barton ; the Subflance of which 
will be found in Mr. Pr ior's * Letter to Lord t^ 
fingBroie of the 25 th Inflant. 

About fix in the Evening Jonathan was difpatch- Jan. 5, 
cd to England^ with Letters to Lord Treafurer, >7*4» 
Lord BoHngbroke^ Mr. d: Ibemfiile^ Monftear Gaul- 
tier, and other private Letters and Tioffles fer the 
Queen. 

This Day Mr. Pr i oft gave a Bill of 4000 Livres 
upon Tour ton, for the prefent^ to M. Breteui/ and 
Mr. Saintot, ■ Rememhir to ajk Mr, Ganre for 
the Receipts Mr, Pr ior gave him fir the /aid Mo* 
ney^ as alfo for 'what was given to Mr, Merlid, 
Secretary to the IntroduSors, &c. 

Received a Letter from the Poflmafter general 7^». 9, 
fsf London, dated the 24th of December, O. S. ac< i7i4« 
knowledging the Receipt of the Counterpart of 
the Ratification aforementioned, figned by Monfiear 
Torcy, for the Ellabliihment of the Correfpondence 
of Letters, fignifying that the Pacquet-boat fetfled 
is to go every Monday and Thur/day to Calais, to 
bring the Mail fent from faris, 

N. B. The Letters go from Paris to Calais Wed^ 
nefday Morning Eight of the Clock, and Settur-^ 
day Morning, ditto, 

Mr. Barton arrived here with Letters from my 
Lord Bolinghroke this Evfinifig, dated at Windjor 
the 29th kA December. 

The next Day Letters from England came in by 
the Pod, and brought one (amongfl others) fromt 
Mr. Wace, of Mr. Secretary BromieyS Office, 10* 
clofing one by Mr. Z^W/s Order, to the great 
Matter of Aftf//tf« from the Qoceir. 

^ This Lettdr is n«t am<mg the fv^u 
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■7iM.2o». Mr. Prior was pleafed to go to the Minifler 
here from Maha, to deliver the faid Letter him- 
. ftlfi but the Ambadador not being at home, he 
was pleafed to knd Drifi on Monday the 2 2d, in 
. his Coaeh, with four Servants, who prefented. the 
faid Letter wiA his Compliments to the Ambailk- 
dor. 
F«A. 4. Mr. Barton was difpatched to London, with 

Letters for Lord Bolin^brekey and Lord Treafurer ; 
: and he departed- from hence about .5 in the Morn- 
ing. 
Fth, 5. Gave a Pafs to Peter Sampfon^ of the Jfle of 

Jerfey^ to go to London He was here about a 

.Ship loaden with Coajs from that [(land, which 
.was condemned for. having one Pound fourteen 

.Ounces of Tobacco on board. ►Mr. Prior 

was pleafed to give. in feveral Memorials for the 
-- . Relief t>f the laid Samp/on, and to have the Ship 

fet at Liberty. Monfieur De/maretJ v/oa*d do little 
in it. 
F€b, II. Gave a Pafs to yohn Saunders^ who produced a 

PaiTport, figned by Mr. Stanyan at Bern the I5tli 
Day of January, 1714, and counter- figned by 
.L Scbaub. 
JPth, 13. Mr. Barton arrived at Verfailles this Day, about 

two in the Afternoon, with Letters from Lord Bo- 
linghroke 2jA Lord Treafurer. 
W. 15. . Mr. Frederick Sadier^^Engrsiver, who came from 
England m King Charles lid's Time, and has been 
many Years in Paris^ defiring to return to Eng- 
land vixih one of his Sons, Mr. Prior fpoke to 
Monfieur de Torcy about it the 1 3th ; and the 1 5th 
Mr. Prior was pleafc;d*to give him his Paffport, 
l^aring date the fame D%,y^ for him and his Son 
Menry, He has a Wife here of the North of 
iuland ; her Name is Margaret Sadler ; .and a 
Son, Frederick, 
Feb, 27, Gave a Paflport to Mr. JfibH Burnaily^ to go to 

London. 
Mar, 3. Gave a PafTport to Colonel John Leckner^ to go 

to Port Mabonct to his Regiment there -^ — ^-^ 

?affer 
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Pajptr a Port Maboft, Jans Tljle de Minor que ^ 

U Sieur yean Leckner Jnglois, Col. d*tin Regiment 

'de la Reine a pre/ent fur cetie I/le. 

' Gave a Certificate to Mr. George Arbutbnot, March $^ 

Mutatis mutandis y tkc feme as that of the 1 6th ef 

November f 1712, the Date only changed to this 

. Day. 

On Mr.. Prior's writing a Letter to the Baron 
de Breteuilt to have Meat during Lent, at the HS^ 
tel de Dieu, the Introdudor ient him the Order in 

. the Words following, 'vix, 

♦ Nous Baron de Breteuil et de Preuiify, premier . 
Baron de Touraine^ Conjeiller du Roy en fes Con^ 
/ei/les, IntroduSeur des Ambajfadeurs et Princes 
• Etraflgers aupres de Ja Majefte, enjoinom au Boucber 
,de r Hotel Dieu de /ournir pendant le Care/me au 
Prix Ordinaire^ fui'vant POrdre du Roy, toute la 
Viande de Boucberie et Rotijferie qui /era necejjitiri 
pour la Subfijlance de la Mai/on de Monfieur Prior, 
\P lenipotentiare de la Reine de la Grand Bretagne, 
Fait a Paris le fixieme Jour de Mars^ 1714. 

Lfi Baron d£ Eret£uilJ 

Par Man. de Seigneur. J>e Cbrny. 

Gave a Paflport to Thomas Hul/e of Nant- ^'^^ ^^* 
nvicb, in the County of Chejier, to return to Eng't 
iand. 



• In Englijh : «' We the Baron of Breteuil and Freuilfy, 
** firft Baron of Trntrain, Coiincillor to the King in hit 
" Councils, Introdudtor of Ambaffadors • and Foreign Prin- 
** ces to his Majefty, enjoin the Butcher of the Hotel Dieu 
V to furnifh during Lent, at the Market Price eftabftihed 
" by the King's Order, all Sorts of Butcher's Meat, that 
** Aall be neceflary for the Subfiftenct of the Family of 
** Mr. PRlok, Plenipotentiary from the Queen of Great 
" -Britain., Clf en at 'Paris the 6th Day of Marct^ 



March 13. 



March 20* 



March 24. 



March 23. 



3fiiirf^ 27. 



li4Cr(^3I. 



ilfr. P iR 1 O R*i 7(Wr)T^i 

Mr. BUriw was diipatched to LmtHon, with tn 
Account of the Peace being ligded between the 
Empefor and his l^oft Chriftiwi Majefly. 

Mi. Prior went this AAtraoon to St. Claude^ 
to the Elc^or of Bavmrmt^ who has a Hoafe there, 
to coBgratttlate him apon the Peace ; as ail the 
Minifters of France, and the AmbaiTadors aad 
Envoys of Foreign Miniften hkvedoBe. 

Gave a Pafljftort to Jj^ Harrijon, a Stajfatd' 
Jhin Man, and .Bockle-Maker, to go tb LBttdbn 
about his Trade. He ome into Fmnu dmfkig the 
lail Peace. 

Mr. H€»fy Vitiins went from hence diis horn- 
ing with Mr. Rvwlmnd Bright, who cane from 
the Lord BvUngir^ hither for htm. Thejr bolli < 
had Mr. Prior's Pairi»>rt; Mr. Rayamrd the 
Meflenger, aUd JioMthan Mr. Prior*s Servam, 
accon^anylDg them. 

Gave a P^^fTport to Mary Ruiinfin, Mkry Sifin^ 
fr^mit WiUingtony Mmrk hhU^ and Roten Ratr 
iorjt, a Chiki, (of the Company of Rope Danc^r^ 
to go to EngkfuL 

Gave two Paflports, dated this Day, to nomas 
Lo^uing^ Jotn RinH, Charks- Freemin, Gilles FlU 
Ion, Jntbony Fouche, Gilles Blanchatt Dennis Raul" 
let, Jucquts.Mafon, Charles QnUit, and natnUt 
Lucas of the Ifle of Jerfey, who failed from thence 
in the Ship Pierre, bound to Leghorn : They were 
cuft away on the Cdaft of Provehce, Tt^h<!y fefdnght 
a ¥9^(poH'fmki the Governor there, Mr. J^ipviUe, 
dated the 3d Indant, fignifying their having tUDM 
call away on the fame Coaft- Gave them 

thirty JLivres. 

Gave a Paffppit to Willie fn Wagftaff, z Ser- 
vant to Mr. Bants, and brought over with hin» 
^om England. Dr. Lidderal tpoke in his Favour i 
and a Servant of the Duke of Richmond came to 
deiire that he might have the Paflport> the faidi 
William being to go away ihe ncau Da/f the aA 
Ci Jfril, 1714. , ' 



Owe 



Give a Paffport to RieharJ Humer and Mary March 3 u 
BurgefSi Servants to the Right Honourable the 
Councefs of Jtrfiy^ to retam to London^ dated this 
Day. 

Gave a Paflport, dated this Day, to Jtmi d-4^'/2t 
hoi^ Thomas Lauine, Mar/in CoufiMp yearn U Bir, 
yae^uet Jardin, and George Gamier, fix Matelots 
of the fame Crew abovementioAed, caft away in 
the Ship Peter, as abovementiooed. 

Gave a Paflport to Frederick Sadler, and Mar-^'^^* 
garei hk WiU, and to Frederick and Hinry and 
their Servant MdjA, to go to England, Fide the 
15 th of FfifiyiM^ foregoing. 

Mr. Bili the Meflenger arrived here in the^5« 
Evening, with Letters from Lord BoiiMgbrokt, date4 
the aiilof Aprii, O. S. 

Gave a Paifport to Gertfais Road, bom at Sfep- May xi; 
fiey, who was aft away the i8th of February, 
1 714, on boafd the Ship Via^ry, Captain Miller 
Commander, at Rofar, within ten Leagues of 
Naples, coining from Sti^na to Legbortt with Silks. 

Gave a PaSport to Mr. Cbriftopber Kane and 
his Wife, two Footmen and a Maid Servant. 

Mr. BarUrt was diipatched from hence about Af^jr 12. 
Five of the Clock this Afternoon. 

Mr. Smith anrived the fame Evening. Barton 
returned with him from St. Dennis, and fet oat 
the next Morning early, the 1 3th, for Ef^land, 

Mr. Bill was difpatched to Finland, May 15. 

Mr. Prior went coMonfienr Anulot, Monfieur Af-^y "• 
Lecheraine, and Monfiear Bemardin were there ; 
and had a Conference concerning Menton and Ro- 
cahruH, 

Gave a Paflport to Charles Go fet, Jean GalUt, May 24. 
Nicholas Fillet^ Piirre Chatelair, Jacques Jour- 
dain, Richard I Angkis,et Jean la Foffe, Matelots of 
the Ifle of J^fey^ They were caft away in the Ship 
Pelegrin, commanded by James du Doit, on the 
Coaft of Provence, the 25 th of April, 

On Sunday I went in Mr. Prior's Coach andAf^yiTt 
fix Horfes, with all his Eqaipage, to the Maifin 
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Jg RambouilUii to pay his Compliment to Mr. 

• Gojlinge and de Buis^ Ambaflkdors from the States, 
it being the Day of their Entry. 

Mr. Barton was difpaiched at Nine at Night to 
England. 

June ^^ , Gave a Pailport to Conftantin^ Jacqnn 

Gardiny yatques Rabafle^ JtOin Pohioist Pierre 

• Co/dy^ Antoine "Rabafte^t yacques Nieou^ Pierre 
^ueripeti tons de Pl/Ie de yerfey, et Sujtts de fa 
Majefte\ &c. They were caft away au tracers iu 
Cape de Gate^ going to Alicant about a la Cofie 
d'E/pagne, Sec. 

June 6. Gave a Paffport to yohn Laas bom in Pettf- 

France^ We/tminftery Mariner, who vwas caft away 
in the Ship Mep^-Flo'wer, Captain Norton Com- 
mander, in the Ifland of Sicily. He produced, a 
Paffport from Tho. Qhamberlainey Conful at Mef- 
Jina, dated the 1 4th of yanuary, 1714* • 

June Z3« ' Mr* Dagley the Meffenger was difpatche^ this 
Day about Fh^ in the Afternoon* . 

Jutu X5« Gave a Paffport to Captain yames $mith and 

his Servant! a Negroe> to go to London, He was 
naturalized at Antegoa^ in 1 6^9. The Enrolment 
was made the 30th of Augufi the fame Year. 
Signed Thomas iV/V^/f Secretary, 

yu/yze, Reijnier Beukers^ of the Town oi Utrecht ^ dc- 

firing Mr. Prior.*s Paffport to go to London, and 
producing one from M. de Buys, the Dutcb Am- 
baflador, figned and dated at Paris the 8th of 
yune, 1714. Mr. Pr i o r • was thereupon pleafcd 
to give him his Paffport accordingly. 

Air II Gave a Paffport to Daniel Dounel^ aged thirty 

^' * Years, who came from Ireland m yanuary laft, to 

go to Mdntpelier to Itudy Phylic v but falling ill 

whilft he was in France, he was obliged to return 

to his own Country, for the Recovery of his Health. 

■ I* offer a Havre, et de la en Lland, 

This Paffport was given upon Sir Richard's Ccrti- 

£cate, inclofed in a Letter to me of the iith 

Inilam. 

. . Tie 
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The Lord Peterborough welK this Morning, to -^pf 14* 
England, 

Mr. Prior had an Audience of the King, -^I*!^*** 
wherein, among other Things, he announced the 
Death of her Majefty. 
The Queen died on Sunday Morning at Kenfington^ 

a little after Sevea of the Clock, in the fiftieth 

Year of her Age, and the 1 3th of her Reign, 

Barton was difpatched to the King at Hanover y Anguf 20*^ 
wiih a Letter from. Mr. Prior. 

Beekles the Meffeng» arrived with Letters from^g^fi^u 
Lord Bolin^broke, 

Gave a Paffport to Walter Hay/ey, who came ^£Hfi *4» 
from England by Order of thfi Lord Burlington^ 
with twp Iri/h Wolf-Do^ and a Bitch, for M. ^#. 
la Fay I J Gendeman of the Bed- Chamber to the 
King of France. . 

Difpatched Mr. Dagley to. England, ViiiYi Let- Augufl 2^, 
* tcrs for Lord BoIingbroAe, about Two in the Af- 
ternoon. 

Crave St PafTport to Thomas PordrU, Jean La* ^ifi%^ 
teur, Charles Fivien^ Gilles Cohie,, Jean Laterrey 
Qharles Bingotef Denis Goran, Gilles Nichols Pierre 
' Bargnet, Antoine Ra/tel, Jacques Wilfon, et Thar 
mas Croquert j all belonging to Southampton. They 
were call away in the Ship Mermaid, near the 
Iflfts of Gnores, in tlie Streights. She belonged to 
Southampton, was loaded there with dry Fifli, and 
bound to Leghorn, Captain Wilfon Commander. 

Mr. Barton arrived here about Seven in the5*^4« 
Evening from Hanover, with Letters from His 
Majefty. 

Mr. Prior prefented a Memorial, requiring^(jfip^23- 
that the Canal and. the nciw Works at Mar dyke i;7i4» 
ihould be demoliftied. 

End of the Journal. • 

The next Day after Mr. Prior had prefented^ ^^^,y[ 
the Memorial above- mentioned, the £a<l of Stairs i^fuam^ Mx^ 
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was appomted to go and fuccced him at the Court: 
of France, His Lordftiip went over, but did Hot 
take upon him the Title of AmbafTidor till lome 
time after, on account of the Works ercAed at 
Mardyke^ and fome othei* difierences between the 
two Courts. We find however, from what was 
obferved concerning the Payment of his Arrears, 
that Mr. Prior had not the Chara^er of a pub« 
lie Minifter longer than, the firft of Decembet thif- 
Yiear -..About which Time, in all Appearance, 
Lord S'lairs took PofTeinon of all his Papers that 
were then to be found : There being no Queftion 
but he had, before this, fecured thofe that might 
have injured himfelf, or any of his FHends. Fcr 
the violent Proceedings of the new Miniftry, a- 
gainft all who had any Concern in the hte NegO' 
nations, were fufficient to put him on his Guatd, 
and make him expert the Storm that toaa after 
followed. 
M*. P« I OK ^'- Prior feems to hav* laboured under fome 
aopliesfor Difficulties, even before the Queen^s Death> oa 
ittl^yaitnt Account of the ill Payment of his Salanr : And. 
JJ^^ ^' after the late King's Acceffion, he made fiich Re- 
prefentations on that Head, as procuredthe Al- 
lowing Letter from, his old Coll^ue the Duke of 
Shretvsifuryt who fucceeded the Earl of Oxford vol- 
the Place of Lord . Treafurer. 

7<7 Mr, Prior at Paris. 

SIR, O^hr j^b, 1714* 

Duke of • /-1p H O* I have been filent, I have never nee 
toJ^'pirJ.' -^ glefted your Concerns. When my Lord 
OR. * "* Oxford qmtted the Staff, he had ordered fome 

* Money for you, and feveral others, to the Va- 

* lueof fixty orfeventy thoufand Pound". Thbfe 

* who were to fucceed him, got Her Majefly be- 

* fore her lilnefs, to defer the giving out, or la-» 

* tisfying thofe Orders, till they (hould be further 

* cpnfidcred. After her Majefty^s Death, I could 
^ ifliic DO Money of that Nature, without a Sign 

*■ Mayauol 
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Afanod from the xLdrd's Jnftices, who reafoo- 
9h\y declined any Uiftribution of Mosey, but 
what diredtly tended to the preferving the Peace ^ 
in Britain, 

* Sinde His Majefty's Arrival, I have feveral 
Times mentioned to him the Difficulties and ' 
Hardfliipsyou lie under. He feems very joilly : 
and favourably to enter into them j. but as your > 
Arrears are a Part of Her late Majefty*s Debts* 
and they very confiderable ; tho*. I havp good 
'keafon to believe what was due to the Qge<^ 
at Her Demiie, will ^more than pay that Debt; 
yet the King » deiirous to fee a State of that 
Matter before he begins to pay 1 which could 
not be done immediately ; and is, I think* the 
-enly Caafe which delays the Difpatch of your 
Affair. I am foiisnfible of the Difficulties you 
lie under upon this Account, that if I had 
power to remedy them, they ihould foon be 
jvmoved : . And I make no doubt but when - 
His Majefly has gone thro' theie Forms he has- 
prefcribed himfelf, Juflice will be done you.' 



The Treafury being agairniew-modelled, and 
JjDtd Ha/i/exj another old Friend of Mr. Prior's, 
appointed iirft Commiffioner, Mr. Prior was o- 
bilged to make frefli Application for the Payment 
sof what was due to him, that he might be enabled 
to return home with Honour. None of his l.et- 
ters on this Occaiion are to be found among his 
Papers; but in a Letter from L.ord Ha/ifax to 
him, dated Dtcembtr the 2d, 1 714, is the follow- 
ing Pa£kge. 



' I read your Letter to the King, and did ^oi^^^ ^^j^^ 

* OHMt doing you all the Good I could. Tli&fax to Mr* 
' King has ordered you ihould be paid the Allow* Priok. 

* ance of a Plenipotentiary from the fiift of jin- 

* guji to the ^rit of December, together with a 
I Bill of £xtraofditaiies, amoonung in ihe Whole 

i*^. .. *^ . 
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* to 1 1 76 pounds. And the Bills that were due * 

* in the Queen's Time, will be paid in Coarfcy 

* oat of the Queen's Arrears.* 

But the Miniftry were in no haflc to ntiake Mr. 
Pit lOR eafy, 4ince it appears that he was not To on * 
the 7th of February^ 1714-15, when he received* 
two Letters on the fame Subject, one from Mr. ' 
Secretary Stanhope, and the other from the Earl of ' 
Halifax. In the Secretary's w^e the following' 
Words. 

Secretary * ^ reprefented to his Majefty in Council, that ' 

Stanhope to * it would be ioipoflible for you to return home» * 

Mr.Pti«K. < unlefs you were enabled to pay your Debts:' 

' Upon which his Majefty has been pleafed to d^• 

* red, that your Demands, as flated to my Lord ' 

* Halifax, be complied with : And accordingly I ' 
« have fignified his Majefty 's Pleafure thereupon* 

* to Lord Halifax 9 who I am perfuaded will be' 

* pleafed to fcrve you.' 

His Lordfhip*s Letfer runs thus : 

J-ord Halt' * ^t 's with great Pleafure that I can now let' 
fax to Mr. * you know, that upon reading my Lord Stair his 

Paior. « Letter, giving an Account of your Readincfs to 

* obey his Majefty's Orders, the King has directed 
' us to pay you 2408 Pounds, for the two Bills of 
' Extraordinaries which you demanded ; which,to« 

* gether with what is due to you yet, on your or- 

* Jinary Allowance, ihall be difpatched with all 

* the Favour and Civility we can (hew you. It 

* will be a great Pleafure to me in particular, to 

* haften your Return from an unhappy and uheafy 

* Station, to your own Country and Friends, in' 
. ' which Number I defire you will rank me. T 

* am, &c. 

Mr. Price ' 

wturns to T^js Money being remitted, and Mr.. Prior 
is taken iito leaving difcharged chc Deaupads that were on him 
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Paris, h& returned to England in the Month of 
'arch. Upon his Arrival, on the 25 th of that 
bnthy he was taken up by an Order of the 
ouie of Commons, and committed into the Hands 

a Meffenger.: And on the firfl of Jfri/, he un- 
rwent a flridt Examination before a Committee 

the Privy-Council ; the Account of which he 
us introduces. 

* The fevered Article againft the Inquiiition, is, 
that thofe who are called before ir, are not al- 
lowed a Copy of their Indidlbient,, but muft 
tbemfelves divine the Caufe why they are im- 
prifoned. I was called before the Secret Com- 
mittee, and fworn by Mr. Juftice Bofca^en to 
no particular Indi£tment? the Committee, on the 
contrary, affuring me I was not accufed of any 
Crime : The Secretary^ of State aflhring the 
Committee, that by the 'King's Order, what I 
ihould fay (hould no way afieft me. After which 
they proceeded to a wild Examination, not only 
of what I had tranfadted as Her Majefly's Ple- 
nipotentiary for three Years before, but of what „ 
I might have any ways known or heard of; 
what the Earl of Oxford^ the Lord Bolingbroke^ 
and others, concerned in Her Majefiy*s Afiairs, 
had aded.' 



What 
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What paffed at Mr, P R I O R 's Ex. 

amination, before a Commicee of the 
Privy- Council. 

Drawn up by Himself. 

IN outward Appearance^ they were all very 
civil I (et me a Chair equal to the T^e 
where they fat, and next to Secretary Stan- 
loff, who had the Books and Papers of the Secre- 
tary's Office before him. Mr. Walpole the Ch^« 
man faid little more Chan mere Compliment. Mr. 
Ltcbmere, with great Induflry, hid from me, and 
^ten himfelf lodced into Papers in Folio, unbottnd» 
and covered with a blue Sheet. I did not then 
know what they were, but during the Examina- 
tion, I perceived it was the Report then printed, 
and in fome few Days after publiflied. He began 
with an affeded Eloquence, that as I had fenrcd 
in a very high Employment, and with very great 
Applauie, the Committee rdied upon my Candour 
and Probity : That as what they. asked me hi8»' 
for the King's Service, fo what I anfwered would 
be for my own Honour. After this fome of them 
began with feveral vague Queftions : What I knew 
of the Negotiation ? How long I had been ac- 
quainted with the Abbe Gault'ter ? If the Propo- 
fitions came firft from France^ or if we fent them ? 
And defired me to give them an Account of what- 
ever I could of that whole Matter; which, it 
ieemStf -they thought I was fo ready to do, that 
fome 6f them took their Pens and Paper, as if I 
were to begin a Sermon, and they to take ihort 
Notes. 

I faid, That as I had always a£ted abroad by 
the Authority of the Crown of England^ and had, 
in Obedience to the King's Commands^ given op 

aU 
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th the Memorials and Papers which related tO 
^hat Part oif the Peace in which I had a Shares 
I was deiiroDs to anfwer the Honpurable Conr- 
nittee (befbre whom I urtderfiood fuch Pftpe^ 
were) in evterjr thing that might help to ejqplaia 
them : Itiat my Books wei^ already beibit 
them: and, as I had already written to Mr. Sd* 
cretary Stanhop^^ thofe Books muH even ipcak for 
themfelves. The Committee feemed to ^nkrctt 
in my Anfwer. tloixl Cmt. * w(hi^)ered the Choir* 
man, and faid> No, we wiU begin with the Monef. 

The Committee then defired to know whac 
Money I drew from the Treafury in i yj i, whenl 
went into France, I anfwered. Two hundred 
Pounds ; and, as I reisembered, that vm the SaiA. 
Ihad either Credit from Mr. Clifford^ on his C«r- 
refpondent, or from Mpnfietir Cantillon : I coold 
ilot well remember w)iic!h» it being now four 
Years £nce. Had you thefe Bifls, ibme of (hem 
faid, from my. Lord Treafurer ? I replied, No. 
They asked me. Was it by his Order ? I faid, I 
liopeid .there was no O^afion for a Reply to tteit 
(^eftion. I prefumed it would be found, as other 
Money expended on the like Occafion, by Diroc* 
tionof the Sovereign. I found they were not 
pleafed with thb Anfwer. WaL faid, Will yo« 
think a little of the Methcd in which this Exami- 
nation is to 'proceed ? And Mr. Prior will !>• 
pleafed in the mean Time to retire a little. 

When I was catted in ag^in, the fameQueftfon 
was asked me, and the fame Anfwer returned. 
i ^dded, That I well hoped thofe Sums, and fede- 
ral others of much greater Importance, were paid : 
That otherwife, for want ot Knowledge in the 
CrOWn Laws, I fhould find my fdf a Beegar; and 
from an Hotel at Paris, might fpend the reft of 
my Days in the Counter: And here I addrei&d 
inyfelf to Mr. Stanbofey as to what I had writ xq 
lUm ccfncerning my Debts. He ftidj^ That m-. 
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filing of all this concerned me. .P. I moft apply 
myfelf to yoa upon another Head. I muft owli 
•myrelf unexperienced in the Method of Parliament; 
J have no Papers by me ; I have.no Council ; for 
iwant of Memoiy or Judgment I may err; and .tho% 
iGentlemen, I. am accuied of nothing, I know not 
•but that I may accufe my&lf through Inadvertenqr 
-•rMiftake. 

: Here Mr. Stanhopi rofe up, and told thel Com- 
. jnittee. That he had the King's patticular Direc- 
.tion, that whatever I faid to them, or they to the 
Hoi^e of Commons, fhould not be of any Prga- 
tdice to myfelf. I took a Sheet of Paper, which 
' . lay before me, and wrote this down, as I did what 
. they had already faid to me. Here, after they 

• had whifpered, and fome even feparated diem- 
. felves from the Table to confer in a Cbmer of the 
■'. lloom, the Chairman told me I might withdraw ; 
, which I did» leaving the Notes I had taken upon 

Ihe Table. 

When I was called in again, I found their Ci- 
:. yility much abated, and the Battery quite chang- 

• cd* The mod confufed Qiieftions were put to xne, 
upon feveral Heads, backward and forward, by 

: Li€b, and Bofc. and Con. (the two firf^ of whom I 

. think underftood not one Word of what they woe 

. faying). Con, at length prevailed. Mr. Pjlior, 

you were fent out that you might have Time to 

recoiled more particularly upon whom you had 

; Credit, when my Lord of Oxford fent you into 

. France. P. I have great Refpeft to the Earl of 

. Qxfprdi but lie never fent me into France. And 

: turning to Mr. Secretary Stanhope, who had the 

Books of the Office of 1 71 1 in his Hand, I faid, 

, That as I had the Honour to be fent into France 

by the Queen^s efpecial Appointment and inmie- 

diatc Direction, I prefumed the Cbpy of my 

, Powers were to be £bund iii the Books before 

Jiim*. He turning to it» Mr. Friq&, is this the 

• Vide tht RcB«^, Folio i. 

Cow 
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Copy of your Inftradions ? /. I believe it is ; 
but Co give the Committee no further Trouble on 
this Head, I am ready either now, or any other 
Time, to produce the Original, as I think it may 
tend to my Service. Being asked of whom I re- 
ceived Money in Irance ^ 1 anfwered of Monfieur 
Cantillon. B$fc. Was he not a Papift ? ?, Elfc. 
Sir, he could not have been a Banker at Parity 
which he had been for feveral Years before I 
knew him. In one Word, he was the commoa 
Banker to whom the Englijb addrelTed themfelves^ 
and I think Clifford of Amfterdam was his Corrc & 
fondent. Ztan, and WaL I found frowning and 
nodding at each other, and extremely afhamed at 
this vile Stuff. 

Being fent out, and called in again, I found the 
Thunder broke out. Wal referred it to ^tan, to 
fpeak. Stan, The Cbmmittee are not iatisfied with 
your Behaviour tb them. Thave ab-eady told you, 
that the Lords above, and the Committee here, 
have taken Notice, that they find a conftant C6r- 
Tefpondence on your Side to Lord Treafurer, but 
no Anfwers from him ; whereas all your Letters 
from Lord Belingbroh are entire, and commonly iq 
their right Order. Some of thofe indeed are mif- 
.£ng. The whole Committee ecchoed the fame . 
Thing. P, I was told fome Hours fince, by this 
Honourable Committee, that I fhould be aske4 
nothing that might prejudice myfelf. I am a good 
deal confufed ; I have no Council ; and with gnf t 
Refpeft, I look upon this to be a downright Ac- 
cufation of myfelf, as if I fhould have held an/ ' 
Correfpondence I was unwilling to declare. £ 
mud ttkt my fdf to you in this Point, Mr. Sian^ 
hopt. The Letters that we receive, when abroad, 
from the Secretaries of State, we keep, copying 
our Anfwers to them, both which juflify our aft- 
ing according to our Orders fent us ; and I prefume 
it will be found that my Letters, which' you have 
in your own Keeping, anfwer thofe written to 
me by the Secretaries of State under whQ& Dts^fasv 

- O 2 tSWTS&X^ 
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jnents I aiited ; which Letttrs yoa have likewife. 
Vou have alib the Letters 1 have wrote to the Lord 
t^reafurer in my Books, at lead thofe of them that 
itekted to the public Afiair, and confeqaently were 
#orth k6epin|. I did not, not boiild t e)^>e£l a 
eobftant Cjorrefpofidence from him . What I wroti 
^^ for hh Informacion ; what Ufe his Lordfluf 
Ihide of that information, I had rieafon to prefame < 
"^921^ for th'eQueeh^s SeiVice; and the Aiif^eri and 
SDir^dtions to me were to come by the Secretary 
tt State. Commit. It is very firange, that not 
abovfe two or three Letters JSioolci ikppear from tny 
lx)rd Trtiafarer. Did he not write more to ydn ? 
j^. He writ tb ine feverai Times, and I obeyed hfli 
Commands intimated to me therein. Thofe Cbm- 
tttands pei-fdrmed, the Lette/s were of no Ufi; 
and I no more kept them, than I did Letteti 
received from other Noblemen, the Duke of 
iuckingham^ the Lord Hartfax^ Ld'rd Harcourtn 
then L^rd Chahc^llor, (ffr. They reliated no 6- 
therwife to the Negotiation, than in comineriduig 
ine, bfTurihg me that he reprefented my Services 
to the Queen in a right Light, and wifhine a fpee* 
dy End to the Negotiation, that I m^t come 
home to him. 

I was fent out again, and retailed ; ix^as a^ed 
how many Letters I might in all have itceived 
from my Lord Treafurer, and what was the Su6- 
itance of any of them. P. As to the Number, 
i cannot particularly tell ; I received a Letter from 
iiim fometiines of live, fometimes often or twelve 
Lines, ordering me to pay Sums of Money to 
Terlbns who had the Queen*s Penfion, and were 
then in Frana, or recommeiiding (bme of his 

rrticular Friends to my Acquaintance, or, which 
thought much better, telling me he had orderied 
the Payment of my fillls ; but I might very (afely 
. affirm, that 1 had no Letter that could poffibly 
coni^rn the Committee, or any body elfe. I have 
one LcMir that as Lord Treafurer he writ to m^, 
whieb lielaied lo i\x^ ^ql^huuxx. ^€ \]^ Pawry oif 
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King Jamesh Qaeen Mary ; a Thing publickly 
tranfafled, and known here in England : But at 
no Progrefs was made in that A&ir during ni)^ 
Stay in France, and that it did not belong to the 
Negotiation of the Peace, 1 had not indeed given np 
that Letter, but, as I thought, I coul4 find it, or thf 
Copy of it, if it (hfuld.have b^en thought of an/ 
Ufe. In the mean tix^e, I thought proper, in 
<^fe any Thing had beea done in that matter, to 
keep that Letter for my own Juflification ; as in* 
deed it would have been my Order. Jfo/c. Sir» 
you fay you do not luiow how many Letters yoii 
had ; Might you have ten ? P. I believe I nvighe> 
Bo/c. Might you have fourteen ? P. I believe I 
might. Bo/c. Might you have fixtcen? P. Indeed^ 
Mr. Bo/c, I have told you that I cannot anfwer 
you to aoy indefinite number. It \yas ftill urged 
with great Vehemence, that I kepi: a conflant 
Correfpondf nee with my Lord Treafurer. . P I 
am very far from denying it f but he did not keep 
a conflant Correfpondence with me. It. was rny 
puty to write t^ him, and be was to make what 
Ufe h^ p.Ieaf?<y of my Letters. I complained 
ibmetimes of . th$ QljeSions I met with at the 
Court of France in the Execu^on of my Orders ; 
and wa$ very gkd when by the Ltttcrs from the 
Secretary of State, I found my Difficulty made 
eafier : But, Qentiemen^ fince we are upon this . 
' Subjed, throughout the whole Q^urfe of my Let- 
. ters to my Lord Treafurer, and even in thofe I 
wrote to the Duke of Shreivsbury^ after his Grace's 
Return, both in England and Ireland^ I ilill com« 
plained that my Lgid Treafurer did not write ta- 
me. And here indeed, being very much teized 
and vexed, my Lord Cqu- raving and threatening 
that thefe Letters mud bq produced ; I laid. If 
there be fuch Letters in the World, that contaju 
the Secrets of the Negotiation written by mj Lord 
Treafurer, it might be very well prefumed, hit 
Lordfhip kept Copies of them, and he mud pro* 
fliuce them ; Fori^. faid I, by the etfcnal God £ 
O 3 VxiSSH 
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know of no fuch Letters ; and yoa know, mj 
IiOrd» that your Countryman is no very txzh 
Cortefpondent. This I faid, having known that 
iny Lord Con had troubled great Men, if not my 
JLqrd Treaforer particotarly. with Letters, who 
liad never taken Ckre to anfwer him. I grant * 
this was very fbolilhly faid ; for one (hould never 
provoke a Hedge-Hog. Coh, breaking out into 
a |reat Paffion, This is impofing upon the Com- 
mittee I P. Impofing, my Lord, is a very hard 
Word. He lifted up his Voice in Anger, and was 
going on : But Stan, yet louder than he, fwore, 
that he could produce every individual Scrip ci 
Paper that had been written to him by any Man 
alive, or that he had written to any Man during 
his being a Minifler abroad^ P. Mr. Stanhope^ I 
am forry I cannot do the like ; if it be fo, yoa 
arejhe moft careful Miniiler that ever yet were 
fent abroad They proceeded in asking me to 
give an Account of what, they (aid, I moft nee^ 
. Know of the Meeting of the Lords at my Houfe^ 
^lih Me/nagir and GauJtier. I had already heard, 
that they had confulted their Friends of the Law 
upon that Point, and had determhied to fix upon 
that Meeting, wherein the Preliminaries .were- 
figned, as an Accufation of Treafon. - How jnftly 
I leave to the Judgment of all difinterefted and ho-^ 
neft Men; fince firft, in the Nature of the Things 
it is impoffible for any two Nations in^ War to 
come ever to an Accommodation, or begin any 
Plan, upon which a future Peace may be fbund-^ . 
led, without fome Overture and Intervention of thia 
Kind. All Treaties, from that of Vervtm dowa 
to this Day, have been thus mediated. Ca£trn 
ivas iTi Holland^ and difcourfed and conferred pri- 
vately with Monfieur Pyckweli^ on the Part of the 
States, above two Years before he took a public 
Charadler, and figned the Treaty <^ RjfovieL 
Hlonfieur de Torty was publickly in HoJiandt 1 709,. 
conferred with the Penfioner, and the Deputies fi 
the States; and our own Plenipotentiaries the Doke 

of 
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of Mitrikdrough and Lord Tawnfiendf reported 
JFrom thofe Deputies to Her Majefty, what ther 
French Minifter either prepofed or ^granted. Mef* 
nager had as full Powers as France xould give, had 
owned the Queen's Authority, and feen her Per- 
fbn ; and had, by Her Majeity's Diredions, feveral 
Times conferred with the Lords of a Committee 
of Cabinet; all the World {eeing- the Man, and 
knowing the Fad : So that any Meeting after 
this could not be fecret, dangerous, or treafonablek 
Mr. St. John% Letter of the 25 th of September^ 
1 7 1 1 , to Her Majefty, informs Her immediately 
et this Meetings and her Majefty approves of 
what is there done, by Her efpecial Warrant for 
figning the Preliminaries, containing. The Demands 
made by her Order *. 

It may be obfervcd that Mr. S/. Jchn writes to 
the <2uecn thus, 

*• The Committee of Gouncif met this Morning . 
«• at the Coekfiu and diredled the Earl of Darh 
'** mouth and myfelf to confer with Monlieur Me/- 
•• nager : We faw him accordingly this Evenings 
•• at Mr. Prior's Houle, where my Lord Trca- 
** furer and Lord^ Chamberlain were likewife pre- 
** fenjt.'* The^Treafon therefore, if there werf, 
«ny, was committed in the Morning by the Com- . 
mittee of Council, and at the Cockpit^ and not at 
Mr. Prior's Houfe in the Evening. It may 
properly here be added, the Queen had figned 
a; Warrant the 17th of September 9 1711, to tlie 
Lord Keeper, for full Powers* ; in which my Lord 
Harcourt^ then Lord Chancellor, the Earl of 0;v- 
fordi Lord Treafurer, the Duke of Buckingham^ 
Prefident of the Council, the Bifliop of Briftol^ 
Lord Privy Sea!, the J^xikR t^i Shrewibury^ Lord 
Chamberkin, the Earl Pouleit^ Lord Steward of 
the Hou(hold, and the Earl of Dartmouth^ and 
Mr.5/. J»hn, Secretaries of State, andMATTHBW 
PiRioRy Efq) were nominated and empowered to 

* Appendix to xht Report, Page 8. 
X App«n<iii to the Report, Page 7. 
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^ with tlie Sieiir Mtttfimgin^ prcfvided with, fdf • 
icient Authority to fetde an eventual or ^on^tional 
Convention between Her Majefty and the moft 
Chriflian King ; and that this Warrant wasi not 
made ofe c^, for Reafons given, being very natui 
. ral, becauie they were O^em only on the> French 
6idt» and did not obH^ Hev Majefty to any 
Thing.: So they were only figned Ifiifnggtr^ and 
Dartffmth and Bu John are only Witnefies that 
thefe Artides arato be looked iipcm as Coodkioni 
which his niofb Chriftian Majefty agrees to grant, 
and whith are afterwards to be reduced into ^n^ 
and exjdained to the coounon Satisfaftioo of Great 
JSrifmn and Frame, Though this Prooednre will» 
wkhottt doubt» heaeafiev appear confoviant to com- 
mon Senfe, conducive to the Safety and Qood of 
QrM Britain^ and jnftifiable by the luuver^ 
Cuftom and Law of Nations, Nmhc npft erm hn 
bcus. I faid, Moniietir Mifikag^ni had o^kcn been 
at ray Houle ; that the Secretary of Stale ^ ieea 
him there ; that i had cat aod ^nfe, a^ beta 
dlH>oad with him fevecail Times. Th^y took great 
Kold of this. Bofc. ex{«dfiKl KmfelfP wilM grcit 
Joy, This is more thaa, we knew la#£?rtl tatk 
Ironi thence they ran wildly bnbk,. When \ knew 
GauUUrr Where I had beea wjth U^n^gir ^ I 
anfweved to this in as genctal Terns as I cQpld. 
The Chairman perceived that they woaldi lofb thcHpr 
y^iss in thia Multiplicity of Qg^fons» V^ 
^checking their Speedy reftraine4 it IP thjs one D^ 
•mand« Ciniirm^ What Lorc^ were pi?<^ieitf at yoqr 
HouiiH at the Meeting when th« prdin^mxy Ai;^ 
^les wave calked of, ox figned ? 1 anf«^*d» The 
two Secretaries of State ; for it is eect^ua ^^ we«a 
fo, their Names appearing in the laAruiaexit. 
Cifairm. Was my Lord of Oxfhrd thefe? P. J qi(^- 
not recoiled it : One of the Lofds weifie aj^ent; 
whether the iXike of Shrtwatkuf^ or the ^sl of 
Oxf^rdf I canaot tell, la all Sinjoerity ajQ4 (ioii^mr 
this is Truth. They.grew wrwejy angcjr'^uppa 

it* 
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jt» and fent me oat to r^olle^l if both chcfe Lqt js 
were not prefcnt, 

I came in« and aiTured tBcm agahi. That as 
well as I could remember a Traniadion^ of wkich 
I took no Notes, and which was now above thret 
Years paft, . and of which. I was fp fer from ex- 
pedling to be called to any Account, that I thought 
it vvas an Honour to me> I could not determine 
which ' of the two were abfent; I (aid again* 
That this was Fa£l^ that I do not remember it : 
I have only an Idea th^t oo& of them was abfent. 
The Anfwer indeed hadthia £ffi^ that it was thir 
fame Thing as if they were both abfetit, fince they 
could not determine which of them was prefenc* 
Bat upon this Meeting no lefs Aecufation than an 
Article of High Treafon was to be founded. 
.Was a,i\y Tl^ng qiore difficult ever put upon a 
Man, than, to endeavour to extort an Evidence 
fcom me, in order tp bring (hole to the Scafibld 
who were Friends and Paxrons. under whpfeOrdera 
JTormerly, and wi^h whom jointly now, I had the 
Honour to a£t>. by the Oi^en's Dire^'on$, and 
jn a Matter not poly ii^poqei^t, byt laudable ! Or 
could any thii^ be morcabfard,: or more inhuman, 
than to propple to me a Qi}enion, by the anfwer^ 
ing.of which I migjbit (ajpcprdine; to them) provf 
my&lf a Traytof 1 $ince« as { h^d heard, every 
isi»x}L who ia a Partpec, is a Pmcipal in Treafon : 
And notwith^anding their ibjemn Promift, that 
nothing which I could fay 4]|ouU hurt Inylblf, X 
had 00 Reafop to trpft' thm ; for they violatol 
that Proffufe about %^^ Hopjts af^r (as I fhajl fay 
^noh). Howevert I own^ I was there prefent, ^ 
Whetb^ thia waawUelydp^ft 9t no« I leave to < 
my Friends to. de(erpiiAfi. 

Frppi pay being takw up by Oi-d?r of the 
Hpufe of O^mnons, this E;KamHi$itjpp was juft 9 
Wpek. They npw, after j; had been tprned out, 
:ip4 retp];ned agMo> int^ro^ilfied me : If fipce my 
being tak^ IniQ Cttjtody, . I h^d not feen aiy 
tord of.gb^;^ or.itfiy of h)$ S^Hqp$ ? I faid, 
05^ \>Bao. 
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I had feen my Lord of Oxford the lafl Sunday at 
Mr. Tifomaj Harlefs Houfe ; and was going on to 
explain that Mr. Thomas Harley and 1> who were 
taken up at the fame Time, (living within three 
Doors of each other) commoxdy dined together at 
one or the other of our Houfes, ourrefpedive 
Meflengers guarding us. That on Sunday going to 
dine with Mr. Harley^ I (aw my Lord of ^Oxford 
at the Stair-head) goii^ out ; that I asked him if 
lie dined with us : He told me> he was to dine in 
better Compny : That this was a!l that pafled 
between us , the Me£enger at the Bottom of the 
Suirs heard every Word I faid to him. As I was 
telling this, they anfwered it was faificient, I had 
ieen my Lord of Oxford^ and his near Relation ; 
which was the QueHion ask*d. 

I here was ordered to retire, and when I was 
called in again, the Chairman, from ambngft 
jnany Books and Papers, which he had before him> 
(and the Secretary .of State had on the other Side a& 
many ; and I perceived many of them were my 
own) the Chairman, I fay, abruptly enoagh threw 
one Half flieet of the large Demy Paper, written 
very foul, and razed in feveral Places, which, 
indeed, when he gaye into my Hand^ I hardly 
jknew what it was» fo far as to give any reafonable 
Account of it, it being without Date or Title, and» 
as I fay, very imperfeft as to the very Words 
and Stile. He asked me dryly, and without any 
other previous Word, If I knew that Hand ^ 
P. There are two Hands in it^ one is very like 
the Hand I write when firft I make any Brouil- 
Ion. Ona or tf-jDO of the Commi/tee, Sir, What do 
you mean'by a Brooillon ? F. When I write any 
Thing at firft only for my own Memory, as to 
what I would dr^W up after in a more perfed 
Manner. Iperufedthis Piece of Paper, and, np- 
On a little Reflexion, dire^ng myfelf to Mr. 
Stanhope, faid, I believed this Paper contained 
fome Notes upon a Letter I received from his Pr6-> 
deceiror^ my LQtd JSo/tnziroie. Hcwatspprifid 
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of this before; for he readily turned tathe Letter 
which was regiilered in the Office- Bobk. I added,' 
that X thoughc there were fome Notes I had taken 
in the French Language, to enable me to fpeak- 
more particularly to Monfieur de Torey of the 
Matters mentioned in the laid Secre^ry's Letter. 
As that Letter was written four Years before, and 
I was not in PofTeffion of my own Letters, the Se- 
cretary himfelf and the Committee could bed in* 
form themfclves of the Subftance thereof. There 
was written. My Lord, Tr, ne doute point que la 
Chur di France n* y trouve de remede. Now what- 
ever Lord that might mean, they had already 
ppnted it my Lord Treafurer * : arid in fo doing 
had given that Sentence the wrcngeH Conftru6lion' 
imaginable, as proving that my Lord Treafurer 
would give up Tournay to France ; whereas the 
whole Hint was meant to renew to the Minillen x 
at that Court, that Toumay was to be given x% 
the Allies ; and it was to keep the Coart oi France 
from endeavouring to hope the contrary. A^ 
what was in this Brouillon was fometimes an A- 
bridgment, and fometimes a verbal' Tranflatioa 
of my Lord Bolinghroke^h Letter, which Mr. ^/«^<« 
hope dill held clofe, and as I read the French into 
Englijh^ I asked him if the fame Senfe was in thc- 
Letter. He did not deny it. Con, grew extreme- 
ly angry, and on a fudden broke out into forae 
Expreifions, which neither he fhould have uttered, 
nor will I repeat ; and fo I was ordered to with« 
draw again ; which was into' the next Robm» 
where not only a Meffcnger of the Houfeof Com-' 
mons, but a Door-Keeper of the Secretary's Of*' 
fice, waited a;Il Day, and were flill ready to re-; 
celve me. 

Being called in again, I was interrogated with« 
out Method or Conne£)tiion, as any. Member of 
the Committee pleafed, and indeed with Confuiioa 
and Dlfbrder enough among themfelvesi for 

X Vide the RcporT; Page 341, 



i%t Mr. P R I O R*i Examination.. 

tkty foraetimes Aopped each other^s Qoeilion^ txA 
jpropofed new ono$ of their own. At lad it came 
tatnis. Chairvi. Mr. Prior, we cannot doabt 
I^ut that yoxk are apprifed of the whole Afikir of 
^eifrnaif. Did my Lord ever write about fournayf 
f, I cannot readily anfvyer, as not underftanding 
ihfi Force of the Qu^ilioa : I brieve myt Lord 
Treaiii^r may have writ to me concerning T&ur- 
i|4jE at the Beginning of the Negotiation : I am. 
fore he has, {poke to me aboat foi^nay : I may 
be miftaken as to the Tm^ i bat I think in i yu 
t)ie French infixed upon their having Tournajn: 
Qut I very well remembsr, * that the Queen^ Ia- 
ilru^om to her AnvbaiTadors for the general Pea^» 
lyere pofitive th^t the Du/cJb flipuld have it : I 
i^derftood ^le. Negotiation to continue always ' 
upon thait Foot. I acided^ that as the AfEair of 
the Barrier was tr^pfaded at Utrecbi, { had nothing 
ip my I^flnv^ion^ relating to that whole M^tter,^ 
pthervvife than a^ it might rdate in general to the. 
I*^^, What I have of the whole Negotiation 
i$ before you. Here JVal, and! Stan* grew mighti* 
^X porpl^^s one in ^ Allien, ^nd toother in an 
i^^uoded Paffion. Cqn* raved outright. I may 
j^ftly proteft th^ I could not conceive the Caufi^ 
<^ this Diforder 3 for I did i)ot know that they 
'ifiA already founded theis Hi^h Treafon u^n the. 
Aj-tide^ of S&«rfff0;i| againii: my Lord Treafiuer; 
nor can i fince comF^h^ why tbey did. To 
Iqew the Juflice^ 30 well a^ the gopd Judgoientof 
d^fe Mea^ it muft certai^Iir appear ntot only 
«j|tay«£pt» but rk)ifiia}oMj( to ail who think righter 
tiuM^ the Committeei that is, to sJlMen livings 
that an Article of High Treafon Ihould be f^Mi 
agjf^Rfl ^ Evgii^ lifter ^pQi^ Ttfnmqy, which 
HjfSli no^ gwCA u|f to the Fn^id, aod Qq iQ^Dtioii 
^v.e> made of lifik, which afi«dUy was giVen upw. 
7i^s by tk^ w^. It jQiay bft $irth^dbftrvi4i( 

• Vide Anfwer to the Memorial^ dated Abv. 18, 1 711, 
Append, to the Report, Page J^ the Qup^'f j|||^ttioiit t» 

|Jkf7l'icaipotcatiMks^ ibid% Fh^^q^ 
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that at that Time not one third Rirt of the Cbnw 
mittee themfelves did know upon what Point the 
Accu&tions either againft the Earl of Oxford^ or 
any Nfan elfe> were to be giounded; .feveral of them 
having iince told me themfdres^ that they never 
drew up or read the Report ; but that thoTe Things 
^me to them» a^ they n^errily exprefled it, teady 
Cut and dried. 

But to return to my Journal*; this various ami 
hicoherent manner of Examination having now 
Med above nine Hours. Two of my Mafters (by 
the way) Mr. (hijhm and Mr. ErU^ had left the 
Cbmmittee almoft at the Beginning of the Day \ 
kr to give them their Due, they asked me very 
ftw Queftions white there, and by going away 
fecmed afliamed of the Proceeding : And now 
Wa/: himfclf grew weary of it, and was going, 
but hindered, and, as it were, kept in the Chair 
by Mr. Staff, who &id openly^ they couM not go 
qn without the Chairman. I was ordered to with* 
draw, and during aboqt half an Hour^s ReceTs 
into the next Room, or rathet PaiTage, as the 
Door was by chance opened, I heard them tXr 
tremely warm aod loud with one aopther. Whilft 
1 was in this little Room, in whith the Mefienger 
nnder whofe Cuftody I was, and ^ Door- Keeper 
of the Secretary's Office^ 9s I have already (aid, 
were waiting, Can. came out by a back Way, aa 
Bo/c. did by the fore Door. In this Rooni was a 
Trunk, apd hi- it feverat Papers and Mtinoriab„ 
to which the Qupmittee had Rccomi^ during the 
Examination. The Trnnk was open, and I could 
not but'per^ive by the Indorfements, that many 
of the Papers were my own. Con* whifpered the 
Officers to lake care that { fhouldnot come nigh the 
Trunk, and really fcoked on, me more like a Fury 
than a Man ; though certaito^ I had alt the Rij^t 
imagij^ble to i^e every P^pgr diat related to me 
ih Qiy Ejcaminatipo, wnich was. pretend^ to; be 
> made upoh no other Foot; than that' th^ Kinj; 
^ "Tbel&fhrned of what 1 kad doos fot &«. 
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Service in .the Negotiation of the Peace ; and' if • 
the Committee themfelves had really a Mind to 
ht apprized of the Troth as to Faa,. the hindecr 
ing a Man whom they intended ihould. become 
an Evidence* from feeing his own Papers, was 
))ut an ill Method towards his giving ^em a ckarec 
Intelligence. 

I was now called in for the laft Time, and I 

found that they had . collefled. feveral Heads of 

what they thought proper I ihonld fet my Hand 

to. I read them, and madefomeObjedions ther&< 

onto, bat to no Purpofe. I faid, that to many 

Qoeftionft I had not, nor could anfwer, in the po- 

fitive manner that was there fet down : That a 

to divers Fads, I could not take Things upon my. 

Memory : That as t04)thers, J had indeed laid I i 

believed, I thought, .1 had heard,, or nnderilood 

they were fo : That the Omiffion of thefe Words ^ 

^nade me fay po£tively, apd as an Evidence,, what 

I ihould not be able to maintain, having oply, 

anfwered them as my Memory ferved me, and : 

as much .as I knewof the Heads upon which. I > 

had been interrogated ; knowing that they tkem'i 

felves had blamed my Anfwers, fur being .very. 

imperfeA ; and I had more than once told them,. 

I was forry 1 could not anfwer them morp fully^ 

I objeded againft thefe Words : He confeffef that 

find his Confinement he ^as confer fed loith the. 

JSarl c/. Oxkitd, and hu neareft ReJatiens, I idid 

not, I (aid, confefs. Confeffion fuppofes a Crime,' 

I was told, I was accufed of none. I iaid'I had. 

fees the£arl of Oxford zt Mr. Thomas Harlef&i 

and as I wasgoingto teU the Thing again, Jefus L 

iai4 Cost, how peijiir'd is this Man7 P^ My JiOrd^ 

baveacareof— ^— -. Con.. Ho, Sir, .*tis yoo. 

diat muft have a care. Seeing jpow the Face of. 

the Committee aeainft me, ..knowing and prefum- 

ing that if ever.the Doke cf JShrewituy, tiheBlri; 

Qf Qjc/ord, or Lgrd BiUngkroke hm^ fhoold 

be brought, to Trial, I maft be fare before, the 

l^irds have an Opportaoity of ejqplajnijig wi^t X 
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tad faid, and declaring what Ufage I had found 
from the Committee, I figned the Paper. I cannot 
here omit a ridiculous Inftahce- of my MiddUfex 
JuHice'd Skill in the Law : He was jail going to 
fet his Name on- the Left Hand of the Paper, where 
i was to have fet mine ; and if he had not been 
timely cautioned by the Chairman, it would have 
been the Depofition of Hugb Bo/cawen, jurat, ro- 
ram me. Matt, Prior, 

When I had Au» figned the Paper^ the Chair- 
man told me, that die Committee were not at all 
fatisfied with my Behaviour, nor could give fuck 
an Account of it to the Houfe that might merit 
their Favour in my Behalf : That at pr^ent they 
thought fit to hy me under a ftrider Confinement 
than that of my own Houfe. Here Bojc, played 
the Morality and Con, the Chriftian ; but both 
vefy aukwardly. BoJc, iaid» that he had often 
heard Mr. Stepney (who was a'>vii[e Man) and bur 
old Friend, repeat this Proverb, ^ear ie my Shirty 
hut nearer my Skin ; and teld me, if I hdd remem- 
bered that Saying, and a£ted according to it. It 
wodid have been better for mb. And Con. faid» 
he had known me a long Time, and was heartil/ 
forry for my Condition ; but all this proceeded 
fr'om my own Fault. Now this kind Commifera- 
tion did not laft above a Miavte ; for the Mefienger 
to whofe Houfe they intended to confine me, being 
called, Con. * asked him if his Houfe were fecoitd 
by Bolts and Bars. The Mefibnger f , who is by 
Birth aGendeman, and a very good-natorM Man, 
was aflonifhed at the QueAion ; and anfwered^ 
that he never had any in his Culiody but Parliament 
Prifoners, (as he expreiled it) and there were nei-; 

* Lord Coningihft Behaviour, during this Examination^ * 
isemsto have been the Ground of that Refttntment expreft^d 
againft him by Mr* Pb ior in his Ballads of Down-Hall and 
the Viceroy \ the firft of which is in the Third Volume of his 
former Works, sand the other in the Second Qf thcie pofthu- 
ipous Volumes* 

t Mr, mUngp^ai^ 
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.theF Bolts noF Ban in his Houfe. At which Con* 
.rcry angri)}» iiu4» Sir^ you muft fecure this Prifo- 
jser ; it is for the Safety of the. Nation ; if he 
cfcapeo, you (hall anfwer for it. And now I 
met with another- Ha4dihip», which indeed^ I 
could not have expfaed, as I had all Day taken 
Notes of tht l{6ads of their Examination, and 
my Aofwers* «nd particqlarly that Mr- Stanbopi 
had, by his Majefty's Ordei"> informed the 
Committee, that fivin whatever I fhoald iay ia 
.this Examination, nothing ikould or ought to nr 
/dound to my Qwe Prejudice : Nor indeed could 
it be imagii^ I Ib^ki anfwer uppn any other 
Foot I for wit^OQl th^ King*% C^etu, J doubt 
if I ought at ali t^ have anfwered to the Qua- 
mitte^ 

# 
Th«fe Pro€ee4i«^ in theCoamlttce of Coqocil, . 
•nd the ill Uiage hci thoogM he had nitpt wi|h in 
the Report of the ^fer^t^ Qmmki^p oi thci (f onie 
•f Qomn^OM, Qeeafioaed M^ ^^19^ taipdartak* 
tDefcaceof HimMf an^ the hMe Mimilry, a^b^ 
lh« Charge attempted to be. maintained in tJ^faid 
Report. This Thf^n^, as far^ as he had fioifliM 
i^ with Refore^oes ^ the Repprt itfd(^ jg^ hjsn 
iH&ly printtd fio9thi» Ptf^^s^ f^Ff^ 
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Mr. P R I O R'j Anfwer to the Report of 
the Committee of Secreiy, afftointed by 
Order of the Houfe of Comnums^ to esea^ 

. minefeveral Books and Papers laid he^ 
fore the Hotife^ relating to the late Negth 
tiations of Peace and (Commerce. 

THE* Co^mnittee report to the Houie^ 
that they have examined feyeral Papetf 
and Books relating to the late Negotiar 
tions of Peace and Commerce ; To the Demolitioii 
oi Dunkirk i To the Affienta Cdntraai To the 
Af&ir of the Catalans, and iecret Nq;otiatioi|i 
relating to the Pretender. 

f They begin with the Negptialiooi of Peaee. 
The intended Demolition of Dunkirk, as it is a^^v 
liciaUy called^ as likewiTe tho iMBeiHo^. and the- 
A&k of the Q^iUoMh is. reii^q;^ tp ^pp^tt Op- 
portttiuiy, odQrac^ CaJi^nMi: 4d4 ^.tp any 
Cqrrerpondence proved betu(een the Miniili^ and 
the Pretender, another Time, and another R<|- 
poFt nuy biing it to^Jght: Qut as to what is 
tinted of this i^ind» your hear no Word of it tilt 
Page^he ^zd; and wl\at is there bid evinces quite 
the contr^y tQ the Pronufe niade in the very £rft 
Pa&e. 

The firft Thing tjiey exprefe, is. The Surpriae- 
they are in to £nd feverai Books and Papers 
v^anting. To 6nd them wanting is extreme good . 
Englijhi bat the S^enfe this Phraie mxik bear, is* 
That they ibugkt for wh^t they could not find. 
As for Books, 1 knpw not what they could aiean i. 
i prefume the ordinary Letters and £ntries^ re- 
nting to the N^otiadcHi, as- they were left, might 

• Junt Ac 9th, 17 15,. t Page i. 
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CDnfeqnently be found in the Offices of the Se* 
cretaries of State. Lord Bolingbroke had To littl^ 
Time to fupprefs or take away any Papers, that* 
as I have heard fay, many of his private CorreC- 
pondencies were feized. The Earl of Sir afford 
Papers were delivered op immediately upon his 
Arrival m€ng/a»d; as Mr. P&iob.*s f were to 
the Earl of Stain at Paris* They were all pot 
into the Hands of a Secretary of State ^ but ft-om 
thence indeed they were feverally given to Per- 
fons who were to read them, and make ExtraSi 
o^t of them : To Perfons, I fay, who neither bjr 
their Profeffibn or Knowledge in the World, coon 
be thought competent Jc3ges of thipm. Bat 
they cannot fitid ; To that as they find lead. Men 
are to be judged more culpable, and the fuppofed 
Crime of the Accufed increafes, zs. the Accufei* 
knows lefs of the Matter- Upon this Wiy of 
Keafoning, I had rather a Jury fhould bring mt 
in guilty of High Trcafon, than return it. J^«ar 
ramus » 
* As to Books coUeded and bound together,* re« 
lating to the Pretender and hisr Intprefl, I prefume 
they could not expe6t to find fuch in the Office : ' 
I mean by this, that they could mean jtift no* 
thing. '• 

I'he firft material Pa^r found, . is named The 
fir ft Pfopofitions of FrUnce^ figned by Monfieur-^ 
ile forty* This Paper is tranfmitted by Mr. St. 
John to my Lord Rahy at the Hague, There 
is but H five Days.between the Q^cen^s receiving - 
^efe Propofitions, and her communicating them 
to her Allies ; And in this Proportion it is re- 
markable* that ' the Barrier i|i the Lvw Gountriet 
was, that this Barrier fhould be agreeable to Ekg- 
land, and the good Liking of the Eir^/i/S^, The 
Preamble indeed is a little untoward : For his mot 

f By Mr. Prior*s fpaakio&of himfelf inthe ehltd Fer- 
foh, it feems as if he had defigned this Defence for an ano« - 
nymous Publicatioo. 

I ^//az, and»7, 1711, 

Chtiftiant 
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Chrifltan Majefty fays, That thofe who governed 
the Republic of Holland had induftrioafly render* 
ed the Negotiations froitleTs, iince the Separation 
of the Conference at Gertrnydenburg. Her Ma- 
jelly takes Notice to her Minifler, that in them 
there is an Air of Compiaiianoe fiiewn to them 
in England, Why ihoald there not be fuch I 
The EfFufion of very much Britifo Blood ; the 
vail Expence of a confuming War oneqnally caN 
ried on, and at lafl become knprattcable, sts the 
Parliament expreiled it fome time after, the very 
Dignity of the Grown, might reqpire fuch Com* 
plaifance. The Dutch couU not be ofiended at 
it, nor do otherwife than tl^nk her Majefly for 
this Communication ; f and tjhey do acknowledge 
the Queen's Goodne^ upon th^s Occafion. They 
declare themfelves weary of the War, which, they 
fay, they endeavour to conceal from the Enemy. 
But how ^T they did conceal it^ or how they a^ 
ed with her Majedy reciprocally, I fliaH touch in 
the Sequel of -thefe Papers. This being only pre- 
mifed by the Way, that whereas the Committee 
do not find any Communication to the States, of 
any Negotiation carried on for ^wt Months after, 
let them only look to the feventh Page, where 
the Report feys. That Monficur di ^orty- had 
written in Junt both to the Penfioner and Mon« 
£eur Vander Duffhn^ giving an Axicount that they 
[the. ^r/«f/&] had b«^un a Negotiation in England*: 
So far was it from being kept a Secret from oar 
Friends in Hdlandt either on oar Part or that of. 
France, 

II The Paper called- Mr: Prior*s Authority, 
h figned Anne R. at the Top, and A. R. at the 
Bottom ; nor eounter-figned. A terrible Accufation 
fro.m Perfons vcrfed in Bufinefs, Privy- Counfellon, 
Chancellors, Csfr. No Powers, from thofe of the 
lead Agent to the grcateil Plenipotentiary, were 
evercouatir-fignedi and Lbelicve thefe Gentkmen 

•f May loth, »6th, 1711, y Pag93, 
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will be of Opimon, that J* Rl at die Bott6m of 
the Paper, wa»a better Warrant for Mr. Paioa^^ 
AAion, than H^Mry St. j9brC% ox Dartmouth^^ 
cguki Jiave been. 

I The next Thing worth remarking is^ That 
the Ef^i/k lAm&yy deiC'iiMnpd K) carry <x^ a fe* 
pamte Negciliatioi^^wjth Frmc^^: That the Secrat 
ihould hff kepj( inviolably^ til^ aMdwcd to be di^ 
▼ulged by the ConfeBt of both Partiea. How thtt . 
was to be onderftood^ I have already &e\yn, the 
Queen, as weU as Monfif or iU Torcy^ having 
commoaicaced it to Udland. This Keeping the 
Secrct» is a Fom u(ed in every Treaty that ever . 
was mads» and meaos that it ihould bs comaauni* 
icaced to as few aa nj^y be. Bot the Queoi has^ 
here broke her Wbrd with Branca. 1% this a 
Fadlt ? If (he had kept i^.. vt^d not that have 
.l^n ye(a gtfiater \ Bm that a^y Negotiation oF 
this Kind, In which ib flptaiy Prinees, aa4 Sutep 
are jointly oonceyii^d, conU pofflbly faia carried oa^ 
without ibme ftaftridtion of tt^is. Kind, wUl br 
evident fkoaa:^ whalh I AaU ano^ ohfiiwro ; #m|i. 
what has been alwaya paaAtftd by allNaii^ 
.engiged in ^iiaac^ oi^ War \ frpm wW tlM» £ii- 
pefor and the Dutchi^ the chief of ohc Aliiefift lu^vf 
. .idone in rehlion to us and^each qtb^» domg this 
and the preiem War i and fi»ra what we have 
reciprocally done cowards them onder the Mlniiby 
of thefe Men, wha fUnd ready now tojcomplaia 
and impeadu 

At the Beginning of the Report^ the Commit- 
tee faid, they could not find that the- -D«/f^ were 
ever ading privately with Franct. A (Irange 
I'' . ■ - in Men of their Penetration. Some of 
them fare moft have known that the States have 
never defifted, even fince their breaking: off the 
C^onierences at GeKtruydtttlfurg and the hagui, to 
covrefpond with France. Thsy have their Agents 
all the while oat« Lur4, upder aSretencf of 
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trafficking Books, wrbie Conftantly to Paris^ and 
Petticum was a^lually negotiating With that Crown. 
Mr, Prior fays, (t do not know If he lyes or 
not) that at his Amval at Pontainhleau, at the 
Bsginniogbf Auguft^ 171I9 he faw three Letters 
writ from Monficur de Petticum to Mohfieur de 
Torcy, written, as Petfieum {ays, by the Order 
<jf the Penfionaiy himfelf. He invites Mr. df 
Torcy to renew the Conferences fo unha{!>pi)y 
broke off \viih Holhutd, He fays, he is ready to 
tome to Parh ; or to meet any reHbn authorized 
by France f at JSmiens, 6t elfe>yhere. He promifeis 
it fliall be more advantageous to iF'rance fo begin 
with Holland feparately : That his molt ChriHian 
Majefly has only to propbfe his Own Terms, and 
the States Ihall agree to them. He adds, too 
^ruly indefed, that the intelli^e Divifions ita England^ 
will render any Negotiation with us imp'radica- 
blej iot that one Party will certainly oppofe 
>Vhat the other would cohfeht to, how jufl or 
jreafonable foever. He explains, that one of oar 
Parties has a very great Incere^ in Holland: He 
hames them as the Perfons mbft cohcerned in our 
Banks and Stocks here ; moneyed Men, not Well 
afiefled to the Miniftry here at home, who are 
rather inclined to a Land Intereft. He infina- 
ates the Emperor^s Defire of continuing the War. 
So evident it is, that there was an Endeavour to 
wreft the Negotiation out of the Queen^s Han^^ 
notwithflandin^ what is afferted in the Report j. 
This I take to be the great and true Reafoii, wh^ 
the Negotiation did not advance betweeit j^pril 
and Auguft ; and indeed, as we had a great Par* 
ty here, fo there were foffie Miniiiers in France 
too vifibly ihtereiled in the Dutch Fad^ion. ( 
do not fpeak ft to their ReproaUi ; ifbr they 
thought It iliore for the Intereft of their Coontry, 
that a Republic, whom they might in 1* ime cru(hy 
* jhould be now fiivoured, rather than that a Mo* 
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narchy, whom they always dreaded> Amild be 
fecvred and advantaged. 

Anongil other Argument^ this was one at 
that Time made uie of. That Great BritatM, as 
Matters then ftood, coald not begin to treaty be- 
caufe we could not own King Philip : Whereas 
the Dutch had always ufed fuch Civility to that 
Prince, that it woiild be more eafy and pra^ca- 
ble for them to. begin ; upon which wc could not 
refufe to follow. Thefe Things indeed ought to 
have been forgotten, and obliterated in the Peace; 
Imt the Oppofers of it make it neceffary, even for 
the Safety and Honour of the Perfons concerned in 
It, that they (hould be mentioned. Far from de- 
iigning therein to hurt any Man, and not faying 
any Thing hard upon this Subjedl, I proceed to the 
iph Page, the Grounds upon which the whole 
Report is founded ; *viz, a fuppofed Breach of the 
Grand Alliance on our Side. 

Neutri parttum fas fit de fact cum bofte traC' 
fare nifi cofijun^m.~'~^Thc Accufation is. That 
we treated Separately, in Violation of the Grand 
Alliance ; and it is immediately obferved, that 
the Preliminaries are iigned before any Thing had 
been finally concluded for the Security of Great 
Britain, How then as yet is this Article violated? 
Or what Reafon has any Ally to take it ill ? But 
if any Thing had been concluded for the Security 
of Great Britain, would this have extenuated the 
Offence ? Not in the leaft. We ought not, it feems, 
to have made any fuch Security. The Argument 
turns Jx)th ways ; and if the Miniders did or did 
not (Upnlate for the Advantage of their Country, 
they are equally culpable. 

But if before any Treaty begun^ and in order 
to oblige Her MajeHy to hear only what the £• 
nemy defired to begin to treat upon, as well for 
Herfelf, as for Her Allies, the Enemy ofkn 
any Thing, which, when finally concluded, may 
be for the Security of Great Britai» ; ihall ~aB 
Efig/(^ Miniflry be accofed tither ki baxiag 

what 
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vvvhat the Enemy would treat upon, or for tam- 
ing the Beginning of this Treaty to the Advan- 
tage, or at lead to the Security ,(for this feemi to 
be the Objedion) of their Country, at the fame 
Time that they hear all thofe Advantages pro- 
.pofed in Favour of the Alh'es^ chat the Queen is 
.obliged by any Stipulation whatfoever to procure 
for them : Tho" the Caufe were tried at Frankfort 
or Amfiirdam^ theMinidry mud be cleared upon 
this ^mx\ ? Bat in WeftminfterHall, I will not 
doubt but that fuch an Endeavour will be adjudg- 
ed juil, honeft, laudable, and fland recorded in 
the Hearts of all true Brttons^ to the lading Ho- 
nour of the Perfons concerned in it. Let us confi- 
;der tie Force of this terrible Article. Neither 
Party (hall treat, /'. e, make a Treaty without 
the Confent of the other. Shall therefore neither 
Party hear if the Enemy has a Defire to trcfat at 
^all i and in fuch a Cafe, fhall neither Party have 
Power to communicate to \i)& h^y what the £- 
. .nemy propofes, or at what Place or Time the 
Delegates of all Parties may meet together to coh- 
ier ? Is the Article to be rellrained to this Senfe^ 
\No Trumpet then can ever be fent, no Captive 
redeemed* or Hoflage exchanged, without the 
previous Confent of the whole Alliance : Thou- 
£mds and ten Thoufands IffQft have peri/hed during 
.this long War in Prifon, unhappily added to 
thofe ilain in the Field. In one Word, if we 
^ould ever have Peaee, we mud either fend to 
' France^ or France mud fend to us. The Sea is 
4he Frontier between the two Kingdoms, and it 
is impofiible by any other Means for each Nation 
to know the immediate Sentiments of the other ;. 
or elfe we muft be contented to let the Enemy 
apply to usy and we reciprocally to him, by the 
Jiitercourfe and Mediation of fome third Party. 
What great Diifadvantage the Crown arid People 
t>f Great Britain have received from this lad Mib* 
thod, and to what dreadful Precipices we were 
ilrivea by porfuing it, is evident to any Man wha 
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reads the Prieliminary Engagements, and Treatiel 
entered upon for fix Years pad: s and if tbe Ac- 
cufatfon agaihll the late Minfftry conies oiiginall^ 
from th^ other Side of the Water, it is a previous 
Declaration in Favour of the PbHbns concerned. 
It bbje^s Co them only, that woald avoid thoie 
apparent Inconveniencies, in which too ihanifeft]^ 
their Country had fuf&red mtfch, and is likely 
ftni to fuller more by this mediate and ^xond- 
hand way of treating : And may we ndt its well 
make ovit Bargain, a$ leave it to be ihade by oar 
Neighbours, , how cordially foever they might ma- 
nage for us t Are we obliged to truft oui Allies 
in Negotiations of the greateft Conference, an3 
where, God knows, We had the deepeft Concern ; 
and fliaH tliofe Allies not tnaft us? A ChiM 
would be aiharoed of the Abfurdity of fucfa Rea- 
fohing. 

The Article, t will ybt t&ke it for granted, h 
not only a Reftti^oh qpbn tis, but ft is ejuallV 
obligatory t^ all the Allies ; and yet the Ftople 
only named as injured by us, are the Dutch i 
whereas every Prince and State concerned in tbe 
Alli^ce, have the fame Reafon of ComplaiUt. 
Now it will eafily be granted ittipra^table, that 
every Motion or Propofal towards ^ Pe^ce fhoold fie 
tranfmitfcd to all. The Dutch therefore have a 
greater Right in this Cafe than the Emperor, or 
any other Ally j or the Argument is void. At 
fhis Rate, we are to hear from bur Enemies hut 
by the Mouth of a Cannon j and the jaft Confe- 
quence that follows upon this ConftrufUon of tbe 
Text, is that all Means of Peace are cat off, and 
the War, to the Joy of thofe that delfght in it, is 
"eotailed upon us for ever. 

Let us icohfider, 

Tirft, How we came nnJcr thefe ihvioIaBle 
Obligations, to which thefe Religious Obferv^n of 
Treaties would biad us down for «ver. 
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SecoftJfy, How oor Allies have dealt with os in . 
tl i' Regard. 

The Grand Alliance wis a Bargain, and not a 
%"€!/ advantageous one for Z^/aW, had it been 
'never fp &nt\ly made good. The Obligations ' 
of it were reciprocal. How negligently our Alliea 
kept to their Fart of it for thirteen Years, and 
how that Neglcd increafed every Year, as it was 
complained of in the Time of the Earl of Godolpbin*% 
Adminiflrationi proniifed often to be redreffed, 
till at lad/ by . plain Extrads and Accounts laid 
before the Parliament, it appeared that the Dutck 
had not complied with one Third of what they 
were, by the.moft folemn Contrad, to fumifh, is 
evident to the whole Nation '; till at lad tho ' 
States very roundly told as, that they had dope ^ 
all they could, were not obliged to ad according 
to the Exa^eis .of the Quota^s and Contingents 
agreed to, and that we fhould force them into a 
feparate Peace, if we infilled upon thefe Prd^r: ' 
tions, or even retrained an open Trade which 
they carried on . with France ; which Trade was 
difadvaatageous to Great Britaifty by near a Mil- 
lion Sterling ^^r ^««««r. Thus they performed* 
their Obligations to us. How they afled with 
the Emperor, even ia relation to this very Grand * 
Alliance, is evident in that they formally entered, ' 
fince the knaking it, into two Treaties of parti- ' 
tion, figned by the Penfioner Heinfius himfelf) ta 
which they oblige themfelves to v«^ge Wat againft • 
the Emperor and his Adherents, in cafe he is ; 
not fatisfied (inftead of the whole Monarchy of 
Spain) with the Portions which, without his 
Knowledge, and againft his Will, are affigned ' 
to him in ihofc Treaties. And as to the Einpe- ' 
ror himfelf, during feveral Campaigns of the laft 
War, though the Allies had near 200,000 Men, ' 
of which England maintained above half, employ* 
ed in endeavouring to get the Dominion of fa 
great a Part of Europe and America to his Fa*' 
tnily, he has not had of his own Troops 9000 
P ' ' ^«i\ 
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takes it ill, that being at the fame TiflM KHA^ 
rof of G&maify, iffci mUttt tff ibovfc half JltoA, 
]ie lis Indt fiktwife Itittg 6f j*lf^,. rttf MuMt 
ef tt&t ihiies : t* hough the B^ "d fitt Gno^ 
AWatt 'f^ ititL^HkA ^h tHis PiinciJ^Ib, Aat Hkde 
Dl^fl^nk>tts ihalli ^^¥ be uAitdt i¥t the 1*ler(cm t)f 
itite thit ftall be Emjpiek'dy^ oyeV^tt JCitigof the 
RdMatrs. He &ke^ this iif of ft Qbeeti iS" G>i»r 
BHtain^ tKaf tofitriftuted dfettihify CO kx. the lOi* 
pd^ Cfowi^ ujpbh hid tteid, t^ he hittftlf ic- 
kdioV(rkdg& ; ^lod he teiees it jU (bo of a Natlbb 
th^ itfciied the Bidopire iti^tf Okit of the lAttO^ of 
Wrance^ and feciufed it (d the iMilltticl& of tile ^A- 
/y/'/^ti FaimTy. 

I^at \Ve Rhiy reihi^ber htiftKr fcMlpolcyus all th2i 
white our Atlles wefe, as tb this i!V>int of not tifd^r- 
ing;; onlefs 16 Cbnjun^don with u3 ; and honir itfdch 
they valued any Con^plafA't tk RlJkttOtfftrance \ddch 
%ve could Hia&e upon ^\% llead, we fteed but jdft 
kbk back upon the c6mnfi0n ai^d kndWn Ocetif' 
raices of fome Vears paft, even as they tsM |>ujb- 
liflled and printed in the Shops. 

About the Beginning pf &e Year tjt^. f the 
PreTident de R^uilUy with PafijX>rt8 jrdih the 
S^tes^ csme to Antiutrp^ atfd frOm theMe t0 
Mierdyke^ Where MtfHeurs ^f ^tf^fj arfd F^jsr i^«/i 
y^xr, delegated by the S'tafeft, <;ofifc»^ed tvith him 
privaceTy ; and in this cTafideftiHe M&Dtfer theft; 
Efoputies contiihie to aA with the ffineh llfiniftet 
i& Aprils in which Moiith the fHoke 6f ikafWb 
r^^y who had never been ildmitt^d to cc^fit 
wi& <^ i?0«/Z&f; and had only takeA fifth Kt^n 
of the Negotiation as the t^enfioder \Vis J^eaftd 
to give hkn^ came into ihglandta giire kn Ac- 
count thereof to Her Majefty. In his Grace's Ab^ 
fcfnce, MoAdear de Tarcy arrived at the Hagtte ^ 
tEe Peniioner advifes the Duke thereof by httxer ; 
and upon this Advice, his Grace fets oat for the 



Tfagae. The Conferences continue all th» whllt 
4>et«veeti the Trends Mkiiiler and the two Duuh 
Depones ; for neither the £hjkc of MmrAorougb or. 
XiOFd t^TMnlheni have ever yet feen Monfieur di 
Rou'ilJe^ till he is prefented to them the 19th of * 
Mmj, by Monfieur de 7§rcy,^ The French, la 
tbefe three or four Months^ made fuch great Coi>> 
ceflioas, as gave Hopes of a good and foHd 
Peace : But thefe Concefikins wcfc ftrll rejeflcd. 
Prince Etigene afid the Duke of ^larJhnugb ver^ 
feldom vouchfafed K» a^ at the Meetings ap- 
pointed : IsTor was it very Grange that two great 
Generals, at the Head of 200,000 Men, ihould 
not be very fond of quitting the Advantages of . 
-thofe high Stations, for the bare Sacisfadlion d 
haying their Names printed at ilhe Bottom of a 
Treaty of Peace. 

Monfietir de T§rey at laft returns to Paris, hxv-^ 
ing openly declared above three Weeks before his 
goiog from BoUakd, that the Preliminaries, at 
they were then drawn up, could never be confent- 
-^id to by the King hb Mafler. Notwithilandin^ 
all this Procedure, and the repeated Protefbition« 
•of that Mioifter on this Sobjedl, in deff^te of 
Fadl and Probability, we draw up a mock Ne* 
gotiation, as if already agreed to by France, an4 
(ead it over to be ratified by the Great S^ of 
England I and to the Wonder, as well as th& 
Lai^hter of all Europe^ we find it formally iiga- 
xi/i, as agreed by the Imperial, Eriiijh^ and DtUck^ 
Plenipotentiaries. Not one Word made of th« 
French refufing it ; which, in relation to England^, 
carried with it )uft as good Senie, as if I (houhl 
get the Writings engro&d for a Man's EAate, whb 
has {aid he will have i^othing to do with me; or 
that I fhoold fign a Contract of Marriage on jny 
Part wiih a Woman, who had three Weeks bsfoxi^ 
£ed the Country to avoid my Solicitation. 

Happy yet had it been for Great Britain, if thti 
proceeding had proved only ridkuloiis ; but how 
4;ingereadit^wad lUcewife, thcv^ Rental of thA 
P 2 ^^"^^^ 
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Articles will demonftrate. They carry as on to a 
Point of View, far beyond what was propofed by 
the Grand Alliance ; and whereas we were hither- 
to obliged to make War only till a reafonable 
Compenfation be got to the Emperor iaftead of 
Spai/t, we are not now to lay down oar Arms till the 
Houfe of Auftria is pat into the intire PoiTeffion of 
the whole Spanip Monarchy. If f$ru or Mexic9 
now refufe the Dominion of that Family, oar 
Fleets and oar Armies are to go thither to conquer 
- thefe Kingdoms for them. We are at the fame 
Time under fach Obligations to the Emperor, as 
to Germany f as may entail a War of fifty Years 
upon us, and an Expence of feven Millions each 
of thefe Years, in cafe his Imperial Majefly thinks 
good to hold us to our Bargain: So that without 
entering into any arithnvetical Detail, the third 
Part of the Recolt and Lands of all Engiand is 
given, and a growing Intereft. upon it, for the 
Prolongation of a War, which is now out of oar 
Power to £mfli ; and this too upon no Confide- 
ration oi" Conceffion to as in the World, on the 
Emperor's Part. No little Comtat or Hans-Town 
«ver adled with fach Humility and Submiffion to 
the Court at Vienna^ as the Crown of Britain did 
on this Occaiion : ^Tis all Condefcenfion on our 
Side, and the Emperor's Love is worth the other 
fifty Millions : Nay, he has not as much as pre- 
vioufly honourM us with the Approbation and 
Confent of the Empire : It is enough that he will 
do it as foon as po&b!e, and we honedly believe 
him, at leaft upon his bona Fide. How well he 
has acquitted himielf in this Point, may, amongft 
other Articles, be feen in one Particular. 

Whilll immediate and peculiar Care was taken 
of every Article that could be thought to regard 
the Iritereft of his Imperial Majcfty, or the S^tes. 
General, the State of the Proteftant Religion in 
Germany was what as well the late i^eeh as His 
prcfcnt Majefty have frequently declared they had 
very mnch at UeaiX ; Bu\ la Ui^c Prpliminvief 
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^e only Care that was taken ir this Behalf, as 
well by our Calviniftical as Catholic Friends, was. 
that the Aifeir is referable to the Negotiations of 
a General Pejtce ; which is, in plain Englt/h, that 
this Article is left fairly to the Declfion of the 
Emperor, the chief Potentate that oppofes it* 
It is to be determin*d at a Tribunal where a Pla- 
rality of Ronoan Catholics prcfide ; and the French 
King is by this excofed, if he is found paffive in 
the Matter, under a Notion that That Prince haa 
nothing to do-in the Affairs of the Empire. Thw, 
hy the way, was the fpecial Care taken in thefe 
Preliminaries of the Proteilant Religion. 

In the fame Preliminaries we fairly give to the 
Dutch all the Towns in the Lo^ Countries t5 gar- 
rifbn, and all the Re]iKnaes of thofe Countries, to 
maintain their fo doing. ^ From this Moment we 
proceed upon the moil unequal, as well as moft^ 
.unjuft Conditions that ever were impofcd by Al- 
lies, upon a free People, {(hall I fiy ?) nay, by Con- 
querors upon the Vanquiflied, To continue ta 
fight, is thought the proper and fole Bufmefs of 
the EngUJh. We are to iufliin all the Lpfs ; 
Strangers are to (hare all the Advantage, and w^ 
are never to think of Peace till they tell us thejf 
ate weary of the War. At this Price of our Trea- 
fure, of our Blood, and indeed of Common SenieV 
we acquired that great Pennyworth of Glory, 
which (^s Count Gallas fatirically told Her late 
Majcfty) the Emperor would have bought, if 
he had had Money enough. And in this Situa? 
tion our old Friends, fo much famed for emblema- 
tic Wit, might agiin have painted us with lions 
Claws, but with Calves Heads. 

The moft melancholy Ani m ad vcrfioD yet re- 
mains to be made upon thefe pernicious Prelimi- 
naries, ratified on our Part, never fo much as 
figned, or intended to be iigned, on the Part of 
France : That upon M. ife Torc/s Return to ^^r- 
failles; the French King fends them to all the Prt- 
vinces of. his Kingdom, fhews them to be captious 

P. 3 ^ \5JL> 
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ih their Tenor, anreafonable ts to their Demands^ 
•cay^ jmpcffibic for him to comply with, * and 
caiculafitd only to make a Separation between 
that King and Spain. The whole PeopTe oifranci^ 
pvith all imaginable Zeal cosfent, Ckrgy as wcB 
«s Laity, to augment thevr Taxes : reiblve noi- 
verfally, whether with Rea&n or no I fiial! notr 
^etermine, that the Allies never did intend a 
• Peace, and will %ht, pro arts l^ focis^ till mom 
sesibbable Terms may be propofed ;. J^nd fo ihew 
they are in earned, tbey mL their ytry Plate, 
xaite the Dixmes of their Efiates^ and fupply the 
King with above a hundred Millions of Livr^. 
^e Bfantards^ at the &me Time, for fear of being 
]iereafter difmemberM or abafcdy as they thooght 
they were by tbefe Pvoceedkgf, became fo invio- 
lably united to the Intereft df FhiUp and hii Fa- 
Buly^ that this Tranfaaion^ Joined to the (urpri- 
§^ EileAs of the following Campaign, made it 
utterly impoffibk that That Prince Ihoidd, ha- 
nanly fpcaking, be ever removed oat if the De- 
minions )of ^pmn^ or attacked wit^ aiqr Snccefi 
^ them. 

It may not be amifs to obferve, that in the In- 
ftrudions given thij Year f toihcDake <if,M$rt- 
hrougb and Loid Town/bend^ they are to dedase 
to the Penfioner of HoOaud^ and fiKk other Mem- 
jbers of the State as may be proper, that no Nego- 
tiation of Peace ihoald be entered into with Fra»ci 
till the Prelhninaries were firft adjofted between^ 
Her Majefty and the States Genecal. Is the Em- 
peror, the King of Prujia, the Ekftor of Ham- 
^'uer, or atly Prince of the £n9ipire» kt into this 
Secret ? XMay, do not the Inftrudions particmlarly 
lay, that this Communication is to be mado only, 
to the Peniioner and fome of his Favourites ? Docs 
there appear in diefe InilrufUons that great Tef* 
Atmt^ to all our Allies in general, or that Zeal 
ZBOie particalarly fgr the £mperor*s latercftj wb&k. 

♦ Sic Pa^c %%i%^ \ v^^^ 
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i^i^nes out with AH:h For^e at pc^fent^as is lik^y 
to r^c the whqle Nalion on Fire ? 

flowev^ri ^ui rops thf Ipftru^Son, a|id tht 
Ref(?rep.c9 fw it is v^ry cafy. In 1709, th*^^ ~ 
Qigqsn's P!$^pot99tian|»$ ipfiy not only treat, |>ue 
cpac)^d^ with th^ Pei^fiquir, aiid fuch otl^r o£ 
tb^ $t^t<5 9& m^y be QOAvepiokt ^d necdpuy, 
c^clufive, 93^ hjjs befit alrc^jjy fti^, of ife^' '^eft' 
pj (h^ Allies: The Pi^nipjoctptiari^ ar^ neither to 
rfgard Qor ailp if thefe ypry Gei)tlegien p/ Bofffnd 
hav^ fv^Qcienty or i^de^d ^ny ?^f/€r fs^ja tljeir 
Msfftjprs. Yet in '7 12, {b^ faipc Qjujp^n's wtefe 
Cpiincil^ or fpiph of tbem 95 ihe pleafes to 9P.|{ii- 
t^ate, (hall jnot be t^pught qpalilied to treat \iAth 
a Miniver of France, t^ko'' \\e comes in|tro6led yvjth 
as PhII Powers as any Minifter, ev#n a Prince of 
t^.e Blood, did or cppld ever produce from that 
Crown; and thQU£;h th? Imerdlt of alHbe ' 
Allies w(f^ prj^vioui^ ^eti pgre of, w^re pen- 
tioned, and (a^ fitr. as the Mature of the Thing 
conld-admit) a^ljiiftei thp ^rft J'm9 .th» Plem- . 
potestiaiy iBMl^ with the P^rfons ^ 4Qlm^- 
ByHp-M^ftJ^* ' 

Tpwaids tb^ latter End of tjus Year fj tl0 a^- 
jricr Tr^ty was fet pn Foot : It was cpmriv^» 
doLwn np, and perfejEted ip H^I/jitml; it is fijpped 
1^ feyeo of the States Q^nivral on tb^ir Side i a- 
moiuEft whom is the Pcnfionfr Hd^Jtus ; and on 
bur Sde it39 £gned fingly by Lord 7omxi^9dl 
his CoVqgtie^ oiir £rit Flenipocenttary, whp 1^ 
more Precaution and Exptriencej for yeiy fo» 
lid Reafon^ declining to Hgn Ic jointly wi(h hfan. 
When this Treaty waa fenc over, and p^j^ Jbjr 
Thofe w ho had thpp ihe Honour to bp of ilpr AJa« 
jefty's Council^ thp' the Whole wa» genpr»IIy «m- ^ 
deniDcd, ye^i to ]^^p weD wi^th Q» Dutfk, as 
the Phraie jat that Timp »^ent, it wn» dl^oi^Ht pro- 
per ID try iuch Jocperimm^ «s nodgh(, m» ^e 
fixs^liiie^ ^leftify $he grpftH ,9ml mo^ j^Bak Int 
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conTeniency in this unequal Stipulation ; by which, 
•in one Woxsd, we were to have had nothing but 
what, God be thanked ! we had fecured to our- 
lelves by our own Laws and ConfUtutionSy and 
^ . lor what we ought to be indebted to no People, 
or Body of Men, but to our own Parliament ; 
; and to no Caufe or Thing, but (o the natural Li- 
berty of our Country, and the Providence of God 
.* in the ProteAion of it ; while by the fame Treaty 
dM States were to have the U/u/ruit, and probably 
the abfblute Pofleflion, of all the Low Countries* 

To redrefs or conceal the great Difproportion 
and Enormity of this Treaty, fome explanatory 
Articles were drawn op, and ient to be inierted 
with, or added to, the Whole ; but fo far were 
we from being heard on this Occafion, that the 
Treaty was fent back figned : Thefe Articles, par- 
ticularly eight of them of the greateft Tenour and 
Impprunce^ being abfolutely exploded and re- 
Jeaed. 

When any Man has read thefe Articka,^ he has. 
but to refledk to what fadi Extremities the Q-own, 
the Mioiilry, and the Nation of Great Britain^ 
were reduced. ' The States, without any Reftric- 
tion or Account, Ihall garrifdn and pofleTs not 
only what they have already, but whatevicr thSey 
ihall acquire in Fiartders dtU'ing tb6 Prpgpefi of 
the Wajc: Britain ihall, without any Advantage, 
without the leaft Confideration, ajlift to th^ com- 
pleting this Bargain, with, all her Wealth, and to< 
the utmbft of her Power. 

It is here obfervaWfc, that the Qacen cffcr'dto 
ftlpulate with Holland^ that ^either of us (hoqld 
enter into a Treaty with Trance before the. entire 
Monarchy of ^//z/>r was yielded i^ as a. Prelimi- 
nary. The Dutch refufed abfolutely to enter into 
fuch Agreement, and gave thi^ Reafon for their 
l^efMfal : That their People wouM never be bcooght 
to confent to it. Yet upon the Report made at me^ 

• yae G. CoUi of Treaties, Page 490. 
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Hague * by the Dutch Deputies, that the Confe- 
rences they had held with the French h2id not met 
with the Succefs defired, the Imperial Minillcr 
declared, that the Emperor would not confent to 
any Partition of the Spanijh Monarchy. And the 
next Year f he makes the fame Declaration, at a 
Conference of the Allies at IJtrccht \ tho', as I havie 
£iid, the very Principle upon which the grand 
Alliance is founded, is^ that a reafonable Compen- 
fation ihould be made to the Emperor, in regard 
to his Pretenfions to Spain. What is Her Ma- 
jefty to do now ? Infiit upon the entire Reilitu- 
, tion of Spain to the Houfe of Auftria ? The Dutch 
will not come' in even to the Propoial. The 
Queen and Her Minidry mull not be releafed 
from this Engagement, from which oar Allies 
have fo evidently receded: And the People of:". 
Great Britain are iiill to be tied down to this hard, 
this unequal, this impoifiUe Condition ; infomnch, 
that when the Difpofition of human Affairs in the 
two fucceeding Years had rendered it infinitely more 
fo than it was at the. Time that the Dutch made 
this Refufal, a great Lord confefs*d in the Upper 
Houfe, that the Thing was impoflible ; but he ilill 
urged that it ihould be iafiiled on. 

The State of Aftairs were fuch at that J Time, 
that as it appeared to be the Counfel, fo was it ^ 

really the Imereft of the ImperialiAs to prolong 
the War. 200,000 Men were fij|hting for them*" 
of which they did not maintain above 10,000:: 
Their Dominions were to be extended by a Vic- 
tory, and the Lois of a Battle mud have kept us 
longer in a War. This Children call, Crofs V 
ivi»i Pi/e you loft. If the Allies had had the better, , 
the Emperor's Demands had increafed. The beft . 
we could have expelled would .have bccii, that - 
the Congrcfs ihoultl have been prefcrr'd to Frank- 
fort or . to Baden, How gpod' Conditions we : 

••J7IC, -J- March 4. I7H-I2, J 1712. 



3 2a Mr. P R r O R*> /kjix^er' 

ftodd therm havi; obtamed, eren ts tm what f«^« 
ted to oar own Honourr^nd iiow the Demaflds o^ 
Bttgland would have been rrgarded^ or the Prote- 
fiaot Intereil fuilaiiied^ i» evident from wte hts^ 
fince been done at the latter of thefe Places. But: 
mm the Tables : Had we ioft the- Bstde, tfctff 
End liad yet been more d&^aallj ^mied : BMmd^ 
and Gruai Britain m\A haue lencwod tmd aegmrnt 
ted their Strength : The old Argmnent, -diat tbc 
exfltrbitant Pown* tsf Frii«ri> ti^as ii«yt jnet fulSciefidy 
alhated, woold have been yenewed ; and we, agam. 
irightenM, mufl haveilill gone on in^a urild Mzm: 
tH a dcftruAive Land War. 

The Prepofel cf havii^ JT/mrifirfif demdUAed* 
max Friends re^efted,. withoat voudi&fing to ^ptie 
.US any xeafon for tbefr ib doin|; ;. Ao* *dus iKras^ 
the only Advantage we pxgjofcff to oorfclvcs, tm 
expdfted to Teccivc on that Side, "fyti^ Ae Vie* 
tories we had Irdpod them tb igain, and^ harixtg^ 
larocured Affin the aflmbft entire foUcffiontJlf thirtjr. 
forti^fied Places,, and ten PrcFvipoes.. 

Hard is the. Facte <^ Gtett Bri/aifti if 'we axe 
ttoond and condemned to Terms from ivjiidi ooT' 
Allies declare themfelvcs ne.'caied ; if we aretHilrg- 
ed to Jijake Wax for thciti i/pon Condition?, wihidiv 
they a«kn^vl^dge they carmot m^ke their vwt^ 
^u^efts perform 5 and i£ diti States, whoivotiid: 
9iot admit of our having Dunkiri^t are not ^sdjr 
^xcUfcd, but jtfflified ; whilft the Qr ecu's Mitoifte^,. 
lor iiavinjg fmce i/btained it, are not ra&j to be. 
bbmed but impeached^ 

. It may be here aot improperly obftrve^. 
That Dunkirk h * named as whatmayi^utre'a 
l^ttcular Attention, becaufe tlm'Pon and Co/tf/i 
are fo r.ear, that the Enemy may fall thence to 
the Coafts i/f the States, or to thofo of Creai 
Britain^ in one Tide : But nothiitg b. feid or pro- 
pped in ^favour U its iwing dcmoHfted. It 
may be. added, that neither daring thi& lafl or 



t^^pre;iQeden)t ^ar^ tkgr would cx? confent to the 
.b^effing u^ t)v)' ^e' bad -often propcrfbd-^k ^« 
<e^r«Ee IP .{h^;;i/ aa4 Gffiered tp do it at our 0W11 
|:xpet)cp. . 

Abp.4t th^ B^innins of t!ie Yetr 1710,^(6 
* French .Plepmotentia,m8 ?^rrivc' in JfoUaud, and 
gt ^oerdyke^ p^s zx^ f^ander Bufftn meet tfacm. 
Tl^e C;oD{srencjM which thefe ^Deputies hotd fion 
Time to Time, are "fcranfmitted to the Uagug^ to 
thplPenfiona/y .and fwftc of the Deputies 6f Btate s 
and by tliefc Pcrfons they are comm^oicat^ed co-Ae 
Imperial and Brit^ Plenipatcntiaijii^. 

T,lie Conferences at Gertruyde^^fg^ j^ll "Martb 
and April, Ti^Q carried on in the f^me Manner ; and 
when in ji^y there aj^eared fome Hope that Che 
Nejgotiati<3n^ .wjiich i^d like to have l>roke otF» 
jmjgbt Jbe renewed, the ijmperial Mipi^ defirfd 
to .he .^dppitted to ,the fdcceedii^ Coi^renc^s i 
but' this w^ over- ruled ; and the ^^etlbn ^ivm 
for it w^s, thjit the other Minivers* ps^icUJariy 
thgfe of England J ;nieht claim the i^me Priyilc»eJ 
I)[Qt only the Propqutions at GMrtruyd^tfhergf hat 
area the ^ter by which the frefuh Plenippti^- 
ti^ries desire to .(m difxnifledy are CQffimuQica^ 
by the Penfionary only to the Imperii ^nd £rj* 
tlfi Miilifl^ts i A9d ^his Jitter 43 addcefied to^tf « 
ticumj, whp writes them^ Wqrd again that iie hyid 
CQmn^)ni<;ated his Letter to them who were in* 
trgiled inthe A£&ir, and what the Deputies hj^d 
related to hav«i>s#d in the Jaft CopCference, had 
been told to the Miniftersof the AlUes. Wh^ 
Permiffion our Miniflers had to hear oxAj by 4- 
cond-hand, of what fuperior Power the Deputies 
of theStai^ had,.iQ.<he.fiift Plaoeto confer and 
adt with the French Plenipotentiaries,- I cannot 
determine* Why Petticumy who is an Agent only 
for the Duke of Hfilfteim Ji^d the Negociation 
feme time trufled to himfelt alone, is yet more 

f-ThcMarfliaJ d'UxeUcs, sad the Abbot de PoltiHac4 
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tftoaifting, What appears, moft plain h,' That 
.we were to nake Wac fox the DmtcB^^ and they* 
to make Feace for us. The definitive Aiifwer^ 
ef the States to the French Memorial^ when their 

. ne^ipplentiaues wel:e goingaway^is.a Refolatiott: 
diawn up by feme of th|ir Deputies^ and comma- 
Mj^ted to them only : So Cure were they of ha- 

, yi^ us agree to whatever they did And as the> 
Dutch were the fole Managers of this Negotia- 
tion, and ^particularly of its breaking of& it is^ 
oblervable that Jealoufies begaa now to be en- 

.'tertained of th^m in England. 

J^ew Overtures are made in ^^ne ; the Impc- 

.rial Plenipotentiary renews his Defires of beings 
admitted, at leaft to hear what thefe aie, and re- 
ceives again the like Denial. He fays pofitivcly,^ 

Jhe has an Order from Vienna to be^ thus admitted. 
He fends an Exprefs on this Subjedl to Prince 
Eugene, who advircs. him to aft on this Occaficn, 
as die Bruijh Miniilersdid ;; that the Queen, who 
contributed fo greaily to the War, was contentedi 
to iruH this preliminary Negotiation of Feace en- 
^lely to tbt' Conduft of the States; and thati 
there could be no harm in his foUowing this good-. 
Example. 

♦ The Council of Statt to the States General 
declare. That in Affairs of War, Hope and Ap- 
pearance are not afvvayjs the right Meafures off 
buccefs;, and that fometimesy how unlikely foever 
or unpromifing the. Pofture of Aftirs may ilandt, 
great Events may enfue thcieopon. *»♦»♦ 

Hert, the^ ManufiripJ entU* 
• J^ov, 17,, 1 7 IP.. 



% 
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On the loth of June, 1715, the Day after tlie 
Commons Com IP it:cie made their Report, iJa^^r/ 
WalpoUy Efq ; who had been Chairmatr of that 

' Committee, and of the Committee of Council 
who examined Mr. Prior; moved the Houie for 
an Impeachment againft Matt HEW Priorj E%. 
whereupon,. on thcL 1 7th of the fame Month, Mr. 

'Prior, was ordered into dofe Cufiody, and: 
*« That no Perfon (houW be admitted to fee hiab^. 
*' without Leave from the Speaker.'* And in. 
1717, when an Aft of Grace was pafled, Mr. 
Prior^ wholayftil! at the Mercy cSFtheHoafe- 
of Commons, was one of the Perfons excepted . 
out of it Bat being foon after difcharged, he- 
retired wholly from Bufinefs, and fpent the Re- 
mainder of his Days chiefl)r at his own Villa of 
Down-Halit or at Wimpky a Seat of the Earl of * 
Oxfirdp where he died on the 1.8th (A Dec^mhet-^ . 

• 1721. 

I have now nothing more to add of Mr. Pr^- - 
or's, but the State 6f his Accounts, as a. Pienipo* 
tentiary Minifter; which has been two or three : 
Times referred to in the foregoing Sheets; and: 
to prefix to it a Letter of his to Mr. Daniel '■ 

^/•M«r, Merchant^ concerning the Payment of -a 
Draught for 2000 /. which he had made upon the 
Lord Treafurcr Oxfardi but which* had not been 
anfwered when the foltowing was writ, notwith- 
landing the Hopes that had been given . him in , / 
the * Letters befoxe inferted.. 

*/l?i. fTe/hnlnfier, 0£i,i'i. 17164 

IN Anfwer to the tetter you ierit me -cdncern- 
ing the Bill of 2900 Pound, drawn.by me in 
the Year 171 4, from P^r/j, upon the Earl of 
QxfQrdy then Lord High Treafurer, I muft infart» 
you. 

That I had Her late Majefty's Orders fignified 
to me /by the faid Earl, to draw that fiUl oa 

•ScePagcs4i3, 414,^41^^ ^ 



iiLlm (as I ini4 doine-fcv^al others hfifocc, .which: 
were all regularly paid) :% that » Wam^Qjt w^^s £«• 
iOd on Ed^9t4 NicUins, £% (9 pa^ this inlj^ 
manc^r as my ot^^r fiills were p«id. But hv Ai^- 
Removal of the4JdJa^ Lwd Tjce»&2^^ Wh^ 
. |d2!ielEl)r'« Death .i^9J99dja(e)y.«f(fir4i(su-4s/ c^ j!a^- : 
ttent of the jbid i^ilU vas poflponcd. 

A State of v^yjitim^v^^ \mg by Jm G4r^j:^.Ao • 
Soke^of Sbt^wiir^y idjA .befor^e ^ M^jfe^ on 
his happy Amy^ {hQie>. wh^^in !is^t 2^qp il^puod 
i«as juuilwkd i H» Maj|>fty was^aoQ.vLdy jpdi^ed 
to {?y,Jji$ V(»uld8^ih(s n^p^fi^rjr Dktdipfis 
thefeki. 

Thr tsrl of Sfiiifii^ tew|^xaftef wawJs ip the 
T^eafary, laid befoc^ itid M«^fty in CouuciJ, a 
ficsw «tM, W)bii(^ <he M (Ordered •(o J?e |)ce|«i;edJ 
s^i what wias dtt^ lo 4Ac {kom itihe Gnomi ^ itpon* 
,«hki Kia JiA^fty w«s j^l^d jp vordcr^ .that 
what had incurred fince his Aceeflion to the Ci;awi)» . 
{(bQuId H paid imi^Qdiia!^ (0»t -of Jva x;:;wtl Lift 
WoD#y ; twhifih .\i»ft6 aocwdk^ly 4one) and that 
the faisd ao^o^Popi^d (hopdd he fiaid oat of ^& 
Aroean -of the late »i^^n*« Civil lift Mooey : 
And this was opnfirmed io.nif by two letter?,, 
. ooe jftxjfn rthc jfeid , jBlM'l rf HaUJasf^ and the other 
60m Mr..Socne<ary ^imiofe. 

By all jrhioh iic appears, 4^a^ 4i^ is a Debt 
|)ropefly dojoaatidablc Ac^ the Qfomih', and itbat 
.yoiirjApp&ipatioafOMght-fp be >|o 4!he Lp d^ .of the 
Trcafury, to make good xb^ (mfi Q»t^ the Ar- 
rears of Her late Majelly's Civil Lift Money. Ard 
I^caqnot doubt j>ut when their Lordih^ <0^1I fee 
the Equity thereof, they will^ in their ^eat Juf* 
Xkc and Reg^ to the public Credit* (which I 
talte to be (concerned in this Matter) order the 
Payment of the faid Wart3^t.t>ut of the Arrears 
of Her late Majefty's Civil Lift Money. I zm, 

6k, &r<-. 
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7he tiate of Mr. Priori AccomfU 



MR.PmdnwcfitT! 
for ¥r0ntt^\ 
*il oiAuguft^ 171 2,fTom \tt. dJ 
whence to (lie firft of ^1181000:? 
November^ 1 7144 is twa 1 
Years add a C^jarter, ih j 
^icfc^imc-mere ttatfc j ^ 
l«e& paid on hb Bils 3; 

tfther Bills, which are> 445*800^ 
yet unpaid^ for. Jt "^ — ^— ^ 

16268 O Q^ 

The Pay .rfan AtafcaflaVbrfor tfiaj^ 
Tiflle> and^lhis Ordinary 9Ws of> 15300 o qr. 
SxtraordinaxieSy . would ^monat to \ 



So that he haith exceeded that of } 
.^bai&dor, t)/ ) 

*nie?ay ofz-a-^Plcaipotentiary for"!^ 
diat Tipic woold be^nfy 79 I'd /. and {. 
his £xceedin|^y reckonuij^thatWay, f 
would ^be 3 

Mr. P&iaa^ 'in his Letter'ftems'^ 
to give. SQ Aeconnt only t)f ^ight 
Months, as . thoT^ tfaefe Bi^k ibr 
4458 /. were drawl for that Time; 
and if It Chonldbe looked upon, 
that the Sum of i i8ta/. paid by 
Warrants of ^ ktfr Lord Trea- 
furer, the Eati of Okford^ was. ac- 
counted for to hinB, then the Ac- 
count as an Ambaf&dor for thofe ' 
eight Months, iiroald bt 

Aad theft Bills hw^ 



96B o o 



8350 o o. 



>AsnA%: 



445« o 6 



^^ 



^^ 7^(f S T A T E of 

L s. ii 

Will.helc& than the P^y of an .7 ^ ^ ^ 

Ambaffador by . \' 11^ ^' 

Bat the Pay of a Plenipotentiary "It 
fbr that Time, would be only/ 
2^46/. 13 ji \,d. ft) that he will > 21 12 6. o'' 
have exceeded that ofjPlenipotentiary 1 
hy J 

Mr. Prior, in Excafe of this largd Demand, 
Uys before your Lordihips feveral extraordinary 
Expences^ ^hich in the faid eight Months amounU 
to 1 6t 35 Livics, w«. , 

Celebrating Her late ^^j^^y's ? ^ 1 00 
Coronation Day J 3 00 ' 

Mourning for the Dukeof^^rr/ 1935. 
DUta for Her late Majcfty 3 300 . 

Expences at FontainbUati. 4400, 

Celebrating His Maje(ly!s Coro- J - 00 



nation 



161135 Livretr.. 
Which is aboar 942 /. Sterling. . 

F/omthc End of Auguft^ 1 712, to J •-- -^ 

/)r.m*.r following J 4 Month*. 

From Decemh, 1 7 1 2, to Decemb, 1 7 1 3. 13 Months. 

From Decemk, 1 7 1 3 ^ to Auguft^ 1 7 14.. 7 Months. 



/. 

ArobaflSdor . 15390 

Equipage .'S^o 

Plate 1800. 

Mourning for the Duke of? 
Berry and. for the Queen > 30© 
abQut o 



to tbi Secret Committee/ 32 7 

Whereas Mr. Prior from ■ to ■ ■ 
is charged, Csfc. 

^Itho^ he has sot had the Advantages allowed, 
to Ambaiikdors, as is alledg'cL 

/. 

One hundred and four Weeks from") 
Auguft i;i2, to^^/1714, at/ ^ 
100/. t^r Week ordinary Enter, r'^*®^ ^ ^ 
Ksrtainment. J 

Mournings isfc. about 300 o o 

10700 o o 
Wanting 1660 o a 



ParliamexU 123^60 o a 

In the following Letter of Mr. Drift's to the 
Earl of Ox/ordf (found amoag the otiier Papers 
contained in this Volume) we have a candid 
Teflimon^r that Mr. Prior was not miHaken in 
thefe Woids of his laft Will i My LordlltLxl^y 
tvill bijufitr towards all <witb nvhom be diais, and 
kinder to my Friends, tkan aw^ other Man L leave 
behind me i», the World i as well as of (he iincere 
Regard paid by Mr. Dr^t to the Memory of his 
dear Mafier,^ as he alFedlionately calls him, and 
of the Genuinenefs of the Mai^ufcripts written 
In the fgme Hand, or received from the fame 

A Letter to the Right Honourable Edward Earl 
of Oxford, tjuiihan Aeeompt defending helnjHen 
his Lordlhify and Adrian Drift. 



5 i 



When to the World, lov^d Prior bad adiea^ 
And on bright^ Cherubs^ Wings to He amen flerjo 
Poor DriiVs Concern f my Lord, he left to you 
^0 you, , my Lord ^ of all bis Friends ^ the bed, 
Mofljuft, moft kind:'-^^^Thus. dying. Drift be 



3^8 Mr. DRiFT*i Lt^r to 

The future Weal §f Dr'iSt, O Oxford, hejt^ 
FriiMds. 

My LorJy. 

HAVIN^G liadtkeHoneiirHMfeftDayof 
AM%tifi% 1723% to pMfent a Boek 10 you, 

• containing a Scale of tke Aceempts .^ependil)^ 
between your Lordlhip and xsiyUMt wb«fi ckc (tid 
Accaaifpt was fettled, (ie wkfloh I h^g iMve <lo re- 
fcf yoo) exclufive of another Accompt put into 
" y«i>r Loxlfliip's Hands by Mr. Oliwr Martin^ 
concerning Timber - Trees, Grubbed Wood^ 
Bficks, Igc. (Chattels at Donvn Hall) a true 
Cepy ii wbich is Jiitreunto annexed s as is like- 
wife an Abdraa of^ a]l the Efiedts chofen by 
yoMt L&dfiii^i as XiwH cbcre as at lMuh» i tbe- 
very low Apprai/amest wJieieof, y^ou bad ibe 
Goodnttfs (sot iong ator you bad oiada fbch 
Gkolcelioni the fiureaterv) to tell flie in dw flioft 
gjraeiooi Mumer, fliouM be confidkMd. ^kwa 
i«hea bavinfj received i«vefal Siuas ef Menaf of. 
your Lofdlhip, ansl in N^imier kt your famer 
Cemmaad to mukt up my Acaoaipts aniew, aid 
to lay then htiott yeu ;. I do, m Obedience cbcie.* 
to, aow tMoiiQit to- you, ny Lord, a laitUbl 
€tate of them, as they at pfemt A«id, Bners 
eiiGepted, ffom the afefenentieMd ift of Aagn/tr 
1723, to the z^ihoi MarcA, 1726^ hunW^Ab- 
mitting the feveral Articles contained in the fiid: 
Accap^ 10 your Lotdftip^ landU ExamioMta 
aiMhQM>fuderatioa ; praying, at ike bne Tiia«* t^- 
when you hayp gpns tf^ugh tb^ wbalc, yoa 
wiH be pleafed to iignify. your final Pleafure to 
me tbeiipttjfvw ; wbep, my Loiif I AiU proceed 
^khma Delay to frnle my Ai&ifa in JLlfit I A 
Life tbat wojsld have IvQin M in mocb Aioietx* 
had you joot bero fo iofiaii^ly Ipnd as u> Mwt» 
^P fame by your Coyatenaofie asd F^voqf i ^ 

' thereby rendenng^ the great Lofs of my. Imb Pnr 
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Msfter, le& gfiey^oos to Jiim^ who pntyi-fer- 
»iffifiB to Mpcae, ttut he h with «verlaftiDg D^ty 

atidGratitudf, 

Adaian Dn^rr. 

V.W Mr.Tii toii\t E^fiaf eat X^own-HMBrsven^ 
ed, after his D€^th, tothe^EarlofOidovi^Aen 
^WHarlet, ^hoUke^ifg bought the mofi 
valuable If his Fibres, Medals^ &C. 9f nuhiclr 
Mr, Piti o R had by Wili^iven Him the Prefer* 
ence, 

Thai^h tilt fellowiag F^e hM no infihed!*- 
«4t rerition to Mr. Piiioii*« HiAory, yti as ie 
tsHM to have been kept by bim end his fixecotor 
«8 A €«riofft Aaecdoie, ixA pcflii|» k nor to. 
be met with in any priniecl Cdieftion» we hope 
^«Br fteedoFs wHl not think it « Faiik that we- 
fM^enne it at (be End of this Vokime» by way 
tif Appendix, wHh an Bngiif^ Trttiftitioii, for 
tbe u4of tholir who are luracfaaipeed with the 
^Origiiiar. 

C^fie it k Dittre de M^nfiiur ^atthope^ mt CiMi^ 
m/ St. Saj^orin^ 

De Loiidmi^. iSr 4 Nvvemb, 17 jS. 

* JL^ Oflvbre, N. S. et le courier de Monfieurr 

^ Btntenreider nous a pofte oellcs du Z9iiie, qoc: ^ 

* notts detaiilem \t% raifons ^i perfoadant TEmpe* 

* rcur qu'il nc peot rdcnir la Princcfle S^i^h 
^ Monfrcar Bentenreider noQsa fak la ddloe toatca. 
' les memes reprefencationd, &6a.Maje(l€ ¥oic 
« avec peine remhatms que Tarreft dc cette Prin*^ 
*- ceHe attira a I'Empereuf v Mais s'il doit fouhai^ 
' terqn'il en ^r^^ c*eft par ontoutaiitrcchemiiiv 
^ qtte celoy que Poa xtSxt. 11 eft trop cvideoc qu(^„ 
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' tous ceox qoi fe donn^nt tant de mouvements poor 

* procurer raccompliHemcnt de ce xnariage, ne s'ea 
*■ donneroient pas moins pour ^ire valoir dans la 
*- fuite les liaifoRS de fang, que le Pretendantcon* 
' tra^letoic par la, meme querelies les animeroit 

* de meme, et I'Empereur doit par toutes fortes 
*^ de motifs d'amifie et d'intereft cooper court a des 

* follicitations et des eiFets done il fe refTenciroit luy- 

* meme le premier, par les julles ombrages aox 
*' quels il donneroit lieu. 

' Mai& outre la partie confiderable que k Pre« 
^ tendant fe formeroit au dehors pat*ce mariage,. 
' et les efperances dangereufes que cela nouriroit 
- * dans les malafFedliohnez de la nation ; les i^ns 
' ferviteurs et fideles fujets du Roy euxmemes ne 
^ ne pourroient en tirer one des conieqaences fa« 

* nefles de la demarche a.laquelle TEmpereur do» 

* mande qaeSaMajefte donne les OAaint. Nousavoni 
' toujoMrs regarde les intereils duRoy comme infepa- 

* rabies d'ayec ceux de TEmpereur et il tft sny que 
^ TEmpereur aparu etredans lem^mefidemede iqa 

* cotej maia^Qtoutceqtt*il a/ait ja(qa*icy cdifeque* 
> mentace fiEeme luy feul etoit intereffis perfenelle* 
' ment, et il n'a proprement fait que Permettre que 

* le Roy luy fervit k fes rifques, a fes depens, ec i 
' travers mille contradiftions. Je avoae que le Roy 
S l*a &it autant en- veus da bien pobKc .qoe par foa 

* attachement h. r£n>pcreur i n\ai8 rEmpereuf en. 
' a tire des avantages particuliers et tres clTen* 

* cielles, et Sa MajeAe les luy a procures am 

* plaifir; qu'cn echange Ton examine ce- que 1* 
< Empereur i fait pour le Roy en fon particulien 

* i'on ne trouvera que ce feul arreft de la Princefle 

* SobieJkL Le Roy n!y eft pas moi^s feofible pour 

* cela« et il eft meme pret a faire valoir cette 

* marque d'amitie ppur poulTer.fes.v^uea en faveor 

* de .r Empereur. Mais a. peine la Princeife. Sohiejki 
' at-elle ete arreilee que TEmpereur propofe de U 

( *• relacher ; il ne veut pis qi^*on infere de la qu*il 
' aic plus de menagement pour le Pretendaat qoe 
*' l)0iir ICk. Roy. mjiU le fe»l motif qu'il ca peutal^ 
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}eguer, s'il Temporteroit ane fbis farles vrais in* 
terefts, nous prepareroit biena desplres confe- 
quences. Ceil que (a confcience feroit chargee 
s*il retenoic la fcmme d'autray . Or, fi les ecde- 
fiaftiques gagnoient une fois fur luy de la ^ire 
•concourir a un manage qa*ils pretendent etre va- 
lide felon leurs canons, il n^ aoroit plus de fin ^ 
leurs arguments, et ils auroient la meme facilite* 
a luy prottver quMl doit en confcience concovrir 
a rendre des royaomes aceluy a qui il viendroic 
a rendre une epoufe et june parente. Nous aurions 
Jblen i repondre a ceux qui conduroient ainfi dans 
le parlem^nt; que r£mpereur obferve religieufe- 
ment fes traites : Sa Majefte Imperiale auroit fair 
connoitte qu^une confcience maniee par le derge 
catho)ique degage de tous les liens d'amitie, ec 
de Palliance, de forte que dans le cas qu^on nous 
propofe la que^ion ne ie reduit pas a moins qu' a 
Icavoir fi TEmpereur a deja opte ou non entre le- 
lloyet le Pretendant. Je fuis bien fieur que T 
Empereur li* a pas pense a mettre ce choix tit 
queilion quaUd il a fouhaite ^e pouvoir relacher 
la Princefie Sohiejkii mais lorfqu^il y aura meu-^ 
rement refleche, il verra bien qu*ilnepeut pas y 
avoir de milieu dans la fituation ou le Rey fe 
trouve, et qiTil faut abfolument en etre tout en- 
tier pour Sa jMajefl^ au tout pour fon ennemi. Ge 
n^eft pourtant point que le Roy fonge a yiolencer 
la confcience de TEmpereur ; mais 1 juger faiae- 
ment, la confcience doit nous faiie eviter le pki» 
grand de deux maux, comme la prudence doit- 
nous faire choiiir le moindre de deux inconveni-- 
ences. I>*ailkurs il efl feur que fe mariage n*e(l 
pas alle fi loin que le Prince Jaques veuc le faire 
accroire ; il doii etre juftement fufpe£t fur ce fai^, 
^ nous icavons pardes.voics plus feures, et fur 
tout par des Lettres interceptees de la maifon da 
Pretendant meme, que le mariage devoit feleu- 
ment e;re beni a Bohgnt, Mais quand meme ce 
feroit une matrimonium ratum^ comme le Prince 
le pretead^ au jnoins n^cft il pto coafoxome. U 
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^ f atccat cSMbpfos que k Plqw i diibtve cb pi- 
' r«ib incnigcs pear de 4mri ttioindim Ibjett ; tt 
' k caadmu que !• Pi(p« .jk tooJMrs tenic, laic 

* fK gatpptirtM VEmffgmat ^vuc par rtppirt ao Rc^, 
f fiKritebieiiqiro»l»>hiycfiai:gdepa8l&2ed^ 

' et 1« moyna pamr le meratelea cas derefiis at 
'^ ty0a»ianM|uei«nt|«s. yi^jaaceft 7 fve fi <its ma- 
' riagd ckuMttiieMnH; kenis doiiMnttC aUclaM^ 

* USaAu, «t ofattprr on coofcienee 1 rcncraditMm 
^ ^ l*ipoteee» la Agchkiutlwias ne krcacntplas 
' 'ca kJmce dm le paiariB ainlme it VBmfertwr. 
'. Le marina 4a laFfUKiiib j^lr^t^' avec la Pic- 
' itnikiBt ott/OMfadus cw 9(Hft>pa» qnt Timapreaac 
' aa^Mta aa^antt^ nan, at Paatra uae ao«rt km- 

* ma ; eai^oata Tfinqparear aonut faeaara ks fdfies 
^ to laorMMci aux qoiUes tl h*txpo§etk tc te 
' meilkoramis*ds*a;vamedt]a)Qiiidioii^«aBdei^ 

* t«i^amiassct$aMaJa[^Iiiip^ 

* IcrffiiMiMiaiKdiqcfoV porter ia F^i catmar £1 
-^ canftienca, «r la Mpaafant cTune loy qti &*ciblige 

* <|tt*aoauRqa*ilffoui^ei|Rt)p(». 

* Afoii, MoKfiear, etfi^mevaas^^tesplatncSint 
^ iatibnai^ cant pir cetfe ktsre^ par ftias piaca- 
' daates, d« kadntaitts du Itoy r«f k ibfdk mari- 
"* ag^ vdus He maiiquerez pas d ea feti« i k cairr 
^ kfparidk to«lei ks reprefentationa necdkiMs ct 
« fiopotukaim aait itxkHifveiikns <m Sa Majefitf eo- 
«• vi^!^ : nottfi fioos en fommes cadmess ^ as^aK 

* avec Mpaikaf de Benfenrei/er ; et CC rtiiftitilre 

* ktt bkn die qaeUe Mttpoftaaee i( mus aft da m 
« kifi^ H»^fiie emrevoir a; perfbane f«rt Taiyref fcae 
« de ndtie pdi^kftient ^'H pf ui fedielhie&t ^r« qae- 

* ftioBd«ri^kcikttb«indelaFrifi«eA^9fc<^'. 7^ 

5ig«/STANH©P». 
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C^^a Letttr Jmn Mr. BtttetAty ,Mxkapt u , 
^tentn^ St. Sspkom. 

Lm49^ Nov, 4. 1718. 

W£ have itceivtd your letrers of xk» £6th 
.of OMtr, N. S. and M. Bm$enrmkr\ 
CcHKier brom^t vs <»h^e of the zpcli^ ooRUBAjng 
thp Reaftms w^oh pirfuftde the £tf{>eit>r tbK 
he cahmoc dttatn the ^rmcds ^8e6Mti. M. B#}r- 
iem'eider hott jbade h^retke feiie Reprdbi6ali<>ttt 
on i^at Heady a*d His M^tky im wi«h C6n» 
cern» tiie Difficnkies which the DeteMien of .that 
Prittcefs wiM kh^^oa the Ecd^ot^r. Btft th«* 
He cannot but wiih fihe& sny It croided, Htt 
ivfftes it by n Wa}r vtsrf diiSerent frebi that 
which has been preipofed. It is too evident ^u 
all thele who take ibmuch Pains 10 procmt the 
AcoomplliftilMnt of tltts Marriage, would nsx 
take lefs hereaiier to enlbto the Validity oS tholb 
Ties of Koed whkh the Preeandeir wouid there* 
'by contrad; the Engagealents wonld he equally 
firong, and the Emptfor ought, by all the Md- 
4ives of Frfeindflup and Intrreft^ t» pat a Stop t% 
thoTe SdBdiadons and Bfiefls, ^e Conffqfuences 
of which hiaifelf wookl feel the firft, tlnro' ikm 
jufl Umbtages to which his Gondaift muft give 
Jbirth. 

But befides the oofifiderabk Party which the 
Pretender would form abroad by this Marrmga, 
and the dangecoas Hopes that it would foment 
in the IF^affisaed here at home ; His h<kje^y*8 
fakhfisl ServaiMs and g<^ Subjefb thenUelves 
could not bnt df aiw fatal Codeqoences frcUh^ this 
Stepv to which the Eniperor irequires His Ma ' 
jeifty (o give his coiiTeot. . VJ^e have always re« 
g^ded the Kll%fs Jnferefis as infeparable from thoA 
of the l^poror ; and k is one that the £ii^n», 
on hk Pan^ his appeaitd cif the bias Sentiment^ 
but hi alt thsthe hsis done hitberto, in confe* 
ijuetMe eC cUaSyikio, Uoi&ll aleoe was perilsja- 
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ally interefted, and, properly fpeaking, he iias 
only permitted the King to ferve him at hu own . 
Hazard and Expences, and in Spite of a thoniafid 
Obftacles. I confefs the King has done this as 
much with a View to the pablic Good, as from 
his Attachment to the Emperor ; but tii^ Empe- 
ror has drawn from it particular and very eflen- 
tial Advantages, which His Majefty has procured 
him with Pleafare. Let us examine, in return, 
what the Emperor has done for the King, and we 
(hall find thb Arreft of the Princeis Sohiesh to be 
the only Inftance. His Majefty, however, is not 
the le^ ieniible of the Kindneis, and is willing to 
receive this fingle Mark of Friendfliip as an Equi- 
valent for extending his Views yet fiuther in the 
Emperor's Favour. Bat the .Princeis is no fooner 
arrefted, than the Emperor propofes to xeleaie * 
her. He would not have it inferred from thence, • 
that he has more regard for the Pretender than for 
the King : But the only Motive that he can al- 
ledge» i£ it (hould once get the better of real In- 
terell, would be productive of yet worfe Cbnie* 
quences : It is, that his Gonfcience would be 
burtheoed,' if he ihould detain another Man's* 
Wife. If the Ecclefiaftics once carry this Point, to 
make him concur in a Marriage, becaufe they pre- ' 
tend it is valid according to their Canons, there will 
afterwards be no end to their Arguments ; and they • 
will with the fame Facility prove to him, that he 
ought to contribute in bellowing Kingdoms on' 
that Man, to whom he has juft before given a • 
Wife and a Relation. It would be in-vain for us ' 
to anfwer tbofe who might reafon thus in Parlia- 
ment, '' That the Emperor religionily obferfes 
" his Treaties j" when His Imperial Majefty had 
made it manifeft, that a Confcience mans^;ed by 
the Catholic Clergy, diftblves all the Bands of 
Friendftup and Alliance. The prefeot Qdeftion, . 
if) ftiort, amounts on^y to this $ *' To know whe- . 
'* ther the Emperor has, or has not, hitherto made . 
^' Jus Choice betwixt the King and the Pretendo:^,. 

' . I am 
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I "am very (axfi that the Emperor never thought 
of putting this Choice in Queftion, when he wifli* 
ed he might releafe the Princefs Scbieski. But 
when he has matureljr refledled upon it, he wiil 
fee that there c^ be no Mediuin in the Kings's pre- 
ient Situation; and that he nra(l abfolutely be- 
come either wholly for His Majefty, or wholly 
for his Enemy. Not that the King ever dreamed 
of violating the Emperor's Cohfcience : But to 
judge impartially, Confcience fhould mak)? us 
ihun the* greateft of two Evils, as Prudence 
fhould make us chqfe the lead of two Inconveni- 
ences. Beiides, it is certain, tha( this Marriage 
is not gone fo far as Prince James * woiald have it • 
bbiieved : He ought juflly to be fufpedled on this 
Head, and we have more fure Ways of - knowing^ • 
particularly by Letters intercepted from the Pre- 
tenders^s own Family, that the Marriage was only 
to be bleffedzX Bologne, But even if it were3fa-* 
irimonium ratum^ as the Prince pretends, at lead: 
it is not confummated/ There are an hundred 
Examples of the Pope's having difiblved fuch 
Marriages, upon much lefs weighty Occafions ; 
and the Pope, by his continual Condud, as well 
with regard to the Efiiperor as to the King, does 
not deferve to be excnfed his Duty herein ; nor do 
we want the Means of niortifying him, in Cafe of 
a Refufal. Add to this, that if Marriages clan- 
deilinely blejfed^ ought abfolutely tp fubfifl, and 
to oblige in Confcience co the Delivery of the 
Bride, the ArchducheiTes would be no longer fafe» 
even in the Imperial Palace. The Princeft So-^ 
bUikP^ Marriage with the Pretender being either 
obftrudled or diiTolved, ihe may afterwards take 
another Husband, and he another Wife ; the Em- 
peror will have e^dtoally prevented thofe inevi- 
table Confequences, to which he will expofe him- 
felf and his beft Friends, if he promotes the Union 
4>f thefe two Peifons ; and his Imperial Majefty, 
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d^ttbtkfs, will haveMetmenooghtp induce the 
Pope CO calm his Confcioncet by djlpei^Iing with 
». Law which can oblige otif fo fi^ as be finds it 
cpnvenienc. 

Thus Sir, beiog fully infivmodr ^ well by 
thb Letter as by my preceding, of the JBLiif > Sen- 
timents upon the ^id Maniagep yoii will not£uI 
t^ make all the neceflkry Beprdentations thereof 
at the Imperial Guurt; ReprdentatibospropQttioft- 



ed to the InconveiuenGr& which jH1& Makfty 
farefces. We (hall do. the fame here to M, SetH 
iinreidir ; and that MiniHn well knoiks of what. 
lo^Mrtance it is to us, towards the Opemn| of our 
' FarUament ; not to let it even be uifpeopd that, 
the Releaie of the Frinceis was ever broqg^ int« 
X)cbate. 

$1 JN Mb P E^ 
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